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The City of Spokane is conducting a periodic

update to the City’s Comprehensive Plan,
dubbed PlanSpokane 2046. A “periodic

update” is the state’s term for a full review
of a Comprehensive Plan to make sure it’s

in conformance with any legislative changes
to state law. Due at the end of 2026, the
Periodic Update will identify policies and
future regulations to guide the next 20

years of our city. 

2025 was a busy year for community
feedback on Spokane’s future vision,
climate resiliency, future growth, and
guiding policies, with over 3,400 total

community responses. This document
provides a summary of most of the
feedback heard so far, with more 

engagement to occur throughout 2026. 6 Future Growth and
Guiding Policies
PAGE 08

7 Conclusion
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Launched in early January and running
through April, the PlanSpokane 2046 visioning
process resulted in key themes to inform the
future growth and policies for the City of
Spokane. The collective themes are to the
right, with each activity bringing its own
insights. 

The vision board highlighted a desire for
nature and environmental stewardship,
community connection, opportunities for
housing and jobs, and improved access to
public spaces. The Community Visioning
Workshop Series and corresponding survey
received feedback pointing towards a
welcoming and livable City with a mix of uses
that support thriving and connected
neighborhoods. The final Spring Market pop-
up reinforced these ideas, while highlighting
that  the City should be walkable/bikeable,
healthy, equitable, and safe. 

VISIONING THEMES

As part of the PlanSpokane 2046 Periodic
Update to the Comprehensive Plan, the City of
Spokane conducted an early visioning process
to understand what the community wants for
the next twenty years. Over 300 community
members participated in the various
visioning activities, providing insights into how  
the City should grow. Ultimately the feedback
will identify the different ways the City can
meet these goals for growth or put differently,
how to meet Spokane’s envisioned future. 

Based on community feedback, a draft vision
statement for the Comprehensive Plan has
been identified: 

COMMUNITY VISIONING

NATURE COMMUNITY

INNOVATION LIVABLE 

Access to nature 
Sustainability and
environmental
stewardship
Healthy and 

       clean

Welcoming and diverse 
Accessible 
Family-friendly 
Connected 
Human-centered
Safe

Good jobs 
Culture and arts
economy
Cutting-edge 
New industries 
Reuse 

Affordable 
Walkable and bike-
friendly 
Access to
neighborhood services 
Attractive 
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“Spokane aims to foster a vibrant, resilient,
and inclusive city by supporting economic
growth, environmental stewardship, and 

the diverse needs of the whole community.
‌The City is dedicated to ensuring access to

‌attainable housing, safe streets, and thriving
‌neighborhoods while inspiring innovation,

‌cultural vitality, and connection for all
‌Spokane residents.” 

Read the full PlanSpokane
Community Visioning

Engagement Summary at
https://tinyurl.com/PlanSp

okane-Visioning



The Youth focus group had 11 participants aged
14 to 18, providing insight from a vulnerable
population still in development and who may still 
be dependent on adults for their safety and well-
being. 

Key takeaways from the focus group include: 
Empowerment through knowledge is key. 
Air quality and wildfire smoke are more
immediate and disruptive climate concerns. 
Heat is isolating youth from activities and
social connection. 
Strong connection between nature access
and mental health. 
Growing anxiety about long-term ecological
shifts and disconnection from natural world. 
Public transit and bike infrastructure are
critical services for youth. 
Desire for systemic change to provide stability
and not worsen social inequities. 

YOUTH FOCUS 

The Climate Justice focus group had 8 participa-
nts from local community-based  organizations
representing houseless, Muslim, Asian, BIPOC,
immigrant, refugee, and environmental justice
communities. 

Key takeaways from the focus group include: 
Unhoused individuals, elders, renters,
disabled people, and non-English speakers
are among the most vulnerable. 
Language access and communication gaps
are major barriers. 
Housing quality and income contribute to
climate vulnerability. 
Partner with local nonprofits to support
community trust and cultural relevance. 
People often prioritize survival needs over
long-term climate issues. 
Increase accountability. 

CLIMATE JUSTICE FOCUS

CLIMATE FOCUS GROUPS

The Northeast Spokane focus group had 17
participants who all lived in Northeast Spokane,
an area of the City underrepresented in public
engagement while being highly impacted by
climate hazards. 

Key takeaways from the focus group include: 
Community connection and shared solutions
can increase community resiliency. 
Poor air quality is a major concern. 
Lack of shade and extreme heat reduce
access to services. 
Practical, community-based climate
education is needed. 
Stigma and infrastructure gaps reduce public
transit use. 
Need to align development with
environmental goals. 
Center equity and accessibility. 

NORTHEAST SPOKANE FOCUS

As part of PlanSpokane 2046 effort to incorporate climate and resiliency
policies into the Comprehensive Plan in alignment with HB 1181,  the

City of Spokane held focus groups to hear from communities impacted
by climate hazards. Their feedback informed the Climate Vulnerability
and Risk Assessment to bring together data and lived experiences to

identify climate risks and vulnerability in Spokane. 
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*A second round of climate focus groups occurred in November and December 2025, with results not yet available by the time of this publication. 

A summary of these focus groups (youth, climate justice, food access, and resource constrained) will be available at PlanSpokane.org in early 2026. 

Learn more at
my.spokanecity.org/climateplanning



“Biggest obstacle is feeling isolated in these attempts at conservation.
Like my efforts don’t matter.” 

- Community Climate Planning Survey Respondent 

Local, state, and national data and community lived experiences are all integral in understanding
how to best support local resiliency in Spokane. During key times of the climate and resiliency
planning effort, two community-wide surveys were created to learn from those who live, work, and
visit in Spokane. 

The Community Climate Policy Survey
then built upon the prior community
feedback to identify potential policy
decisions.

SURVEYING FOR CLIMATE
RESILIENCY 
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Read the full Community Climate
Planning Survey Summary at

https://tinyurl.com/Spokane-
Climate-Survey

The Community Climate Planning Survey
asked community members to identify
climate hazards and impacts in Spokane as
well as future desires. 

Read the full Community Climate
Policy Survey Summary at

https://tinyurl.com/Spokane-
Climate-Policy-Survey

https://static.spokanecity.org/documents/planspokane/climate-planning/community-climate-survey-results-and-analysis-sept-2025.pdf
https://static.spokanecity.org/documents/planspokane/climate-planning/community-climate-survey-results-and-analysis-feb-2025.pdf


1,573 RESPONSES

KEY TAKEAWAYS

Wildfires, extreme heat, and intense storms identified as top three
hazards of concern now, with extreme heat, wildfire, and smoke
from wildfires as top concerns for the next 20 years. 

Only 14.91% of respondents indicated having not been personally
impacted by any of the identified climate hazards. 

Rising costs of living and basic needs and changes to recreational
activities were the top felt impacts within the past five years. 

Agriculture and food systems were ranked as most at risk from
extreme weather and climate impacts in Spokane.

Costs and time were identified as primary obstacles in reducing
household environmental impacts. 

Potential solutions to increase Spokane’s resiliency included water and
waste reduction, incentives for more sustainable upgrades, tree
management, and more trees and greenspace. 

CLIMATE POLICY
SURVEY 

COMMUNITY CLIMATE
SURVEY 

1,419 RESPONSES

KEY TAKEAWAYS

Water, human health, and food systems were collectively ranked as
the most important climate and resiliency topics. 

Public investment and infrastructure was the top ranked type of
policy, with regulations ranked the lowest. 

Themes for future actions the City should consider include: 
Lead by Example 
Water Conservation and Waste Management 
Community Collaboration and Engagement 
Urban Green Spaces
Active Transportation 
Disaster Preparedness 
Equal Access
Sustainable Development 

Future policies should be prioritized based on reduction of
environment harm, community health benefits, co-benefits,
feasibility, and cost considerations. 

5
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On April 22, 2025, the City of Spokane hosted an Earth Day Community Workshop to
learn from and share with Spokane’s community. Twenty-one community members
shared their experiences with climate hazards and how we can support a more
resilient Spokane. 

The workshop was a drop-in style event with posters at
4 stations, where attendees engaged in activities,
interacted with the Climate Vulnerability Index online
mapping tool, and were able to have in-depth
conversations with staff members. Feedback received
during the workshop informed the Climate Risk &
Vulnerability Assessment and will support the
development of future policies for a resilient and
adaptive Spokane. 

Key takeaways from the drop-in workshop include: 

Alternative transportation options and green
space/tree protection were ranked as the top
climate pollution reduction actions. 

Preserve, restore, and expand nature was ranked
as the top climate resilience action. 

Supporting local, sustainable food systems and
organizing community received the most support as
individual actions to support climate resiliency. 

Support for increased and improved bike and
pedestrian infrastructure.

Attendees wanted to expand public transportation
and promote connectivity. 

Support for infill and mixed-use development.

Promote water conservation throughout the City. 

EARTH DAY WORKSHOP
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Read the full Earth Day
Workshop Summary at

https://tinyurl.com/Spokane-
Earth-Day



Recommendations for policy development: In early 2025, the City of Spokane launched a Tribal
Engagement Workgroup (TEW) to ensure that
Indigenous voices and knowledge systems shape its
climate planning and inform the City’s 2026
Comprehensive Plan. The TEW brought together
regional Tribes and urban Native organizations in a
culturally grounded process led by Kauffman &
Associates, Inc. (KAI), a Native-owned consulting firm.

Over the course of four sessions and intervening
conversations, TEW participants identified climate
vulnerabilities rooted in the lived experiences of
Native communities, including loss of cultural
access, urban invisibility, health disparities,
water insecurity, and gaps in emergency
planning. They called for a broader definition of
vulnerability that includes spiritual, cultural, and
intergenerational dimensions and stressed the need
for Indigenous co-governance and investment in
Native-led solutions.

Prioritize funding for Native-led resilience hubs,
food systems, and youth programs. 

Embed cultural infrastructure - gardens,
sweat lodges, community gathering spaces - into
neighborhood planning. 

Establish an Indigenous advisory council with
co-governance authority in climate planning. 

Reframe climate indicators to include cultural,
spiritual, and relational measures of
wellbeing. 

Expand data collection to include Indigenous-
defined metrics, oral histories, and story maps. 

Develop tailored emergency management
strategies for Native families across Spokane. 

TRIBAL ENGAGEMENT
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Read the full Tribal Engagement
Workgroup Summary at

https://tinyurl.com/Spokane-
Tribal-Workgroup



In addition to informational posters, the
workshops included station activities to
gather feedback from attendees. Stations
included questions on guiding policies,
displacement, a proposed land use schema,
and the three Growth Alternatives being
evaluated in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement. Mapping exercises on mixed-use
zoning and transportation amenities
created spatial information to inform on-
the-ground proposals. Climate and
resiliency feedback was also received,
including on City actions, important topics,
environmental justice, and the prioritization
of future policies. 

The City of Spokane held a community workshop series on future
growth and guiding policies in November 2025. These in-person
workshops included discussion, mapping exercises, and feedback
opportunities related to various aspects of the Comprehensive Plan.  
Over 100 community members participated in the workshop series,
which included one meeting in each City Council District, as well as a
citywide meeting downtown.

A full summary will 
be available at

PlanSpokane.org  
once finalized 
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FUTURE GROWTH AND
GUIDING POLICIES

When asked about topics of importance
to be integrated into the City of Spokane’s
next twenty years, key themes from the
community included:

 Accessibility

Employment and job creation

Revitalization

More third places and community

connection

Parks and access to nature

Bikeable/walkable neighborhoods

Affordable housing



There’s even more work ahead in 2026 . . . 

In addition to the larger engagement efforts
mentioned above, the City of Spokane has been
busy popping up at community events, presenting
before Neighborhood Councils, and meeting with
organizations and partner agencies to hear from
the community. Staff have also presented before
City Council, Spokane Plan Commission, Climate
Resilience and Sustainability Board, Transportation
Commission, Housing Action Subcommittee, and
numerous other City commissions and boards. 

Have a group that may be interested in hearing a
presentation? Does your organization want a
tailored discussion about PlanSpokane 2046? Have
an event where staff can attend? Reach out to the
Planning Team at PlanSpokane@spokanecity.org to
inquire about availability. 

Opportunities for public feedback in early 2026 include the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Chapter Review processes. Feedback from these components will then result in the selection of  Preferred
Alternative and Final Environmental Impact Statement, as well as final goals and policies of the Comprehensive
Plan. 

Final adoption of the updated Comprehensive Plan is tentatively slated for the end of 2026. 

CONCLUSION

→
A Draft Environmental Impact Statement with different ways the City can grow in order
to meet state requirements and the community vision will be issued in December 2025,
with a 60 day public comment period. This document compares potential ways the City
can grow, allowing community members to provide feedback on Spokane’s future.
Community input will help decisionmakers select the Preferred Alternative, which is the
growth strategy for Spokane’s next twenty years, in early 2026.

Draft Environmental Impact Statement

The City’s Comprehensive Plan is being updated with revised and new goals and policies
to support community needs. Draft versions of chapters are available for public
feedback at PlanSpokane.org under “Chapter Review”. Comments can help direct
language and identify potential gaps in future policy direction. New chapters and
language revised based on community feedback will periodically be available
throughout early 2026.  

Chapter Review
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https://my.spokanecity.org/planspokane/


Learn more at PlanSpokane.org

Questions or comments? Email the Planning Team at
PlanSpokane@spokanecity.org


