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Overview 

On April 22, 2025, the City of Spokane and Climate Planning consultant team hosted an Earth Day 
Community Workshop to learn from and share with Spokane’s community. Hosted at the West Central 
Community Center, 21 community members shared their experiences with climate hazards and how we 

can support a more resilient Spokane. The workshop was a drop-in style event with posters at 4 stations, 
where attendees engaged in activities, interacted with the Climate Vulnerability Index online mapping tool, 
and were able to have in-depth conversations with staff members. Food was provided by Feast World 
Kitchen and a kids table with activities such as coloring pages, was set up to support a fun and accessible 
event. Participants filled out ‘passports’, receiving a stamp at each station, to enter into a raffle for Feast 

World Kitchen gift cards and City swag. Feedback received during the workshop informed the Climate Risk 
& Vulnerability Assessment and will support the development of future policies for a resilient and adaptive 
Spokane.  

 

  

Date & Time   April 22, 2025  

6:00PM - 7:30PM 

Location   Newton Meeting Room at the West Central Community Center 

Number of 

Participants   

21 

Purpose 

The purpose of the workshop was to: 



 

 

▪ Facilitate broad community input on climate impacts to the City and idea for City actions. 

▪ Provide an inclusive and accessible opportunity for engagement, with efforts made to accommodate 
diverse needs and preferences. 

Key Takeaways  

▪ All attendees were at least somewhat concerned with climate impacts in Spokane. 

▪ Participants were asked to rank six climate pollution reduction actions: 1) renewable energy sources, 2) 

energy efficient buildings, 3) electric vehicles, 4) alternative transportation options, 5) waste 
minimization, and 6) protect green spaces and trees. Of the six climate pollution reduction action 
categories, alternative transportation options and protect green spaces and trees received the most 
support, and electric vehicles and waste minimization received the least support.  

▪ Participants were asked to rank eight climate resilience actions: 1) preserve, restore, and expand 

nature, 2) address rising costs, 3) stronger infrastructure, 4) community preparedness, 5) weatherproof 
buildings, 6) support local food systems, 7) water protection and conservation, and 8) community 
education and action. Of the eight climate resilience action categories, preserve, restore, and expand 
nature received the most support, and addressing rising costs, weatherproof buildings, and support 
local food systems received the least support.  

▪ Participants were presented with 6 categories of individuals actions they could take in the next five 
years: 1) expand your transportation options, 2) make changes at home, 3) reduce waste, 4) support 
local, sustainable food systems, 5) adapt to climate risks, and 6) organize with your community. Of the 
six categories presented, support local, sustainable food systems and organize your community 
received the most support, and adapt to climate risks received the least.  

▪ There were a few action ideas that were common among the attendees’ suggestions: 

 Increase bike and pedestrian infrastructure, and ensure current systems are safe 

 Expand public transportation infrastructure and promote connectivity  

 Support infill and mixed-use development to reduce sprawl  

 Promote water conservation  

Workshop Stations  

As previously noted, the workshop was a drop-in style event with 4 stations. 

Station 1 introduced the City of Spokane’s climate planning efforts as part of the PlanSpokane 2046 
Periodic Update to the Comprehensive Plan. Participants shared how concerned they are about climate 
impacts and extreme weather events in Spokane.  

Station 2 examined Spokane’s climate pollution, shared the benefits of reducing climate pollution, and 

asked participants to share which actions they want to see in Spokane to reduce climate pollution.  

Station 3 explored how climate hazards and extreme weather events will affect Spokane and potential 
ways to adapt and build local resiliency to changes. There was a computer with Spokane’s Climate 



 

 

Vulnerability Index, where participants could explore the map and understand how climate change will 
impact their neighborhood. Additionally, participants shared which actions they want to see in Spokane to 
build resilience to climate change. 

Station 4 shared individual actions participants could take to prepare for climate change, build resiliency to 
climate impacts, and reduce their impact. There was a mapping activity, where participants detailed where 
they would like to see changes to enable individuals to take more climate-resilient actions.  

See Appendix A for a list of all the posters and images of poster activities and written responses.  

Action Prioritization Feedback  

Climate Pollution Reduction 

Participants were asked to place a star by the climate pollution reduction actions they support and would 
like to see prioritized. Of the 6 climate pollution reduction categories, alternative transportation options 
and protect green spaces and trees received the most votes with 10 each, followed by renewable energy 
sources (6), energy efficient buildings (3), and electric vehicles and waste minimization with the fewest 
votes (2 each).   

Participants were also asked to share any additional ideas they had for the City to reduce climate pollution. 
These are the following ideas they shared: 

Sector Recommendation Instances 

Transportation Additional and safer bike and 

pedestrian corridors, more bike trails 

like the Ben Burr trail 

6 

Transportation  Increased and free public transit  3 

Transportation More regional rail, consider light rail 

development 

3 

Transportation North/South and East/West bike 

corridors 

1 

Transportation Comprehensive bus transportation, 

serving destinations outside of 

downtown  

1 

Transportation Lower taxes on EVs 1 

Transportation Offer EV incentives 1 

Waste Management Curbside composting 2 



 

 

Sector Recommendation Instances 

Water Resources Better aquifer management to 

conserve water 

2 

Zoning and Development Incentive infill development 2 

Zoning and Development Low cost predesigned and permitted 

ADUs 

1 

Climate Resilience 

Participants were asked to place a star by the climate resilience actions they support and would like to see 
prioritized. Of the 8 climate resilience categories, preserve, restore, and expand nature received the most 

votes with 9, followed by water protection and conservation (7), community education and action (4), 

stronger infrastructure (3), community preparedness (3), and addressing rising costs, weatherproof 
buildings, and support local food systems with the fewest votes at 2 each.  

Participants were also asked to share any additional ideas they had for the City to support climate 
resilience. These are the following ideas they shared:   

Sector Recommendation Instance 

Agriculture and Food Systems Reduce food deserts 1 

Agriculture and Food Systems Less regulation for farms 1 

Buildings and Energy Energy conservation tools for rental 

housing 

1 

Buildings and Energy Incentives for landlord improvement 1 

Community Wellbeing More indoor play spaces 1 

Community Wellbeing Protect outdoor workers from 

extreme heat and smoke impacts 

1 

Community Wellbeing Improvements for schools to have air 

filtration for wildfire smoke 

1 

Economic Development Stable jobs and pay for outdoor 

workers 

1 

Ecosystems Tree canopy planting to reduce heat 

impacts 

1 

Water Resources Water conservation initiates 1 

Zoning and Development Mixed use development 1 



 

 

Appendix A: Climate Element Workshop Posters 

The workshop had the following stations and posters: 

▪ Station 1: Welcome & Climate Planning Overview 

 Poster 1: Welcome to the City of Spokane Climate Planning Workshop! 

 Poster 2: Welcome to the City of Spokane Climate Planning Workshop/Why are you here today?* 

 Poster 3: Planning for Climate Change in the City of Spokane* 

▪ Station 2: Climate Pollution Reduction 

 Poster 4: Climate Pollution in Spokane 

 Poster 5: Prioritizing Climate Pollution Reduction Actions* 

▪ Station 3: Climate Impacts & Building Resilience 

 Poster 6: How will Spokane be Impacted by Climate Change? 

 Poster 7: Spokane’s Climate Vulnerability  

 Poster 8: Prioritizing Actions That Build Local Resilience* 

 Computer: Climate Vulnerability Index 

▪ Station 4: How You Can Take Action 

 Poster 9: What You Can Do Right Now in Spokane* 

 Poster 10: Climate Ready Spokane* 

 Poster 11: Climate Ready Spokane* 

 Poster 12: Mapping for a Better Spokane (District 1)* 

 Poster 13: Mapping for a Better Spokane (District 2)* 

 Poster 14: Mapping for a Better Spokane (District 3)* 

See below for images of workshop poster activities and the written responses. 



 

 

Poster 2: Welcome to the City of Spokane Climate Planning Workshop! 

 

▪ Family invited me 

▪ I work in climate change  

▪ I want to learn what the city is doing in terms of climate 

▪ I wanted to share my experience, concerns, and ideas and see what the city is doing  

▪ Only heard about this from Spokane Public Radio  

▪ Decrease urban heat 

▪ Curious about what we’re doing  

▪ To celebrate Earth Day  

▪ Make bus stops cool  

▪ Because I want to learn more about Spokane’s environmental concerns  



 

 

▪ Personal values and community investment  

Poster 3: Planning for Climate Change in the City of Spokane 

 

▪ 1, not at all concerned - 0 votes  

▪ 2 – 0 votes  

▪ 3, somewhat concerned – 1 vote  

▪ 4 - 5 votes  

▪ 5, extremely concerned – 8 votes 



 

 

Poster 5: Prioritizing Climate Pollution Reduction Actions 

 

▪ Renewable energy sources – 6 votes 

▪ Energy efficient buildings – 3 votes  

▪ Electric vehicles – 2 votes  

▪ Alternative transportation options – 10 votes  

▪ Waste minimization – 2 votes  

▪ Protect green spaces and trees – 10 votes  



 

 

▪ What other ideas do you have? 

 Free buses/public transit- try them at least (+2) 

 North/South and East/West bike corridors  

 Safer bike traffic to Centennial Trail (+1) 

 Actual curbside composting, not burned (+1) 

 More bike infrastructure, protected and bike/pedestrian only corridors (+4) 

 Better aquifer management to conserve water (+1) 

 Make it hard to drive like Paris (+1) 

 Bus network should be comprehensive, don’t route every bus to downtown  

 Safe bike corridors, more bike trails like the Ben Burr trail (+1) 

 Regional light rail (+1) 

 Incentivize infill development (+1) 

 Lower taxes on EVs 

 More EV incentives  

 We can be Paris for bikes  

 Less AI data centers (+1) 

 More regional rail (dville-Spo-Pullman) 

 Low cost predesigned and permitted ADUs 

 Light rail from Coeur d'Alene to the airport (+1) 



 

 

Poster 8: Prioritizing Actions that build Local Resilience 

 

 

▪ Preserve, restore, & expand nature – 9 votes  

▪ Address rising costs – 2 votes  

▪ Stronger infrastructure – 3 votes  

▪ Community preparedness – 3 votes  

▪ Weatherproof buildings – 2 votes  



 

 

▪ Support local food systems – 2 votes  

▪ Water protection & conservation – 7 votes  

▪ Community education & action – 4 votes  

▪ What else should we consider? 

 Multi-level/ mixed use development (commercial on ground floor, housing above) 

 Food desert mitigation through small, fresh corner stores  

 Water conservation initiatives  

 More indoor play spaces  

 “plug and play” energy conservation tools for rental housing  

 Heat mapping and subsequent canopy planting  

 Make it easier for local farms. Less regulation CPGs, etc.  

 Fast track permitting for buildings and housing with lower GHG infrastructure 

 Stable jobs and pay for outdoor/natural resource workers  

 Renters' vs homeowner- incentives for landlord improvement  

 Outdoor workers:  

▪ Extreme heat- provide cold packs, start work earlier/flexible hours, provide breaks, provide 
cool water  

▪ Smoke- provide N95 masks, medical knowledge and protocols 

 The parks/school bond measure should have improvements for schools to have air filtration for 
wildfire smoke 

Climate Vulnerability Index Computer 

Attendees viewed the Climate Vulnerability Index on a computer and added their comments directly to the 
online map. You can view the map and comments here.  

 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/fdb8a19e464d453589e843338152bb7c/


 

 

Poster 9: What You Can Do Right Now in Spokane 

 

▪ Expand your Transportation Options – 5 votes  

▪ Make Changes at Home – 5 votes  

▪ Reduce Waste – 6 votes  

▪ Support Local, Sustainable Food Systems – 7 votes  

▪ Adapt to Climate Risks – 4 votes  

▪ Organize with Your Community – 7 votes  



 

 

▪ How can the City support you or make individual actions easier? 

 Make it safer to bike and walk  

 Make it more convenient to bike and walk  

 Reduce watering parks and lawns  

 Incentives  

 Build up and not out- make it easier to get to goods/services by bringing them closer to where 
people live 

 Make composting less expensive through the city  

 Use less water to maintain City grounds  



 

 

Poster 10: Climate Ready Spokane  

 

▪ (Related to question 1) It surprises me that we use more than twice as much water 

▪ (Related to question 3) Less water and energy use 



 

 

Poster 11: Climate Ready Spokane 

 

▪ (Related to question 4) Need more transportation 



 

 

Poster 12: Mapping for a Better Spokane (District 1) 

 

▪ (Northwest block) Make community garden open to the public  

▪ Additional Ideas: 

 Remove lawns from big box store parking lots and make them drought tolerant 

 More walkable places- parks, bus routes, stores, etc.  



 

 

Poster 13: Mapping for a Better Spokane (District 2)  

 



 

 



 

 

 

▪ Better bike lane connections to downtown  

▪ Additional ideas: 

 Bus routes are not convenient when nearly all trips pass through the plaza. People choose cars 
because they are more convenient. Make buses more convenient please! 

 Knit the Latah Hangman Valley Housing development into broader city in terms of public transit, 
schools, fire stations, etc. These are mcmansion...  

 Expand protected bike lanes 

 Clean debris from existing bike lanes  

 Replant trees lost in parks  

 Set up community gardens in all public parks 



 

 

Poster 14: Mapping for a Better Spokane (District 3) 

 

▪ Make it easier to cross the river on bike or walking- Maple Street is not safe for either (or not safe for 
cars themselves) 

▪ Post Street Bridge: reduce speed or remove auto traffic  

▪ Main: close street from Lincoln to Washington for pedestrian traffic only  

▪ Prioritize natural lands conservation Thorpe 

▪ Additional ideas: 



 

 

 Solar over parking lots and livestock land  

 Zoning to implement open space/conservation  

Appendix B: Event Photos 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 




