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Obsessed with Native Plants!
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Why Save Water? Protect the River



• Adjust for increasing 
populations 

    and climate change

• Cut down on expensive 

    system expansions
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Why SpokaneScape?



Water Use in the City of Spokane
Outdoor watering of lawns and gardens makes up approximately 83% of average home water use in Spokane



• 16.5” precipitation per year in Spokane
• Grass needs 1.5” per week (48” – 72” per year)



Founding father of American Landscape Architecture
Frederick Law Olmsted



Loved grass.

Founding father of American Landscape Architecture
Frederick Law Olmsted



Founding father of American Landscape Architecture
Frederick Law Olmsted

• Late 1800’s

• Inspired by the lawns of grand English 

estates

• Envisioned lawns as uninterrupted carpet 

between homes



• 40 million acres of 
domestic lawns in the US

• 75% of US households 
have a grass lawn of 

some kind

Lotta 
Lawn



Point:
We can do something better with our square 

footage of land that functions harmoniously within 

our environment and supports our ecology.



SpokaneScape is a water efficient landscape that has been 
designed specifically for our unique climate in the Inland 
Northwest. It’s a landscape that works for where you live.

Designed for Spokane

Curb Appeal

Lower Maintenance

Water Efficient

Sustainable Landscaping

v

v

v



Eligibility
Must be a City of Spokane 
Water Department Customer

1

Project is visible from the street

2

Project has at least 300 square feet of lawn to be 
replaced with native and drought tolerant plants

3



Requirements
Replace existing grass with native / drought tolerant plants

50% Plant Coverage of Project Area

Mulch depth of 4” – 6”

Efficient watering method

Permeable surfaces & treatments



Why we require 50% plant coverage

• Improve air quality 

• Help with water run-off 

and erosion

• Promote healthy soils 

• Provide habitat for 

birds and beneficial 

insects
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Application Process

Prep Work
Before you remove any lawn, or apply to 
the program, you will need to prep

Read the terms and conditions to make 
sure you’ll be approved for the program.1

Review the SpokaneScape Guidebook2
Design a Landscape Plan3
Build a Plant List4
Take 2 photos of your project’s lawn5



Application Process

Apply! Collect your landscape plan, plant list, two photos, 
and utility account number and apply!



Application Process

Pre-Inspection
Following your application submission, you will be prompted 
to schedule a Pre-Inspection. 

A quick Pre-Inspection is required 
before beginning any lawn removal. 

This allows Water Wise staff to 
meet with you on-site, to answer 
questions regarding your project or 
the program, and to offer labor and 
money saving tips and tricks.



Application Process

Installation
Following your Pre-Inspection 
you will be approved to begin 
the "Construction Phase" 
of your SpokaneScape! 

You will have 2 years in this 
“Construction Phase” to 
complete your project.

This time frame should allow you 
to remove your lawn, purchase 
plants and mulch materials, and 
implement that beautiful water 
saving SpokaneScape.



Application Process

Final Inspection
You did it! Now that the hard work is behind you and your 
SpokaneScape is 100% complete, contact the Water Wise 
team to schedule a final inspection. 
Upon approval, you will be issued 
a rebate through your City of 
Spokane utility bill.

Make sure to check out our other 
rebates to see if you qualify! 



Resources: Guidebook



Resources: DIY Videos
Go to SpokaneScape.org and click DIY SpokaneScape



Resources: DIY Videos



Resources: Virtual Tour
Go to SpokaneScape.org and click on Virtual Tour



Resources: Virtual Tour
Click “View Full Map” Peruse projects from 2018 – 2025!



Resources: Virtual Tour



Resources: Design Templates



Resources: Professional Assistance
Go to SpokaneScape.org and click SpokaneScape Pros





Resources: Professional Assistance



Want to Start Small? Flip your Strip!

BEFORE AFTER

Parking 
Strips are 

eligible!

No minimum 
on square 

footage!

Templates
available 

online!



Need Help Getting a Design Started? 
Sign up for a one-hour FREE design consultation from an industry professional

• Goals: discuss your landscape goals, 

style preferences, and any specific design 
features you want to incorporate.

• Site Review: microclimates, soil types, 
drainage, and existing plants and 
structures.

• Design: a conceptual SpokaneScape 
design, site plan, and plant list.

DESIGNER AT YOUR DOOR
Cathy Spokas
Landscape Architect

Resources: Designer at Your Door



DESIGNER AT 
YOUR DOOR

Eligibility for 1:1 
Design Consultations



Prep Work

Apply!

Pre-Inspection

Installation

Final Inspection

Process Recap!



Resources Recap!

Guidebook

DIY Videos

Virtual Tour

Pros

Designer at Your Door



• Know Your Site.

• Know. Your. Needs!

• Make it Your Own.

• Make it a Reality!

FOUR-STEP 
DESIGN 

PROCESS



KNOW 
YOUR 
SITE.



1) Graph Paper!

2) Property Line 

2)  House

3) Hardscape

4) Existing 

Plant 

Materials

5) Make Several 

Copies!

Site Plan



KNOW. 
YOUR. 
NEEDS!





BUBBLE DIAGRAM

Bubbles 
Represent:
• Spaces
• Functions
• Elements

Lines Show:
• Relationships



MAKE IT 
YOUR OWN!



ENGLISH COTTAGE DESIGN



JAPANESE GARDEN DESIGN



CONTEMPORARY GARDEN DESIGN





TIP:
CREATING A 

WILDLIFE HABITAT!



NATIVE PLANTS!



TYPICAL URBAN LANDSCAPE BIRDS

American RobinBlack Capped Chickadee American Gold Finch

Red Breasted Nuthatch Calliope Hummingbird



Wild 
Turkey

NATIVE LANDSCAPE BIRDS

Brown 
Creeper

Golden Crowned 
Kinglet

Stellar 
Jay

Hairy 
Woodpecker

Dark Eyed 
Junco

American 
Robin

Red 
Breasted 
Nuthatch

Red 
Crossbill

Yellow 
Rumped 
Warbler

Chipping 
Sparrow



Bird Lovin Plant Examples



FORM
FOLLOWS

FUNCTION



INSPIRATION



iv

INSPIRATION: Demo Gardens

i

WSU Master Gardeners Garden – 222 N Havana St Spokane, WA 99212 

iv



INSPIRATION: Virtual Tour

iv





ONE
THREE
FIVE
LAYERING



FOUR SEASON INTEREST

Spring Summer Fall Winter



PICK YOUR
COLORS.



EXCITEMENT PALETTE



ROMANCE
PALETTE!



YELLOW PALETTE



MAKE IT 
A REALITY.



PICK 
YOUR
PLANTS!





Guidebook: SpokaneScape Plant List

• Trees

• Ornamental 
   Trees

• Shrubs

• Groundcover

• Perennials

• Grasses



Guidebook: SpokaneScape Plant List



Guidebook: SpokaneScape Plant List



START 
WITH 
YOUR 
BASE 
PLAN



ADD IN YOUR 
EXISTING 

VEGETATION



HARDSCAPES
Hardscape refers to the 
non-living elements in 
landscaping, such as a 
wooden arbor, a stone 
wall, or a brick patio.



Permeable Paver Examples



HARD
SCAPE



ADD IN 
YOUR
NEW 
TREES, 
SHRUBS, 
AND 
EVERGREENS



ADD IN
YOUR

PERENNIALS,
GRASSES,

AND 
GROUNDCOVERS



TIME 
TO

LABEL
YOUR

PLANTS!





TIME TO GET
SPOKANESCAPED!



EDGING
Edging serves a 
functional purpose by 
keeping mulch in 
planting beds, creating 
a barrier, containing 
paths made of pebbles, 
gravel, or other loose 
materials. 

the thing that holds stuff in!





• Local nurseries have 
a selection of water 
wise and native plants

• Make sure to check 
the label for sun and 
water requirements

• 4”-6” of mulch 
(hardwood mulch 
or stone mulch) 

• Water daily for a few 
weeks to establish 
root systems

TIME TO PLANT & MULCH

Call 811 Before You Dig!







SPOKANESCAPE 101
Plants, Placement, Pest Control

2026

Kris Moberg-Hendron. (she/her)

WSU Spokane County Extension 
Master Gardener Program 

WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance may 

be reported through your local Extension office



WSU Extension Master 
Gardener Mission 

Engaging university-trained volunteers 
to empower and sustain diverse 
communities with relevant, unbiased, 
research-based horticulture and 
environmental stewardship education. 



Water Conservation 

• Conserving water benefits people,

agriculture and the environment

• We all have a role to play in saving water

• Design low water landscapes

Promotes water-wise gardening and 
landscaping practices to conserve water.



Today’s Topics

• Why conserve water

• Keystone Plants

• Waterwise Plants

• Plant Placement

• Pest Control











Native Plants

• Indigenous: evolved in specific location

• Occurs at least partly in local natural habitats

• Consistently associated with certain other 
species in local natural habitats

• Ask at nursery for Spokane-specific native 
plants



Benefits of Native Plant Use

• Low water & fertilizer needs

• Pest & disease resistant

• Requires less maintenance

• Attracts wildlife

• Feeds native wildlife & pollinators

• Supports biodiverse ecosystem



Western Mountain Aster
Symphyotrichum spathulatum

KEYSTONE 
PLANT

Bombus occidentalis on Western Aster
Photo by Rich Hatfield, Xerces Society



Serviceberry
Amelanchier alnifolia

KEYSTONE 
PLANT

Mason Bee
Photo by Oregon State University



Ponderosa Pine
Pinus ponderosa

KEYSTONE 
PLANT

Western Pine Elfin
Callophrys eryphon

Photo: Judy Hoy, MT.gov

Pygmy Nuthatch
Photo by WDFW



Narrowleaf Milkweed
Asclepias fascicularis

Monarch Butterfly
Danaus plexippus plexippus

Photo: Cheryl Schultz, WSU

Monarch Caterpillar
Danaus plexippus plexippus

Photo by R. Sayler, WSU



Creeping Oregon Grape
Berberis repens



Blue Flax
Linum lewisii



Shrubby Penstemon
Penstemon fruticosa



Chokecherry
Prunus virginiana

KEYSTONE 
PLANT

Image taken along the Spokane River
 by Rich Leon

Lupine Blue
Photo: Bentler.us









Review
• Water is essential to life

• Responsible for protecting water resources: reduce 

water use

• Largest potential reduction: landscape water 

• Native plants: low water ecosystem support

• Waterwise plants 

• Beautiful & beneficial garden!



Questions?

Kris Moberg-Hendron

WSU Extension Master Gardener Volunteer

Contact:  AskAMasterGardener@spokanemg.org  

mailto:AskAMasterGardener@spokanemg.org


Watering Your SpokaneScape



Approved Watering Methods

Hand-watering Rotary Nozzles Drip Irrigation 

If you have a sprinkler system, you do not need to remove it completely. However, 
existing sprinklers must be capped, converted to drip irrigation, or swapped out for 
efficient rotary nozzles. 



Approved Watering Methods: Hand-watering



Approved Watering Methods: Hand-watering



Considerations for Hand-watering

• No irrigation system to maintain – leaks, repairs, 
upgrades

• Less water waste 
• An excuse to spend time on your landscape
• Exercise and fresh air
• Custom watering exactly where and when you want it! 

(even in tricky areas i.e. parking strip)

• Time-consuming
• Labor-intensive 



Approved Watering Methods: Rotary Nozzles



Approved Watering Methods: Rotary Nozzles



Considerations for Rotary Nozzles

• Efficient watering of large areas
• Easy retrofit from existing sprinkler system (and 

rebate offered for nozzles!) 
• Relatively hands-off

• Less targeted watering
• Some maintenance required (irrigation is a life of pain 

and suffering!) Clogged nozzles, tilted sprinkler heads, 
etc.

• Industry standard is 0.5” of water an hour – may need 
to run longer to water deeply i.e. if you have large 
trees



Approved Watering Methods: Drip Irrigation



Approved Watering Methods: Drip Irrigation



Considerations for Drip Irrigation

• Targeted watering for individual plants or larger areas

• Retrofit from existing sprinkler system (and rebate 
offered for spray-to drip conversion!)- or install from 
hose bibb

• Highly efficient and adaptable over time 

• Some maintenance required (irrigation is a life of pain 
and suffering!) Clogged emitters, leaks and breaks, 
damage from rodents/critters, need for upgrades as 
plants grow 

• Can be difficult to maintain pressure over very large 
areas

• Usually will want to run at least 45 minutes, but 
there’s math involved



DIY Drip Irrigation: Basic System Setup

Page 15 in the 

SpokaneScape 

Guidebook!



DIY Drip Irrigation: Supply Line

½” drip tubing

filter

inline drip tubing

pressure reducer



DIY Drip Irrigation: Supply Line

crimper

pipe cutter

clamps

barbed fittings



DIY Drip Irrigation: Parts and Pieces

couplers

hole punch

emitters

stakes



DIY Drip Irrigation: Order of Operations

1. Remove Grass  2. Plant 3. Irrigation 4. Mulch* 

*Depending on mulch type and mulch 
depth, you may install the drip system 
after laying down mulch. Drip irrigation 
underneath rock mulch or a thick layer of 
organic mulch can be difficult to deal with.



DIY Drip Irrigation: Do the Math!

Tubing Size Maximum Run 
Length 
(feet)

Maximum Output 
(gallons per hour)

¼” 30 30

½” 200 200

¾” 480 480

1” 960 960

General Guidelines For Drip Irrigation

Plant Size Watering Method

Small Plants 0.5-1 gallons per hour emitter

Small Shrubs 1-2 gallons per hour emitter

Large Shrubs/Trees drip rings or hand-water



Designing Your Watering System

• Keep drip line runs as short 

as possible

• Bends/turns can reduce 

pressure

• Looping can help equalize 

pressure 



Designing Your Watering System
• You made several copies 

of your site plan. Use one 
of these to map your 
existing irrigation system 
if you have one! Call 811 if 
you don’t know what’s 
underground. 

• Grouping plants according 
to water needs should be 
an early step in planning 
your SpokaneScape. 



Approved Watering Methods: A Different Approach 

Smart watering devices like OtO can be used 
to efficiently water landscapes, and are 
acceptable to use in place of, or in addition to,
other approved methods. A good option if:

• You have no in-ground sprinkler system
• You have discrete zones with unique watering
    needs
• You don’t want to fuss with drip irrigation 

We offer a $100 rebate for smart watering 
devices- just make sure
to get pre-approved 



Decrease Watering Over Time
• The watering needs of your brand-new SpokaneScape differ greatly 

from the watering needs in years to come 

• Once established in an appropriate location, native plants do not need 
supplemental water- take a look around!

• Other drought-tolerant plants may also do well without any water- 
experiment!

• Shrubs may take longer to establish, and have a longer watering-in 
time

• Large, non-native trees will still need water- plan accordingly!



Watering Resources

• Landscape Watering By the Numbers 

• WSU Extension – online resources

• US! (Water Efficiency Consultations)

• Community

https://wateruseitwisely.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Landscape-Watering-Guide.pdf
https://wateruseitwisely.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Landscape-Watering-Guide.pdf
https://pubs.extension.wsu.edu/product/drip-irrigation-for-the-yard-and-garden/?_gl=1%2Adwu8gq%2A_gcl_au%2AMTk0MzIzMjQ5Mi4xNzgyMjUxNTAz%2A_ga%2ANzcxMjc1Njk2LjE3ODIyNTE1MDM.%2A_ga_4QMXCEN73L%2AczE3ODM5NjE4OTgkbzIkZzAkdDE3ODM5NjE4OTgkajYwJGwwJGgw%2A_ga_NTJ05XEX4W%2AczE3ODM5NjE4OTgkbzIkZzAkdDE3ODM5NjE4OTgkajYwJGwwJGgw%2A_ga_2V1N389LGK%2AczE3ODM5NjE4OTgkbzIkZzAkdDE3ODM5NjE4OTgkajYwJGwwJGgw%2A_ga_X79E113SVP%2AczE3ODM5NjE4OTgkbzIkZzAkdDE3ODM5NjE4OTgkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://pubs.extension.wsu.edu/product/drip-irrigation-for-the-yard-and-garden/?_gl=1%2Adwu8gq%2A_gcl_au%2AMTk0MzIzMjQ5Mi4xNzgyMjUxNTAz%2A_ga%2ANzcxMjc1Njk2LjE3ODIyNTE1MDM.%2A_ga_4QMXCEN73L%2AczE3ODM5NjE4OTgkbzIkZzAkdDE3ODM5NjE4OTgkajYwJGwwJGgw%2A_ga_NTJ05XEX4W%2AczE3ODM5NjE4OTgkbzIkZzAkdDE3ODM5NjE4OTgkajYwJGwwJGgw%2A_ga_2V1N389LGK%2AczE3ODM5NjE4OTgkbzIkZzAkdDE3ODM5NjE4OTgkajYwJGwwJGgw%2A_ga_X79E113SVP%2AczE3ODM5NjE4OTgkbzIkZzAkdDE3ODM5NjE4OTgkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://pubs.extension.wsu.edu/product/drip-irrigation-for-the-yard-and-garden/?_gl=1%2Adwu8gq%2A_gcl_au%2AMTk0MzIzMjQ5Mi4xNzgyMjUxNTAz%2A_ga%2ANzcxMjc1Njk2LjE3ODIyNTE1MDM.%2A_ga_4QMXCEN73L%2AczE3ODM5NjE4OTgkbzIkZzAkdDE3ODM5NjE4OTgkajYwJGwwJGgw%2A_ga_NTJ05XEX4W%2AczE3ODM5NjE4OTgkbzIkZzAkdDE3ODM5NjE4OTgkajYwJGwwJGgw%2A_ga_2V1N389LGK%2AczE3ODM5NjE4OTgkbzIkZzAkdDE3ODM5NjE4OTgkajYwJGwwJGgw%2A_ga_X79E113SVP%2AczE3ODM5NjE4OTgkbzIkZzAkdDE3ODM5NjE4OTgkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://pubs.extension.wsu.edu/product/drip-irrigation-for-the-yard-and-garden/?_gl=1%2Adwu8gq%2A_gcl_au%2AMTk0MzIzMjQ5Mi4xNzgyMjUxNTAz%2A_ga%2ANzcxMjc1Njk2LjE3ODIyNTE1MDM.%2A_ga_4QMXCEN73L%2AczE3ODM5NjE4OTgkbzIkZzAkdDE3ODM5NjE4OTgkajYwJGwwJGgw%2A_ga_NTJ05XEX4W%2AczE3ODM5NjE4OTgkbzIkZzAkdDE3ODM5NjE4OTgkajYwJGwwJGgw%2A_ga_2V1N389LGK%2AczE3ODM5NjE4OTgkbzIkZzAkdDE3ODM5NjE4OTgkajYwJGwwJGgw%2A_ga_X79E113SVP%2AczE3ODM5NjE4OTgkbzIkZzAkdDE3ODM5NjE4OTgkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://my.spokanecity.org/publicworks/water/water-wise-spokane/water-efficiency-check-ups/
https://my.spokanecity.org/publicworks/water/water-wise-spokane/water-efficiency-check-ups/


Additional Rebate Opportunities



Thanks For Coming!

Contact our team at waterwise@spokanecity.org 

Visit www.waterwisespokane.org for an overview of our programs
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