
HOUSING

Maren Murphy
Plan Commission Update

September 23, 2020

ACTION PLAN
H O U S I N G  O P T I O N S  F O R  A L L

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hi everyone, my name is Maren Murphy. Thank you all for being here today. I hope everyone is staying healthy. This is the Land Use and Housing Policy Roundtable that is part of the Housing Action Plan.We know that you all are very busy, so we hope this is a productive discussion as we talk about how to address housing needs.



The Housing Action Plan 
will provide the City with 

a strategic approach to 
address current and 

future housing needs of 
the Spokane community.

Image: Visit Spokane

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We know that we are facing a housing gap locally, as many cities are in Washington and around the country.The Housing Action Plan will provide a strategic approach to address the housing needs of the our community.The goal is to promote greater housing diversity, affordability, and access to opportunity for residents of all incomes.



The Comprehensive Plan

• Our city’s long-range, 20-year 
plan for growth. 

• A set of goals, policies, and 
maps that state how the city 
should grow physically, socially, 
environmentally, and 
economically.

• Last periodic update in 2017.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today, I want to connect the Comprehensive Plan and policy to the Housing Action Plan. Many of you may be familiar with the Comprehensive Plan, others may be new to it. So we thought it would be useful to highlight the Comprehensive Plan as we talk about current and future housing needs.The comprehensive Plan sets the long-term goals and policies for the City, and the overall scheme of development.It is a 20-year plan for growth, last updated in 2017.The HAP does not update the comp plan, but it can and should further encourage housing development, goals, and policies. 



Vision: Growth will be managed to allow a mix of 
land uses that fit, support, and enhance Spokane’s 
neighborhoods, protect the environment, and 
sustain the downtown area and broaden the 
economic base of the community.

Values: The things that are important to Spokane’s 
future include:
• Acquiring and preserving the natural areas inside 

and outside the city;
• Controlling urban sprawl in order to protect 

outlying rural areas;
• Developing and maintaining convenient access 

and opportunities for shopping, services, and 
employment;

• Protecting the character of single-family 
neighborhoods;

• Guaranteeing a variety of densities that support a 
mix of land uses; and

• Utilizing current residential lots before developing 
raw land.

Comp Plan

Land Use

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I want to talk about two elements today, Land Use and Housing.First, the Land Use vision calls for managed growth with a mix of land uses that enhance neighborhoods, protect the environment, and sustain the downtown.The Land Use values add additional detail, and call for a mix of uses that further balanced growth, control urban sprawl, protect the character of single-family neighborhoods specifically, and support a variety of densities



Center & Corridor Focus

The City’s Comprehensive Plan is based on the 
principle of focusing growth in “Centers and 
Corridors.”

Key Land Use Policies:

• LU 1.3 Single-Family Residential Areas Protect 
the character of single-family residential 
neighborhoods by focusing higher intensity land 
uses in designated Centers and Corridors.

• LU 1.4 Higher Density Residential Uses Direct 
new higher density residential uses to Centers and 
Corridors designated on the Land Use Plan Map.

• LU 3.2 Centers and Corridors Designate Centers 
and Corridors (neighborhood scale, community or 
district scale, and regional scale) on the Land Use 
Plan Map that encourage a mix of uses and 
activities around which growth is focused.

Garland District – garlanddistrict.com

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A key component of the Comprehensive Plan is the Center & Corridor focus, which Council Member Mumm mentioned at the beginning of the meeting today.This policy encourages compact mix of retail, business, and residential activity in centers and corridors. It limits commercial and higher density development outside Centers and Corridors to support growth and development of Centers and CorridorsAnd to direct new higher density housing to Centers and Corridors and restricting this type of development in single-family areas, which would remain largely unchanged.This may be a point of discussion as we talk about how, where, and what capacity we have to increase housing options and diversity.To ensure that the market for higher density residential use is directed to Centers, future higher density housing generally is limited in other areas. The infill of Residential 15+ and Residential 15-30 residential designations located outside Centers are confined to the boundaries of existing multi-family residential designations where the existing use of land is predominantly higher density residential.



Comp Plan

Housing

Vision: Affordable housing of all types will be available 
to all community residents in an environment that is safe, 
clean, and healthy. Renewed emphasis will be placed on 
preserving existing houses and rehabilitating older 
neighborhoods.

Values: The things that are important to Spokane’s future 
include:

• Keeping housing affordable;

• Encouraging home ownership;

• Maintaining pride in ownership;

• Developing a good mix of housing types;

• Encouraging housing for the low-income and 
homeless throughout the entire city;

• Preserving existing houses; and 

• Rehabilitating older neighborhoods.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Much like the HAP, the Housing vision calls for affordable housing of all types that is safe, clean, and healthy.Values include:Keeping housing affordable;Developing a good mix of housing types;Preserving existing houses;



H 1 HOUSING 
CHOICE AND 
DIVERSITY 

Goal: Provide 
opportunities for a 
variety of housing 
types that is safe and 
affordable for all 
income levels to meet 
the diverse housing 
needs of current and 
future residents.

H 1.4 Use of Existing Infrastructure Direct new residential 
development into areas where community and human public services 
and facilities are available.

H 1.7 Socioeconomic Integration Promote socioeconomic 
integration throughout the city.

H 1.8 Affordable Housing Requirement Include a percentage of 
affordable housing within all new developments that include housing.

H 1.9 Mixed-Income Housing Encourage mixed-income 
developments throughout the city. 

H 1.11 Access to Transportation Encourage housing that provides 
easy access to public transit and other efficient modes of 
transportation. 

H 1.18 Distribution of Housing Options Promote a wide range of 
housing types and housing diversity to meet the needs of the diverse 
population and ensure that this housing is available throughout the 
community for people of all income levels and special needs.

H 1.20 Accessory Dwelling Units Allow one accessory dwelling unit 
as an ancillary use to single-family homes in all designated residential 
areas as an affordable housing option.

Key Policies

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first housing goal is aligned with the HAP’s overall goal as well, so that is really encouraging.There are key policies to promote socioeconomic integration, affordable housing, mixed-income housing, and the wide range of housing types and housing diversity in each neighborhood. Diversity includes styles, types, size, and cost of housing. H1.9 Mixed-income housing. Mixed income housing is one way to address inclusive and equitable neighborhoods, which the policies support. Can work to address equity more explicitly and address the history of inequality related to housing and access to housing, as Greg has referenced.H 1.18 Distribution of Housing Options Promote a wide range of housing types and housing diversity, and that these should be available in each neighborhood. H 1.20 ADU – allow one ADU per each SF home. I know there are additional conversations around ADUs that are looking at what changes need to be made to encourage more ADUs.These policies help guide the vision of housing in Spokane, and as we discuss with staff, stakeholders, the community, we can work to further housing development, goals, and policies. 



Current 
Zoning
Map

Presenter
Presentation Notes
WA Dept of Commerce also encourages housing action plans to look at this in light of zoning, particularly exclusionary zoning, which limits the supply, diversity, types, and cost levels of housing available. This ultimately impacts housing options for low income households, communities of color, and other people who have been historically marginalized. 



Centers and 
Corridors 

(3% of City)

Commercial/
Retail/Office

(7.5% of City)

Industrial
(21.2% of City)

Zoned Residential
(68.1% of City)

Residential 
Allowed

(78.8% of City)

CURRENT
ZONING 
PATTERNS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This series of maps shows the current zoning patterns with centers and corridors, commercial/retail/office, and industrial.Zoned residential occupies the largest acreage of our city at 68%, but residential is also allowed in every other zone except industrial.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We also have data about the acreage per zoning area.



ZONING AND 
HOUSING TYPES

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The housing policies call for more housing types and options. When we look at zoning and what housing types are allowed in current zoning, we also have to remember the connection with policy. What is allowed within current policy, and what might need to be changed over time to allow for more housing types and options in current zones?



Roundtable 
Discussions

• Gain deeper understanding of local 
housing challenges, needs and affordability 
issues

• Amplify community knowledge and 
experience about housing to build the case 
for action

• Understand inequities in housing, and 
implications for housing policy and 
regulations

• Explore opportunities for housing 
production and potential strategies to 
address equitable outcomes

September 10: Development Regulations

September 15: Land Use and Housing Policy

September 17: Equity in Housing

September 23: Affordable Housing and Rental 
Housing

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I shared last time that we were just starting our roundtables, and we just finished our last one today. These were in-depth discussions to collectively understand challenges facing housing in Spokane, and help build understanding for community solutions.The discussions have had 20-40 people each, and they have been very robust. We sincerely appreciate all the time and energy people have given over the last two weeks to make these happen, including City staff as facilitators and all the participants.We are working on meeting notes and hope to share those out and post on the website when ready.



Example 
Discussion 
Questions

• What is the housing market looking to build in 
Spokane? What are we not seeing in our market that 
others are building?

• One of the key goals in the Housing Chapter is to 
provide opportunities for a variety of housing types that 
is safe and affordable for all income levels. What 
opportunities do you see for increasing housing 
options?

• What types of City policies, programs, and practices can 
further inclusive and equitable outcomes in housing?

• What messaging would help build community 
acceptance for diverse housing options?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I invite Commissioner Beyreuther or Commissioner Francis to share a little about what they heard, and I’ve included some of the discussion questions in case others would like to engage.



Next Steps

• Housing Needs Assessment Fact Packet

• City Council Study Session: October 1

• Housing Action Plan Working Group: October 7

• External engagement opportunities
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