


CITY OF SPOKANE PUBLIC WORKS







Education and Outreach

Residential Efficiency Check Ups

Water Saving Rebates

Commercial Efficiency Assistance

SpokaneScape
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Outdoor watering of lawns and gardens makes up approximately 83% of average home water use in Spokane
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Founding father of American Landscape Architecture
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Founding father of American Landscape Architecture

• Late 1800’s

• Inspired by the lawns of grand English estates

• Envisioned lawns as uninterrupted carpet 

between homes



• 40 million acres of 
domestic lawns in the US

• 75% of US households have 
a grass lawn of some kind

• Nothing like it in the animal 
kingdom



Ancient Brazilian Termite Network Mounds

• 200 Million • 90,000 square miles • But unlike lawns, they contribute to their environment

• They form the bottom layer of the Brazilian Caatinga, a desert forest teeming with biodiversity



We can do something better with our square footage 
of land that functions harmoniously within our 
environment and supports our ecology.



SpokaneScape is a water efficient landscape that has been 
designed specifically for our unique climate in the Inland 
Northwest. It’s a landscape that works for where you live.

Designed for Spokane

Curb Appeal

Lower Maintenance

Water Efficient

v

v

v







Must be a City of Spokane 
Water Department Customer

Project is visible from the street

Project has at least 300 square feet of lawn to be 
replaced with native and drought tolerant plants



Replace existing grass with native / drought tolerant plants

50% Plant Coverage of Project Area

Mulch depth of 4” – 6”

Efficient watering method

Permeable surfaces & treatments



Wood Chips



Wood Chips Rocks



Wood Chips Rocks Compost



Wood Chips Rocks Compost Pine Needles







Replace existing grass with native / drought tolerant plants

50% Plant Coverage of Project Area

Mulch depth of 4” – 6”

Efficient watering method

Permeable surfaces & treatments



Drip Irrigation



Drip Irrigation Rotary Nozzles



Drip Irrigation Rotary Nozzles Hand Watering



Replace existing grass with native / drought tolerant plants

50% Plant Coverage of Project Area

Mulch depth of 4” – 6”

Efficient watering method

Permeable surfaces & treatments



• Treat water: plants act as a filter and 
reduce the amount of pollutants that 
would otherwise be going into our river 
or aquifer

• Improve air quality by removing and 
trapping pollutants from the air

• Help with water run-off: the leaves 
slow the flow of rain water to the 
ground allowing it to be absorbed 
rather than run off into the streets

• Help control and prevent erosion

• Shade the soil which helps lower 
temps

• Promote healthy living soils

• Attract and provide habitat for birds 
and beneficial insects

• Add value to your property



• Over the past century the U.S. has lost 
150 million acres of habitat and 
farmland to urbanization which isn’t 
equipped to support functioning 
ecosystems

• Native plants occur naturally in the 
region they evolved and are the 
ecological foundation of life

• Local insects evolved with these native 
plants and rely on them specifically for 
food

• Doug Tallamy Eastern US Example
Native Oak trees support 500 species of 
caterpillars where Ginko trees only 
support 5

• Low maintenance and beautiful

• Don’t need and dislike fertilizers, 
pesticides, and herbicides

• Conserve water and support wildlife
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Before you remove any lawn, or apply 
to the program, you will need to prep

Read the terms and conditions to 
make sure you’ll be approved for the 
program.

Review the SpokaneScape Guidebook

Design a Landscape Plan

Build a Plant List

Take 2 photos of your project’s lawn



Collect your landscape plan, plant list, two photos, 
and utility account number and apply!



Following your application 
submission, you will be prompted 
to schedule a Pre-Inspection. 

A quick Pre-Inspection is 
required before beginning any 
lawn removal. It allows Water 
Wise staff to meet with you 
on-site, to answer questions 
regarding your project or the 
program, and to offer labor and 
money saving tips and tricks.



Following your Pre-Inspection 
you will be approved to begin 
the "Construction Phase" 
of your SpokaneScape! 

You will have 2 years in this 
“Construction Phase” to 
complete your project. This time 
frame should allow you to 
remove your lawn, purchase 
plants and mulch materials, and 
implement that beautiful water 
saving SpokaneScape.



You did it! Now that the hard work is 
behind you and your SpokaneScape 
is 100% complete, contact the Water 
Wise team to schedule a final 
inspection. Upon approval, you 
will be issued a rebate through 
your City of Spokane utility bill.

Make sure to check out our other 
rebates to see if you qualify! 



Review Terms and Conditions for rebates 

at WaterWiseSpokane.org
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the thing that holds stuff in! 

Edging serves a functional 
purpose by keeping mulch in 
planting beds, creating a barrier, 
containing paths made of 
pebbles, gravel, or other loose 
materials. 









Parking 
Strips are 

eligible!

No minimum 
on square 

footage!

Templates
available 

online!







Click “View Full Map” Peruse projects from 2018 – 2024!
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WSU Master Gardeners Garden 14th and Grand Pump Station

iv



Volunteers 
maintain demo 
garden est. 2021
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Sign up for a one-hour FREE design consultation from an industry professional

• Goals: discuss your landscape goals, 
style preferences, and any specific design 
features you want to incorporate.

• Site Review: microclimates, soil types, 
drainage, and existing plants and 
structures.

• Design: a conceptual SpokaneScape 
design, site plan, and plant list.

Cathy Spokas
Landscape Architect

Obsessed with 
Native and Keystone 
Plants



Eligibility for 1:1 
Design Consultations

OR

3 1









• Top to bottom 
inspection and 
assessment of sprinkler 
system to inspect for 
leaks, overspray, 
damages

• Create a personal 
water budget and 
irrigation schedule

• Determine landscape’s 
water needs.

• Controller 
programming 
assistance











• Julia Costello, working towards 
her Gold Award in Girl Scouts, 
approached Senator Mike Padden
for help with a pollinator project

• Developed into passing Senate 
Bill 5934 that promotes use of 
pollinator friendly landscaping in 
residential and commercial 
projects

• For our program that means 
SpokaneScapes can be installed 
in HOA communities where they 
otherwise may have been denied 
due to HOA lawn standards



SB 5934 – 2023-24

The declaration of a common interest ownership 
and any governing documents adopted by an association 

may not prohibit the 
installation of drought resistant 
landscaping, pollinator habitat,
including beehives compliant with local regulation

Sec 5 - 1a



• Dr. Olivia Cope reached out spring 
2024 proposing SpokaneScape 
partnership with her Summer 
Research Group and BI-307 Fall 
Entomology Class

• Interested in working with a local 
program and conduct field work 
to support habitat for pollinators

• Students surveyed three of our 
public SpokaneScape demo 
gardens and collected insect 
samples

• Findings: SpokaneScapes attract 
double the arthropods as 
traditional plots 





Number of Completed Projects: 385
Approximate Water Saved: 11.5 MG
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