
Title 17C Land Use Standards 

Chapter 17C.190 Use Category Descriptions 

Article VI. Other Categories 

Section 17C.190.500 Agriculture 

A. Characteristics. 

Agriculture includes activities that raise, produce or keep plants or animals. 

B. Accessory Uses. 

Accessory uses include dwellings for proprietors and employees of the use and 
animal training. 

C. Examples. 

Examples include breeding or raising of fowl or other animals; dairy farms; stables; 
riding academies; fish rearing facilities; kennels or other animal boarding places; 
farming, truck gardening, forestry, tree farming; and wholesale plant nurseries. 

D. Exceptions. 

1. Processing of animal or plant products, including milk, and feed lots are 
classified as Manufacturing and Production. 

2. Livestock auctions are classified as Wholesale Sales. 

3. Sale of products produced on site is permitted; provided, that structures for 
this purpose are limited to five hundred square feet of total floor area per 
site. 

4. Plant nurseries that are oriented to retail sales are classified as Retail Sales 
and Service. 

4.5. Fish rearing facilities are only permitted in accordance with SMC 
17E.060.470. 
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Section 17E.060.470 Aquaculture 

Aquaculture activities are presently not in use, nor are they an anticipated activity within 
the shoreline jurisdiction. Therefore, these activities are not applicable to the City of 
Spokane. If the City should determine in the future that aquaculture will be allowed in 
the shoreline jurisdiction, regulations will be established by amendment to the SMP and 
to all other applicable City of Spokane development regulations. 

A. Definition 

Aquaculture means the rearing or farming of fish, shellfish, or other aquatic plants and 
animals and may include accessory uses. Examples of support facilitiesaccessory uses 
include, but are not limited to: pump houses, office space, on-site staff housing, 
maintenance buildings, storage buildings, equipment sheds, and aquaculture research 
and diagnostics laboratories. 

B. Aquaculture is only allowed for the purpose of enhancing or restoring indigenous 
salmonid populations and fisheries, for enhancing or restoring native aquatic plants, or 
for educational purposes, or for sport harvest and sustenance purposes.  

C. Aquaculture is limited to the Urban Conservancy Environment and Natural 
Environment environmental designation and the Latah Creek shoreline district. 

D. Aquaculture is not permitted in areas where it would result in a net loss of ecological 
functions, adversely impact aquatic macroinvertebrates, or significantly conflict with 
navigation and other water-dependent uses. 

E. Aquaculture facilities should be designed and located so as not to spread disease to 
native aquatic life, establish new nonnative species which cause significant ecological 
impacts, or significantly impact the aesthetic qualities of the shoreline. 
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Section 17E.060.690 Shoreline Primary Use 

A. In addition to this section, shoreline uses are subject to the regulations in Article 
V, Part I, General Requirements for Shoreline Use. 

B. Refer to SMC 17E.060.300 for uses and activities that are exempt from obtaining 
a shoreline substantial development permit. An exemption from the shoreline 
substantial development permit process is not an exemption from compliance with 
the Shoreline Management Act or provisions of these Shoreline Regulations, or 
from any other regulatory requirements. To be authorized, all uses and activities 
must be consistent with the policies and regulations of the entire SMP and the Act. 

C. To be permitted in the Shoreline Jurisdiction, a use must be permitted in both the 
shoreline environment and the underlying zone in which it is located. 

D. Uses not listed in Table 17E.060-4 or Title 17C may only be authorized as a 
conditional use. 

E. Legend for Table 17E.060-4: 

1. Permitted Uses – “P” 

Uses permitted are listed in Table 17E.060-4 with a “P”. These uses are 
allowed if they comply with the development standards of these Shoreline 
Regulations and Title 17C. A shoreline substantial development permit or an 
exemption from such permit is required, pursuant to SMC 17E.060.290 and 
SMC 17E.060.300. 

2. Limited Uses – “L” 

Uses allowed that are subject to limitations are listed in Table 17E.060-4 with 
an “L”. These uses are allowed if they comply with the limitations as listed in 
the footnotes following the table and the development standards of these 
Shoreline Regulations and title 17C SMC. A shoreline substantial 
development permit or an exemption from such permit is required. 

3. Conditional Uses – “CU” 

Uses that are allowed if approved through the shoreline conditional use review 
process are listed in Table 17E.06-4 with a “CU.” These uses are allowed 
provided they comply with the conditional use approval criteria for that use, 
the development standards of these Shoreline Regulations and Title 17C. 
Uses listed with a “CU” that also have a footnote number in the table are 
subject to the standards cited in the footnote. 

4. Uses Not Permitted – “N” 

Uses listed in Table 17E.060-4 with an “N” are not permitted. Existing uses in 
categories listed as not permitted are subject to the standards in Chapter 
17C.210 SMC, Land Use Standards Non Conforming Situations, and SMC 
17E.060.380, Nonconforming Structures and Uses. 
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TABLE 17E.060-04 

SHORELINE PRIMARY USES 

Use is: Shoreline Environments 

P: 

Permitted (with 
shoreline 
substantial 
development permit 
or exemption) 

NE UCE SRE LUE IUE WTPE N: Not permitted 

L: 
Allowed, but special 
limitations 

CU: 
Conditional use 
review required 

Agriculture 

Low intensity agriculture N L[1]/CU N N N N 

High intensity agriculture N N N N N N 

Aquaculture 

Aquaculture NP NP N N N N 

Boating Facilities 

Marinas N N N N N N 

Launch ramps for small 
non-motorized watercraft 

CU CU CU CU N CU 

Capital Facilities and Utilities 

Maintenance of existing 
utilities or facilities 

P P P P P P 

New construction or 
expansion of existing 
utilities or facilities 

L[2]/CU L[2]/CU L[2]/CU L[2]/CU L[2]/CU L[2]/CU 



Over-water or underwater 
utility crossings 

CU CU CU CU CU CU 

New bridges solely for 
pipelines 

N N N N N N 

Facilities which constitute 
the final termination or 
destination of a 
transmission line 

N N N N N N 

Expansions or upgrades of 
existing wastewater 
treatment plant facilities 
and accessory uses 

N N N N N CU 

New wastewater treatment 
plant facilities and pumping 
stations 

N N N N N L[2]/CU 

New wastewater treatment 
outfall infrastructure 

CU CU CU CU CU P 

New wireless 
communication support 
tower 

N N N N N N 

Commercial Development 

Water-dependent 
commercial uses 

N P N P P N 

Water-related commercial 
uses 

N P N P P N 

Water-enjoyment 
commercial uses 

N P N P P N 

Non-water-oriented 
commercial uses 

N L[3] N L[3] L[3] N 

Forest Practices 

Forest practices N N N N N N 

Industrial Development 



Water-dependent industrial 
uses 

N CU N CU CU N 

Water-related industrial 
uses 

N CU N CU CU N 

Non-water-oriented 
industrial uses 

N L[4]/CU N L[4]/CU L[4]/CU N 

High-impact industrial uses N N N N N N 

Institutional 

Water-dependent 
institutional 

CU CU CU CU CU N 

Water-related institutional CU CU CU CU CU N 

Water-enjoyment 
institutional 

CU CU CU CU CU CU 

Non-water-oriented 
institutional 

L[5]/CU L[5]/CU L[5]/CU L[5]/CU L[5]/CU N 

In-stream Structures 

In-stream structures L[6]/CU CU CU CU CU CU 

Mining 

Mining N N N N N N 

Recreational Development 

Water-dependent 
recreational 

CU CU CU CU CU N 

Water-related recreation CU CU CU CU CU CU 

Water-enjoyment 
recreation 

L[7]/CU CU CU CU CU CU 

Non-water-oriented 
recreation 

N CU CU CU CU N 

Residential Development 



Single-family residences CU P P P P N 

Two-family residences N P P P P N 

Three-family residences N P P P P N 

Multi-family residences (4 
or more dwelling units) 

N CU CU CU CU N 

Accessory dwelling unit 
(ADU) 

CU P P P P N 

Detached accessory 
structures 

CU P P P P N 

Group living N CU CU CU CU N 

Subdivision 

All subdivisions (including 
binding site plans) 

L[8]/CU CU CU CU CU N 

Parking 

Commercial parking or 
parking facility as primary 
use 

N N N N N N 

Parking, accessory to a 
permitted use 

P P P P P P 

Transportation 

New streets or street 
expansions that are part of 
the City of Spokane 
designated regional arterial 
network 

L[9]/CU L[9]/CU L[9]/CU L[9]/CU L[9]/CU L[9]/CU 

New local access streets 
or street expansions 
serving permitted shoreline 
uses 

L[10]/CU L[10] L[10] L[10] L[10] L[10] 

Pedestrian and bicycle 
linkages to existing or 

L[11]/CU P P P P P 



planned transportation 
networks 

Maintenance roads, 
accessory to a permitted 
use 

P P P P P P 

Railroads and Rail Corridors 

New rail lines L[12]/CU L[12]/CU L[12]/CU L[12]/CU L[12]/CU L[12]/CU 

Expansion of existing rail 
lines 

P P P P P P 
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