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ENVIRONMENTAL AND FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY

5. ARE WE MANAGING 
NATURAL LANDS TO 
MEET ENVIRONMENTAL 
GOALS?
HOW ARE OUR NATURAL 
LANDS PERFORMING?
This section focuses on tactics to 
advance and support environmental 
protection on natural lands as well as 
methods to ensure financial stability 
for the Parks Department. 

Promoting environmental 
sustainability in Spokane’s natural 
lands

The City of Spokane has ambitious 
goals for environmental sustainability 
which are backed by resident support. 
The 2021 Spokane Climate Action 
Plan, outlined goals to protect the 
Spokane River and natural aquatic 
ecosystems and explore partnerships 
with regional organizations and 
agencies for environmental 
stewardship. These goals are in direct 
alignment with the Parks Department 
mission and goals laid out in this plan.

WHICH ELEMENTS OF 
SPOKANE’S NATURAL 
RESOURCES ARE WORTH 
CONSERVING? 

HOW WELL ARE PARKS 
CURRENTLY FUNDED?
Map 12 shows park capital 
investments from the year 1999 
through 2021. The park investment 
history contains funding from three 
sets of bond measures that were 
initiated in 1999, 2007 and 2014. 

These were voter approved ballot 
initiatives, created for specific park 
improvements. The park investment 
history also includes funding over 
the past five years from non-bond 
funding sources. While a smaller 
amount of money, the non-bond 
funding source paid for park 
improvements has helped fill gaps 
that are not eligible to be funded 
under program/project specific 
bond funding, such as playground 
replacements, maintenance needs, 
and planning efforts. 

Eight percent of the City’s general 
fund goes towards parks. However, 
over the past 20 years, a number 
of “enterprise funds” have been 
established, which are not considered 
part of the general fund. While these 
are not considered part of the general 
fund, they compete for tax dollars 
that normally are allocated to the 
general fund. The data represented 
in this report is a snapshot that 
illustrates what percentage of the 
total city funding (including enterprise 
funds) is spent on parks. Reviewing 
spending from 5, 10, and 20 years 
ago can illustrate trends over time. 

CAPITAL SPENDING

Revenue for the Spokane Parks 
and Recreation Department capital 
expenditures come from a variety 
of sources, including grants, federal 
funds, corporate partnerships and 
philanthropic groups and the City’s 
Parks Division budget. About 70 
percent of City funding comes from 
the City general fund (eight percent 
of general fund expenses) and  
the remaining 30 percent comes 
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Map 12: PARK INVESTMENT HISTORY, 1999 - 2021


