
WSU Spokane County Extension 
Master Gardener Program 

Edging, Mulch, & Hardscape 

Cathy Spokas, SpokaneScape
&

Kris Moberg-Hendron, Master Gardener

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thank you for being here and for your interest in reducing your landscape water use.



Water
Conservation
Promotes waterwise gardening & 
landscaping practices to conserve 
water.

 Benefits people, agriculture, environment

 We each have a role in saving water

 Design low water landscapes

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
limited resource used appropriatelynon-renewable resourcehome landscapes can triple the average homeowner's water consumption during growing seasonwater conserving design principles coupled with efficient irrigation delivery systems play role in water conservation



Today’s Topics

• Edging

• Mulch

• Hardscape

• Lighting

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Addressing the aesthetic, non-plant aspects of SpokaneScape today.



EDGING

• Functional purpose

• Keep mulch in planting beds

• Create a barrier

• Contain paths made of loose 

materials

… the thing that holds stuff in! 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Explain bullet pointsInclude “gravel & stone path materials”



EDGING MATERIALS

Plastic Edging Metal Edging

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Plastic:Purchased locally by the roll (large amount)Least expensiveEasy to install with rubber mallet & spikeNeeds tending annuallyMetal:Corten steel - More expensive Requires professional installationSolid mulch controlAluminum material available – less expensive – easier to install – straight or curvilinear Purchase at hardware store



EDGING MATERIALS
Brick Wood Stone 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Brick – concrete paver (holland stone - compressed concrete) – strong, long-lived - many colorsRecycled or found bricks – much less expensive – challenging to find matching bricksWood – redwood, cedar, hardwood best material for longevity.  Use on end to create curve or straight lines, lends self to natural designStone – natural material, granite or large river stones, sink in 4” to hold mulch material nicely



EDGING

DRY CREEK

Natural Edging

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Natural edging – dry creek example, mulch & stone meet without edging – moves over time – not intended for walking areaVegetation over time softens edges



EDGING

TRENCH CUT EDGING

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Trench cut edging – holds back stone & mulch from existing driveway/sidewalk/property lineCut down 6” & over 12” from driveway/sidewalk/property lineUse on property lines if neighbor has lawnNatural & important edge



MULCH
• Remain on top of soil

• Conserve water

• Suppress weed growth

• May add nutrients 

• Slows erosion

• Decrease soil crusting

• Protects from soil-born pathogens

• Moderates soil temperature & moisture

• Protect trees from lawn equipment damage

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Not just a pretty face!Lots of ecosystem services provided.



MULCH

• Organic Mulch 

• Arborist chips

• Bark products

• Compost

• Green/Living mulch

• Hay vs straw mulch (weeds!)

• Leaves/Pine needles

Arborist Chips

Pine Needle/Pine Straw

Straw

Green/Living Mulch

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Arborist Chips: inexpensive, breakdown slowly, provide nutrientsBark Products: shredded, nugget, breakdown slowly, provide nutrientsCompost:  provides nutrients, great place for weeds to growGreen/Living Mulch: cover surface with living plants, clover adds N & pollinator food, creeping thyme smells greatHay:  Dried forage material for livestock, Straw:  dried crops stalks for animal bedding, Both:  can carry weed seeds (even when certified)Leaves/Pine needles:  returns nutrients created by tree to the tree (nature’s preferred method)



MULCH

• Inorganic Mulch

• Rock

• Stone

• Shredded rubber

• Synthetic mulches

• Landscape fabrics

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Considered permanent installationReflect solar radiation – increases ambient temperatureRubber leaches chemicalsSynthetics smother plants & are flammableLandscape fabrics – impermeable after few seasons (no water or oxygen), encourages weed growth on top, disrupts pollinator life cycles (need soil access)



MULCH

Arborist Chips

Coastal Lime Stone

Western Sunset

Shredded Bark

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Arborist Chips – add nutrients over time, long time to decompose, adds diversity to soil Coastal Lime Stone – told it was Montana Rose!  Best rock for working in, provides stable footing, attention-getter!Shredded Bark – adds color, decomposes slowly, encourages mycorrhizal growth in soilWestern Sunset – adds color, hard on knees



MULCH

Red Lava Rock

Tuscan Gold Path

Compost

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Red Lava Rock – adds color, light weight, dangerous to walk onTuscan Gold – must compact well for best resultCompost – dark color, adds nutrients, encourages weeds



MULCH

Multi-Color River Rock

Crushed Basalt

Buckskin

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
River Rock – adds color, dangerous to walk onCrushed Basalt – dark color, locally sourced, various sized, hard to weed, hard on kneesBuckskin – light color, good backdrop for bold plant colors



MULCH

• Various uses

• Be creative

• Share with others

• Enjoy the landscape

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
River Rock from Waterwise Demo & Research Garden used for Remembrance Garden & window wells at front door of Extension building.



HARDSCAPE

• Non-living elements 

• wooden arbor 

• stone wall

• brick patio

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Non-living landscape elements



HOW TO USE HARDSCAPES

• Walkways 

• Patios

• Driveways

• Firepits

• Hot tubs

• Courtyards

• Retaining walls 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Water Permeable30 – 40% hardscape in landscape allows efficient ecosystem services50% vegetation required for SpokaneScape rebate



HARDSCAPE DESIGN

• Form Follows Function

• KISS

• Pathway to Discovery

• Dimensions matter

• Money

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Design tips & elementsCirculation – ease of movementKeep simpleNo straight lines, enjoy entire spaceKnow how you will use spaceCreate master plan of wants & consider your financial ability – can install in pieces over time



PERMEABLE PAVERS

• Control pooling

• Direct rain  

• from storm sewer system 

• natural ecosystems

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Nature needs water – pulls water down to soilEliminate runoff – saves money on water billsKeep your water



HARDSCAPE IDEAS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Bird bath – basalt featuresMetal arbor adds height – can use obeliskBubbler for insects & birds – attracts nature to your yardConversation node – sit & enjoy outdoor room



LIGHTING
• Safety issue

• Aesthetic value

• Consider neighbors

• Downcast lighting

• Yellow lights: pollinators

• Up-light only when in landscape

• Consider solar lighting

• Timers can help!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Need to see pathPleasing to the eyeBe considerate of neighborsUp-facing = interferes with vision, garish, attracts pollinators & other insects (base of food web)Yellow – doesn’t affect invertebrates or birds/batsUp-light specimen plants to focus attention – TURN OFF when not homeSolar lighting saves electrical energyUse timers to prevent damage to invertebrates, birds, bats, mammals



CONCLUSION

• Edging       Keeps mulch in!

• Mulch       Ecosystem services

• Hardscape  Non-living elements

• Lighting       Safety first!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We’ve covered these topics today.Thanks for your concern for our water resources.



Kris Moberg-Hendron
WSU Extension Master Gardener Volunteer
mgardener@spokanecounty.org

Questions?

Cathy Spokas
Landscape Architect
waterwise@spokanecity.org

Thank you!

mailto:waterwise@spokanecity.org
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