
CHRONIC 

NUISANCE 

PROPERTIES 



The Civil Enforcement Unit goes after 

sustainable crime reduction through 

community oriented policing. 



“a property on which three or more 

nuisance activities occur or exist during any 

sixty-day period”  

CHRONIC NUISANCE – SMC 10.08A 



“Every building…used for the purpose of unlawfully 

manufacturing, delivering, selling, storing, or giving 

away any controlled substance…” 

DRUG NUISANCE – RCW 7.43 

 



drug activity 

harassment 

assaults 

violent behavior 

noise 

prostitution 

trafficking in stolen 

property 

indecent exposure 

lewd conduct 

firearms violation 

gang activity 



“I’d like to see God place a 

sinkhole under the place and 

suck it down to hell…” 
   - D. Randolph 



.2% result in lawsuits 

CHRONIC NUISANCE / DRUG NUISANCE 

 



 

 

 

  

            

 

 

BIGGEST CHALLENGES 

Drug 

Addiction 

Mental 

Illness 



99.8% resolve with    

  community engagement 



920 NOA’s mailed since January, 2015 

NOTICE OF ARREST 

 

notification to landlords of violent 

arrests and drug seizures occurring 

on their rental premises 



NOTIFICATION TO PROPERTY OWNER OF DRUG ACTIVITY 

 

“property will be subject to seizure and 
forfeiture by the City of Spokane if the 

illegal drug activity continues beyond the 
date of this notification” 



“The following property is in danger of being 

declared a chronic nuisance property” 

CHRONIC NUISANCE NOTICE 

 



FINAL WARNING LETTER 

“In order to avoid very costly legal action you 

must immediately cease and desist any and all 

nuisance activity and contact me immediately 

to discuss your intention with your property” 



Legal Warning Letter 

New Management 

Extra Security 

Problem Tenants Evicted 

November         20 CFS 

December         10 CFS 

January            6 CFS 

Drug Activity 

Assaults 

Fear 



• GIS MAP with chronic 

nuisance properties 

highlighted 

 COMING SOON. 

• Working with Crime 

Analysis for this piece. 

 

o 2014 – present  

o 3,802 properties 

o 23,100 CFS 

______________ 

  $1 million cost 



Estimated Cost of Abandoned Properties 

     $5 million per year 

___________________________________________ 

o direct costs    $2.2 million 

o property values   $94.5 million 

o property tax  $2 million 



A single block with an abandoned 

property can expect  

o  3.2 times the drug calls 

o  1.8 times the theft calls 

o  2 times the violent calls 
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 “chronic nuisance property” includes   

“any abandoned property where nuisance activity exists.” 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 



 

Chronic Nuisance 



 

Nuisance Abated 



 

Return to Productive Use 




