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Objective 2. Trails for Park Access
Trails are wildly popular in Spokane, with 96 percent of respondents in the 
statistically valid survey indicating they have used the trail system for walking, 
running, or hiking and 88 percent of respondents indicating that providing 
recreation trails and greenways is “essential” or “very important” aspect of natural 
lands programming. Residents indicated a need for improved connectivity between 
existing trails and park lands. 

Sixty-nine percent of respondents use parks and natural areas for walking and 
hiking trails. Among the top list of improvements for the parks and natural lands 
system is to improve trail heads on natural lands and to add unpaved trails for 
hiking. 183 geographically referenced comments collected through the planning 
process presented the idea of a new trail, indicated a trail maintenance need or 
voiced an appreciation for an existing trail. 

Beacon Hill, which has been envisioned as a park since 1908, is one of the largest 
undeveloped ridge lines in Spokane. It is a popular destination for runners, hikers, 
mountain bikers, and disc golfers. Many residents would like to see the park be city-
owned and highlighted for the asset that it is. 

There is a need to better define unpaved trails. Many social, or unmanaged, trails 
have developed as a result of a lack of clear wayfinding or signage. These trails 
are created when people leave a defined trail and can lead to environmental 
degradation by fragmenting natural lands, wildlife displacement and soil 
compaction and vegetative trampling. 

Rider biking in the rain

PUBLIC 
COMMENT

“The trails 
deserve 
attention from 
the city in a 
comprehensive 
way. What trails 
need the most 
love? Where 
should signs 
be placed? 
What trails 
need to be de-
commissioned? 
[Which] trails 
need better 
access.” 

GOAL B: INLAND NORTHWEST LIVING

STRATEGIES
Objective 2. Trails for Park Access

 » Add trails that connect residences, schools, and 
places with a high concentration of people to parks and recreation. 

 » Support and partner for the development of trails, many of which are 
suggested in the City of Spokane’s Transportation Master Plan.

 » To support a cohesive trails system throughout the city, implement 
standards for trail designs that include trail characteristics, 
management best practices for environmental protection, and signage 
and wayfinding guidelines (Figure 8). 

 » Develop standards for trail heads that promotes them as a full-service 
stop, providing users with signage and maps, trash cans, rest rooms 
and bike maintenance tools.

 » Develop a trail maintenance plan for open spaces.
 » Invest in a comprehensive city trail map. Currently, there are over 170 

miles of both hard and soft trails, and the number of trails increase 
every year. When the City does not have the trails properly mapped 
and identified, they cannot properly direct people to different trails 
by use (bike trails, dedicated loops, dogs-allowed, wide enough 
for strollers, etc.). A properly recorded trail map will help ensure 
accessibility.

MAP 18: SPOKANE PARK SYSTEM TRAILS

Source: City of Spokane Comprehensive Master Plan, 2017


