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FOUR-STEP 
DESIGN 

PROCESS
• Know Your Site.

• Know. Your. Needs!
• Make it Your Own.
• Make it a Reality!



KNOW 
YOUR 
SITE.



1) Property Line 

2)  House

3) Hardscape

4) Existing 
Plant 
Materials



KNOW. 
YOUR. 
NEEDS!





BUBBLE DIAGRAM



MAKE IT 
YOUR OWN!



ENGLISH COTTAGE DESIGN



JAPANESE GARDEN DESIGN



CONTEMPORARY GARDEN DESIGN



Formal



Naturalistic Prairie



Combination





TIP:
CREATING A 

WILDLIFE HABITAT!



TYPICAL URBAN LANDSCAPE BIRDS

American RobinBlack Capped Chickadee American Gold Finch

Red Breasted Nuthatch Calliope Hummingbird



Wild 
Turkey

NATIVE LANDSCAPE BIRDS

Brown 
Creeper

Golden Crowned 
Kinglet

Stellar 
Jay

Hairy 
Woodpecker

Dark Eyed 
Junco

American 
Robin

Red Breasted 
Nuthatch

Red 
Crossbill

Yellow Rumped 
Warbler

Chipping 
Sparrow



FORM
FOLLOWS

FUNCTION



INSPIRATION



iv

INSPIRATION: Demo Gardens

i

WSU Master Gardeners Garden 14th and Grand Pump Station

iv



INSPIRATION: Virtual Tour

iv





ONE
THREE
FIVE

LAYERING



FOUR SEASON INTEREST

Spring Summer Fall Winter



PICK YOUR
COLORS.



EXCITEMENT PALETTE



ROMANCE
PALETTE!



YELLOW PALETTE



MAKE IT 
A REALITY.



PICK 
YOUR
PLANTS!



Natives are 
just messy!



Natives are 
just messy!









Dr. Doug 
Tallamy





Resources: Guidebook Plant List



Guidebook: SpokaneScape Plant List



Guidebook: SpokaneScape Plant List



Cathy’s 
Keystone 
Combos



Cathy’s 
Keystone 
Combos

Fireworks
Goldenrod Daisy Switchgrass Buckwheat



Cathy’s 
Keystone 
Combos

Meadow Mix
Coneflower CoreopsisMilkweed



Cathy’s 
Keystone 
Combos

Meadow Mix



Cathy’s 
Keystone 
Combos

Native Shrubs
Oregon Grape Holly Snowberries



Cathy’s 
Keystone 
Combos

Native Shrubs



Now that we have 
picked our plants…



START 
WITH 
YOUR 
BASE 
PLAN



ADD IN 
YOUR 
EXISTING 
VEGETATION



HARDSCAPES
Hardscape refers to the 
non-living elements in 
landscaping, such as a 
wooden arbor, a stone wall, 
or a brick patio.



HARD
SCAPE



ADD IN 
YOUR
NEW 
TREES, 
SHRUBS, 
AND 
EVERGREENS



ADD IN
YOUR

PERENNIALS,
GRASSES,

AND 
GROUNDCOVERS



TIME 
TO

LABEL
YOUR

PLANTS!





TIME TO GET
SPOKANESCAPED!



PIET  OUDOLF
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