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MAP 11: PARK CONDITION RATINGS

Source: City of Spokane Parks & Recreation, City of Spokane GIS data 2021, Spokane County GIS Data

4. ARE FACILITIES 
MEETING PROGRAM 
NEEDS?
PROGRAM OFFERINGS
The Parks Department provides a 
variety of recreational programming, 
including adult, youth, aquatic, 
community, arts and outdoor program 
series. Additionally, the Therapeutic 
Recreation Services programs are 
designed to ensure residents with 
disabilities can participate in parks 
programming. Arts programs are 
offered within the Corbin Arts Center, 
while aquatic programs are typically 
offered at the four outdoor city aquatic 
centers. 

The number of recreational facilities 
available compared to the population 
helps understand how the Parks 
Department is serving the current 
population and fulfilling the needs 
based on projected growth. The 
National Recreation and Parks 
Association (NRPA) collects metrics 
from park and recreation agencies 
around the country to develop 
an annual Agency Performance 
Review. When assessed with other 
comparable communities:

 » Spokane provides a significantly  
higher than typical level of service 
for outdoor swimming pools, 
playgrounds, soccer fields, and 
softball fields (youth and adult).  

 » Spokane provides an average level 
of service for baseball facilities 
(youth and adult) and skate parks.  

 » Spokane provides a lower level 
of service for dog parks, lacrosse 
fields, multi-purpose fields 
(unprogrammed fields), and 
outdoor multi-purpose sport courts 
(for tennis and pickleball).

Adapting to recreation trends and 
fulfilling maintenance needs 
It is critical to consider how 
recreational facilities and program 
offerings will keep pace with both the 
increasing population and changing 
demographics. Future facilities should 
be designed with flexibility in mind– 
both in terms of the types of recreation 
programs offered and accommodating 
revenue-generating opportunities such 
as rentals and concessions. This will 
help the City to be nimble and quickly 
respond to changing recreation trends 
and popular programs. The City should 
continue to support and advocate for 
quality maintenance and timely repairs 
of existing facilities, including courts 
and fields, to enhance their longevity, 
reduce closure times, and extend the 
time needed between renovations and 
replacements. 

In particular, several tennis courts are 
currently out of service due to deferred 
maintenance.  Maintenance frequency 
should be reduced with upgraded 
landscaping that requires less water 
and facility repair frequency should be 
increased to improve access to court 
sports.  When renovations or repairs 
are made, court striping and design 
should encourage multiple uses on the 
same surface.


