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Land Use and Housing Policy Roundtable
September 15, 2020
3:00 pm – 4:30 pm

ACTION PLAN
H O U S I N G  O P T I O N S  F O R  A L L

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hi everyone, my name is Maren Murphy. Thank you all for being here today. I hope everyone is staying healthy. This is the Land Use and Housing Policy Roundtable that is part of the Housing Action Plan.We know that you all are very busy, so we hope this is a productive discussion as we talk about how to address housing needs.



Zoom How-to

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Just a reminder of the controls. You can unmute yourself, turn on/off your webcam, see the participants, and send a chat if needed.



Today’s Format:

• Overview (10 minutes)
• Small-Group Discussions (40 minutes)
• Large Group Share-out and Discussion (20 minutes)
• Takeaways

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today’s format: I will share a brief overview of the discussion.The majority of the focus will be small-group discussions, followed by a large-group share-out.We have other staff here today to help facilitate small group discussions. We will save introductions once we jump into the break-out rooms.



The Housing Action Plan 
will provide the City with 

a strategic approach to 
address current and 

future housing needs of 
the Spokane community.

Image: Visit Spokane

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We know that we are facing a housing gap locally, as many cities are in Washington and around the country.The Housing Action Plan will provide a strategic approach to address the housing needs of the our community.The goal is to promote greater housing diversity, affordability, and access to opportunity for residents of all incomes.



Major Tasks and Timeline

ADOPTION BY 
RESOLUTION
APRIL 1, 2021

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We began this project at the beginning of the year, and our timeline for completion is spring 2021. We have been working on identifying housing needs and gaps, and this roundtable with stakeholders is part of that process. We also acknowledge there have been many conversations over the last few years addressing housing needs, and this process builds on these conversations and momentum.



Roundtable 
Discussions

• Gain deeper understanding of local 
housing challenges, needs and affordability 
issues

• Amplify community knowledge and 
experience about housing to build the case 
for action

• Understand inequities in housing, and 
implications for housing policy and 
regulations

• Explore opportunities for housing 
production and potential strategies to 
address equitable outcomes

September 10: Development Regulations

September 15: Land Use and Housing Policy

September 17: Equity in Housing

September 23: Affordable Housing and Rental 
Housing

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today, we are hosting this roundtable to collectively understand challenges facing housing in Spokane, and help build understanding for community solutions.This is part of a series of discussions with stakeholders to explore topics related to housing.A single strategy will not solve this complex issue— we will need to consider a range of options and tools to meaningfully address the challenge we face. We also must work hand-in-hand with the you all and the community in order to move actions forward.



We encourage you to actively share ideas, observations, and 
perspectives, while also actively listening to others. 

Ask questions to help create dialogue and drive the analysis 
forward. 

Consider and discuss issues from a broad perspective, as well 
as your own perspective. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today…



The Comprehensive Plan

• Our city’s long-range, 20-year 
plan for growth. 

• A set of goals, policies, and 
maps that state how the city 
should grow physically, socially, 
environmentally, and 
economically.

• Last periodic update in 2017.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the agenda, I shared links to the City’s Comprehensive Plan, Shaping Spokane.The comprehensive Plan sets the long-term goals and policies for the City, and the overall scheme of development.It is a 20-year plan for growth, last updated in 2017.



Comprehensive 
Plan sets the 
long term goals 
and policies for 
the City

The Housing 
Action Plan has the 
ability to focus 
attention, build 
community 
support and 
promote 
accountability for 
enacting change. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The HAP informs our comprehensive plan AND it guides implementation of those policies by identifying strategies to achieve our housing needs. The HAP does not update the comp plan, but it can and should further encourage housing development, goals, and policies. The value of the plan lies in its ability to focus attention, build community support and promote accountability. 



• Land Use Vision: Growth will be managed to 
allow a mix of land uses that fit, support, and 
enhance Spokane’s neighborhoods, protect the 
environment, and sustain the downtown area 
and broaden the economic base of the 
community.

• Land Use Values: The things that are important 
to Spokane’s future include:

• Acquiring and preserving the natural areas 
inside and outside the city;

• Controlling urban sprawl in order to protect 
outlying rural areas;

• Developing and maintaining convenient access 
and opportunities for shopping, services, and 
employment;

• Protecting the character of single-family 
neighborhoods;

• Guaranteeing a variety of densities that support 
a mix of land uses; and

• Utilizing current residential lots before 
developing raw land.

• Housing Vision: Affordable housing of all types 
will be available to all community residents in an 
environment that is safe, clean, and healthy. 
Renewed emphasis will be placed on preserving 
existing houses and rehabilitating older 
neighborhoods.

• Housing Values: The things that are important 
to Spokane’s future include:

• Keeping housing affordable;
• Encouraging home ownership;
• Maintaining pride in ownership;
• Developing a good mix of housing types;
• Encouraging housing for the low-income and 

homeless throughout the entire city;
• Preserving existing houses; and 
• Rehabilitating older neighborhoods.

LAND USE ELEMENT HOUSING ELEMENT

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are two main components we would like to explore today: Land Use and Housing.I shared the vision and values of these two elements in the agenda, and the small groups will have this to reference in the discussions.The Land Use policies generally call for a mix of uses that further balanced growth, control urban sprawl and support a variety of densities.Much like the HAP, the Housing policies call for safe and affordable housing that supports all residents, including a variety of housing types and preserving existing houses.



Center & Corridor Focus

• The City’s Comprehensive Plan is 
based on the principle of focusing 
growth in “Centers and Corridors.”

• Encourages a compact mix of retail, 
business, and residential activity makes 
it easier to walk or bicycle to shops and 
services. (LU 3.2 Centers and 
Corridors)

• While this growth occurs in Centers 
and Corridors, established single 
family residential neighborhoods will 
remain largely unchanged. (LU 1.3 
Single-Family Residential Areas)

Garland District – garlanddistrict.com

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A key component of the Comprenhensive Plan is the Center & Corridor focus.This policy encourages compact mix of retail, business, and residential activity in centers and corridors. The policy states that while this growth occurs in Centers and Corridors, established single family residential neighborhoods will remain largely unchanged.This may be a point of discussion as we talk about how, where, and what capacity we have to increase housing options and diversity.



Centers and Corridors

• Neighborhood Center
• Indian Trail and Barnes
• South Perry
• Grand Boulevard/12th-14th
• Garland
• West Broadway
• Lincoln and Nevada
• Fort George Wright Drive 

and Government Way

• District Center
• Shadle Center
• Lincoln Heights
• Southgate;
• 57th and Regal;
• Grand District;
• Five Mile – Francis-Ash
• NorthTown – Division-

Wellesley

• Employment Center
• East Sprague
• North Foothills
• Maxwell and Elm 
• Holy Family
• North Nevada – Westview-

Magnesium
• Trent and Hamilton

• Corridors
• North Monroe Street
• Hillyard Business Corridor
• Hamilton Street Corridor

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is a map of the 24 Centers and Corridors, which include neighborhood centers, district centers, employment centers, and corridors.



Current 
Zoning
Map

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our current zoning map shows a mix of residential (yellow-orange), commercial (red and purple for downtown), and industrial zoning (blue), with the higher intensity uses around the centers and corridors.



Centers and 
Corridors 

(3% of City)

Commercial/
Retail/Office

(7.5% of City)

Industrial
(21.2% of City)

Zoned Residential
(68.1% of City)

Residential 
Allowed

(78.8% of City)

CURRENT
ZONING 
PATTERNS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This series of maps shows the current zoning patterns with centers and corridors, commercial/retail/office, and industrial.Zoned residential occupies the largest acreage of our city at 68%, but residential is also allowed in every other zone except industrial.



HOUSING POLICY 
AND INEQUALITY

WA Commerce Guidance: Housing action 
plan can and should proactively address 
the history of racial and income inequality 
and how redlining, restrictive covenants, 
and exclusionary zoning has influenced 
local housing patterns.

Image: University of Richmond Mapping Inequality project

Source: Washington Department of Commerce “Guidance for 
Developing a Housing Action Plan”

15

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We also must acknowledge the historic context that has contributed to the patterns of zoning and housing development. Historic practices include redlining, seen here in the 1930s federal residential security map of Spokane that deemed areas declining or hazardous based on who lived there; as well as restrictive covenants, and exclusionary zoning. These have had long-lasting impacts on neighborhoods, which have reproduced continued patterns of inequality today. This can limit the options and supply of housing opportunities for low- and moderate-income households, communities of color, and other marginalized populations.Dept of Commerce guidance for the HAP urges cities to look at the history of racial and income inequality, particularly around exclusionary zoning. Our next roundtable on Equity in Housing will dive into this more, but it is also important to consider equity as part of our focus when we talk about policy.This is the use of zoning to limit the production of new housing in higher income neighborhoods by prohibiting multifamily dwellings or setting large minimum lot size requirements. 



Break-out Rooms

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I will now turn you to the break-out rooms. You will get an invitation to join a break-out room. You can do introductions there and then jump in to the discussion questions. We will aim to be back here by 4:00 pm.



Kick-off 
Discussion 
Questions

• One of the key goals in the Housing Chapter is to 
provide opportunities for a variety of housing types that 
is safe and affordable for all income levels. What 
opportunities do you see for increasing housing 
options?

• Housing and transportation costs are typically a 
household’s largest expenditures. How do we make 
sure housing and transportation costs are both 
affordable?

• What type of areas and centers in Spokane city are most 
supportive and/or have the most capacity and amenities 
for development?

• How can we build community acceptance for diverse 
housing options and mixed income communities?



Additional Roundtables

September 17: Equity in Housing
3:00 pm – 4:30 pm

September 23: Affordable Housing and Rental Housing
10:30 am – 12:00 pm
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