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Project Overview

Project Title: Zombie Zap. 

Issue Identified: Challenges multiplied when squatters 
successfully gain utilities at homes that should be vacant. 

How this issue can be address in 2018: Partner with Avista 
Utilities to develop and implement a protocol for turning on 
electric service to homes that were previously vacant or lacked 
service and where these homes are being occupied illegally.

2018 Goal: Protocol established and implemented 



What we’ve found …

Our Issue statement 
addresses a symptom 
of abandonment.

Our new goal is to 
work on solutions that 
prevent abandonment.



Ultimate Goal: Develop a comprehensive abandonment 
prevention strategy. 

Interim Strategies:
1. Develop a City webpage and include information related to:
• Foreclosure Resources & Contacts

• WA Commerce
• Dept. of Financial Institution
• SNAP

• Property Owner Responsibilities
• Probate Resources & Contacts
• Home donation & donation benefits

2. Develop a PSA that can run on City Cable 5



Other Related Activities

– Abandonment tracking software options are being explored

– an internally utilized map with 8 factors of abandonment has 

been developed. 

– New State Law goes into effect on June 7 providing the city 

with a new tool to combat Zombie Properties.



Questions & Comments


