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NOTICE 
MEETING MINUTES OF SPOKANE CITY COUNCIL  

Monday, October 20, 2025 
  
The minutes for the Monday, October 20, 2025, Spokane City Council Meeting were not 
available for publication in this issue of the Official Gazette. The minutes will be published 
in the Wednesday, November 5, 2025, issue of the Official Gazette.  

STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 
City of Spokane 

Urban Experience Committee 
City Council Chambers 

October 20, 2025 
 
Call to Order: 10:00 AM 
 
Recording of the meeting may be viewed here:  
 
https://vimeo.com/1128957598?fl=pl&fe=s  
 
Attendance 
Committee Members Present: 
Council Member Bingle, Council President Betsy Wilkerson, Council Member Zack 
Zappone (virtual, 10:31; arrived in-person at 10:39), Council Member Paul Dillon (arrived at 
10:21, left at 10:58), Council Member Kitty Klitzke (virtual; arrived at 10:18), Council 

Member Shelby Lambdin (arrived at 10:02), Council Member Michael Cathcart (virtual; arrived at 10:11) 
 
Agenda Items 
 
Discussion Items  
1. MONTHLY PERMIT REPORT - TAMI PALMQUIST (10 minutes) 
2. INFORMATIONAL REPORT PROGRESS PERIODIC UPDATE TO THE CITY’S COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, 

PLANSPOKANE 2046, INCLUDING CLIMATE PLANNING - TIRRELL BLACK (15 minutes)  
3. BICYCLE COUNT UPDATE - COLIN QUINN-HURST (5 minutes)  
4. SPOKANE ARTS UPDATE - SKYLER OBERST (10 minutes)  
5. RESOLUTION REGARDING HOSTING OF COMMUNITY DAYS - ANDRES GRAGEDA (10 minutes)  
6. RESOLUTION TO SET HEARING VACATING A PORTION OF THE ALLEY BETWEEN COLLEGE AVE AND 

BRIDGE AVE AND BETWEEN SUMMIT BLVD AND LINDEKE ST - ELDON BROWN (5 minutes)  
7. RESOLUTION TO SET HEARING FOR THE EUCLID/COLUMBUS ALLEY – ELDON BROWN (5 minutes)  
8. ORDINANCE EUCLID/CLEVELAND ALLEY VACATION - ELDON BROWN (0 minutes)  
9. CANNON HILL PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT OVERLAY ZONE (SMC 17D.100.285) - MEGAN DUVALL (15 minutes) 
10. UNION BLOCK NOMINATION TO THE REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES MEGAN DUVALL (5 minutes)  
11. AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING ALGORITHMIC RENT PRICE FIXING, - JACKSON DEESE (10 minutes)  
12. CLEANUP SERVICES RELATED TO WSDOT RIGHT OF WAY – JASONRUFFING (5 minutes)  
13. DEVELOPMENT CODE ASSESSMENT AND MODERNIZATION PROJECT – TIM THOMPSON (10 minutes) 
14. SBO - DEVELOPMENT CODE ASSESSMENT AND MODERNIZATION PROJECT - TIM THOMPSON (5 minutes) 
15. RESOLUTION PAUSING NEW HISTORIC DISTRICT DESIGNATIONS – MICHAEL CATHCART (5 minutes) 
16. THREE (3) MONTH EXTENSION OF EXISTING SCATTERED SITE CONTRACTS - ARIELLE ANDERSON (15 minutes) 
17. SFY 2026 ENCAMPMENT RESOLUTION PROGRAM (ERP) - KERI CEDERQUIST (15 minutes)  
18. APPROVAL OF NEW ROOTS VILLAGE OPERATOR - ARIELLE ANDERSON (10 minutes)  

 
Consent Items 
1. ORDINANCE VACATING A PORTION OF THE ALLEY BETWEEN COLLEGE AVE AND BRIDGE AVE AND 

BETWEEN SUMMIT BLVD AND LINDEKE ST (DEVELOPMENT SERVICES CENTER) 
2. MFTE CONDITIONAL AGREEMENT FOR 619 S CEDAR ST (PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT)  
3. SAFE STREETS FOR SPOKANE SUPPLEMENTAL PLANNING (COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT)  
4. CHHS ACCEPTANCE OF PY 2025 FORMULA GRANTS – ESG(COMMUNITY, HOUSING & HUMAN SERVICES)  
5. CHHS ACCEPTANCE OF PY 2025 FORMULA GRANTS – CDBG (COMMUNITY, HOUSING & HUMAN SERVICES)  
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6. CDBG NORTHEAST COMMUNITY CENTER COVERED WALKWAY PROJECT- BUDGET INCREASE 
(COMMUNITY, HOUSING & HUMAN SERVICES)  

7. 1680- CHHS ACCEPTANCE OF PY 2025 FORMULA GRANTS- HOME (COMMUNITY, HOUSING & 
HUMAN SERVICES) 

 
Executive session 
None. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 11:43 PM 

SUMMARY FOR PUBLICATION 
CITY OF SPOKANE PROPOSED ORDIANNCE C36762 

 
Franchise to Level 3 Telecom of Washington, LLC., a Delaware Limited Liability Company whose home office is 931 14

th
 

Street Denver Colorado 80202, to use the public right of way to provide noncable telecommunications service within its legal 
authority. Franchise term: 10 years. For more information, contact Alexis Markiewicz (805) 719-6882: email: 
alexis.culter@lumen.com. (The Final Reading of Ordinance C36762 is anticipated to be held before Spokane City 
Council on November 10, 2025.)  
 
Publish: October 8, 15, 22, and 29, 2025  

SUMMARY FOR PUBLICATION 
CITY OF SPOKANE PROPOSED ORDINANCE C36763 

 
Franchise to Forged Fiber 37, a Delaware Limited Liability Company whose home office is 208 South Akard Street Dallas 
Texas 75202-4206, to use the public right of way to provide noncable telecommunications service within its legal authority.  
Franchise term: 10 years. For more information, contact Ken Lyons (20600) 227-0020: email: 
ken.lyons@wirelesspolicy.com.  (The Final Reading of Ordinance C36763 is anticipated to be held before Spokane City 
Council on November 10, 2025.) 
 
Publish: October 8, 15, 22, and 29, 2025  

ORDINANCE NO. C36732 
 
An ordinance renaming the “Housing Local Sales Fund” to the “HEART Fund,” adopting a new Section 

08.07C.051; amending Sections 07.08.155, 08.07C.020, 08.07C.030; and repealing Sections 08.07C.050 of the Spokane 
Municipal Code.  
 

WHEREAS, in 2020, after a community campaign led by numerus community groups, the Spokane City Council 
adopted Ordinance C35982 imposing a sales and use tax for the construction, acquisition, and rehabilitation of 
affordable housing and housing-related supportive services, as authorized by the Washington State Legislature via 
House Bill 1590 (2019); and 
 

WHEREAS, in addition to authorizing a sales and use tax, Ordinance C35982 established funding priorities, 
imposed a sunset date at which the tax would expire absent City Council action to renew or reauthorize the tax; and 
established an advisory committee of residents and stakeholders to review applications and provide recommendations to 

General  Not ices  

Ordinances  
These ordinances  are  publi shed in th is  i s sue of  the  Official  Gazet te  pursuant to 
passage by the  Spokane City Counci l .  I t  should be noted that  these ordinances  may 
be subject  to veto by the Mayor.  If  an ordinance i s  vetoed by the  Mayor,  the 
Mayoral  veto  wi l l  be  publ ished in  a subsequent  i ssue of  the  Official  Gazet te .  
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the City Council on the use of the funds derived from the tax and periodically report on the effectiveness of the allocation 
of those dollars; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Sales and Use Tax for Housing and Housing-Related Services, known as “1590”, is a significant 
local funding source for the construction of affordable housing, behavioral health facilities, housing-related services, and 
behavioral health services; and 

 
WHEREAS, in 2023 the Spokane City Council passed Ordinance C36401 to further emphasize the funding 

prioritization with respect to the construction and  of new units of affordable housing by increasing the stated minimum 
allocation requirement for construction or acquisition of affordable housing from 60% to 75%; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Spokane City Council passed Resolution 2025-0015 in March of 2025 adopting the Land 

Capacity Analysis, which outlines the residential unit and population capacity of the City through 2046 and is a required 
step of the periodic update to the Comprehensive Plan pursuant to the Growth Management Act (RCW 36.70A.115); and 

WHEREAS, Spokane needs more than 22,000 housing units by 2046, including more than 11,000 units at 60% 
of the Area Median Income (“AMI”) or below; and 

 
WHEREAS, the H.O.M.E. Starts Here Initiative seeks to reduce the number of Spokane residents who are 

housing cost-burdened, to add new housing units at all income levels, and to expand the city’s homeownership rate; and  
 
WHEREAS, to achieve these housing stability goals, the City seeks to update the municipal code to give the City 

Council and Administration the utmost flexibility to respond nimbly to the City’s affordable housing needs; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Brown Administration and City Council seek to celebrate the community-led work to create this 

critical affordable housing funding source by renaming the program to HEART; and  
 
WHEREAS, the provisions of Ordinance C35982, particularly portions of the ordinance codified in SMC 

08.07C.050 and as modified by Ordinance C36401 in 2023, are difficult to administer and do not allow for efficient 
disposition of 1590 funds; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City intends to streamline the provisions established by Ordinance C35982 to better serve the 

City’s long-term housing and program goals and affordable housing planning efforts; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, the City of Spokane does ordain: 

 
Section 1. That Section 07.08.155 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 

 
Section 07.08.155 ((Housing Local Sales Tax Fund)) HEART Fund 
 
A. There is established a special revenue fund to be known as the ((“Housing Local Sales Tax Fund,”)) “HEART Fund” 

into which shall be deposited funds generated from the 0.1.% local sales and use tax for affordable housing and 
supportive services ((created pursuant to Ordinance No. C-35982 and)) codified in Chapter 8.07C SMC. 

 
B. The funds shall be used consistent with the provisions of Chapter 8.07C SMC and RCW 82.14.530. 

 
Section 2. That Section 08.07C of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 

 
Chapter 08.07C ((Sales and Use Tax for Housing and Housing-Related Supportive Services)) HEART 
 

Section 3. That Section 08.07C.020 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 
Section 08.07C.020 Imposition of Sales and Use Tax ((; Notification to and Collection by the State Department of 
Revenue)) HEART Fund 
 
A. There is imposed a sales and use tax ((, as the case may be, as authorized by Chapter 222, Laws of 2020,)) as 

codified ((at)) in RCW 82.14.530, upon every taxable event, as defined in chapter 82.14 RCW, occurring within the 
City of Spokane. 

 
B. The rate of the tax authorized by this section may not exceed one-tenth of one percent (0.1%) of the selling price in 

the case of a sales tax, or value of the article used, in the case of a use tax. 
 
C. The tax authorized by this section is in addition to any other taxes authorized by law and must be collected from 

persons who are taxable by the state under Chapters 82.08 and 82.12 ((,)) RCW, upon the occurrence of any 
taxable event within the city. 
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D. ((The City shall notify the Department of Revenue of the imposition of the tax no sooner than April 1, 2021, and shall 
only make such notification if the City has not begun collection of an alternative and unrestricted revenue source in a 
projected amount which is equivalent to the projected revenues authorized by this section.)) The tax authorized by 
this section shall be known as the HEART Fund.  

 
Section 4. That Section 08.07C.030 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 

 
Section 08.07C.030 Uses of Tax Revenues; Funding Priorities 
 
A. The City may use the moneys collected by the tax imposed under SMC 08.07C.020 or bonds issued under RCW 

82.14.530(5) only for the purposes described in RCW 82.14.530, with a minimum of ((seventy-five percent (75%))) 
seventy percent (70%) of the revenue collected under this chapter annually to be used for the following purposes, 
consistent with RCW 82.14.530(2) with a specific preference for occupant ownership of housing units, including, 
without limitation, cooperatively-owned multi-family projects: 
1. ((Constructing or acquiring)) Grants, loans, or projects to construct or acquire affordable housing, which may 

include emergency, transitional, and supportive housing and new units of affordable housing within an existing 
structure, and facilities providing housing-related services or acquiring land for these purposes; or 

2. ((Constructing or acquiring)) Grants, loans, or projects to construct or acquire behavioral health-related facilities, 
or acquiring land for these purposes; or 

3. Funding the operations and maintenance costs of new units of affordable housing and facilities where housing-
related programs are provided, or newly constructed evaluation and treatment centers. 

4. The affordable housing and facilities providing housing-related programs in 08.07C.030(A)(1) may only be 
provided to persons within any of the following population groups whose income is at or below sixty percent of 
the median income of ((the county imposing the tax)) Spokane County: 
a. Persons with behavioral health disabilities; or 
b. Veterans; 
c. Senior citizens; 
d. Persons who are homeless or at-risk of being homeless, including families with children; 
e. Unaccompanied homeless youth or young adults; 
f. Persons with disabilities; or 
g. Domestic violence survivors. 
 

Each year the foregoing uses may constitute less than seventy percent (70%) of the annual revenues collected 
under this chapter with council approval via a  resolution that (1) sets forth the actual percentages allocated to the 
proposed uses of revenues and (2) approves the proposed use of funds as allocated. 

 
B. The remainder of the moneys collected under this chapter must be used for (1) the operation, delivery, or evaluation 

of mental and behavioral health treatment programs and services or housing-related services, with the overall 
objective of helping to maintain housing stability, (2) the Legal Services and Relocation Fund, in the amounts and for 
the purposes set forth in section 07.08 158 of this code. 

 
C. Commencing January 1, 2026, the City Council may adopt an annual resolution no later than March 1 identifying any 

objective priority or priorities the Council seeks to achieve by projects and services recommended for award under 
this chapter.  Adoption of such a resolution shall not be a substitute for council approval of funding of individual 
projects as may be required under Sections 07.06 and 07.19 of the Spokane Municipal Code. 

 
((C.)) D. Recommendations on the use of revenues collected under this chapter shall employ a racial equity framework that 

promotes equity, reduces disparities in housing, and achieves equitable outcomes for marginalized populations and 
populations that have been subject to historical or present discrimination in housing markets and/or housing policy. 

 
((D.)) E. The City may, under the authority of RCW 82.14.530(5), issue general obligation or revenue bonds within the 

limitations now or hereafter prescribed by state law, and may use, and is authorized to pledge, up to fifty percent 
(50%) of the revenues collected under the authority of this chapter for repayment of such bonds, in order to finance 
the provision or construction of affordable housing, facilities where housing-related programs are provided, or 
evaluation and treatment centers described in RCW 82.14.530(2)(a)(iii). 

 
((E.)) F. Revenues collected under this chapter may be used to offset reductions in state or federal funds for the 

purposes described in RCW 82.14.530(2). 
 
((F.)) G. No more than ten percent (10%) of the revenues collected under the authority of this chapter may be used to 

supplant existing local funds. 
 
((G.)) H. No more than ((two and one-half)) ten percent (((2.5%))) (10%) of the revenues collected under the authority of 

this chapter may be used for staff and administrative expenses or program implementation costs incurred by the City 
of Spokane. 
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Section 5. That Section 08.07C.050 of the Spokane Municipal Code is repealed. 
 

Section 6. That there is adopted a new Section 08.07C.051 of the Spokane Municipal Code to read as follows. 
 
Section 08.07C.051 Funding Process and Timeline  
 

A. An annual notice of funding availability for construction, rehabilitation, or acquisition shall be published no later than 
May 1

st
 unless temporarily extended or delayed by City Council resolution. The application shall remain open no less 

than sixty (60) days.  
 

B. An annual notice of funding availability for housing-related or behavioral health services shall be published no later 
than June 1

st
 unless temporarily extended or delayed by City Council resolution. The application shall remain open 

no less than sixty (60) days.  
 

C. The Community, Housing, and Human Services Department and Purchasing and Contracts Department shall 
establish multilevel application review and evaluation procedures consistent with the City’s approved procurement 
policies and procedures and state law. All evaluation criteria shall be enumerated in the notice of funding availability.  

 

D. The Community, Housing, and Human Services Department shall provide at least one technical assistance workshop in 
person or virtually to potential applicants and interested parties before issuing a notice of funding availability. The 
Community, Housing, and Human Services Department may also provide individual technical assistance meetings to 
potential applicants upon the availability of Community, Housing, and Human Services Department staff. 

 

E. Any project or service recommended to the City Council for award under this chapter shall be evaluated, at 
minimum, for conceptual soundness, financial feasibility, project readiness, its impact in addressing housing 
disparities, its impact on historically excluded communities, and the historic performance of the applicant, provided 
that nothing shall prohibit award recommendations to new applicants working closely or in partnership with an 
experienced housing development or management organization. Recommendations to the City Council for awards 
shall include, at a minimum, copies of the Notice of Funding Availability (or similar notices), copies of applications of 
parties recommended for awards, scoring materials, and staff reports related to the awards.  All such materials may 
be redacted consistent with the Washington Public Records Act (RCW 42.56) prior to submission to the City Council.   

 
F. The Community, Housing, and Human Services Department shall provide biannual updates to the City Council on 

the status of HEART-funded projects and programs, including but not limited to the estimated date of construction 
completion, the number of units constructed, and the number of persons served by projects and programs.  

 
G. The Community, Housing and Human Services Department shall provide a biennial updated report to the City 

Council on racial disparities in housing, program delivery, data of people served (disaggregated by race/ ethnicity 
and identified groups in Section 08.07C.030), program improvements, and ongoing policy obstacles to achieving the 
goal of HEART. 

 
Section 7. Severability. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or word of this ordinance should be 

held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality thereof shall 
not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or word of this ordinance. 

 
Section 8. Clerical Changes. Upon approval by the city attorney, the city clerk is authorized to make necessary 

corrections to this ordinance, including scrivener’s errors or clerical mistakes; references to other local, state, or federal 
laws, rules, or regulations; or numbering or referencing of ordinances or their sections and subsections. 
 
Passed by City Council October 20, 2025 
Delivered to Mayor October 27, 2025 

ORDINANCE NO. C36733 
 

An ordinance establishing the Affordable Housing Permit Fee Deferral Program; adopting a new Chapter 08.21 
of the Spokane Municipal Code. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, the City of Spokane does ordain: 

 
Section 1 . There is enacted a new chapter 08.21 to Title 08 of the Spokane Municipal Code to read as follows: 
 
Chapter 08.21 Affordable Housing Permit Fee Deferrals Program 

08.21.010 Purpose 
08.21.020 Definitions 
08.21.030 Project Applicability 
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08.21.040 Application Process 
08.21.050 Application Review  
08.21.050 Permit Fees Eligible for Deferral 
08.21.060 Permit Fees Due 
08.21.070 Placement of Lien 
08.21.080 Program Administration 

 

Section 08.21.010 Purpose 
 
Permit fees related to housing development, construction, or rehabilitation represent a significant hurdle to housing 
development in Spokane. This section establishes the Affordable Housing Permit Fee Deferrals Program, creating a 
limited deferred payment program of certain building and construction fees until the end of construction to lower barriers 
to affordable housing development.  
 

Section 08.21.020 Definitions 
 

 
 

A. To qualify for the Affordable Housing Permit Fee Deferrals Program, a project shall be approved or recommended 
for funding for one or more of the following housing programs: 
1. Multi-Family Housing Tax Exemption twelve-year (12-year) or twenty-year (20-year) program provided in 

SMC 08.15, so long as the project includes affordable housing units;  
2. Sales and Use Tax for Affordable and Supportive Housing provided in SMC 08.07B; 
3. HEART Program set forth in SMC 08.07C; 
4. Parking 2 People Program provided in SMC 08.07D; or 
5. Commercial Conversion Program provided in SMC 08.07E. 
6. Home Investment Partnership Program (HOME) (Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable Housing Act of 

1990 (P.L. 101-625)) 
 

B. Approval or qualification for the programs listed above shall not grant a right to any deferred payment of permit fees 
under this chapter.  

 

Section 08.21.040 Application Process 
 

An owner or developer of an eligible project seeking to defer building and construction permit fees under this chapter 
must complete the following procedures: 
 
A. The owner or affordable housing developer must apply to the City in writing, on forms adopted by the Development 

Services Department. The application must contain the following: 
1. Proof of approval for an affordable housing sales and use tax deferral program or funding award 

recommendation as described in SMC 08.21.030; 
2. A description of the affordable housing project and site plan; 
3. A statement of the expected number of affordable housing units to be created; and 
4. Estimated construction cost and post-construction valuation.  
 

B. A statement that the owner or developer is aware that a real property lien will be placed on the parcel or parcels 
associated with the affordable housing development, which lien may be removed upon the time the deferred building 
and construction permit fees are paid in full. 

 
C. A statement that the owner or developer is aware that a certificate of occupancy will not be issued until all deferred 

building and construction permit fees are paid in full. 

Term Definition 

Affordable Housing 
Developer 

An individual, group of individuals, partnership, corporation, association, municipal corporation, 
state agency, or other person undertaking affordable housing development. 

Affordable Housing 
Development 

The construction or reconstruction of affordable housing, consistent with the specific project  
requirements under the programs set forth in Section 08.21.030. 

Certificate of          
Occupancy 

A legal document used to identify the approved use and/or occupancy of a building or a portion 
thereof. A Certificate of Occupancy is required before a building or structure can be used or    
occupied, and whenever there is a change in the existing occupancy of a building or                   
portion thereof. 

Owner The property owner of record. 

Project A development, redevelopment, or rehabilitation of a building occurring as part of an overall    
site plan. 
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D. The owner or developer must verify the application by oath or affirmation. 
 
Section 08.21.050 Permit Fees Eligible for Deferral 
 
A. Building and construction permit fees eligible for deferral under the Affordable Housing Permit Fee Deferrals 

Program are:  

 
 

B. No other permit fees shall be deferred under the Affordable Housing Permit Fee Deferrals Program unless approved 
by the Director of Community and Economic Development. Deferral of other permit fees shall be subject to the 
provisions of this chapter. 

 
C. A project approved under the Affordable Housing Permit Fee Deferrals Program may defer eligible permit fees up 

to $150,000.   
 
Section 08.21.060 Permit Fees Due  
 
A. Any permit fees deferred under the Affordable Housing Permit Fee Deferrals Program shall be paid (1) before a 

certificate of occupancy or temporary certificate of occupancy is issued or (2) at the expiration of each permit with a 
deferred fee, if the project is abandoned before completion.  

 
B. All deferred permit fees shall be paid by the owner or developer regardless of whether the project is completed.  

 
Section 08.21.070 Placement of Lien 
 
A. A lien may be filed on all parcels approved under the Affordable Housing Permit Fee Deferrals Program, equivalent 

to all deferred building and construction permit fees.  
 
B. Liens should be placed by the City in a manner that minimizes the financing risk of affordable developers and 

ensures completion of the affordable housing project.   
 
C. A lien placed by the City shall only be removed when fees are paid in full by the developer or owner. 
 
Section 08.21.080 Program Administration 
 
A. The Development Services Center may, through administrative policies and procedures, place a limit on the total 

number and amount of fee deferrals to be outstanding at any one time. 
 
B. An administrative fee may be applied and added to the repayment of the deferred fees.  
 
C. Any administrative fee shall be due at the time of repayment by the owner or developer.  
 
D. Administrative fees shall be used to support the administration of the program. 
 
E. The Development Services Center may establish project evaluation criteria, policies, and procedures consistent with 

this chapter and any provisions for public rules in the Spokane Municipal Code. 
 

Section 2. Severability. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or word of this ordinance should be 
held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality thereof 
shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or word of 
this ordinance. 

 
Section 3. Clerical Errors.  Upon approval by the city attorney, the city clerk is authorized to make necessary 

corrections to this ordinance, including scrivener’s errors or clerical mistakes; references to other local, state, or federal 
laws, rules, or regulations; or numbering or referencing of ordinances or their sections and subsections. 
 
Passed by City Council October 20, 2025 
Delivered to Mayor October 27, 2025 

Building and Construction Permits Spokane Municipal Code Reference 

Building Permit SMC 08.02.031(A) 

Street Obstruction Permit SMC 17G.010.210(D) 
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MARATHON PIPE LINE LLC 
NONEXCLUSIVE FRANCHISE 

 
Ordinance C36751 

 
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING MARATHON PIPE LINE LLC, A LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY CHARTERED 

IN THE STATE OF DELAWARE, THE NONEXCLUSIVE RIGHT, PRIVILEGE, AUTHORITY AND FRANCHISE TO 
CONSTRUCT, OPERATE, MAINTAIN, REMOVE, REPLACE, AND REPAIR EXISTING PIPELINE FACILITIES, 
TOGETHER WITH EQUIPMENT AND APPURTENANCES THERETO, FOR THE TRANSPORTATION OF 
PETROLEUM PRODUCTS AND BYPRODUCTS IN THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY WITHIN AND THROUGH THE CITY 
OF SPOKANE, SPOKANE COUNTY, WA.  

 
WHEREAS, Marathon Pipe Line LLC (hereinafter "Grantee") has applied for a nonexclusive Franchise to 

operate and maintain a Petroleum Products pipeline and related Facilities within and through the City of Spokane 
(hereinafter the "City"), together referred to as the "Parties" and, each individually referred to as a "Party" and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Spokane City charter and Washington State statutes authorize the City to grant nonexclusive 

franchises by ordinance;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF SPOKANE DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:  
 

Section 1. Definitions of Franchise Terms. 
 

For the purposes of this Franchise and all exhibits attached hereto, the following terms, phrases, words and their 
derivations shall have the meaning given herein. When not inconsistent with the context, words used in the present 
tense include the future, words in the plural include the singular, and words in the singular include the plural. Words not 
specifically defined in this section shall be given their common and ordinary meaning.  

 
1.1 Aquifer shall mean the Spokane-Rathdrum aquifer, a federally designated “sole source” aquifer that serves 

as the City of Spokane’s sole source of drinking water. 
 
1.2 Baseline Assessment shall mean a Facility assessment task required by Jurisdictional Agency pipeline 

safety regulations, as developed for the Grantee’s Facilities within the Franchise Area. 
 
1.3 City’s Representative shall mean the person designated by the Mayor to administer this Franchise for the 

City. The City’s Representative interprets and applies all Franchise provisions on behalf of the City and issues Written 
enforcement orders pursuant thereto, but may not waive any Franchise term.  

 
1.4 Construct or Construction shall mean the Grantee's actions removing, replacing, and repairing existing 

pipeline(s) and/or Facilities and may include, but is not limited to, digging and/or excavating for the purposes of 
removing, replacing, and repairing existing pipeline(s) and/or Facilities.  

 
1.5 Control Center shall mean the headquarters of the Grantee's pipeline monitoring system that maintains 

twenty-four (24) hour surveillance of the Grantee's Facilities within the Franchise Area and responds to Emergency 
Incidents using electronic controls to activate pipeline shut-off valves to prevent the release of Petroleum Products.  

 
1.6 Effective Date shall mean the date designated herein, after passage, approval and legal publication of this 

Ordinance, as required by City Charter, and acceptance by Grantee, upon which the rights, duties and obligations shall 
effect and the date from which the time requirement for any notice, extension and/or renewal will be measured.  

 
1.7 Emergency Incident shall mean a circumstance involving a release of Petroleum Products from the 

Grantee's Facilities within the Franchise Area that, at the time of discovery, requires immediate response to protect 
persons or property from substantial injury or damage to the public health and safety, including damage to the 
environment or the Aquifer. 

 
1.8 Environmental Laws shall include all federal and state statutes and regulations applicable to the Operation 

Maintenance and Construction of the Grantee’s Facilities including but not limited to the Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act, 42 U.S.C. § 6901, et. Seq.; the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability 
Act, 42 U.S.C. §9601 et. Seq.,; the Hazardous Materials Transportation Act, 49 U.S.C. § 1801 et seq.; the Federal Water 
Pollution control Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1257 et seq.; the Clean Air Act, 42 U.S.C. § 7401 et seq.; the Toxic Substance Control 
Act, 15 U.S.C. § 2601 et seq.; the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act, 7 U.S.C. § 136 et seq.; the 
Occupational Safety and Health Act, 29 U.S.C. § 651 et seq.; the Washington Hazardous Waste Management Act, 
Chapter 70.105 RCW; and the Washington Model Toxics Control Act, Chapter 70.105D RCW,  and all other applicable 
federal, state or local statutes, codes, regulations, or ordinances.  
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1.9 Emergency Incident Response Plan shall mean a Written plan, as required by Jurisdictional Agencies, for an 
immediate response by the Grantee to an Emergency Incident to prevent damage to persons or property. 

 
1.10 Facilities shall mean the Grantee's pipeline system, lines, valves, mains, and appurtenances used to 

transport or distribute Petroleum Product(s) within the Franchise Area. Facilities include any existing pipeline as of the 
date of this Agreement as well as any components which may be modified, constructed, or improved consistent with the 
terms of this Agreement. 

 

1.11 Franchise shall mean this Franchise ordinance and any amendments, exhibits, or appendices to 
this Franchise.  

 

1.12 Franchise Area shall mean that area within the Public Right-of-Way, and certain designated public property, 
within the jurisdictional boundaries of the City, including any areas annexed hereafter, during the terms of this Franchise, where 
Grantee has installed its existing Facilities, or any new Facilities approved by the City under the provisions of this Franchise. 

 

1.13 Hazardous Substance shall mean any hazardous, toxic, or dangerous substance, material, waste, pollutant, or 
contaminant as defined by federal or state Environmental Laws and the applicable regulations of Jurisdictional Agencies, 
specifically including Petroleum and Petroleum Products and their by-products, residue, and remainder.  

 

1.14 High Consequence Area shall mean an area, as defined in the Code of Federal Regulations, over which 
Grantee's Facilities are located; and specifically including the area over the Aquifer within the Franchise Area. 

 

1.15 Improvement or Improve shall mean change to the Facilities or installation of new Facilities. 
 

1.16 Jurisdictional Agency or Agencies shall mean any federal, state or local agency with regulatory authority 
over the Facilities and Operations of the Grantee within the Franchise Area, acting now, or hereafter, to the extent of its 
lawful scope of authority.  

 

1.17 Maintenance or Maintain shall mean examining, testing, inspecting, repairing, maintaining, and replacing 
the existing pipeline(s) and/or Facilities or any part thereof as required and necessary for safe Operation within the 
Franchise Area.  

 

1.18 Operate or Operations shall mean the use by the Grantee of Facilities for the transportation, distribution, 
and handling of Petroleum Products or Petroleum by-products within and through the Franchise Area. 

 
1.19 Pipeline Corridor shall mean the pipeline pathway through the Franchise Area which the Facilities of the 

Grantee are located, including any Public Rights-of-Way, designated public property, and/or other easement over and 
through private property, (as more specifically described in Exhibit "A" and in Section 2.1 (c)).  

 
1.20 Petroleum or Petroleum Products shall include any and all types of liquid Petroleum, Petroleum by-products 

and liquid Petroleum Products including but not limited to gasoline, diesel fuel, and aviation jet fuel, all limited as consistent 
with the design specifications of Grantee’s Facilities, as specified by the regulations of Jurisdictional Agencies. 

 
1.21 Premises shall mean that portion of the Public Right-of-Way, or other Public Property, upon which 

Grantee's Facilities are now, or hereafter, Operated or Improved. 
 
1.22 Procedures Manual shall mean an Operation, Maintenance, or Emergency Incident Response Procedures 

Manual prepared by the Grantee for the operation of Facilities as required by the regulations of Jurisdictional Agencies. 
 
1.23 Public Project shall mean those City Improvement Projects required to be constructed in, near, under, or 

over the Public Right-of-Way, or on Public Property, in the Franchise Area by any City department or other local, state, 
or federal governmental agency, or for the benefit of the public. Public Projects do not include private development 
activities or projects primarily for the benefit of private persons or corporations.  

 
1.24 Public Needs shall mean the City's need for use of the Public Right-of-Way including: public travel, 

emergency vehicle access, public utilities, traffic signalization, street lighting, street trees, shrubbery, and other similar 
public uses.  

 
1.25 Public Property shall mean the present and/or future property owned or leased by the City within the 

present and/or future corporate limits, or jurisdictional boundaries of the City that the City has designated for the 
Grantee's Facilities.  

 
1.26 Rights-of-Way shall mean the surface and the space above and below all streets, roadways, highways, 

avenues, courts, lanes, alleys, sidewalks or utility easements, and similar areas as laid out, platted, dedicated, acquired 
or improved and maintained within the present jurisdictional boundaries of the City and as such corporate limits may be 
hereafter extended.  
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1.27 Third Party Audit shall mean an audit of reports and plans filed by the Grantee with Jurisdictional Agencies 
as required by federal regulations and environmental laws, such audit shall be performed by a pipeline consultant that is 
independent of both the Grantee and the City and does not have  any clients from either Party. 

 
1.28 Wellhead Influence Zone shall mean any area in the vicinity of and up-gradient from any public water 

supply well which now exists and/or may be constructed in the future.  The City’s Wellhead Influence zones currently in 
the vicinity of Grantee’s Facilities are outlined  in Exhibit “C”.  

 
1.29 Writing or Written shall mean hard copy or where approved by the City Representative, any other suitable 

permanent electronic information transmission and storage media. 
 
Section 2. Grant of Franchise Authority.  

 
2.1 Purpose of Franchise.  
 

(a) The City hereby grants to Grantee, a limited liability company organized and existing under and by 
virtue of the laws of the State of Delaware, and which is authorized to transact business within the State of Washington, 
this non-exclusive Franchise to Construct, Operate, Maintain and Improve its existing Facilities as a liquid Petroleum 
Product transport system within the Franchise Area.  

 
(b) The purpose of this Franchise is to establish the conditions relating to the Grantee ’s use of the 

Franchise Area.  
 
(c) Within 14 days following acceptance of this Franchise, Grantee shall file with the City a Pipeline 

Corridor Map, in a format acceptable to the City's Representative, to be attached as Exhibit "A" to this Franchise.  
Exhibit "A" shall depict the Pipeline Corridor information, as specified in Section 1.19, and the location of all Facilities 
along the Pipeline Corridor within the Franchise Area. This Pipeline Corridor Map shall be maintained and updated at all 
times by Grantee to reflect any changes in Grantee's Facilities and such changes shall be filed with the City Clerk on a  
yearly basis.  Any changes in the route of the Pipeline Corridor of Grantee's Facilities shall be filed with the City within 
14 days of the changes.   
 

2.2 Scope of Franchise. 
 

(a) Existing Facilities. This Franchise is granted subject to the police powers, land use authority, and 
franchise authority of the City and is conditioned upon the terms and conditions contained herein and the Grantee’s 
compliance with all applicable Environmental Laws and the regulations of Jurisdictional Agencies.     

 
(b) New Facilities.  No new Facilities shall be installed by Grantee in the Public Right-of-Way, or across 

Public Property, within the Franchise Area without the express Written consent of the City. Any replacement of existing 
Facilities (other than routine replacement of minor components or appurtenances) or minor pipeline installations (less 
than 1000 feet within any 12-month period) in the Public Right-of-Way or Public property must be approved by the City's 
Representative in Writing, whose approval will not be unreasonably withheld or delayed, unless such changes are 
required in an emergency to protect the environmental or public safety. The City Representative or other Jurisdictional 
Agencies must approve all actions on Public Property.  Major installations (1000 feet or more) of new Facilities in the 
Franchise Area must be approved by Resolution of the City Council.   

 
(c)  Facilities located Outside Public Right-of-Way. This Franchise grants permission only for the use of the 

Public Right-of-Way; in any areas outside the Public Right-of-Way, Grantee is responsible to make separate arrangements 
with the City Representative for the use of Public Property as a right-of-way for Facilities; all such arrangements must be in 
Writing. The City Representative cannot grant interests in land or approve contract modifications.  

 
(d)  [Reserved.] 
 
(e)  This Franchise authorizes no new above ground installations in the Franchise Area except as expressly 

approved in Writing by the City Representative. 
 
2.3 Franchise is Non-Exclusive.  
 

(a) The City specifically reserves all rights to control the Public Right-of-Way and its other Public Property, 
including, without limitation, the right to grant additional Franchises, easements, licenses and permits to others. The City 
is not responsible to defend Grantee’s franchise interests against any other right-of-way user(s) or adverse claimant(s) 
now or hereafter arising, but accepts and acknowledges its intent, as stated herein, to grant this Franchise to Grantee 
and not to revoke or impair such grant except as provided herein or otherwise as authorized by law.  To this end, the 
City further agrees to avoid granting any other Franchise, license, easement, or permit that would violate the standards 
set for location of utilities in the Public Right-of-Way where the same would unreasonably interfere with Grantee's 
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permitted use of the Public Right-of-Way or Public Property for the Operation and Maintenance of its Facilities within the 
Franchise Area. This agreement does not create any right of action for damages or other relief on the part of the 
Grantee relating to this Franchise or the value thereof.  

 
(b) This Franchise shall in no manner prohibit the City or limit its power to perform Public Projects or other work 

upon its Public Rights-of-Way, or on any Public Properties, or make any necessary changes, relocations, repairs, 
maintenance, or improvement thereto.  Nor shall it prevent the City from using any of the Public Rights-of Way or any Public 
Properties, or any part of them, as the City may deem necessary, from time to time, including the dedication, establishment, 
maintenance and improvement of new rights-of-way or other Public Properties of every type and description.  

 
2.4 Franchise Conditioned on Grantee's Compliance. This Franchise is conditioned upon Grantee's full 

compliance with the terms and conditions contained herein and with all Environmental  Laws and regulatory programs of 
Jurisdictional Agencies that currently exist or may hereafter be enacted applicable to the Operation, Maintenance, 
Construction or Improvement of Grantee's Facilities within the Franchise Area.  

 
2.5 Franchise Does Not Create Liability for City. By granting this Franchise, the City is not assuming any risks or 

liabilities arising from Grantee's Operation, Maintenance, Construction or Improvement of Facilities within the Franchise 
Area under the authority of this Ordinance; any and all such risks or liabilities shall be solely and separately borne by 
Grantee. Grantee agrees and covenants to, at its sole cost and expense, take all necessary and prudent steps to 
protect, support, and keep safe from harm, its Facilities within the Franchise Area, or any part thereof, when necessary 
to protect the public health and safety.  The Parties understand and agree that the City is not responsible for errors or 
omissions in information provided to the Grantee by the City. 

 
2.6 Franchise is Not Warranty of Title. This Franchise is intended to convey only a limited right and interest in 

the use of the Premises within the Public Right-of-Way and on other Public Property. This Franchise is not a warranty of 
the City's title or interest in the Premises in the Public Rights-of-Way or any other Public Property; and therefore, none of 
the Franchise rights granted herein shall affect the City's jurisdiction over its property, streets or Public Rights-of-Way or 
any other Public Property.  

 
2.7 Vacation of Public Right-of-Way; Retention of Easement.  

 
(a) This Franchise grant remains subject to the City’s power to vacate or release any City interest in the 

Public Right-of-Way, or other Public Property under the City’s ownership or control, without such action creating any 
obligation of payment to Grantee of any consideration for loss of Franchise use. 

 
(b) In the event of the vacation of a Public Right-of-Way, or any portion thereof, by the City under the 

provisions of RCW Chapter 35.79, Grantee may participate in the street vacation process to protect its interests and may 
request the City to reserve an easement for Grantee in the Premises within the Public Right-of-Way area which is 
proposed to be vacated.  

 
(c) Grantee accepts full responsibility for all reasonable, documented City costs, including staff time, in 

dealing with Grantee’s request to retain an easement for its Facilities in a vacated street including making payment for 
the value of any easements granted or reserved. 

 
2.8 Franchise Grants No Rights in Other Public Property. This Franchise does not and shall not convey any 

right to Grantee to install its Facilities on, under, over, across, or to otherwise use City owned or leased Public Properties 
of any kind, either within or outside the Premises along the Pipeline Corridor, without the express separate Written 
authorization of the City.  

 
2.9 Municipal Powers Not Affected by Franchise.  Authority granted under the terms of this Franchise to 

Grantee to maintain its Facilities in the Public Right-of-Way within the Franchise Area remains at all times subject to the 
requirements of, and the exercise of, the City’s tax and police powers. 
 
Section 3. Term and Renewal or Extension of Franchise.  
 

3.1 Term of Franchise.  Each of the provisions of this Franchise shall become effective upon the Effective Date 
as set forth in Section 19.12 and shall remain in effect for twenty-five (25) years from the Effective Date.  
 

3.2 Failure to Renew Franchise. If the Parties fail to formally, mutually renew this Franchise prior to the 
expiration of either the Franchise term, or any previously agreed extension; then this Franchise may be extended on a 
year-to-year basis (or such term as the Parties may mutually agree in Writing) until a renewed Franchise is executed, 
not to exceed two (2) years from the date of expiration.    If the Parties are thereafter not able to agree on a new 
Franchise, this Franchise will terminate.  Either Party may give written notice to the other Party at least one hundred 
eighty (180) days in advance of the expiration of the initial Franchise term (or the expiration of any previously-agreed 
extension) of its intent not to renew the Franchise.  
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3.3 At any time not more than three (3) years or less than one hundred eighty (180) days prior to the expiration 
of this Franchise, either Party may request an extension of the Franchise for an additional ten (10) year renewal period.  
 
Section 4. Assignment and Transfer of Franchise.  

 
4.1 No Transfer of Franchise without City Consent. Except in cases involving sales of equity or other beneficial 

interests in Grantee, this Franchise shall not be sold, assigned, transferred, leased or  otherwise disposed of by the 
Grantee, either in whole or in part, either by voluntary or involuntary sale, merger or consolidation; nor shall title to the 
Franchise, either legal or equitable, or any right, interest or property therein pass to, or vest in, any other person or 
entity, without the prior Written consent of the City Council as provided in Paragraph 4.2, acting by ordinance or 
resolution, which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld, conditioned, or delayed.   Such consent shall not be 
deemed to waive any rights of the City to subsequently enforce non-compliance issues relating to this Franchise that 
existed at or before the time of the City’s consent.   

 
4.2  Requirements of City Approval of Transfer of Franchise.  
 

(a)  No transfer, including any assignment, sale or lease of the Franchise shall be approved by the City 
unless the assignee or transferee demonstrates to the satisfaction of the City that it has the legal, technical, financial, 
and industry experience and qualifications to carry on the activities of the Grantee under the requirements of this 
Franchise Ordinance.  

 
(b)  The City has the right to conduct an expeditious investigation to satisfy itself of the proposed assignee's 

qualifications to perform all requirements of the Franchise.  All reasonable expenses incurred by the City in conducting 
such investigation shall be paid by Grantee. 

 
(c)  Prior to the City's consideration of a request by Grantee to consent to a Franchise assignment, the 

proposed assignee must file with the City a Written promise to unconditionally accept all terms of the Franchise, 
effective upon assignment of the Franchise. 

 
(d) Any transfer or assignment, sale or lease of this Franchise without the prior Written Consent of the City 

shall be void and result in the termination or revocation of the Franchise.  
 
(e)  No assignment, including any sale or lease of this Franchise granted by the City shall be effective until 

the assignee or lessee shall have filed in the office of the City Clerk an instrument, duly executed, reciting the fact of the 
sale or lease, accepting the terms of this Franchise, and agreeing to perform all the conditions required of the Grantee. 
The assignee or lessee shall file a bond in such amount and with such conditions as the City Council may require which 
bond shall run to the City as obligee, with sureties satisfactory to the City Council, and shall obligate said Party, to 
discharge all obligations and liabilities imposed upon the Grantee by the Franchise.  

 
4.3 City Failure to Enforce Franchise No Bar to Future Enforcement. The City is under no obligation to 

undertake any investigation of the Grantee's state of compliance with Franchise obligations at the time of any 
assignment, and the failure of the City to insist on full compliance with any Franchise obligations prior to the transfer of 
the Franchise does not waive any right of the City to insist on full compliance by the assignee with all Franchise 
obligations thereafter. 
 
Section 5. Compliance with State and Federal Laws.  

 
5.1  Compliance with State and Federal Law a Material Term of Franchise.  
 

(a) Grantee's compliance with the requirements of all valid and applicable Environmental Laws and the 
regulations or regulatory orders of any Jurisdictional Agency applicable to the Maintenance, Operation, Construction and 
Improvement of its Facilities within the Franchise Area is a material term of this Franchise.  This obligation shall include 
compliance by the Grantee with all applicable laws, rules, and regulations existing at the Effective Date of this 
Franchise, including, but not limited to, Title 49 Code of Federal Regulation, Part 195 Transportation of Hazardous 
Liquids, and any laws or regulations that may subsequently be enacted by any governmental entity with jurisdiction over 
Grantee and/or the Facilities.  

 
(b) Grantee stipulates that the Franchise Area is located in a "High Consequence Area" as defined in 49 

CFR 195.450.  Grantee agrees to maintain full compliance with applicable Environmental Laws and the requirements of 
49 CFR 195.452 regarding High Consequence Areas. 
  
Section 6. Construction and Maintenance of Facilities.  

 
6.1 Application. This Section 6 shall apply to Construction, Maintenance or Improvement of Facilities performed 

by Grantee in the Franchise Area. 
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6.2 Permits Required for Construction and Maintenance Work.  
 

(a)  Except in the event of an Emergency Incident, Grantee shall first obtain all required and applicable 
permits from the City to Construct, Maintain, or Improve Grantee's Facilities within the Franchise Area.  Such work shall 
only commence upon the issuance of all required permits by the City, which permits shall not be unreasonably withheld 
or delayed after submission of a complete application in compliance with applicable City codes.   

 
(b)  In the event of an Emergency Incident, requiring immediate action by the Grantee for the protection of 

the pipeline(s) or Facilities, the City’s property, or the property, life, health, or safety of any individual, the Grantee may 
take action immediately to correct the dangerous condition without first obtaining any required permit(s) so long as:    

 
1)  Grantee informs the City Representative as soon as possible of the nature and extent of the 

Emergency Incident and the work to be performed prior to commencing the work if such notification is practical, or, 
where notification is not practical, the Grantee shall notify the City not later than the next business day, and 

 
2) Grantee shall, promptly thereafter, obtain any necessary permits for the work arising from the 

Emergency Incident from the City or other Jurisdictional Agency as applicable and comply with any mitigation 
requirements or other conditions in the after-the-fact permit. 

 
6.3 Construction and Maintenance Work to Comply with Plans. Except in the case of an Emergency Incident, 

prior to commencing any Construction and/or Maintenance work in the Franchise Area, the Grantee shall first file with 
the Grantor such detailed plans, specifications and profiles of the intended work as may be required by the Grantor. 
Grantor may require such additional information, plans and/or specifications as are in Grantor's reasonable opinion 
necessary to protect the public health and safety during the Construction and/or Maintenance work and for the remaining 
term of this Franchise. 

 
6.4 Conduct of Construction, Maintenance and/or Improvement of Facilities.  
 

(a) Any work done by Grantee, in the Public Right-of-Way or on Public Property including work done at the 
Grantee’s direction, or on its behalf, by contractors or subcontractors shall be conducted in such a manner as to avoid 
damage or interference with other utilities, drains, or other structures, and shall not unreasonably interfere with public 
travel, park uses, or other municipal uses and the free use of adjoining property, and so as to provide for the safety of 
persons and property.  The Grantee’s Construction, Maintenance, and/or Improvements shall be in compliance with all 
Environmental Laws and applicable regulations of Jurisdictional Agencies.  

 
(b)  Grantee agrees to avoid damage or interference with public utilities, drains or other structures in or near 

the Public Right-of-Way as well as unnecessary damage to the Public Right-of-Way or Public Properties, and to comply 
with the City's most current Pavement Cut Policy for Utility Trenches, in the performance of any Maintenance, 
Construction, and/or Improvement work on its Facilities in the Public Right-of-Way or on Public Property.  Grantee is 
fully responsible to pay for any damage or interference with such structures, in accordance with the indemnification 
provision of Section 14.1. 

 
(c)  All asphalt patches in the Public Right-of-Way installed by Grantee over its Facilities shall be 

continuously maintained by Grantee until the affected Public Right-of-Way area is repaved. 
 
(d) Grantee agrees that Public Needs or Public Projects have first priority in the use of the Public Right-of-

Way or on other Public Property. 
 
6.5 Components of Facilities to Meet Regulatory Standards. All pipe and any other fixtures or components used 

in the Construction, Maintenance and/or Improvement of Grantee's Facilities within the Franchise Area shall comply with 
all Environmental Laws and applicable regulations of Jurisdictional Agencies.  

 
6.6 Notice to be Given Prior to Construction and Maintenance.  
 

(a) Except in the event of an Emergency Incident, Grantee shall provide the City Representative Written 
notice at least ten (10) calendar days prior to any Construction, Maintenance and/or Improvement, or other substantial 
activity, other than routine inspections and Maintenance, by Grantee, its agents, employees or contractors on Grantee's 
Facilities in the Public Right-of-Way or on Public Properties within the Franchise Area. Grantee shall comply with City 
ordinances respecting obtaining Right-of-Way obstruction or access permits to comply with this provision. 

 
(b) Grantee shall provide reasonable notice to those owners or other persons in control of property abutting 

the Premises in the Franchise Area when the Maintenance, Construction and/or Improvement of Grantee's Facilities will 
affect access to, or otherwise impact, the property of such other persons and shall coordinate this effort to notify with the 
City’s Representative. 
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6.7  City's Right to Condition Permits. Unless such condition or requirement is in conflict with Environmental 
Laws or the applicable regulations of Jurisdictional Agencies, the City may condition the granting of any permit, or other 
approval that is required under this Franchise, in any manner reasonably necessary for the safe use and management of 
the Public Right-of-Way and/or other Public Property including, but not limited to, requirements of bonding, maintaining 
proper distance from other utilities, protecting the continuity of pedestrian and vehicular traffic and protecting any 
improvements on Rights-of-Way and/or other Public Property, private facilities and public safety.  

 
6.8  Grantee to Restore Premises. 
 

(a) Whenever necessary, after performing Construction, Maintenance or Improvement work on any of 
Grantee's Facilities within the Franchise Area, the Grantee shall, without delay, and at Grantee's sole expense, remove 
all debris and restore the Premises within the Public Right-of-Way, and/or on other Public Property, to as good or better 
condition as it was before the Construction, Maintenance and/or Improvement work began, and in full compliance with 
the City's current Policies for construction work in the Public Right-of-Way or on Public Property.  

 
(b) Grantee shall replace any property corner monuments, survey or reference hubs that were disturbed or 

destroyed during Grantee's Construction, Maintenance or Improvement work in the Premises covered by this Franchise. 
Such restoration shall be done in a manner consistent with Environmental Laws and the applicable regulations of 
Jurisdictional Agencies and under the supervision of the City Representative and to the City's reasonable satisfaction.  

 
6.9  One Number Location Service. Grantee shall continuously be a member of the State of Washington “One-

Call” Locator Service as provided under RCW Chapter 19.122, as now adopted or hereafter amended, and shall comply 
with all such applicable rules and regulations in performing Construction, Maintenance or Improvement work on its 
Facilities within the Franchise Area.  

 
6.10 Markers to Locate Facilities. Grantee shall place and maintain line markers for all existing and new 

Facilities within the Franchise Area pursuant to the applicable regulations of Jurisdictional Agencies within and along the 
Pipeline Corridor.  If other “industry best practices” for line marking are developed as a method of alerting excavators to 
the presence of the pipeline, Grantee agrees to employ such new practices.  The Grantee agrees to perform all 
Construction, Maintenance and/or Improvement work in compliance with revised industry standards in effect at the time 
of such work. During Construction, Maintenance and/or Improvement work, markers demarcating the location of 
Grantee's Facilities shall be placed on the surface of the Premises at least every one hundred (100) yards or as 
otherwise requested by the City so as to provide clear warning of the presence of the Grantee's Facilities but in a 
manner that does not interfere with public travel or other public uses of the Premises.  

 
6.11 Grantee to Fix Pipeline Location.  When the City or third Parties are engaged in Construction work in the 

Premises along the Pipeline Corridor as depicted in Exhibit "A" or within fifty (50) feet of the Premises, Grantee shall 
promptly respond to requests to locate the precise position of its Facilities. Grantee shall bear any costs associated with 
locating and marking its Facilities for a Public Project and may recover costs for non-Public Projects as provided in 
Section 8.3. 

 
6.12 As-Built Drawings of Facilities.  
 

(a)  Upon acceptance of this Franchise by Grantee, Grantee shall provide the City with detailed as-built 
design drawings showing the size, depth, and location of all pipes, valves, gauges, and all other components of its 
Facilities within the Franchise Area at no cost to the City. It is understood that the location of the Facilities shall be 
verified by excavating the Premises if exact alignment is required.  The information shall be provided in hard copy or 
electronic format acceptable to the City's Representative.  

 
(b)  Within thirty (30) days of completing any Construction, Maintenance and/or Improvement work, 

installation of new Facilities, or any other substantial activity in the Public Right-of-Way or on Public Property within the 
Franchise Area, the Grantee shall provide the City with updated and corrected as-built drawings and a survey showing 
the location, depth and other characteristics of its new Facilities within the Franchise Area in like manner as with (a) 
above. Grantee shall confirm that as-builts previously provided to the City are still accurate. 

 
(c) The City agrees to make its best efforts to honor any reasonable request by Grantee that information 

provided by Grantee, including but not limited to, Grantee’s drawings, maps, or any proprietary information be protected 
as confidential under the following conditions: 
 

1) Grantee must make all requests for confidentiality in Writing and identify in advance all information it 
desires to be protected and submit such information to the City separately and never commingled with public 
information.  Each page of such information, in hard or soft copy, must be indelibly marked "PRIVATE/
CONFIDENTIALITY RIGHTS RESERVED BY MARATHON PIPE LINE LLC". 
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2) If the City receives a Public Records request under RCW Chapter 42.56, (State Public Records Act) 
for such information so marked, it shall make every reasonable effort to protect confidentiality by notifying Grantee of the 
request.  If the City is aware of any potential exemptions or exceptions to its disclosure obligations under the State 
Public Records law, it shall assert them, but no liability shall accrue to the City for any failure or oversight in doing so, 
each Party’s obligation being limited to representing its own legal interests. Grantee must thereafter take immediate 
steps if it so desires to initiate litigation in Spokane County Superior Court to protect any confidentiality it wishes, or the 
City shall have no further obligation to protect the confidentiality request.    

 
3) Grantee recognizes that, as provided by RCW 42.56.060, the City is immune from any suit if it 

releases any public records, as defined by law, in a good faith attempt to comply with its obligations under the State 
Public Records Act.  

 
6.13 City Has No Obligation to Certify Sufficiency of Plans. Nothing in this Franchise shall be deemed to impose 

any duty or obligation upon the City to determine the adequacy or sufficiency of Grantee's plans and designs for its 
Facilities or to ascertain whether Grantee's proposed or actual construction, testing, maintenance, repairs, replacement 
or removal work is adequate, or sufficient, or in conformance with the plans and specifications reviewed by the City, 
Environmental Laws or the applicable regulations of any Jurisdictional Agency.  
 

6.14 Grantee Responsible for Construction Area.   
 

(a) Grantee shall be solely and completely responsible for its workplace safety and safe working practices 
on its job sites within the Franchise Area, including safety of all persons and property during the performance of any 
Construction, Maintenance and/or Improvement work, as required by Environmental Laws or the applicable regulations 
of Jurisdictional Agencies.  

 
(b) In the event of a claim brought against Grantee by any person arising from Grantee's Construction, 

Maintenance and/or Improvement work on its Facilities within the Franchise Area or Grantee's occupation or use of the 
Public Right-of-Way and/or other Public Property under the terms of this Franchise Ordinance, Grantee is responsible 
for the prompt and fair resolution thereof, and shall not avoid this duty on the basis that any Construction,  Maintenance, 
and/or Improvement activities undertaken by Grantee were being performed by an independent contractor, reserving 
always Grantee's rights to fully pursue subrogation claims not otherwise inconsistent with the requirements of this 
Franchise Ordinance including its right to pursue indemnification from a contractor. 
 
Section 7. Operations, Maintenance, Inspection, Testing.  

 
7.1 Grantee shall Operate, Maintain, inspect and test its Facilities in the Franchise Area in full compliance with 

Environmental Laws and the applicable regulations of Jurisdictional Agencies as now enacted, or hereafter amended. 
Grantee represents that it has completed its Baseline Assessment, Integrity Management Plan, Encroachment 
Management Plan, Emergency Incident Response Plan, and all other reports and plans for all of its Facilities over the 
Aquifer within the Franchise Area, as required by the applicable regulations of Jurisdictional Agencies. 

 
Grantee agrees to maintain such items fully updated in strict compliance with the applicable requirements of all 

Jurisdictional Agencies. 
 
7.2 Reports, Tests, Inspections. 
 

(a) Grantee agrees to test and inspect its Facilities within the Franchise Area in full compliance with 
Environmental laws and the applicable requirements of Jurisdictional Agencies and best management practices and 
industry standards.  

 
(b) Grantee further agrees to assist the City in obtaining from Jurisdictional Agencies copies of any test or 

inspection results, documents or reports required to be submitted to or reviewed by Jurisdictional Agencies or otherwise 
in accord with best management practices and industry standards.  These documents may include a Baseline 
Assessment report, a Pipeline Integrity Management Plan, and Encroachment Management Plan, and an Emergency 
Incident Response Plan (see also Section 9.1), or any reports or studies submitted or required to be submitted to any 
Jurisdictional Agencies.   

 
7.3 Grantee's Notice to City of Testing of Facilities.   
 

(a) The Grantee shall notify the City Representative in writing of any in-ground pipeline hydro test or other 
internal inspection conducted on the Grantee's Facilities within the Franchise Area at least ten (10) business days prior to 
said testing, except in an Emergency Incident, in which case, the Grantee agrees to notify the City as soon as is 
practicable under the circumstances, but no later than one business day after completion of any in-ground pipeline hydro 
test or other internal inspection  following any  Emergency Incident or discovery of any anomaly in the Grantee’s Facilities. 
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(b) Federal regulations (e.g., 49 C.F.R. sec. 195.56) require that Grantee file a written report of a safety-
related condition in Grantee’s pipelines within five working days of determining that such a condition exists.  Within five 
working days of filing such a report, Grantee will notify the City that a report has been made.  Upon request from the 
City, Grantee shall furnish a copy of the report made to the Jurisdictional Agencies if allowed by law and, if not, 
reasonably assist the City in attempting to obtain such information from the Jurisdictional Agencies.  In addition, upon 
request from the City, Grantee will provide any inspection findings by Jurisdictional Agencies regarding Grantee's 
pipelines in the Franchise Area. 

 

7.4 Technical Information Regarding Grantee's Facilities. The Grantee shall provide to the City, upon Written 
request by the City's Representative, such information as may be reasonably needed to administer this Franchise; 
including, but not limited to, standard pipeline alignment data, for Public Project planning and Emergency Incident 
Response requirements, as presented to the Jurisdictional Agencies, including as-built drawings showing the 
approximate location of all Grantee Facilities within the Franchise Area.  Grantee conducts robust Jurisdictional Agency-
required evaluation of the pipeline and appurtenances in the Franchise Area on a five-year cycle, in addition to all of the 
inspection, maintenance, and operational requirements Grantee implements under its own integrity management 
programs.  In the year following the five-year cycle evaluation, Grantee will meet with City to discuss the results of the 
evaluation and corrective action, if any, arising from the evaluation. 

 

7.5 Independent Consultant.  Whereas, if the City retains an Independent Pipeline Consultant (“Consultant”) 
agreeable to Grantee, whose agreement will not be unreasonably withheld, to perform an independent evaluation of the 
Pipeline and/or Facilities of Grantee or Third Party Audit of the Baseline Assessment and Plans described in Paragraph 
7.1, which would be performed at City’s expense, and the Consultant recommends that Grantee make modifications or 
additions to Grantee’s Pipeline and/or Facilities, or to its Baseline Assessment or Plans. Grantee agrees to consider 
such recommendations in good faith provided that the recommendations are reasonably consistent with industry best 
practices and applicable regulations of Jurisdictional Agencies. If Grantee declines to follow the Consultant’s 
recommendations, Grantee shall provide a Written report to the City explaining its reasoning for not following the 
recommendations. Parties agree to comply with the Dispute Resolution provisions of Section 13 contained herein to 
resolve any dispute over whether to follow consultant’s recommendations.  
  

Section 8. Encroachment Management.  
 

8.1 Requirements of Encroachment Management Plan. The Grantee's Encroachment Management Plan shall 
be developed in full compliance with all Environmental Laws and applicable regulations of Jurisdictional Agencies and all 
valid federal, state, and local requirements regarding encroachment management and damage prevention, including the 
State of Washington “one-call” locator service law (RCW 19.122). 

 
Grantee shall maintain a Written program to prevent damage to its Facilities from excavation activities, as 

required by the Environmental Laws and applicable regulations of Jurisdictional Agencies. 
 

8.2 Inspections of surface conditions. Grantee shall also conduct regular inspections of the surface conditions 
on or adjacent to the Pipeline Corridor, as required by the Environmental Laws and the applicable regulations of 
Jurisdictional Agencies. 

 

8.3 Encroachment Response Procedure.  
 

(a)  Upon specific notification to Grantee of any planned construction activity which may involve excavation 
within twenty-five (25) feet of the Pipeline Corridor, or any other activity that may abnormally load its Facilities in the 
Franchise Area, by either the City or any third party, Grantee shall immediately mark the precise location of its Facilities 
before the construction or other activity commences.  

 

(b) Grantee shall provide a representative at its expense for Public Projects to inspect the construction or 
other activity when it commences, and periodically inspect the Premises thereafter to ensure that Grantee's Facilities are 
not damaged by the construction or other activity.  Grantee shall also do this where needed for non-Public Projects, and 
may charge a reasonable fee, to be collected by Grantee from the private party requesting the work 

 

(c) Nothing herein shall affect the Grantee's obligation to comply with the requirements of Washington's 
Underground “one call” locate statute, RCW Chapter 19.122, as now adopted or hereafter amended. 
 

8.4 Verification of Pipeline Location.  
 

(a) Upon the City's request, in connection with the design or construction of any Public Project, Grantee will 
verify the exact location (lateral and vertical) of its underground Facilities on the Premises within the Pipeline Corridor; 
provided that any costs arising from potholing or similar operations shall be at the cost of the City. The request shall 
specify a reasonable response time in consideration of the nature of the request and difficulty to Grantee of providing 
such assistance. In the event Grantee performs such excavation, Grantee agrees to restore the disturbed Premises to the 
same or better condition as existed immediately prior to the excavation. Potholing may be required for non-Public Projects, 
at a reasonable cost of Grantee, to be collected by Grantee from the private party requesting the work. 
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(b) Because precise damages are difficult to ascertain, for failure to respond to a City request made 
pursuant to Section 8.4(a) within the specified response time, Grantee agrees to pay liquidated damages as provided in 
Section 12.1, except no liquidated damages apply before a thirty (30) day period has elapsed without a satisfactory response. 

 

8.5 Inspection of Third-Party Excavation. If the Grantee becomes aware that a third party has conducted any 
excavation or other significant work that may have affected its Facilities, the Grantee shall conduct such inspections 
and/or testing of Facilities as is necessary to determine that;  

 

(a)  No direct or indirect damage was done to the Grantee's Facilities by the excavation and,  
 

(b)  The construction work or other activity did not abnormally load the Grantee's Facilities and,  
 

(c)  The Construction work or other activity did not impair the effectiveness of the Grantee's cathodic 
protection system.  Grantee is responsible to coordinate with other persons with facilities in the vicinity of its Facilities so 
as to avoid adverse impacts of cathodic protection. 

 

Section 9. Leaks, Spills, Ruptures, and Emergency Response.  
 

9.1 Grantee Shall Have Remote Monitoring System.  
 

(a) Grantee shall maintain in place, at all times that Grantee's Facilities are located within the Franchise 
Area, a system for monitoring pressures and flows within its Pipeline and/or Facilities, from a Remote-Control Center. 
The remote monitoring must be able to accurately detect pipeline leaks, spills or ruptures, as required by Environmental 
Laws and the applicable regulations of Jurisdictional Agencies.  

 

(b)  Grantee's Emergency Incident Response Plan shall designate Grantee's local emergency response 
officials and a direct 24-hour emergency telephone number for the Control Center operator, who shall be capable of 
immediate shutdown of Grantee's Facilities in the Franchise Area by use of a satellite-controlled switch or other similar 
remote technology. Grantee shall, after being notified of an Emergency Incident, cooperate with the City Representative 
and make every effort to respond as soon as possible to limit damage from the Emergency Incident and protect the 
public's health, safety, and welfare.  

 

CURRENT CONTROL CENTER 24 HOUR PHONE NUMBER: 877-267-2290  
 

Grantee shall keep the City Representative and City Fire Marshall updated in Writing of any changes to this 
contact information.  

 

(c)  The Grantee warrants that, throughout the term of this Franchise, it will make periodic updates to its 
Emergency Incident Response Plan as may be necessary to ensure full compliance with Environmental Laws and the 
applicable requirements of Jurisdictional Agencies.   

 

(d) The Parties agree to meet annually to review the Emergency Incident Response Plan and Incident 
Response procedures as required by Environmental Laws and the applicable regulations of Jurisdictional Agencies. 
Grantee shall coordinate this meeting with the City, other local public safety agencies and other interested parties.  

 

(e)  The Grantee will, at all times, have available or have access to, sufficient Emergency Incident Response 
equipment and materials within the Franchise Area to properly and completely respond to any spill, leak, rupture or other 
release of Petroleum Products or Hazardous Substances from the Grantee's Facilities, in accordance with 
Environmental Laws and applicable regulations of Jurisdictional Agencies or otherwise in accordance with best 
management practices and industry standards. 

 
9.2  Grantee Responsible for Costs of Clean-Up. Except to the extent an Emergency Incident is shown to be 

proximately caused by the negligence of the City, Grantee shall be solely responsible for all reasonable and necessary 
costs incurred by City, County, local or State agencies in responding to any spill, leak, rupture or other release of 
Petroleum Products from its Facilities that are required by Environmental Laws, including, but not limited to, detection 
and removal of contaminants from surface or subsurface soil or water, including sources of vapor intrusion and actual 
remediation costs. All such costs shall be considered extraordinary costs that shall not be borne by the City and shall not 
be considered administrative expenses of the City. Nothing in this section shall limit Grantee's rights or causes of action 
against any third party who may be responsible for such leak, spill, rupture, or other release of Petroleum Products or 
other Hazardous Substances from Grantee’s Facilities.  

 
9.3 Notice of Leak, Spill or Rupture From Grantee's Facilities.   
 

(a) In areas outside the City's Wellhead Influence Zone, Grantee shall notify the City in Writing within one 
(1) business day of its observation or detection of, any uncontained leak, spill, rupture or other release of Petroleum 
Products from its Facilities within the Franchise Area requiring notification to Jurisdictional Agencies. 
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(b) In areas inside the City's Wellhead Influence Zone, the City shall receive telephonic notification 
immediately after the Emergency Incident is discovered and/or reported to Jurisdictional Agencies.  

 
(c) If requested by the City Representative in Writing, Grantee shall follow-up this notice within thirty (30) days 

with a Written report of the Emergency Incident, including, but not limited to, the date, time, amount, location, response, and 
remediation of the leak, spill, rupture or other release of Petroleum Products as submitted to Jurisdictional Agencies.  

 

9.4 City May Investigate Any Leaks From Grantee's Facilities.   
 

(a)  In the event of a leak of Petroleum Products from Grantee's Facilities, if the City's Representative has a 
reasonable basis to be concerned about the safety or security of Grantee's Operations or Facilities in any location which 
might impact the Aquifer, or the Well Head Influence zone, or endanger its citizens, or its property, including public water 
supply facilities within the Franchise Area, the City's Representative may seek an investigation by Jurisdictional 
Agencies, or request assurances or additional information from Grantee regarding its Facilities or Operations in the 
Franchise Area, including a third party evaluation pursuant to Section 7.5, as deemed necessary by the City's 
Representative. Any costs incurred by the City in seeking such an investigation, following a leak event, including 
employment of an expert consultant shall be considered as a recoverable administrative cost.   

 

(b) Supplementing other provisions, in the event of a leak, spill or rupture comprising an Emergency 
Incident in the Franchise Area where the cause is not reasonably apparent, Grantee shall take immediate steps to fully 
cooperate with all Jurisdictional Agency investigations, giving the City reasonable assurances and confirmation of these 
actions.  All results of any non-privileged investigation shall be disclosed to the City Representative. The City may view 
all pertinent records and reports thereof.  The City has the right to satisfy itself of the due diligence of such investigation.  
If the City reasonably deems the public water supply or the safety and security of its Wellhead Influence Zone area are in 
jeopardy, the City may demand that the occurrence be investigated by an independent pipeline consultant selected by 
City. Grantee shall be solely responsible for paying all of the reasonable costs and expenses incurred in investigating the 
occurrence and reporting any findings to Jurisdictional Agencies, up to a maximum amount of fifty thousand dollars 
($50,000) per incident for incidents up to ten barrels product loss and a maximum of $100,000 for incidents over ten 
barrels involving a spill, leak, or rupture. Grantee shall meet and confer with the independent consultant following the 
consultant's investigation to address whether any modifications or additions to Grantee's Facilities may be warranted. In 
cases where Jurisdictional Agencies do perform an investigation, Grantee shall provide a copy of the results of any 
investigation within ten (10) business days of receipt of such report.  

 

(c) If the independent pipeline consultant recommends that Grantee make modifications or additions to 
Grantee's Facilities, Grantee covenants to consider said recommendations in good faith provided that the 
recommendations are reasonably consistent with industry best practices. If Grantee declines to follow the consultant's 
recommendations, Grantee shall provide a Written report within 90 days to the City explaining its reasoning for not 
following said recommendations. The Parties agree to comply with the Dispute Resolution provisions of Section 13 
contained herein to resolve any dispute over whether to follow the consultant's recommendations.  

 

9.5 Emergency Flow Restricting Devices in Facilities – Remote Control. 
 

(a) Grantee has installed Emergency Flow Restricting Devices (EFRD) in its Facilities within the Franchise 
Area in the locations shown in Exhibit “B".  All Emergency Flow Restricting Devices for Grantee’s Facilities shall be 
remotely controlled from the Control Center and shall be capable of being instantly activated by Grantee.  

 

(b) Emergency Flow Restriction Devices - Location. Grantee currently has EFRDs on either side of the 
Spokane River capable of manual and remote operation through its Control Center and in the vicinity of the City’s 
Wastewater treatment plant.  These EFRDs shall continue to be maintained by Grantee during the term of the Franchise 
or so long as Grantee operates Facilities within the Franchise Area.  

 

(c) Grantee shall maintain adequate 24-hour emergency staffing immediately accessible by the City Fire Chief 
or the City Representative to activate said EFRDs in the case of an Emergency Incident involving Grantee’s Facilities. 

 

9.6 Responsibility of Grantee to Take Precautions to Avoid Leak, Spill, or Rupture.  It remains the sole and 
separate responsibility of the Grantee, under the authority of this Franchise, to take adequate precautions to avoid 
Leaks, Spills or Ruptures that might result in the release of Petroleum Products from its Facilities, as required by all 
Environmental Laws and applicable regulations of Jurisdictional Agencies, including, but not limited to, compliance with 
the requirements of RCW Chapter 19.122 (One Call System). 
 

Section 10. Required Relocation of  Facilities for Public Project. 
 
10.1 Public Project.  
 

(a) In the event that the City undertakes or approves the construction of any Public Project including by not 
limited to: changes to the grade or location of any water, sewer or storm drainage line, street or sidewalk, or undertakes 
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any other Public Project and as a result, the City determines that the public health, safety, welfare, necessity, and/or 
convenience reasonably requires changes to, or the relocation of, the Grantee's Facilities in the Public Right-of-Way or 
on Public Property, then the Grantee shall make such changes or relocations as required herein at the Grantee's sole 
cost, expense and risk.   

 

(b) The City shall provide written notice to Grantee at least 180 days prior to commencement of any Public 
Project which requires relocation of Grantee's pipeline and/or Facilities.  

 

(c) In the event the Grantee relocates or otherwise modifies its Facilities at the direction of the City to 
accommodate a City Public Project, and the City thereafter abandons and does not complete the Public Project, the 
Grantee may invoke the Dispute Resolution provisions of Section 13 and seek reimbursement for the reasonable and 
necessary costs incurred by the Grantee for the relocation or modification that it would not have otherwise incurred.    

 

10.2 Relocation of Facilities by Grantee.   
 

(a) Prior to commencing construction on a Public Project affecting Grantee's Facilities, the City shall provide 
Grantee with copies of pertinent portions of the plans and specifications for the Public Project; and, upon request, 
Grantee shall, at its sole cost and expense, determine and identify for the City Representative the exact location of its 
Facilities potentially affected by the Public Project.  Grantee shall promptly relocate such Facilities at Grantee's sole cost 
and expense to accommodate a Public Project if reasonably requested to do so by City; and shall similarly relocate its 
Facilities for any other projects at the request of the City, but in such case, Grantee may recover its reasonable 
expenses form persons other than the City responsible for the relocation request.    

 

(b) The City shall work cooperatively with the Grantee in determining a viable and practical route within 
which Grantee may relocate its Facilities, in order to minimize costs to the Grantee while meeting the requirements of 
the City's Public Project, and will, to the extent possible, provide an alternative Public Right-of-Way or Public Property for 
the relocation. 

 

(c) Grantee shall complete relocation of its Facilities so as to accommodate the requirements of the Public 
Project at least ten (10) calendar days prior to commencement of such Project or at such other time as the Parties may 
agree in Writing.  

 

(d) The Parties agree that the City’s exact damages, because of delays by the Grantee, in compliance with 
this section are difficult to precisely quantify. If the City or its contractor is delayed at any time in the progress of the work 
on the Public Project by an act or neglect of the Grantee, or those acting for, or on behalf of, the Grantee, then Grantee 
agrees to pay the City liquidated damages as provided in Section 12.1. The requirement for payment of Liquidated 
Damages does not apply if the delays were caused by the acts of the City or did not result from the neglect of the 
Grantee, or those acting for, or on behalf of, the Grantee.   

 

10.3 Alternative Plan to Avoid Relocation of Facilities. Grantee may, after receipt of Written notice requesting a 
relocation of its Facilities, submit to the City Representative Written alternatives to the relocation of Grantee's Facilities 
within forty five (45) calendar days of receiving the plans and specifications for the Public Project. The City shall evaluate 
the alternatives and advise Grantee in Writing if one or more of the alternatives are suitable to accommodate the 
requirements of the Public Project. The City Representative shall give each alternative proposed by Grantee full and fair 
consideration but retains full discretion and final authority to decide whether to utilize its original plan or an alternative 
proposed by Grantee.  

 

10.4 Requested Relocation within 5 Years.  If any portion of the Grantee’s pipeline and/or Facilities that has 
been required by the City to be relocated under the provisions of this section is subsequently required to be relocated 
again within five (5) years of the original relocation, the City will bear the actual and reasonable cost of the subsequent 
relocation during the five (5) year period.  
 

Section 11. Removal of Grantee's Facilities - Abandonment in Place.  
 

11.1 Permanent Cessation of Use of Facilities. 
 

(a) In the event of Grantee's permanent cessation of use or abandonment of its Facilities, or any portion 
thereof, within the Franchised Area, the Grantee shall (except as may be permitted by Section 11.2), within one hundred 
and eighty (180) days after the abandonment or permanent cessation of use, remove its Pipelines and/or Facilities or 
any portion thereof, from the Public Right-of-Way or Public Property at Grantee's sole cost and expense.  

 

(b) A presumption of Grantee's abandonment or permanent cessation of use of Facilities arises after twelve 
months substantial non-use by Grantee of its Facilities as to that part of the Franchise Area concerned. 

 

(c) In the event of the removal of all or a portion of its Facilities, Grantee shall restore the Franchised Area 
as nearly as reasonably possible to as good or better condition as it was in before the installation of the Grantee ’s 
Pipelines and/or Facilities, in compliance with the City's current Pavement Cut Policies. 
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(d) Such property restoration shall be done at the Company’s sole cost and expense and to the City’s 
Representative’s reasonable satisfaction.  Grantee shall be responsible for the payment of any costs of any 
environmental review required by for the removal of any Pipelines and/or Facilities from the Premises within the 
Franchise area. 

 

(e) If the Grantee fails to remove or secure the Pipelines and/or Facilities and fails to restore the Premises 
or fails to take such other mutually agreed upon action, the City may, after reasonable notice to the Grantee, remove the 
Facilities, restore the Premises, or take such other action as is reasonably necessary at the Grantee’s expense, and the 
City shall not be liable, therefore.  This remedy shall not be deemed to be exclusive and shall not prevent the City from 
seeking a judicial order directing that the Facilities be removed. 

 

11.2 Alternatives to Grantee's Removal of Facilities from Public Right-of-Way. 
 

(a)  Upon abandonment or permanent cessation of Facilities, and with the Written consent of the City's 
Representative, as an alternative to Grantee's removal of the Facilities the Grantee may secure its underground 
Facilities within the Franchise Area  or on other Public Property, rendering them safe and harmless, removing all 
Petroleum Products from the Facilities, purging vapors, displacing the contents of the pipeline with an appropriate inert 
material, and sealing Facility ends with a suitable end closure, all in compliance with Environmental Laws and the 
applicable regulations of Jurisdictional Agencies.  

 

(b) Provided that portions of the Grantee's Facilities which are above ground shall be removed at Grantee’s 
sole expense, except where approved, in Writing, by the City's Representative. 

 

(c)  For permission for Grantee to abandon all, or substantially all, of the Grantee's Facilities within the 
Franchise Area, the City's consent must be expressed by a Resolution of the City Council, upon such additional 
conditions as may be prescribed therein. 

 

11.3 Grantee's Abandonment of Facilities – Requirement of Bond. The City's permission for Grantee's partial or 
complete abandonment of Facilities in place on the Premises within the Franchise Area may be conditioned upon 
Grantee's posting of a bond, in a form and with a surety subject to the City’s reasonable approval, or other security 
approved by the City to cover  any estimated future risks and reasonable likely costs to the City in dealing with Grantee's 
Facilities as abandoned on the Premises in the Public Right-of-Way or on other Public Property, including prevention or 
remediation of any environmental damage. 

 

11.4 Requirements of this Section Survives Franchise Termination. The Parties expressly agree that the 
requirements of Section 11 shall survive the expiration, revocation, or termination of this Franchise.  
 
Section 12. Violations, Remedies and Termination.  

 
12.1 City's Remedies for Violations. The Grantee shall be in compliance with the terms of this Franchise at all 

times. In addition to any rights set forth elsewhere in this Franchise, or other rights it may possess at law or equity, the 
City reserves the right to apply any of the following remedies, alone or in combination, in the event Grantee violates any 
material provision of this Franchise.   

 
(a)  Liquidated Damages for Delay. The Parties agree that damages for delay in compliance with the 

requirements of this Franchise are difficult to ascertain and determine.  If Grantee fails or refuses to comply with any 
condition of  this Franchise, or any of its terms or provisions, the damages suffered by the City as a result may include, 
without limitation, increased costs of administration and other damages difficult to measure; therefore, City and the 
Grantee agree that liquidated damages of $1,000 Dollars (One thousand dollars) per day, per incident or other measure 
of violation, may be assessed from the third (3rd) business day that the City notifies the Grantee of the occurrence of the 
violation or incident, so long as Grantee remains non-compliant; provided that if Grantee commences a cure within such 
three business day period (and uses commercially reasonable efforts to pursue a cure thereafter), then Grantee shall not 
be assessed such liquidated damages. These liquidated damages represent both Parties' best estimate of the damages 
likely to result from such compliance delays and do not include compensation for municipal property damage, damage to 
the City facilities, water supply or other public resources or properties and other losses, nor for liability risks as typically 
protected by insurance. Grantee may invoke the Dispute Resolution provisions as provided in Section 13 of this 
Franchise in connection with imposition of damages by the City under this section, but this shall not stay the continued 
accrual of such damages.  

 
(b)  Termination of Franchise. The City may also terminate this Franchise if Grantee materially breaches or 

otherwise fails to perform, comply with, or otherwise observe any of the material terms and conditions of this Franchise, 
or fails to maintain all required licenses and approvals from Jurisdictional Agencies, and fails to cure any such breach or 
default within thirty (30) calendar days of City's Representative providing Grantee Written notice thereof.  

 
(c) The above cited remedies are cumulative and not exclusive, and, the exercise of one remedy shall not 

prevent the exercise of another or any rights of the City at law or equity. 
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12.2 Termination of Franchise Requires Vote of City Council. This Franchise shall not be terminated except 
upon a majority vote of the full membership of the City Council, after reasonable notice to Grantee and an opportunity to 
be heard, provided that if exigent circumstances necessitate immediate termination, the hearing may be held as soon as 
possible after notice to Grantee of the termination by the City Representative. The Council may refer any portion of a 
dispute involving a potential termination of the Franchise to the City Hearings Examiner for hearing and 
recommendation. 

 

12.3 Grantee's Termination of Franchise.  
 

 Grantee may terminate this Franchise upon 30-days' written notice to City. 
 

12.4 Grantee's Obligations Upon Termination of Franchise.  
 

(a) In the event of termination of this Franchise, Grantee shall immediately discontinue Operation of its 
Facilities in the Franchise Area unless doing so creates an appreciable risk to human health, safety, or the environment, in 
which case Grantee shall discontinue Operations of its Facilities in the Franchise Area as quickly as it is able to do so without 
threatening human health, safety, or the environment, in accordance with a schedule approved by Jurisdictional Agencies.  

 

(b) Once the Grantee's rights to Operate in the Franchise Area have terminated, Grantee shall comply with 
the Franchise provisions regarding removal and/or abandonment of Facilities.  

 

(c) Either Party may invoke the Dispute Resolution provisions set forth in Section 13 of this Franchise, as it 
deems necessary with regard to termination. Alternatively, the City may elect to seek relief directly in Superior Court, in 
which case the Dispute Resolution requirements of Section 13 shall not be applicable.  

 

12.5 Termination of this Franchise Shall Not Release Either Party From Liability.  
 

(a) Termination of the Franchise shall not release either Party from any obligation with respect to any matter 
occurring prior to such termination, nor shall such termination release Grantee from any obligation to remove or secure 
Grantee's Facilities on the Premises within the Franchise Area and to restore the Premises within the Franchise Area, 
including, but not limited to, Grantee’s compliance with the terms of this Franchise regarding removal and/or abandonment of 
its Facilities, in accordance with Environmental Laws and the applicable regulations of Jurisdictional Agencies.  

 

(b) The City's failure to exercise a particular remedy at any time shall not waive the City's right to terminate, 
assess penalties, or assert any other remedy at law or equity for any future breach or default by Grantee.  

 
12.6 Covenants in Franchise Enforceable in Court. The Parties acknowledge that the covenants set forth herein 

are essential to this Franchise, and, but for the mutual agreements of the Parties to comply with such covenants, the 
Parties would not have entered into this Franchise. The Parties further acknowledge that they may not have an 
adequate remedy at law if the other Party violates such covenant; therefore, the Parties shall have the right, in addition 
to any other rights they may have, to obtain injunctive relief in Spokane County Superior Court to restrain any breach or 
threatened breach of Franchise terms, or to specifically enforce any of the covenants contained herein should the other 
Party fail to perform them.  
 

Section 13 Dispute Resolution.  
 

13.1 Resolution of Disputes by Franchise Administrators.  In the event of a dispute between City and Grantee 
arising by reason of this Franchise, or any obligation hereunder, the dispute shall first be referred to the operational 
officers or representatives designated by the City and the Grantee to have oversight over the administration of this 
Franchise. Said officers or representatives shall meet within thirty (30) calendar days of either Party's request for a 
meeting, and the Parties shall make a good faith effort to attempt to achieve a resolution of the dispute.  

 

13.2  Resolution of Disputes by Mediation.  In the event that the Parties are unable to resolve a dispute under 
the procedure set forth in Section 13.1, then the Parties hereby agree that the matter shall be referred to mediation. The 
Parties shall mutually agree upon a mediator to assist them in resolving their differences. If the Parties are unable to 
agree upon a mediator, the Parties shall jointly obtain a list of seven (7) mediators from a reputable dispute resolution 
organization and alternately strike mediators from that list until one remains. Any expenses incidental to mediation shall be 
borne equally by the Parties. If the dispute involves a matter previously mediated, the mediation process need not be repeated. 

 

13.3 Judicial Remedy.  If the Parties fail to achieve a resolution of the dispute through mediation, either Party 
may then pursue any available judicial remedies by filing an action in Spokane County Superior Court; provided that, if 
the Party seeking judicial redress does not substantially prevail in the judicial action, it shall pay the other Party's 
reasonable legal fees and costs incurred in the judicial action.  

 
13.4 Grantee may continue to Operate Facilities within the Franchise Area during the Dispute Resolution 

process, but this shall not affect either Party’s right to seek injunctive relief to protect their interests in a court of 
competent jurisdiction in Spokane County. 
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Section 14. Indemnification. 
 

14.1 General Indemnification. Except for environmental matters, which are covered by a separate 
indemnification, the Grantee shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the City, its agents, officers, elected officials, or 
employees from any and all liability, loss, damage, cost, expense, and claim of any kind whether at law or in equity, 
including reasonable attorneys' and experts' fees incurred by the City in defense thereof, arising out of, or related to, 
directly or indirectly, the installation, Construction, Operation, use, location, testing, repair, Maintenance, Improvement, 
removal, or abandonment of Grantee's Facilities on the Premises within the Public Right-of-Way or on other Public 
Property within the Franchise Area under the authority of this Franchise, or from the existence of Grantee's Facilities in 
the Franchise Area, or from any leak, spill, rupture or other release of the Petroleum Products contained in, transferred 
through, or released from said Facilities, including the reasonable costs of assessing any such damages and any liability 
for costs of investigation, abatement, correction, cleanup, fines, penalties or other damages arising under any 
Environmental Laws or the applicable regulations of Jurisdictional Agencies. If any administrative or judicial action is 
brought against the City by reason of the rights granted to Grantee for the Construction,  Maintenance, Operation or 
Improvement of its Facilities within the Franchise Area under the terms of this Franchise Ordinance, Grantee shall 
defend the City, its agents, officers, elected officials, or employees at the Grantee's sole cost and expense. This general 
indemnification does not apply to the extent that any matters are shown to be proximately caused by the City's 
negligence or willful misconduct. 

 
14.2 Environmental Indemnification.  
 

(a) Grantee shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless the City, its agents, officers, elected officials or 
employees from and against any and all liability, loss, damage, expense, actions or claims, either at law or in equity, for 
environmental damages arising out of, or related to, directly or indirectly, the installation, Construction, Operation, use, 
location, testing, repair Maintenance, Improvement, removal, or abandonment of Grantee's Facilities in the Public Right-
of-Way or on other Public Property within the Franchise Area under the authority of this Franchise, including, but not 
limited to, costs and reasonable attorneys' and experts' fees incurred by City in defense thereof, arising directly or 
indirectly from: 

 
1) Grantee's breach of any Environmental Laws or the regulations of Jurisdictional Agencies applicable 

to the Grantee's Facilities; or  
 

2) Any release of Petroleum Products or other Hazardous Substances from the Grantee’s Facilities 
within the Franchise Area; or  

 

3) Any other incident arising from Grantee's activities related to the rights granted under this Franchise 
including actions by Grantee, or its agents, contractors or subcontractors.  

 
(b) This indemnity includes but is not limited to:  

 
1) Liability for any Governmental Agency's costs of removal of, or remedial action for, a leak, spill, 

rupture or release of Petroleum Products or other Hazardous Substances from Grantee’s Facilities;  
 
2) Damages to natural resources caused by a leak, spill, rupture or other release of Petroleum 

Products or other Hazardous Substances from Grantee’s Facilities, including the reasonable costs of assessing such 
damages;  

 
3) Liability for any other person's costs, including the City’s (except for those excluded because they 

were not proximately caused by the City's negligence or willful misconduct as set forth in subsection (c), below), of 
responding to any leak, spill, rupture or other release of Petroleum Products or other Hazardous Substances from 
Grantee’s Facilities;  

 
4) Liability for any costs of investigation, abatement, correction, cleanup, fines, penalties, or other 

damages arising under any Environmental Laws or the applicable regulations of Jurisdictional Agencies; and  
 
5) Liability for personal injury, property damage, or economic loss from the acts or omissions of the 

Grantee related to the City's grant of this Franchise or Grantee’s Operation, Maintenance, Construction or Improvement 
of the Facilities arising under any statutory or common-law theory.  

 
(c) This environmental indemnification does not apply to the extent that any matters are shown to be 

proximately caused by the City's negligence or willful misconduct. 
 
14.3 Indemnity Obligations Survive Termination. The indemnity provisions contained herein shall survive the 

expiration, revocation, or termination of this Franchise and shall continue for as long as the Grantee’s Facilities shall 
remain in, or on, the Premises within the Franchise Area or until the Parties execute a new Franchise which modifies or 
terminates these indemnity provisions. 
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14.4 Waiver of Consequential Damages. NOTWITHSTANDING ANYTHING TO THE CONTRARY IN THIS 
FRANCHISE, IN NO EVENT SHALL EITHER PARTY BE LIABLE TO THE OTHER PARTY, ANY SUCCESSORS IN 
INTEREST OR ANY BENEFICIARY OR ASSIGNEE OF THIS AGREEMENT FOR ANY LOST PROFITS OR 
CONSEQUENTIAL, INCIDENTAL, INDIRECT, SPECIAL, OR PUNITIVE DAMAGES ARISING OUT OF THIS 
AGREEMENT OR ANY BREACH HEREOF, WHETHER ARISING UNDER LAW OR IN EQUITY. 
 
Section 15. Insurance and Bond Requirements.  

 
15.1 Insurance Requirement.  

 
(a) During this Franchise, Grantee shall procure and maintain, at its sole cost and expense, from carriers with an 

AM Best's Financial Strength Rating of at least A- commercial general liability insurance, including sudden and accidental 
pollution in the minimum amount of One Hundred Million Dollars ($100,000,000) for each occurrence and in the annual 
aggregate, in a form reasonably acceptable to the City.  Insurance coverage shall include, but is not limited to, all defense 
costs.  Grantee and City agree that, every five years following the Effective Date of this Franchise, either Party may request in 
writing that both Parties meet to discuss the continuing appropriateness of the Insurance Requirement and whether new 
circumstances merit an adjustment of the Insurance Requirement.  The Parties agree to meet and discuss this matter in good 
faith, but neither Party is obligated to agree to an adjustment of the Insurance Requirement. 

 

(b) Grantee is permitted to self-insure a portion of the total amount of insurance required in Section 15.1(a), 
above, in an amount up to and including Twenty-five Million Dollars ($25,000,000).   

 

(c) The insurance limits in this Section can be satisfied through any combination of primary and excess 
liability policies. 

 

15.2 Grantee to Provide Proof of Insurance. Upon request, Grantee shall provide evidence of the coverage required in 
Section 15.1 in a form reasonably acceptable to City. Further, any policies of insurance procured and maintained by Grantee to 
satisfy the requirements in Section 15.1 shall, to the extent of Grantee's indemnification obligations herein of Grantor, show 
Grantor as an additional insured, provide a waiver of subrogation in favor of Grantor, and respond as primary to any insurance 
carried by Grantor.  Further, such policies shall contain a provision that the policy shall not be canceled without a minimum of 
thirty (30) days prior Written notice to the City or otherwise is allowed under the terms and conditions of the policy.  

 

15.3 Grantee is permitted to procure insurance from more than one carrier to meet the insurance obligations 
specified in Section 15.1(a), above.  Insurance carriers are not required to be "admitted" in the State of Washington. 

 

15.4 Bond and Insurance Requirements Survive Termination. The insurance and bond provisions contained 
herein shall be negotiated at the expiration, revocation, or termination of this Franchise and shall continue for as long as 
the Grantee's Facilities shall remain in, or on, the Premises within the Franchise Area or until the Parties execute a new 
Franchise Agreement which modifies or terminates these indemnity, insurance, and bond provisions.  
 

Section 16. Receivership or Foreclosure of Grantee.  
 
16.1 Notice to City – Bankruptcy. Grantee shall immediately notify the City in Writing if Grantee:  
 

(a) files a voluntary petition in bankruptcy, a voluntary petition to reorganize its business, or a voluntary 
petition to affect a plan or other arrangement with creditors; or  

 

(b) files an answer admitting the jurisdiction of the Bankruptcy Court and the material allegations of an 
involuntary petition filed pursuant to the Bankruptcy Code, as amended; or  

 

(c) is adjudicated bankrupt, makes an assignment for the benefit of creditors, or applies for, or consents to, 
the appointment of any receiver or trustee of all or any part of its property including all or any parts of its business 
operations or Facilities within or affecting the Franchise Area.  

 

16.2 Notice to City -- Foreclosure. Upon the foreclosure or other judicial sale of all, or a substantial part of, 
Grantee's business operations or Facilities within or affecting the Franchise Area, or upon the termination of any lease 
covering all, or a substantial part of, the Facilities within or affecting the Franchise Area, Grantee shall notify the City 
Representative of such fact.  

 

16.3 City's Right to Terminate Franchise Upon Appointment of Receiver. The City shall have the right to cancel this 
Franchise one hundred twenty (120) days after the appointment of a receiver or trustee to take over and conduct the 
business of a Grantee, whether in receivership, reorganization, bankruptcy, or other action or proceeding, unless such 
receivership or trusteeship shall have been vacated prior to the expiration of said one hundred twenty (120) days, or unless:  

 
(a) Within one hundred twenty (120) days after the election or appointment, such receiver or trustee shall 

have fully complied with all of the provisions of this Franchise and remedied any existing violations and/or defaults; and 
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(b) Within said one hundred twenty (120) days, such receiver or trustee shall have executed an agreement, 
duly approved by the court having jurisdiction, whereby such receiver or trustee assumes and agrees to be bound by 
each and every provision of this Franchise granted to the Grantee except where expressly prohibited by applicable 
provisions of State or Federal law.  

 

16.4 City's Right to Seek Injunctive Relief. Nothing in this Section shall limit the ability of the City to seek 
emergency or injunctive relief against Grantee if it deems the City water supply, Wellhead or Aquifer to be in significant 
danger or jeopardy. Such action shall not be an election of remedies but shall preserve all other remedies in addition, at 
contract, law, or equity. 
 

Section 17. Annual Franchise Fee and Costs.  
 

17.1 Franchise Fee.  In consideration for granting this Franchise to Grantee and for the use of the Premises 
within the Franchise Area, there is hereby established an annual Franchise Fee equal to Twenty- five Thousand Dollars/
year ($25,000).  

 

The annual Franchise Fee shall remain constant for the first five (5) years of this Franchise and shall then 
subsequently be increased every year by the national Consumer Price Index for Urban Consumers (CPI-U) as published 
in January of that year, or at a rate of 1.5%, whichever is greater. 

 

17.2 Fee Payment in Installments. The first installment shall be paid at the time Grantee accepts this Franchise 
and shall cover the next twelve (12) months. Each succeeding installment shall cover the next twelve (12) month period 
and shall be paid not later than the anniversary date of the Effective Date of this Franchise.

 

17.3 Interest on Late Payments. Interest shall accrue on any late payment of the Franchise Fee at the rate of twelve 
percent (12%) per annum.  Such interest shall be in addition to any applicable and customary penalties for late payment.  Any 
partial payment shall first be applied to any applicable and customary penalties, then interest, and then to principal. 

 

17.4 The Franchise Fee set forth above, does not include standard and customary payments associated with 
the City’s administrative expenses incurred in reviewing, licensing, permitting, or granting any other approvals necessary 
for the Grantee to Operate, Maintain, Construct or Improve its Facilities, or for any inspection or enforcement costs 
thereunder (i.e.  customary permitting fees).  Additionally, the foregoing annual fee does not include any generally 
applicable taxes that the City may legally levy. 
 

Section 18. Legal Relations; Charter Requirements.  
 
18.1 No Relationship Created by Grant of Franchise.  Nothing contained in this Franchise shall be construed to 

create an association, trust, partnership, agency relationship, or joint venture between the City and Grantee, or to 
impose a trust, partnership, or agency duty, obligation or liability on, or with regard to, either Party. Each Party shall be 
individually and severally liable for its own duties, obligations, and liabilities under this Franchise.  

 

18.2 No Warranty by City. The Grantee accepts any privileges granted hereunder by the terms of this Franchise 
for the installation of its Facilities on the Premises within the Public Right-of-Way and on other Public Property within the 
Franchise Area in an "as is" condition. Grantee stipulates and agrees that the City has never made any representations, 
or any implied or express warranties or guarantees as to the suitability, security, or safety of the Premises for Grantee's 
location of its Facilities or any representations as to possible hazards or dangers arising from other uses of the Premises 
by the City, the general public, or other utilities. As between the City and the Grantee, the Grantee shall remain solely 
and separately liable for the operation, testing, Maintenance, Construction, Improvement, replacement, and/or repair of 
the Facilities or other activities permitted hereunder. 

 

18.3 Workers’ Compensation Immunity Waiver. Grantee waives immunity under Title 51 RCW in any cases involving 
the City and affirms that the City and Grantee have specifically negotiated this provision, to the extent it may apply. 

 

18.4 Franchise Creates No Duty on City.  This Franchise shall not create any duty of the City or any of its 
officials, elected officials, employees or agents and no liability shall arise from any action or failure to act by the City or 
any of its officials, elected officials, employees or agents in the exercise of powers reserved to the City. Further, this 
ordinance is not intended to acknowledge, create, imply or expand any duty or liability of the City with respect to any 
function in the exercise of its police power or for any other purpose. Any duty that may nonetheless be deemed to be 
created in the City shall be deemed a duty to the general public and not to any specific party, group or entity.  

 

18.5 Supplementing and not by way of limitation of other provisions, the City reserves all rights under its City 
Charter and as allowed by applicable provisions of Federal and State law, including expressly those conditions stated in 
Sections 106, 107 and 108, of the City Charter as applicable. 

 
18.6 Grantee may not issue any capital stock on account of the Franchise or the value thereof and shall have no 

right to receive any return on account of the Franchise or its value.   
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18.7 As applicable, the Franchise and all things constructed thereunder shall be subject to common use by any 
other grantee or assignee of any other franchise, whenever there shall be necessity therefor, upon payment or tender of 
compensation for such use. The question of necessity, compensation and all other questions relating thereto, shall be 
judicial questions, but no judicial proceeding shall suspend or postpone such use if the person or corporation desiring 
such common use shall deposit in the court such sums as the court, in a preliminary hearing may determine.   

 

Section 19: Miscellaneous. 
 

19.1 Interpretation and Venue. This Franchise shall be governed by, and construed in accordance with the laws of the 
State of Washington and the Parties agree that in any action, except for actions based on Federal questions, that jurisdiction 
and venue shall lie exclusively in the Superior Court of Spokane County, Washington. For any Federal judicial action involving 
the rights granted under this Franchise, venue shall lie in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Washington.  

 

19.2 Amendment or Modification of Franchise. In the event that a court of competent jurisdiction declares a 
material provision of this Franchise to be invalid, illegal or unenforceable, the Parties shall negotiate in good faith and 
agree, to the maximum extent practicable in light of such determination, to make such amendments or modifications to 
the Franchise as are appropriate actions so as to give effect to the intentions of the Parties as reflected herein. If 
severance from this Franchise of the particular provision(s) determined to be invalid, illegal or unenforceable will 
fundamentally impair the value of this Franchise, either Party may bring an action in the Spokane County Superior Court to 
reform or reconstitute the Franchise so as to recapture the original intent of said particular provision(s). All other provisions 
of the Franchise shall remain in effect at all times during which negotiations or a judicial action remains pending. 

 

19.3 Time is of the Essence. Whenever this Franchise sets forth a time for any act to be performed, such time 
shall be deemed to be of the essence, and any failure to perform within the allotted time may be considered a material 
violation of the requirement of this Franchise.  Where no specific time is specified, performance shall be made in a 
reasonable time, and for such performance, time is also of the essence. 

 

19.4 Effect of Force Majeure. In the event that Grantee is prevented or delayed in the performance of any of its 
obligations under this Franchise by reason(s) beyond the reasonable control of Grantee, performance shall be excused during 
and to the extent of such Force Majeure occurrence. Upon removal or termination of the Force Majeure occurrence the 
Grantee shall promptly perform the affected obligations in an orderly and expedited manner under this Franchise or procure a 
substitute for such obligation or performance that is reasonably satisfactory to City. Grantee shall not be excused by mere 
economic hardship, or by the misfeasance or malfeasance of its directors, officers, or employees or any other conditions that 
might have been reasonably foreseen or avoided, with the exercise of reasonable care and diligence. 

 

19.5  Section Headings.  
 

(a) The Section headings in this Franchise are for convenience only, and do not purport to and shall not be 
deemed to define, limit, or extend the scope or intent of the Section to which they pertain.  

 

(b) This Franchise is expressly subject to the terms of the Spokane City Charter and Article XI thereof. 
 

19.6 No Third-Party Liability. By entering into this Franchise, the Parties expressly do not intend to create any 
obligation or liability, or promise any performance to any third Party, nor have the Parties created for any third Party any 
right to enforce this Franchise.  

 

19.7 Successors and Assignees Bound by Franchise. This Franchise and all the provisions shall be binding 
upon and inure to the benefit of the respective successors and permitted assignees of the Parties.  
 

19.8 Notice Requirements. Whenever this Franchise calls for notice to or notification by any Party, the same 
(unless otherwise specifically provided) shall be in Writing and directed to the recipient at the address set forth in this 
Section, unless written notice of change of address is provided to the other Party. If the date for making any payment or 
performing any act is a legal holiday, payment may be made or the act performed on the next succeeding business day 
which is not a legal holiday.  
 

Notices shall be directed to the Parties as follows:  
 

 
 

To the City:  To the Grantee:  

Representative    Real Estate Services 

808 W. Spokane Falls Blvd.   825 North 300, Suite S-200 

Spokane, WA 99201  Salt Lake City, Utah 
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19.9 Authority of Parties to Execute Franchise. The Parties each represent and warrant that they have full 
authority to enter into and to perform this Franchise, that they are not in default or violation of any permit, license, or 
similar requirement necessary to carry out the terms hereof, and that no further approval, permit, license, certification, or 
action by a Jurisdictional Agency is required to execute and perform this Franchise, except such as may be routinely 
required and obtained in the ordinary course of business.  

 

19.10 Franchise Supersedes All Previous Agreements. This Franchise and the attachments hereto represent the 
entire understanding and agreement between the Parties with respect to the subject matter and it supersedes all prior 
oral negotiations between the Parties. This Franchise can be amended, supplemented, modified, or changed only by an 
agreement in writing which makes specific reference to the Franchise or the appropriate attachment and which is signed 
by both Parties. No waiver of any provision of this Franchise  shall be effective unless reduced to writing and signed by 
the Party granting the waiver.  All previous franchise agreements between the Parties pertaining to Grantee's 
Construction, Maintenance, Improvement or Operation of its Facilities within the Franchise Area are hereby superseded.  

 

19.11 Purpose of Franchise; Acceptance of Franchise.  
 

(a) The purpose of this Franchise is to grant Grantee the right to Operate, Maintain, Construct and Improve 
its Facilities in the Franchise Area and to assure the City protection against liability or loss in connection with Grantee's 
enjoyment of the Franchise, including loss or damage to the public water supply, City Wellhead area or Aquifer 
contamination.  This Franchise shall be liberally construed to accomplish these purposes. 

 

(b) Grantee shall, within thirty (30) days after passage of this Ordinance, file with the City Clerk, its 
unconditional Written acceptance of all the terms and conditions of this Franchise. If Grantee shall fail to so file its 
Written acceptance within such period, then the rights and privileges granted hereunder shall be deemed forfeited.  
 

19.12 Effective Date. The Effective Date of this Franchise shall be the _____ day of _________________, 2025, 
after passage, approval and legal publication of this Ordinance as provided by law and provided it has been duly 
accepted by Grantee as herein above provided. On that date, the rights, duties and obligations shall come into effect and 
the date from which the time requirement for any notice, extension and/or renewal will be measured.  The City has made 
no effort to verify that Grantee compliance, and waives no existing deficiencies at the time of Franchise approval.  
 

Passed by City Council October 20, 2025 
Delivered to Mayor October 27, 2025 

ORDINANCE NO. C36753 
 

An ordinance making technical corrections to Chapters 08.02, 10.29, 12.01, 12.02, 13.03 of the Spokane 
Municipal Code, and technical corrections to Titles 17A, 17C, 17D, 17F and 17G of the Spokane Municipal Code. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City of Spokane does ordain: 
 

Section 1. That Section 08.02.039 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 08.02.039 Special Inspections and Other Fees 
 

A. The fee for re-inspection as provided in the adopted codes, to be billed to each permittee, is provided in 
the Development Fee Schedule. 
 

B. The fee for inspection by any ((building services department)) Development Services Department personnel outside 
normal working hours is provided in the Development Fee Schedule. A minimum of two hours is payable at the time 
the request is made. 
 

C. The fee for investigation of work done without a permit is provided in the Development Fee Schedule. 
 

D. The minimum fee for any permit or inspection not otherwise provided for is provided in the Development Fee Schedule. 
 

E. Refund of Fees. 
1. All requests for refunds must be in writing to the building official. 

a. Refundable amounts of less than $30 are not eligible for reimbursement. 
2. Refunds of permit and inspection fees will be granted only if the: 

a. work described on the permit was not done and no inspections or site visits were made, or 
b. permit was a duplicate of an already issued permit in error, or 
c. permit was issued in error by the department. 

3. The following fees are not refundable: 
a. Plan review fees once any plan review work has begun. 
b. Application fees, to include processing fees and the state building code fee. 
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F. The processing fee for each permit is provided in the Development Fee Schedule. 
 

G. The fee for doing research of files and codes or preparing reports is provided in the Development Fee Schedule with 
a one-hour minimum, plus actual copying or printing expense. 
 

H. The fee to recommence suspended or abandoned work under an extended permit is provided in SMC 08.02.031(U). 
 

Section 2. That Section 08.02.065 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 08.02.065 Streets and Airspace 
 
A. Fees are provided in the Development Fee Schedule. 

 
B. Street Obstruction Permits. 

1. The ((director of engineering services)) Director of Engineering Services may adjust the boundaries where a 
long-term obstruction is considered to be in a congested area in the interests of ((the)) public health, safety, and 
convenience, considering the need to promote traffic flows and convenience in administrative 
enforcement needs. 

2. The Director of the Development Services ((Center)) may set a master annual obstruction permit fee based on a 
reasonable estimate of the expense to the City of providing permit services. Permit fees are payable at least 
quarterly. If a master annual permit fee is revoked, the party may apply for a refund of unused permit fees; 

3. No obstruction fee is charged for street obstruction permits for activities done by or under contract for the City. 
 

C. The fee for a building moving permit shall be waived for the moving of a building which is an historic landmark or a 
contributing building located within an historic district. 
 

D. A contractor shall notify the ((department of engineering services)) Engineering Services Department for application 
of road oil or other dust palliatives to public ways and places of public travel or resort in accordance with 
SMC 12.02.0740(B). 

 
Section 3. That Section 10.29.020 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 

 
Section 10.29.020 Operator’s License 
 
No person may operate or have charge of a steam boiler of any size or a hot water heating or supply boiler of five 
hundred thousand BTU input or larger without a license, issued by the ((building services department)) Development 
Services Department, of the appropriate class as follows:  
 
A. A low-pressure boiler operator’s license authorizes the holder to have charge of and operate any specifically 

described and located fifteen-pound steam boiler or hot water boiler used for heating purposes only, not exceeding 
four million BTU; or 
 

B. A small high-pressure boiler operator’s license authorizes the holder to have charge of and operate a small high-
pressure boiler not exceeding eight hundred thousand BTU input or one hundred fifty pounds psi. 
 

C. A third-class boiler operator’s license authorizes the holder to have charge of and operate a high-pressure (power) 
boiler not exceeding four million BTU input, or 
1. and operate any size low-pressure boiler, or 
2. an opposite shift to a second-class boiler operator. 

 
D. A second-class boiler operator’s license authorizes the holder to have charge of: 

1. and operate a high-pressure boiler not exceeding eight million BTU, or 
2. an opposite shift to a first-class boiler operator, or 
3. and operate any size low-pressure boiler. 

 
E. A first-class boiler operator’s license authorizes the holder to have charge of any size high-pressure or low-pressure boiler. 

 
F. Boiler Operator is an annual subject to the licensing procedures of 08.01 SMC. 
 

Section 4. That Section 10.29.030 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 
Section 10.29.030 Heating Mechanics – License 
 
No person may perform work requiring a mechanical permit without a license issued by the ((building services 
department)) Development Services Department of the appropriate type as follows: 



October 29,  2025  Official Gazette,  Spokane,  WA  1245  

 

A. A gas heating mechanic I license authorizes the holder to do gas fitting work on a gas: 
1. system or gas appliance utilizing up to four hundred thousand BTU input per hour, or 
2. appliance in excess of four hundred thousand BTU input per hour under the direct supervision and in the 

presence of a gas heating mechanic II. 
 

B. A gas heating mechanic II license authorizes the holder to do industrial gas fitting work (exceeding four hundred 
thousand BTU) on any permit a mechanical contractor can take out. 
 

C. Contractors who obtain permits requiring a heating mechanics license and the installer who performs the installation 
shall both be liable for the civil infraction set forth in ((SMC 1.05.170)) SMC 01.05. 

 
Section 5. That Section 12.01.010 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 

 
Section 12.01.010 Sidewalk Maintenance – Owner’s Responsibility 
 
A. Every owner and occupant of premises shall keep the sidewalk area including tree grates adjacent to any portion of 

the real property (including corners) in good and safe condition and repair at all times. 
 

B. Where the ((director of engineering services)) Director of Engineering Services determines there has been a failure 
to comply with this section, the ((director)) Director or their designee may send written notice to the premises 
advising of the violation. If the violation is not corrected, the ((director)) Director or their designee may proceed to 
remove or repair the condition, at the owner’s and/or occupant’s sole expense and liability. 
 

C. The ((directors of)) Directors of Engineering Services, Development Services ((Center)), Code Enforcement and 
Parking Services, and the City Engineer are authorized to waive license, bonding, and insurance requirements for 
minor repairs on existing sidewalks. 
 

D. The City Engineer, along with the Development Services ((Center)) and the Code Enforcement and Parking Services 
departments, shall develop and publish a public rule defining the types of sidewalk projects that qualify as minor repairs. 
 

E. Nothing in this section shall be construed to waive building and construction permit and inspection requirements. 
 

Section 6. That Section 12.02.060 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 
Section 12.02.060 Fences and Hedges – Incidental Encroachments 
 
Incidental encroachments upon the public right-of-way from private property not obstructing the use of the right-of-way may 
be permitted by the ((development services center manager)) Director of Development Services or their designee as 
provided in SMC 17G.010.160. Such encroachments are revocable without compensation and create no vested rights. 
 

Section 7. That Section 12.02.0704 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 
Section 12.02.0704 Definitions 
 
((A. “Public way” means any publicly dedicated or used highway, street, alley, or sidewalk. 
 
B. “Permittee” means any person to whom an obstruction permit is issued. Permits are not transferable and have no 

property value. 
 
C. “Office of primary responsibility” means the development services center manager, hereafter referred to as the 

director, who is the City official designated to administer this article. The director functions directly or through 
authorized agents, in coordination with other appropriate City agencies. The director is authorized to grant 
exceptions to, or impose conditions on, requirements herein, in the exercise of sound discretion, considering the 
requirements of permittees and the purpose of this article. 

 
D. “Obstruction of a public way” includes, but is not limited to, obstructions that may hinder the normal flow of 

pedestrian or street traffic or render the public way unsafe for current and necessary use such as: 
1. trees, bushes, weeds or grass; and 

 
2. accumulations of trash and debris including but not limited to litter, glass, and scrap materials.)) 
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Section 8. That Section 12.02.0707 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 12.02.0707 Master Annual Permit for High Volume Users 
 

A. In lieu of an individual permit for users whose estimated annual permit need is in excess of seven hundred permits 
per year under SMC 12.02.0706, an annual master permit may be issued as provided in this section and SMC 
17G.010.210(D). Except as otherwise provided, all conditions of an individual permit apply to a master permit. A 
master annual permit is individually approved by the ((development services center manager)) Director of 
Development Services. 
 

B. If the ((development services center manager)) Director of Development Servies deems in ((his sole)) their discretion that 
the public convenience is not served by a master permit, an application may be denied or a master permit revoked. 
Denial or revocation of a master permit does not affect eligibility for an individual permit under SMC 12.02.0706. 

 

Section 9. That Section 12.02.0716 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 12.02.0716 Long Term Permits – Temporary Passageway 
 

A. Where a permit allows the obstruction, disturbance, or other such use of a public street, highway, or alley (including 
the sidewalk, if any) for an extended period of time and affecting a substantial portion of the public ways, as 
determined by the ((development service center manager)) Director of Development Services or their designee, said 
permit privileges will be established by the director in coordination with the ((street director)) Street Director. Each 
such request for an obstruction permit will be considered on its own merit, and the limits established with due 
consideration for the needs of the permittee and for the interests of the public. 
 

B. Permits issued under this section are conditioned upon the permittee’s continued safe maintenance of a temporary 
passageway for pedestrian use along the public way. 
 

C. Said temporary passageway shall be a minimum of four feet wide and shall extend from available permanent 
sidewalks, walkways, or specified pedestrian routes in the areas immediately adjacent to the permit area. 
 

D. Said temporary passageway shall be constructed of two-inch plank or other approved material laid lengthwise upon 
good and sufficient supports laid not more than three feet apart. 
 

E. The location of joining the temporary passageway to the regular sidewalk or pedestrian route must be even. The 
entire passageway must have a sturdy barrier or railing at least four feet high or other safe design approved by the 
building official. 
 

F. Where the temporary passageway abuts property with construction of structures higher than twenty feet, the 
passageway must be completely covered at a height of a least ten feet with two-inch plank or other approved 
material resting upon strong supporting joists well fastened and braced to strong posts on both sides. 
 

G. Chapter 33 of the International Building Code as adopted by the City controls over this section. 
 

Term Definition 

Obstruction of a public way includes, but is not limited to, obstructions that may hinder the normal flow of       
pedestrian or street traffic or render the public way unsafe for current and necessary 
use such as: 
 

1. trees, bushes, weeds or grass; and 
 

2. accumulations of trash and debris including but not limited to litter, glass, 
and scrap materials. 

Office of primary responsibility means the Director of Development Services, hereafter referred to as the director, 
who is the City official designated to administer this article. The director functions 
directly or through authorized agents, in coordination with other appropriate City 
agencies. The director is   authorized to grant exceptions to, or impose conditions 
on, requirements herein, in the exercise of sound discretion, considering the        
requirements of permittees and the purpose of this article. 

Permittee means any person to whom an obstruction permit is issued. Permits are not      
transferable and have no property value. 

Public way means any publicly dedicated or used highway, street, alley, or sidewalk. 
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Section 10. That Section 12.02.0724 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 12.02.0724 Barriers and Traffic Control 
 
A. In case any public way is dug up, excavated, undermined, disturbed, or obstructed, or any obstruction placed 

thereon, the permittee and/or person causing the same shall erect and maintain around the site a good and sufficient 
barrier, and shall also maintain lighted amber lights during every night from sunset to daylight, at each end and 
safely around such obstruction. 
 

B. In cases where a permit allows for the encroachment upon or the closure of a traffic lane, the permittee will provide 
traffic-control measures as may be established by the ((development services center manager)) Director of 
Development Services or their designee and/or the ((director of the street department)) Street Director. 

 

Section 11. That Section 12.02.0755 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 12.02.0755 Bus Benches / Transit Shelter Located in the Public Right-of-way 
 

A. Bus benches, transit shelters, and other similar facilities utilized for the benefit of patrons of public 
transportation may be placed in the public right-of-way pursuant to the approval of the City and under the direction of 
the ((development services center manager)) Director of Development Services or their designee. 
 

B. Bus bench signs at designated public transportation stops located in the public right-of-way shall be permitted, provided, 
however, that such signs shall have any necessary permits and comply with all applicable regulations set forth in the 
Spokane Municipal Code, interlocal agreements with a public transportation authority, and/or other rules or requirements. 

 

Section 12. That Section 13.03.0503 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 13.03.0503 Oil/water Separators, Sand Traps. 
 

Any commercial facility ((which)) that discharges petroleum and/or settleable granular particles wastes shall install an oil/
water separator and/or sand trap as part of their sewer system, at the owner’s expense and liability. Installation may be 
required for other facilities by the director, ((the building and planning department)) Development Services Department, or 
the health officer. Such commercial facilities include, but are not limited to, car washes, automotive repair/maintenance 
facilities, and petroleum stations. Design and construction shall be in accordance with the Side Sewer Installation 
Handbook and City Design Standards, and located as to be readily accessible for maintenance and inspection. 
 
Cross reference(s)((&mdash)) Sewer construction regulations, SMC 13.03.0622. 
 

Section 13. That Section 17A.010.070 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17A.010.070 Delegation of Administration 
 

Except to the extent that state law requires municipal code enforcement personnel to be specifically qualified, every 
function, authority, and responsibility vested by this title in a particular officer is delegable. 
 

A. Responsibility for the administration, application, and interpretation of these procedures pursuant to this title is as is 
set forth below. 
1. The ((director of building services)) Director of Development Services or ((his/her)) their designee administers chapter 

17E.050 SMC, Title 17F SMC, chapter 17G.010 SMC, Title 17I SMC, and the development codes. 
2. The ((director of engineering services)) Director of Engineering Services or ((his/her)) their designee 

administers chapter 17D.020 SMC, chapter 17D.080 SMC, chapter 17E.010 SMC, chapter 17E.050 
SMC, chapter 17G.080 SMC, Title 17H SMC, and the development codes. 

3. The ((director of planning and economic development services)) Director of Planning Services or ((his/her)) their 
designee administers Title 17B SMC, Title 17C SMC, and chapter 17D.010 SMC, chapter 17D.080 
SMC, chapter 17E.020 SMC, chapter 17E.030 SMC, chapter 17E.040 SMC, chapter 17E.050 SMC, chapter 
17E.060 SMC, chapter 17E.070 SMC, chapter 17G.020 SMC, chapter 17G.030 SMC, chapter 17G.040 
SMC, chapter 17G.061 SMC, chapter 17G.070 SMC, and chapter 17G.080 SMC. 

4. The ((historic preservation officer)) Historic Preservation Officer or ((his/her)) their designee administers chapter 
17D.040 SMC and chapter 17E.050 SMC. 

5. The ((director of wastewater management)) Director of Wastewater Management administers chapter 17D.060 
SMC and chapter 17D.090 SMC. 

 

Section 14. That Section 17A.050.020 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17A.050.020 Procedure 
 

A. Application. 
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Any person may request in writing the ((planning director's)) Director of Planning Services’ interpretation of a code 
provision of Title 17 SMC when it pertains to a specific property or project by means of a request of administrative zoning 
determination. The ((director of building services)) Development Services, the ((planning and economic development 
services director)) Director of Planning Services, and the ((hearing examiner)) Hearing Examiner each have authority to 
interpret this title and may independently initiate an interpretation of any conflicting or unclear provisions of this title. 

 

B. Multiple Applications. 
If an application for an interpretation is associated with any land use application(s) subject to Title 17 SMC, then the 
application for the interpretation may be combined with the associated application(s) and is subject to the highest 
level of procedure that applies to any of the applications. 

 

C. Codification. 
To ensure that ((planning services director)) Director of Planning Services interpretations are applied consistently 
over time, the ((planning and economic development services director)) Director of Planning Services shall on an 
annual basis initiate an amendment to this code for the purpose of codifying the interpretations. This shall be done 
by amending interpreted code section constant with the interpretations in the administrative zoning determination. 

 

D. Appeals 
Any official interpretation of the provisions of Title 17 SMC may be appealed by any aggrieved party, pursuant to the 
appeal procedures set forth in SMC 17G.061.340. 

 

Section 15. That Section 17C.111.245 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17C.111.245 Fences 
 

A. Purpose. 
The fence standards promote the positive benefits of fences without negatively affecting the community or 
endangering public or vehicle safety. Fences can create a sense of privacy, protect children and pets, provide 
separation from busy streets, and enhance the appearance of property by providing attractive landscape materials. 
The negative effects of fences can include the creation of street walls that inhibit police and community surveillance, 
decrease the sense of community, hinder emergency access and the safe movement of pedestrians and vehicles, 
and create an unattractive appearance. 

 

B. Types of Fences. 
The standards apply to walls, fences, trellises, arbors, and screens of all types, whether open, solid, wood, metal, 
wire, masonry, or other material. 

 

C. Location. 
1. Front Lot Line 

Fences up to forty-two inches high are allowed in required front lot line setbacks. 
2. Sides and Rear Lot Line. 

Fences up to six feet high are allowed in required sides or rear lot line setbacks. Except in an instance where a 
rear lot line joins the front lot line of another lot, the fence must be either: 
a. forty-two inches high or less, or 
b. right isosceles triangle having sides of seven feet measured along the right-of-way line of a side yard and 

the front property line. 
3. Other. 

The height for fences that are not in required building setbacks is the same as the height limits of the zone for 
detached accessory structures in Table 17C.111.205-2. 

4. Alleys. 
Fences shall not obstruct the clear width required in SMC 17H.010.130(G). 

 

D. Reference to Other Standards. 
Building permits are required by the ((building services department)) Development Services Department for all 
fences including the replacement of existing fences. A permit is not required to repair an existing fence. 

 

E. Prohibited Fences. 
1. No person may erect or maintain a fence or barrier consisting of or containing barbed, concertina, or razor wire 

in the R1, R2, RMF, or RHD zones. In the RA zone, up to three strands of barbed wire are allowed for 
agricultural, farming, or animal uses. 

2. No person may construct or maintain a fence or barrier charged with electricity in the R1, R2, RMF, or RHD 
zones. In the RA zone, the use is permitted for the containment of livestock only. 

3. A fence, wall, or other structure shall not be placed within the public right-of-way without an approved covenant as 
provided in SMC 17G.010.160, and any such structure is subject to the height requirement for the adjoining setback. 

4. Fence Setbacks. 
a. Arterial Street. 

No fence may be closer than twelve feet to the curb of an arterial street. 



October 29,  2025  Official Gazette,  Spokane,  WA  1249  

 

b. Local Access Street. 
No fence may be closer than the back of the sidewalk on a local access street. If there is no sidewalk, the 
fence shall be setback seven feet behind the face of the curb of a local access street. 

 

F. Enclosures for Pools, Hot Tubs, and Impoundments of Water. 
1. To protect against potential drowning and near drowning by restricting access to pools, spas, and other 

impoundments of water, a person maintaining a swimming pool, hot tub, or other impoundment of water 
exceeding eighteen inches or more in depth and located on private property is required to construct and 
maintain an approved fence or other barrier as described in the currently adopted edition of the International 
Swimming Pool and Spa Code. 

2. When a fence is elected as the preferred barrier, the following applies: 
a. The required pool enclosure must be at least fifty-four inches high and may be a fence, wall, building, or 

other structure approved by the ((building services department)) Development Services Department. 
b. If the enclosure is a woven wire fence, it is required to be built to discourage climbing. 
c. No opening, except a door or gate, may exceed four inches in any dimension. 
d. Any door or gate in the pool enclosure, except when part of the occupied dwelling unit, must have self-

closing and self-locking equipment by which the door or gate is kept secure when not in use. A latch or lock 
release on the outside of the door or gate must be at least fifty-four inches above the ground. 

 
G. Visibility at Intersections. 

A fence, wall, hedge, or other improvement may not be erected or maintained at the corner of a lot so as to obstruct 
the view of travelers upon the streets. 

1. Subject to the authority of the traffic engineer to make adjustments and special requirements in particular cases, 
all fences, vegetation, and other features within the Clear View Triangle defined in SMC 17A.020.030 shall be 
maintained to keep a vertical clear view zone between three and eight feet from ground level 

 

Section 16. That Section 17C.120.310 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17C.120.310 Fences 
 

A. Purpose. 
The fence standards promote the positive benefits of fences without negatively impacting the community or 
endangering public or vehicle safety. Fences near streets are kept low in order to allow visibility into and out of the 
site and to ensure visibility for motorists. Fences in any required side or rear setback are limited in height so as ((to 
not)) not to conflict with the purpose for the setback. 

 
B. Types of Fences. 

The standards apply to walls, fences, and screens of all types, whether open, solid, wood, metal, wire, masonry, or 
other material. 

 

C. Location, Height, and Design. 
1. Street Setbacks. 

No fence or other structure is allowed within twelve feet from the back of the curb, consistent with the required 
sidewalk width of SMC 17C.120.230. 
a. Measured from Front Lot Line. 
b. Fences up to three and one-half feet high are allowed in a required street setback that is measured from a 

front lot line. 
c. Measured from a Side Lot Line. 

Fences up to six feet high are allowed in a required setback that is measured from a side lot line. 
2. Side and Rear Structure Setbacks. 

Fences up to six feet high are allowed in required side or rear setbacks except when the side or rear setback 
abuts a pedestrian connection. When the side or rear setback abuts a pedestrian connection, fences are limited 
to three and one-half feet in height. 

3. Not in Setbacks. 
The height for fences that are not in required setbacks is the same as the regular height limits of the zone. 

4. Sight-obscuring Fences and Walls. 
Sight-obscuring fences, walls, and other structures over three and one-half feet high, and within fifteen feet of a 
street lot line are subject to SMC 17C.120.570, Treating Blank Walls – Building Design. 

 

D. Prohibited Fences. 
1. No person may erect or maintain a fence or barrier consisting of or containing barbed, razor, concertina, or 

similar wire except that in a CB or GC zone up to three strands of barbed wire may be placed atop a lawful fence 
exceeding six feet in height above grade. 

2. No person may maintain a fence or barrier charged with electricity. 
3. A fence, wall, or other structure shall not be placed within a public right-of-way without an approved covenant as 

provided in SMC 17G.010.160, and any such structure is subject to the height requirement for the adjoining setback. 
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4. No fence may be closer than twelve feet to the curb. 
 
E. Visibility at Intersections. 

1. A fence, wall, hedge, or other improvement may not be erected or maintained at the corner of a lot so as to 
obstruct the view of travelers upon the streets. 

2. Subject to the authority of the traffic engineer to make adjustments and special requirements in particular cases, 
all fences, vegetation, and other features within the Clear View Triangle defined in SMC17A.020.030 shall be 
maintained to keep a vertical clear view zone between three and eight feet from ground level above the curb. 
 

F. Enclosures for Pools, Hot Tubs, or Ponds. 
1. A person maintaining a swimming pool, hot tub, pond, or other impoundment of water exceeding five thousand 

gallons and eighteen inches or more in depth and located on private property is required to construct and maintain 
an approved fence by which the pool or other water feature is enclosed and inaccessible to small children. 

2. The required pool enclosure must be at least fifty-four inches high and may be a fence, wall, building, or other 
structure approved by the ((building services department)) Development Services Department. 

3. If the ((enclose)) enclosure is a woven wire fence, it is required to be built to discourage climbing. 
4. No opening, except a door or gate, may exceed four inches in any dimension. 
5. Any Door or gate in the pool enclosure, except when part of the occupied dwelling unit, must have self-closing 

and self-locking equipment by which the door or gate is kept secure when not in use. A latch or lock release on 
the outside of the door or gate must be at least fifty-four inches above the ground. 

 
G. Reference to Other Standards. 

Building permits are required by the ((building services department)) Development Services Department for all 
fences including the replacement of existing fences. A permit is not required to repair an existing fence 

 
Section 17. That Section 17C.122.135 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 

 
Section 17C.122.135 Fences 
 
A. Purpose. 

The fence standards promote the positive benefits of fences without adversely impacting the community or 
endangering public or vehicle safety. Fences near streets are kept low in order to allow visibility into and out of the 
site and to ensure visibility for motorists. Fences in any required side or rear setback are limited in height so as ((to 
not)) not to conflict with the purpose for the setback. 

 
B. Type of Fences. 

The standards apply to walls, fences, and screens of all types, whether open, solid, wood, metal, wire, masonry, or 
other material. 

 
C. Location, Height, and Design. 

1. Street Setbacks. 
No fence or other structure is allowed within twelve feet from the back of the curb, consistent with the required 
sidewalk width of SMC 17C.130.230. 
a. Measured From Front Lot Line. 

Fences up to three and one-half feet high are allowed in a required street setback that is measured from a 
front lot line. 

b. Measured From a Side Lot Line. 
Fences up to six feet high are allowed in required setback that is measured from a side lot line. 

c. Fences shall not reduce the required setback width of SMC 17C.130.210. 
2. Side or Rear Structure Setbacks. 

Fences up to six feet high are allowed in required side or rear setbacks except when the side or rear setback 
abuts a pedestrian connection. When the side or rear setback abuts a pedestrian connection, fences are limited 
to three and one-half feet in height. 

3. Not In Setbacks. 
The height for fences that are not in required setbacks is the same as the regular height limits of the zone. 

4. Sight-obscuring Fences and Walls. 
Any required or nonrequired sight-obscuring fences, walls, and other structures over three and one-half feet 
high, and within fifteen feet of a street lot line shall either be placed on the interior side of a L2 see-through buffer 
landscaping area at least five feet in depth (See chapter 17C.200 SMC, Landscaping and Screening), or meet 
the treatment of blank walls intent outlined in SMC 17C.122.060 – Initial Design Standards and Guidelines for 
Center and Corridors. 
 

D. Prohibited Fences. 
1. No person may erect or maintain a fence or barrier consisting of or containing barbed, razor, concertina, or 

similar wire except that up to three strands of barbed wire may be placed atop a lawful fence exceeding six feet 
in height above grade. 
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2. No person may maintain a fence or barrier charged with electricity. 
3. A fence, wall, or other structure shall not be placed within a public right-of-way without an approved covenant as 

provided in SMC 17G.010.160, and any such structure is subject to the height requirement for the adjoining setback. 
4. No fence may be closer than twelve feet to the curb. 

 
E. Visibility at Intersections. 

 
F. A fence, wall, hedge, or other improvement may not be erected or maintained at the corner of a lot so as to obstruct 

the view of travelers upon the streets. 
1. Subject to the authority of the traffic engineer to make adjustments and special requirements in particular cases, 

all fences, vegetation, and other features within the Clear View Triangle defined in SMC17A.020.030 shall be 
maintained to keep a vertical clear view zone between three and eight feet from ground level 

2. Enclosures for Pools, Hot Tubs, or Ponds. 
3. A person maintaining a swimming pool, hot tub, pond, or other impoundment of water exceeding five thousand 

gallons and eighteen inches or more in ((a)) depth and located on private property is required to construct and 
maintain ((and)) an approved fence by which the pool or water feature is enclosed and inaccessible by small children. 

4. The required pool enclosure must be at least fifty-four inches high and may be a fence, wall, building, or other 
structure approved by the building services department. 

5. If the enclosure is a woven wire fence, it is required to be built to discourage climbing. 
6. No opening, except a door or gate, may exceed four inches in any dimension. 
7. Any door or gate in the pool enclosure, except when part of the occupied dwelling unit, must have self-closing 

and self-locking equipment by which the door or gate is kept secure when not in use. A latch or lock release on 
the outside of the door or gate must be fifty-four inches above the ground. 

8. Outside of the door or gate must be at least fifty-four inches above the ground. 
 

G. Reference to Other Standards. 
Building permits are required by the ((building services department)) Development Services Department for all 
fences including the replacement of existing fences. A permit is not required to repair and existing fence. 

 
Section 18. That Section 17C.130.310 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 

 
Section 17C.130.310 Fences 
 
A. Purpose 

The fence standards promote the positive benefits of fences without adversely impacting the community or 
endangering public or vehicle safety. Fences near streets are kept low in order to allow visibility into and out of the 
site and to ensure visibility for motorists. Fences in any required side or rear setback are limited in height so as ((to 
not)) not to conflict with the purpose for the setback. 

 
B. Type of Fences 

The standards apply to walls, fences, and screens of all types, whether open, solid, wood, metal, wire, masonry, or 
other material. 
 

C. Location, Height, and Design 
1. Street Setbacks. 

No fence or other structure is allowed within twelve feet from the back of the curb, consistent with the required 
sidewalk width of SMC 17C.130.230. 
a. Measured from Front Lot Line. 

Fences up to three and one-half feet high are allowed in a required street setback that is measured from a 
front lot line. 

b. Measured from a Side Lot Line. 
Fences up to six feet high are allowed in required setback that is measured from a side lot line. 

c. Fences shall not reduce the required setback width of SMC 17C.130.210. 
2. Side or Rear Structure Setbacks. 

Fences up to six feet high are allowed in required side or rear setbacks except when the side or rear setback 
abuts a pedestrian connection. When the side or rear setback abuts a pedestrian connection, fences are limited 
to three and one-half feet in height. 

3. Not in Setbacks. 
The height for fences that are not in required setbacks is the same as the regular height limits of the zone. 

4. Sight-obscuring Fences and Walls. 
Any required or non-required sight-obscuring fences, walls, and other structures over three and one-half feet 
high, and within fifteen feet of a street lot line shall be placed on the interior side of a L2 see-through buffer 
landscaping area at least five feet in depth (See chapter 17C.200 SMC, Landscaping and Screening). 

D. Prohibited Fences 
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1. No person may erect or maintain a fence or barrier consisting of or containing barbed, razor, concertina, or 
similar wire except that up to three strands of barbed wire may be placed atop a lawful fence exceeding six feet 
in height above grade. 

2. A fence, wall, or other structure shall not be placed within a public right-of-way without an approved covenant as 
provided in SMC 17G.010.160, and any such structure is subject to the height requirement for the adjoining setback. 

3. No fence may be closer than twelve feet to the curb. 
 
E. Electric Fences. 

The construction and use of electric fences shall be allowed in the Heavy Industrial (HI) and Light Industrial (LI) 
zones only as provided in this section, subject to the following standards: 
1. Permit. 

Prior to the installation or use of any electrified fence, the property owner or tenants of the property upon which 
such fencing will be installed or used shall submit a completed application for review of such fencing as a 
building permit review to receive approval for the fence and electrical permits for the project. The application 
shall include: 
a. Site plan showing the location of the protective barrier and the electrified fence on the property in relation to 

the property lines, walkways, existing buildings, and curb; 
b. Fence details showing both the electrified fence and protective barrier, including all gates; 
c. All supporting documentation from the electric fence manufacturer, equipment to be used, and certification 

of service from the monitoring provider. 
2. IEC Standard 60335-2-76. 

Unless otherwise specified herein, electric fences shall be constructed or installed in a conformance with the 
specifications set forth in International Electro technical Commission (IEC) Standard No. 60335-2-76. 

3. Electrification. 
a. The energizer for electric fences must be driven by a commercial storage battery or batteries not to exceed 

12 volts DC. The storage battery is charged primarily by a solar panel. However, the solar panel may be 
augmented by a commercial trickle charger. 

b. The electric charge produced by the fence upon contact shall not exceed energizer characteristics set forth 
in paragraph 22.108 and depicted in Figure 102 of IEC Standard No. 60335-2-76. 

4. Perimeter fence or wall. 
No electric fence shall be installed or used unless it is completely surrounded by a non-electrical fence or wall 
that is not less than six feet tall. 
a. There shall be a space of four (4) to twelve (12) inches between the electric fence and the perimeter fence 

or wall. 
b. Electric fences shall be subject to the screening requirements of SMC 17C.200.070 when installed adjacent to,  
c. Electric Fences are subject to Street Frontage requirements prescribed in 17C.200.040 when installed along 

street frontage that is adjacent to or across the street from a non-industrial zone. 
5. Location. 

a. Electric fences shall be permitted on any non-residential outdoor storage areas. 
b. Electric fences shall not be installed within one hundred fifty (150) feet of a property line for a residence, or 

from a school, or day care facility, unless the exterior perimeter non-electrified fence is covered with a solid 
covering (e.g. solid mesh, slats, etc.) to further prevent contact with the electric fence. 

c. Electric fences shall not be installed within five (5) feet of a sidewalk, trail, or other pedestrian connection 
unless the exterior perimeter non-electrified fence is covered with a solid covering. 

6. Height. 
Electric fences shall have a minimum height of 8 feet and a maximum of 10 feet. 

7. Warning signs. 
Electric fences shall be clearly identified with warning signs that read: “Warning-Electric Fence” and contain 
icons that are universally understood at intervals of not less than thirty feet. 

8. Electric fence burglar alarms shall be governed and permitted under Title 10 Regulation of Activities, Chapter 
10.48 False Alarms. 

9. Hours of activation. 
Electric fences must only be energized during hours when the public does not have legal access to the protected 
property, except when personnel is available on-site to deactivate the electric fence. 

10. Key Box. 
a. Electric fences shall have installed a key box system in accordance with the Spokane Fire Department standards. 
b. The electric fence controller and emergency key safe for the electric fence must be located in a single 

accessible location for the entire fence. 
11. Fire Department Registration. 

Prior to the installation or use of any electrified fence, the property owner or tenants of the property upon which 
such fencing will be installed or used shall submit a completed registration for such fencing to the Spokane Fire 
Department using forms provided by the Fire Chief. 

12. Indemnification. 
All applicants issued a permit to install or use an electric fence as provided in this chapter shall agree, as a 
condition of permit issuance, to defend, indemnify and hold harmless the City of Spokane and its agents, 
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officers, consultants, independent contractors and employees from any and all claims, actions or proceedings, 
including but not limited to those arising out of any personal injury, including death, or property damage caused 
by the electric fence. 

13. Emergency Access. 
In the event that access by the City of Spokane Fire Department and/or Police Department personnel to a 
property where a permitted electric fence has been installed and is operating, is required due to an emergency 
or urgent circumstances, and the Knox Box or other similar approved device referred to in this section is absent 
or non-functional, and an owner, manager, employee, custodian or any other person with control over the 
property is not present to disable the electric fence, the fire or police personnel shall be authorized to disable the 
electric fence in order to gain access to the property. As a condition of permit issuance, all applicants issued 
permits to install or use an electric fence as provided in this section shall agree in writing to waive any and all 
claims for damages to the electric fence against the City of Spokane and/or its personnel under such 
circumstances. 

14. It shall be unlawful for any person to install, maintain or operate an electric fence in violation of this section. 
 

F. Visibility at Intersections 
1. A fence, wall, hedge, or other improvement may not be erected or maintained at the corner of a lot so as to 

obstruct the view of travelers upon the streets. 
2. Subject to the authority of the traffic engineer to make adjustments and special requirements in particular cases, 

no fence exceeding a height of thirty-six inches above the curb may be inside the: 
a. right isosceles triangle having sides of fifty feet measured along the curb line of each intersecting residential 

street; or 
 

 
 

 
 

b. right triangle having a fifteen-foot side measured along the curb line of the residential street and a seventy-
five foot side along the curb line of the intersecting arterial street, except that when the arterial street has a 
speed limit of thirty-five miles per hour, the triangle has a side along such arterial of one hundred twenty-two 
feet; or 

c. right isosceles triangle having sides of seven feet measured along the right-of-way line of an alley and: 
i. the inside line of the sidewalk; or 
ii. if there is no sidewalk, a line seven feet inside the curb line. 



1254 Official Gazette,  Spokane,  WA  October 29,  2025  

 

 
 
G. Enclosures for Pools, Hot Tubs, or Ponds 

1. A person maintaining a swimming pool, hot tub, pond, or other impoundment of water exceeding five thousand 
gallons and eighteen inches or more in depth and located on private property is required to construct and maintain an 
approved fence by which the pool or other water feature is enclosed and inaccessible by small children. 

2. The required pool enclosure must be at least fifty-four inches high and may be a fence, wall, building or other 
structure approved by the building services department. 

3. If the enclosure is a woven wire fence, it is required to be built to discourage climbing. 
4. No opening, except a door or gate, may exceed four inches in any dimension. 
5. Any door or gate in the pool enclosure, except when part of the occupied dwelling unit, must have self-closing 

and self-locking equipment by which the door or gate is kept secure when not in use. A latch or lock release on 
the outside of the door or gate must be at least fifty-four inches above the ground. 

 
H. Reference to Other Standards 

Building permits are required by the ((building services department)) Development Services Department for all 
fences including the replacement of existing fences. A permit is not required to repair an existing fence. 

 
Section 19. That Section 17C.210.060 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 

 
Section 17C.210.060 Nonconforming Uses – Conversion 
 
A. A person may not change the use of a nonconforming use unless the change is to a conforming use, except as 

provided in this section. 
 

B. In the residential, O, OR, NR, and NMU zones, a nonconforming use may, by conditional use permit from the 
((hearing examiner)) Hearing Examiner, be changed to an equal or more compatible use so long as no new building, 
enlargement, or extensive alteration is involved. 
 

C. In the CC-2, Downtown, CB, or GC and less restrictive zones, a nonconforming use may be changed to any use 
permitted in the zone wherein the nonconforming use is first permitted, except there can be no conversion to a use 
confined to the HI zone. 
 

D. As an alternative to demolition and removal as required by this chapter, a building having a floor area, exclusive of 
any basement, in excess of one thousand five hundred feet and located in an R1 or R2 zone may be converted, by 
conditional use permit from the ((hearing examiner)) Hearing Examiner, to a multifamily residence complying with 
the RMF zone lot area requirements if the ((examiner)) Hearing Examiner finds the conversion will promote the 
purposes of this chapter and will not perpetuate any unduly detrimental condition. 
1. The work of conversion under this subsection must be commenced within one year and completed within two 

years or the ((director of building services)) Director of Development Services will cause demolition and removal. 
2. When the nonconforming building is of such construction as prevents its being moved or altered without major 

structural damage or substantial reduction of its usefulness, the ((hearing examiner)) Hearing Examiner may grant 
with the conditional use permit such lot area, building coverage, height or yard variances as necessary to allow 
conversion in a practical fashion and minimize the effect of the nonconforming use on the surrounding area. 
 
Section 20. That Section 17C.210.070 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 

 

Section 17C.210.070 Nonconforming Uses – Termination 
 

A. Upon expiration of the nonconforming rights of a nonconforming use (because of discontinuance or expiration of 
conditional use permit, under SMC 17C.210.030, or because of substantial destruction under SMC 17C.210.040) the 
owner is required to convert it to a conforming use, or completely remove it, along with all structures, fences and 
signs, and clear the site as specified by the required demolition permit and the building code. 
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B. Upon expiration of the nonconforming rights of a use of open land, the owner is required to remove all material and 
equipment employed in the nonconforming use. 

 
C. Removal of nonconforming uses must be commenced within one year and completed within two years after the 

((director of building services)) Director of Development Services gives written notice to the owner of the property to 
terminate the unlawful use. 

 

Section 21. That Section 17C.230.140 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17C.230.140 Development Standards 
 

A. Purpose. 
The parking area layout standards are intended to promote safe circulation within the parking area and provide for 
convenient entry and exit of vehicles. 

 

B. Applicability. 
The standards of this section apply to all vehicle areas, whether required or excess parking. 

 

C. Improvements. 
1. Paving. 

In order to control dust and mud, all vehicle areas must be surfaced with a minimum all-weather surface. Such 
surface shall be specified by the ((city engineer)) City Engineer. Alternatives to the specified all-weather surface 
may be provided, subject to approval by the ((city engineer)) City Engineer. The alternative must provide results 
equivalent to paving. All surfacing must provide for the following minimum standards of approval: 
a. Dust is controlled. 
b. Stormwater is treated to City standards; and 
c. Rock and other debris is not tracked off-site. 
The applicant shall be required to prove that the alternative surfacing provides results equivalent to paving. 

2. Striping. 
All parking areas, except for stacked parking, must be striped in conformance with the parking dimension 
standards of this section, except parking for Single-Unit Residential Buildings, Accessory Dwelling Units, or 
Middle Housing developments of no more than six units. 

3. Protective Curbs Around Landscaping. 
All perimeter and interior landscaped areas directly adjacent to parking aisles, parking spaces, or an abutting sidewalk 
must have continuous, cast in place, or extruded protective curbs along the edges. Curbs separating landscaped 
areas from parking areas may allow stormwater runoff to pass through them. Tire stops, bollards, or other protective 
barriers may be used at the front ends of parking spaces. Curbs may be perforated or have gaps or breaks. Trees 
must have adequate protection from car doors as well as car bumpers. This provision does not apply to Single-Unit 
Residential Buildings, Accessory Dwelling Units, or Middle Housing developments of no more than six units. 
 

D. Stormwater Management. 
Stormwater runoff from parking lots is regulated by the ((engineering services department)) Engineering 
Services Department. 

 

E. Parking Area Layout. 
1. Access to Parking Spaces. 

All parking areas, except stacked parking areas, must be designed so that a vehicle may enter or exit without 
having to move another vehicle. 

2. Parking Space and Aisle Dimensions. 
a. Parking spaces and aisles shall meet the minimum dimensions contained in Table 17C.230.140-1. 
b. In all zones, on dead end aisles, aisles shall extend five feet beyond the last stall to provide adequate turnaround. 

3. Parking for Disabled Persons. 
The ((city building services department)) Development Services Department regulates the following disabled 
person parking standards and access standards through the building code and the latest ANSI standards for 
accessible and usable buildings and facilities: 
a. Dimensions of disabled person parking spaces and access aisles. 
b. The minimum number of disabled person parking spaces required. 
c. Location of disabled person parking spaces and circulation routes. 
d. Curb cuts and ramps, including slope, width, and location; and 
e. Signage and pavement markings. 

4. A portion of a standard parking space may be landscaped instead of paved, as follows: 
a. The landscaped area may be up to two feet of the front of the space as measured from a line parallel to the 

direction of the bumper of a vehicle using the space, as shown in Figure 17C.230.140-1. Any vehicle 
overhang must be free from interference from sidewalks, landscaping, or other required elements. 
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b. Landscaping must be ground cover plants; and 
c. The landscaped area counts toward parking lot interior landscaping requirements and toward any overall site 

landscaping requirements. However, the landscaped area does not count toward perimeter landscaping 
requirements. 

5. Engineering Services Department Review. 
The ((engineering services department)) Engineering Services Department reviews the layout of parking areas 
for compliance with the curb cut and access restrictions of chapter 17H.010 SMC. 
 

 

 
 

F. Parking Area Setbacks and Landscaping. 
1. For parking areas on sites abutting residential zoning districts, parking spaces or maneuvering areas for parking 

spaces, other than driveways that are perpendicular to the street, are required to be setback a distance equal to 
the setback specified in SMC 17C.230.145(C)(1) of the adjacent residential zoning district for the first sixty feet 
from the zoning district boundary (Figure 17C.230.140-3). 

Table 17C.230.140-1      

Angle Width Curb Length 1-way 2-way Stall Depth 

0° (Parallel) 8 ft. 20 ft. 12 ft. 20 ft. 8 ft. 

30° 8 ft. 6 in. 17 ft. 12 ft. 20 ft. 15 ft. 

45° 8 ft. 6 in. 12 ft. 12 ft. 20 ft. 17 ft. 

60° 8 ft. 6 in. 9 ft. 9 in. 16 ft. 20 ft. 17 ft. 6 in. 

90° 8 ft. 6 in. 8 ft. 6 in. 20 ft. 20 ft. 16 ft. 

Notes: 
[1] See Figure 17C.230.140-2. 
[2] Dimensions of parking spaces for the 
disabled are regulated by the building code. 
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2. All landscaping must comply with the standards of chapter 17C.200 SMC, Landscaping and Screening. 
 

Section 22. That Section 17C.230.300 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 
Section 17C.230.300 Loading 
 
A. Purpose. 

A minimum number of off-street loading spaces are required to ensure adequate areas for loading for larger uses 
and developments. These standards ensure that the appearance of loading areas will be consistent with that of 
parking areas. 

 
B. Loading Standards. 

1. Number of Loading Spaces. 
The number of loading spaces required is determined by the following table. 

 

 
 

Building Uses Include Number of Loading Spaces Re-
quired for Amount of Each Use 

Less than fifty dwellings units 0 

Fifty or more dwelling units 1 

Less than twenty thousand square 
feet of non-residential use 

0 

Twenty thousand square feet to fifty                
thousand square feet of non-
residential floor area 

1 

More than fifty thousand square feet 
of non-residential floor area 

2 
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2. No loading spaces are required on a lot in the congested district((, as defined in SMC 16A.04.010,)) which does 
not abut an alley. 
 

C. Size of Loading Spaces. 
Required loading spaces must be at least twenty-five feet long, ten feet wide, and have a clearance of fourteen feet, unless 
the ((director of building services)) Director of Development Services waives the height requirement for good cause. 
 

D. Placement, Setbacks, and Landscaping. 
Loading areas must comply with the setback and perimeter landscaping standards stated in chapter 17C.200 SMC, 
Landscaping and Screening. When parking areas are prohibited or not allowed between a building and a street, 
loading areas are also prohibited or not allowed. 
 

E. Paving. 
In order to control dust and mud, all loading areas must be paved. 

 

Section 23. That Section 17C.300.140 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17C.300.140 ((ADU)) Accessory Dwelling Unit Expiration 
 

A. Transfer. 
In the case where a lot with an ((ADU)) accessory dwelling unit also has a Short-Term Rental under chapter 
17C.316 SMC, an ((ADU)) accessory dwelling unit  permit is not transferable to any other property or any other 
person except to the new owner of the subject property when the property will be owner occupied. 

 

B. Expiration. 
Approval of an ((ADU)) accessory dwelling unit expires when the: 
1. accessory dwelling unit is altered and is thus no longer in conformance with the plans approved by the ((building 

services department)) Development Services Department; or 
2. property ceases to maintain the required off-street parking spaces for the accessory and principal dwelling units; or 
3. in the case where a lot with an ((ADU)) accessory dwelling unit also has a Short-Term Rental under chapter 

17C.316 SMC, legal titleholder of the property ceases to own and reside in either the principal or the accessory 
dwelling unit. 

 

Section 24. That Section 17D.010.020 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17D.010.020 Concurrency Review 
 

A. Application. 
All development permit applications are subject to a concurrency review except those exempted in SMC 
17D.010.030. If a concurrency review is conducted for the preliminary plat application, no concurrency review shall 
be required for the final plat application. 

 

B. Procedures. 
The concurrency review will be performed in the processing of the development permit and conducted by the 
appropriate facility and service providers. 
1. The ((planning and economic development services department)) Planning and Economic Development 

Services Department shall provide the overall coordination of the concurrency review by notifying the facility and 
service providers of all applications (not including applications for building permits which shall be processed and 
coordinated by the ((building services department)) Development Services Department in a manner consistent 
with this chapter) requiring a concurrency review as set forth in subsection (A) of this section; notifying the facility 
and service providers of all exempted applications which use capacity as set forth in SMC 17G.061.120(B)(3); 
notifying the applicant of the review results; notifying the facility and service providers of the final outcome 
(approval or denial) of the development permit; and notifying the facility and service providers of any expired 
development permits or discontinued certificates of capacity. Failure by the notified facility and service provider 
to respond shall be construed as a finding that concurrency is met. 

2. All facility and service providers shall be responsible for maintaining and monitoring their available and 
planned capacity. 

3. On an annual basis, the Integrated Capital Management Department should coordinate with facility and service 
providers to identify projects that may be needed in order to accommodate future development and should 
incorporate such projects in the annual update of the City’s Capital Improvement Program. 
 

C. Review. 
Development applications that would result in a reduction of a level of service below the minimum level of service 
standard cannot be approved. For public water, public wastewater (sewer and stormwater), solid waste disposal, 
and recycling, only available capacity will be used in the concurrency review. For transportation, police protection, 
fire protection, schools, parks and recreation, and libraries, available and planned capacity will be used in conducting 
the concurrency review. 
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1. If the capacity of concurrency facilities, either existing or as planned, is equal to or greater than the capacity 
required by the development permit ((to)), the concurrency review is satisfied. 

2. If the concurrency review is not passed, the applicant may accept a ninety-day reservation of concurrency 
facilities that exist and: 
a. modify the application to reduce the need for concurrency facilities that do not exist; 
b. demonstrate to the service provider’s satisfaction that the development will have a lower need for capacity 

than usual and, therefore, capacity is adequate; 
c. arrange with the service provider for the provision of the additional capacity of concurrency facilities 

required; or 
d. appeal the results of the concurrency review to the ((hearing examiner)) Hearing Examiner in accordance 

with the provisions of SMC 17D.010.050. The ninety-day reservation period is tolled from the date an appeal 
is filed until the date the ((hearing examiner)) Hearing Examiner signs his written opinion. 

 

D. Concurrency Inquiry 
An inquiry may be made as to whether or not capacity exists within concurrency facilities without an accompanying 
request for a development permit. 
1. Fee. 

As set forth in SMC 8.02.0696, a fee may be charged for such concurrency review. Any available capacity 
cannot be reserved. 

2. Capacity Letter. 
Upon request, the Director of Engineering Services may issue a letter indicating whether capacity is available. 
Unless reserved through some other process or through a Development Agreement, such letter shall not be 
legally binding. 

 

Section 25. That Section 17D.060.070 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17D.060.070 Enforcement Authority – Implementation 
 

A. In accord with SMC 17A.010.070(A)(5), the term “director” in this chapter means the ((director of wastewater 
management)) Director of Wastewater Management. The ((director of wastewater management)) Director of 
Wastewater Management has overall enforcement authority for this chapter, including the authority to issue notices 
of infraction for violations related to this chapter, and may delegate authority to issue infractions to Wastewater 
Management staff or functions to other departments as desired. Actions of other officials listed in this chapter is 
subject to the overall approval of the ((director of wastewater management)) Director of Wastewater Management. 
 

B. The ((engineering services department)) Engineering Services Department may enforce stormwater design 
standards and other applicable specifications relating to the design and installation of onsite stormwater facilities for 
commercial developments. Issuance of any permit or approval for commercial developments is conditioned upon 
acceptable documentation by a civil engineer licensed by the State of Washington of the following statements under 
penalty of perjury on such forms as may be supplied by the department: 
1. That the engineer is familiar with all current City of Spokane onsite stormwater facility requirements. 
2. That the engineer has personally inspected the stormwater facility site and that it fulfills the requirements 

applicable to the pending development; and 
3. That the development meets or exceeds all applicable municipal requirements relating to onsite stormwater 

facilities and applicable stormwater and drainage control, as designed, installed, and functioning. 
4. In lieu of such certification, the director may require an inspection for stormwater by municipal staff, services 

billed at an hourly rate of fifty dollars per hour, with a minimum charge of one hundred dollars, anticipating two 
inspections will be needed. 

 

C. The ((building services department)) Development Services Department may enforce stormwater design standards 
and other applicable specifications for residential development. In addition to other applicable fees, a building permit 
applicant for residential development must pay full costs of services. It is anticipated that at least two inspections will 
be needed. 
 

D. The ((wastewater management department)) Wastewater Management Department enforces maintenance 
requirements for onsite stormwater facilities after installation and determines any questions relating to proper 
functional level and efficiency of said facilities. Said department develops a record of onsite stormwater facilities 
locations and takes any enforcement action needed to keep them fully and efficiently functioning. Said department 
reviews plans or design specifications on file or otherwise accessible to determine the nature and extent of onsite 
stormwater facility requirements applicable to any specific premises, and may conduct further inquiry and/or site 
inspections as deemed necessary to enforce said requirements and this chapter. 
 

E. In evaluating decisions under the chapter, the enforcing official may elect to submit any information available to an 
outside consultant or civil engineer licensed to practice in the State of Washington selected by the City for review at 
the City’s expense. An applicant may likewise have such opinion further reviewed by an independent civil engineer 
licensed to practice in the State of Washington selected by applicant at the applicant’s expense. All final decisions 
shall be at the enforcing official’s sole discretion. 
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Section 26. That Section 17D.060.140 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17D.060.140 Runoff and Infiltration Controls 
 
A. Runoff and infiltration controls apply in all areas of the City except where exempt or modified. 

 

B. Unless otherwise specified, street and alley paving projects funded by local improvement districts are exempt from 
the provisions of SMC 17D.060.130 and SMC 17D.060.140. 
 

C. Drainage plans shall be prepared and submitted for review and acceptance for all proposed plats and land disturbing 
activities prior to issuance of any permits for site disturbance, including but not limited to grading permits and 
building permits. The Director of Wastewater Management has the authority to waive requirements to the necessity 
for a drainage plan, but must do so in writing. Factors considered in the evaluation of a waiver request include, but 
are not limited to: 
1. soil characteristics and depth, 
2. number of lots, 
3. infill development, 
4. percent impervious area, 
5. pass-through drainage, 
6. history and trends of runoff-related problems, 
7. depth to ground water. 

 

D. With respect to drainage plans required under subsection (C) of this section: 
1. the volume and rate of surface water runoff after new development shall be no greater than the runoff volume 

and rate leaving the site prior to development, unless the Director of Engineering Services approves the 
discharge of additional runoff based on a comprehensive drainage plan and down gradient impact study; 

2. drainage plans for development proposals in SDDs shall not rely upon infiltration to accommodate the additional runoff 
resulting from the proposed development. However, approval to use infiltration in part or in whole may be granted by 
the Director of Engineering Services upon a showing, after assessing new, existing, and cumulative impacts from prior 
developments, that no adverse impact to the side, adjacent, or down gradient properties would occur; 

3. drainage plans submitted for development proposals shall comply with the Spokane Regional Stormwater 
Manual and the City of Spokane Design Standards, as approved by and on file with the Director of Engineering 
Services, for the design of onsite stormwater facilities, including any limitations applicable to any specific SDD; 

4. drainage plans shall include identification of all properties to be reserved for onsite stormwater facilities and the 
location of all natural drainage systems. 

 
E. The developer, property owner, or other responsible, authorized and designated entity acceptable to the Director of 

Wastewater Management (e.g., a homeowners association) shall be responsible for accepting and maintaining 
onsite stormwater facilities. The developer shall provide a perpetual maintenance plan, including funding 
mechanisms and appropriate financial security for such onsite stormwater facilities acceptable to the Director of 
Wastewater Management. 
1. Any private stormwater facilities that receive post-construction stormwater runoff from new development or 

redevelopment projects which (a) were approved in 2011 or later, and (b) whose disturbance was one acre or 
more, or projects that were less than one acre and are part of a larger common plan of development or sale, shall 
be inspected annually by a qualified stormwater professional. Private property owners, or other responsible person, 
authorized and designated entity shall provide annual certification by a qualified third party that adequate 
maintenance has been performed and the facilities are operating as designed to protect water quality. 
 

F. New plats shall expressly identify tracts of land devoted to the conveyance and/or disposal of stormwater flows. The 
location of all on-site stormwater facilities shall meet the requirements of the Spokane Regional Stormwater Manual. 
 

G. Violations of this section shall be enforced as any other violation of this chapter.  
 

Section 27. That Section 17D.060.220 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17D.060.220 Penalties – Further Remedies 
 

A. Violations of this chapter are a violation of municipal stormwater facility standards and subject to penalties as 
provided in SMC ((1.05.160)) 01.05.151. Each day of a continuing violation is a new and separate violation. 
 

B. Whenever a nuisance is abated by the City under this chapter, the director shall keep an accurate account of all 
expenses incurred, any accrued penalties, plus one hundred percent of the contractor’s costs or other City costs for 
each nuisance abated. 
 

C. When a property meets the conditions for costs or penalties as described in this section, the director may seek 
recovery of all charges in any manner authorized by law. Remedies herein are in addition to and not in alternative of 
any other available remedies. 
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Section 28. That Section 17D.080.100 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17D.080.100 Payment of Fees 
 
A. All developers who choose to pay an impact fee pursuant to this chapter make such payment at the time that the 

applicable development permit is issued. When a fee has been agreed to at the time of the preliminary plat approval 
(or other approval not requiring the immediate issuance of a building permit), the developer must agree that the 
impact fee will be adjusted at the time the development permit is issued in accordance with the appropriate 
construction price index. 
 

B. The impact fee, initially calculated after application for a development permit, is recalculated at the time of payment if 
the development is modified or conditioned in such a way so as to alter the direct impact upon the public facilities. 
 

C. A developer may obtain a preliminary determination of the impact fee before receiving approval for development by 
paying a processing fee, providing the department with the information needed to process the preliminary 
determination and attending a predevelopment conference or by consultation with the ((building services 
department)) Development Services Department. 

 

Section 29. That Section 17D.090.040 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17D.090.040 Applicability 
 

A. This chapter applies to all ground-disturbing activities whether or not a permit is required, unless such activities are 
otherwise exempted herein. As a condition of issuance of any permits involving activities or matters regulated by this 
chapter, compliance with the provisions of this chapter, including the referenced regulation manuals in SMC 
17D.090.030 is required. All ground-disturbing activities that do not require a permit are also subject to this chapter, 
including referenced regulation manuals. Although a ground-disturbing activity may not require a permit from the City 
of Spokane, a permit may be required from state and/or federal agencies. 
 

B. Wherever the requirements of this chapter apply to any other separate municipal permit authority, they are 
incorporated therein, as additional permit conditions. Such permit authority includes but is not limited to, building or 
other permits issued by the ((building services department)) Development Services Department, permits issued by 
the ((planning and economic development services department)) Planning and Economic Development Services 
Department, and permits issued by the ((engineering services department)) Engineering Services Department. 
 

C. Whenever conduct regulated by this chapter falls outside a specific municipal regulatory program, it is a violation of 
this chapter otherwise to engage in any conduct or refrain from acting in accord with the applicable requirements of 
this chapter. 
 

D. No ground-disturbing activities shall occur on any property until all final grading, erosion sediment control and 
bonding requirements have been accepted by the director in ((accord)) accordance with this chapter. As used herein 
unless otherwise specified, “director” means the ((director of wastewater management)) Director of Wastewater 
Management. Said director may delegate functions as desired, subject to said official’s overall authority as provided 
in SMC 17A.010.070(A)(5). 

 

[Cross reference:  SMC 17A.010.070, SMC 17D.090.190; Examples of affected permits: ((SMC 17F.040.070 and)) 
SMC 17F.040.080] 
 

Section 30. That Section 17D.090.350 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17D.090.350 Penalties – Further Remedies 
 

A. Violations of this chapter are a violation of municipal erosion and sediment control standards and subject to penalties 
as provided in SMC ((1.05.160)) 01.05.151. Each day of a continuing violation is a new and separate violation. 

 

B. Whenever a nuisance is abated by the City under this chapter, the director shall keep an accurate account of all 
expenses incurred, any accrued penalties, plus one hundred percent of contractor’s costs or other City costs for 
each nuisance abated. 

 

C. When a property meets the conditions for costs or penalties as described in this section, the director may seek 
recovery of all charges in any manner authorized by law. Remedies herein are in addition to and not in 
alternative of any other available remedies. 

 

Section 31. That Section 17F.010.080 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17F.010.080 Promulgation of Decision 
 

A. Upon Hearing Under the existing Building and Conservation Code. 
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1. Copies of the findings and order of the ((building official)) Building Official are posted and served as provided 
in SMC 17F.010.050(A)(1)(a) and (b), upon all persons having a record interest in the property who have not 
disclaimed all interest. If, within the time allowed, no appeal is filed, a copy of the ((building official’s)) Building 
Official’s order is filed in the manner of a lis pendens in the office of the Spokane County ((auditor)) Auditor. 

2. Copies of the findings and order of the ((hearing examiner)) Hearing Examiner are promulgated as provided in 
subsection (A)(1) of this section. If the order does not require action from which a lien in favor of the City may 
result, the ((building official)) Building Official files a cancellation of notice of lis pendens represented by this 
complaint under SMC 17F.010.050(A)(1)(c). 

 

B. Without Hearing. 
Unless otherwise provided by law, and subject to such rules as may be adopted, it is sufficient that the decision on 
an application under this chapter that does not involve a hearing be filed in the records of the agency and be 
summarized in writing to the applicant. 
1. Building Permits. 

Building permits (including such related permits as are described in SMC 17G.010.140) are issued based on the 
written application and accompanying plans, if any. When the ((department of building services)) Development 
Services Department requires modification of an application, it may either require the applicant to resubmit the 
application or indelibly mark the modification on the application. The work for which a permit is issued is identified 
by a mark of approval on the application documents, one set of which is retained in the department, and the other 
set of which is given to the applicant and kept at the site of the work until final inspection and approval. 

2. Projecting Structures. 
The projection into a public way is shown on the building permit application and plans. When the projection 
exceeds limits prescribed in Chapter 32 of the International Building Code, or the owner so requests, or the 
((building official)) Building Official so elects, the projection is authorized by the ((city council)) City Council in the 
form of an easement which is filed of record in the ((county auditor’s)) Spokane County Auditor’s office. 

3. Sidewalk Openings. 
A permit to install a sidewalk opening is based upon the written application and accompanying plans. When the 
((engineering services department)) Engineering Services Department requires modification of an application, it 
may either require the applicant to resubmit the application or indelibly mark the modification on the application. 
The details of the installation are evidenced by a mark of approval on the application documents, the original of 
which is kept on file in the ((engineering services department)) Engineering Services Department, and a copy of 
which is kept by the applicant at the work site. 

4. Fences, Hedges, etc. 
The agreement whereby the property owner covenants to remove the encroachment from and restore the right-
of-way is filed of record in the ((county auditor’s)) Spokane County Auditor’s office. 

5. Blaster’s License. 
The contractor’s bond and liability insurance certificate are filed in the ((engineering services department)) 
Engineering Services Department, and a copy of the license is furnished to the fire official. 

6. Boiler Operator’s License. 
((Engineer’s)) Engineers’, boiler ((operator’s)) operators’, and ((fireman’s)) firemen’s licenses are conspicuously 
displayed in the room where the boiler or steam plant to which the license applies is located. 

7. Blasting Permit. 
A copy of the blasting permit is furnished to the fire official and to such other departments as the ((city engineer)) 
City Engineer deems appropriate in the particular case. 

8. Building Moving Permit. 
Notice that the permit is to be issued as applied for is given by the ((department of building services)) 
Development Services Department to the ((engineering services department)) Engineering Services Department, 
((– traffic division,)) ((police department)) Spokane Police Department and the ((utilities)) Public Works Division 
which have received a copy of the application. The original of the permit is given to the applicant, and a copy is 
retained ((in)) by the ((department of building services)) Development Services Department. Bond and insurance 
documents, if any, are filed with the ((department of building services)) Development Services Department. 

9. Environmental Policy Act. 
The proponent of a proposal to which the City has taken action may publish notice of the action by publication on 
the same day of the week for two consecutive weeks in a legal newspaper of general circulation, by filing notice 
with the ((state department of ecology)) Washington State Department of Ecology at its main office, and by 
mailing through regular first-class mail a notice to the record owners of each parcel adjoining the site or by 
posting notice conspicuously on the site. 

 

Section 32. That Section 17F.030.020 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17F.030.020 Definitions 
 

((A. Accident” shall mean a failure of the boiler or unfired pressure vessel resulting in personal injury or property loss or 
an event which renders a boiler or unfired pressure vessel unsafe to return to operation. 

 

B. “Approved” means approved by the boiler inspector. (SMC 17F.030.150). 
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C. "ASME Code” is the boiler and pressure vessel code of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers with the 
amendments thereto made and approved by the council of the society which have been adopted. 

 
D. "Automatic operation of a boiler" means full automatic control of all water, fuel, temperature and pressure within the 

limits set. Controls must be such that the operation follows the demand without interruption. Manual reset may be 
required when the burner is off because of low water, flame failure, power failure, high temperatures or pressures. 

 
E. "Board" refers to the board of examiners provided in SMC 4.06.110. 
 
F. "Boiler" means a closed vessel used for heating water or other liquid or for generating steam or vapor by direct 

application of heat from combustible fuels or electricity. 
 
G. "Boiler code" is the Spokane boiler and pressure vessel code, chapter 17F.030 SMC. 
 
H. “BTU" means BTU input firing rate or the BTU input in British thermal units. 
 
I. "City boiler inspector" means a boiler and pressure vessel inspector employed by the City of Spokane. 
 
J. “Certificate of competency" is a certificate issued by the state board of boiler rules to a person who has passed an 

examination prescribed by the board, or issued by another state having the same qualification and examination 
standards as the Washington state board of boiler rules. 

 
K. "Commission" means a commission, issued by the National Board of Boiler and Pressure Vessel Inspectors issued 

to a person holding a valid certificate of competency, which authorizes the person to perform inspections of boilers 
and/or unfired pressure vessels. 

 
L. "Condemned boiler or unfired pressure vessel" means a boiler or unfired pressure vessel that has been inspected 

and declared unsafe or disqualified by legal requirements by an inspector who has applied a stamping or marking 
designating its condemnation. 

 
M. “Corrosion” shall mean the destruction or deterioration of a material that results from a reaction with its environment. 
 
N. “Department" means the City of Spokane development services center. 
 
O. "Domestic and/or residential purposes" means serving a private residence or an apartment house of less than six 

families. 
 
P. "External inspection" is an inspection made while a boiler or vessel is in operation and includes the inspection and 

demonstration of controls and safety devices required by this chapter. 
 
Q. “Historical boilers and unfired pressure vessel” shall mean nonstandard boilers and pressure vessels including 

steam tractors, traction engines, hobby steam boilers, portable steam boilers, and other such boilers or pressure 
vessels that are preserved, restored, and maintained only for demonstration, viewing, or educational purposes. They 
do not include miniature hobby boilers as described in RCW 70.79.070. 

 
R. “Indirect water heater” shall mean a closed vessel appliance used to heat water for use external to itself, which 

includes a heat exchanger used to transfer heat to water from an external source. The requirements and limits 
described above shall apply. 

 
S. "Internal inspection" is an inspection made when the boiler or unfired pressure vessel is shut down and the hand 

holes, manholes or other inspection openings are open or removed for examination of the interior. An external 
ultrasonic examination of unfired pressure vessels thirty-six inches inside diameter and under constitutes an internal 
inspection. 

 
T. "Low-pressure boiler" is a steam or vapor boiler operating at a pressure not exceeding fifteen psig or a boiler in 

which water or other fluid is heated and intended for operation at pressures not exceeding one hundred sixty psig or 
temperatures not exceeding two hundred fifty degrees Fahrenheit by the application of energy from the combustion 
of fuels or from electricity, solar or nuclear energy including lined portable heaters. 

 
U. "Nationwide engineering standard" means a nationally accepted design method, formulae and practice acceptable to 

the board. 
 
V. "NBIC" means the National Board Inspection Code of the National Board of Boiler and Pressure Vessel Inspectors 

with addenda and revisions thereto made and approved by the national board and adopted by the board of boiler 
examiners for the City. 
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W. "Nonstandard boiler or unfired pressure vessel" means a boiler or unfired pressure vessel that does not bear the 
markings of the codes adopted in SMC 17F.030.010 and WAC 296-104-200. 

 
X. “Pool heaters” shall mean a gas, oil, or electric appliance that is used to heat water contained in swimming pools, 

spas, and hot tubs. 
1. Pool heaters with energy input equivalent to 399,999 Btu/hr (117.2kw) or less shall be manufactured and 

certified to ANSI Z21.56, UL1261, CSA 4.7 or equivalent manufacturing standards, as approved by the City 
inspector, and are excluded from the limit and control devices requirements of WAC 296-104-300 through 294-
104-303. 

2. Pool heaters with energy input of four hundred thousand Btu/hr and above shall be stamped with an ASME 
Section IV Code symbol, and the requirements of WAC 296-104-300 through 296-104-303 shall apply. 

3. Pool heaters open to the atmosphere are excluded. 
 
Y. "Owner/user" means a person, firm or corporation owning or operating any boiler or unfired pressure vessel within 

the city. 
 
Z. "Place of public assembly" or "assembly hall" means a building or portion of a building used for the gathering 

together of fifty or more persons for such purposes as deliberation, education, instruction, worship, entertainment, 
amusement, drinking or dining, or awaiting transportation. The term also includes child care centers (those agencies 
which operate for the care of thirteen or more children), public and private hospitals and nursing and boarding 
homes. 

 
AA. "Power boiler" ("high-pressure boiler") is a boiler in which steam or other vapor is generated at a pressure of more 

than fifteen psig for use external to itself or a boiler in which water or other fluid is heated and intended for operation 
at pressures in excess of one hundred sixty psig and/or temperatures in excess of two hundred fifty degrees 
Fahrenheit by the direct application of energy from the combustion of fuels or from electricity, solar, or nuclear 
energy. 

 
BB. "Reinstalled boiler or pressure vessel" means a boiler or unfired pressure vessel removed from its original setting 

and reset at the same location or at a new location without a change of ownership. 
 
CC. "Rental boiler" means any power or low-pressure heating boiler that is under a rental contract between owner and user. 
 
DD. "Second-hand boiler or unfired pressure vessel" means a boiler or unfired pressure vessel of which both the location 

and ownership have changed after its primary installation. 
 
EE. "Small high-pressure boiler" means a boiler with an operating pressure exceeding fifteen psig steam, but not 

exceeding one hundred fifty psig and having less than eight hundred thousand BTU input. 
 
FF. “Special design” means a design using nationally or intentionally recognized engineering standards other than the 

codes adopted in SMC 17F.030.010 and WAC 296-104-200. 
 
GG. "Special inspector" is an inspector holding a state of Washington commission identified under RCW 70.79.130. 
 
HH. "Standard boiler or unfired pressure vessel" means a boiler or unfired pressure vessel which bears the markings of 

the codes adopted in SMC 17F.030.010. 
 
II. "Unfired pressure vessel" is a closed vessel such as air tanks, chiller receivers, hot water storage tanks, expansion 

tanks, steam cookers, etc under pressure excluding: 
1. Fired process tubular heaters; 
2. Pressure containers which are integral parts of components of rotating or reciprocating mechanical devices where 

the primary design considerations and/or stresses are derived from the functional requirements of the device; 
3. Piping whose primary function is to transport fluids from one location to another; 
4. Those vessels defined as low-pressure heating boilers or power boilers. 

 
JJ. "Unfired steam boiler" means a pressure vessel in which steam is generated by an indirect application of heat, not 

including pressure vessels known as evaporators, heat exchangers or vessels in which steam is generated by the 
use of heat resulting from the operation of a processing system containing a number of pressure vessels, such as 
used in the manufacture of chemical and petroleum products, which will be classed as unfired pressure vessels. 

 
KK. "Water heater" means a closed vessel used for heating water by direct application of heat from combustible fuels or 

electricity with a nominal water-containing capacity of one hundred twenty gallons or less, having a heat input not 
exceeding two hundred thousand BTU per hour and operating temperature not exceeding two hundred ten 
degrees Fahrenheit.)) 
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Term Definition 

Accident means a failure of the boiler or unfired pressure vessel resulting in personal 
injury or property loss, or an event which renders a boiler or       unfired 
pressure vessel unsafe to return to operation. 

Approved means approved by the boiler inspector. (SMC 17F.030.150). 

ASME Code is the boiler and pressure vessel code of the American Society of       Me-
chanical Engineers, with the amendments thereto made and approved by 
the council of the society, which have been adopted. 

Automatic operation of a boiler means full automatic control of all water, fuel, temperature and pressure 
within the limits set. Controls must be such that the operation follows the 
demand without interruption. Manual reset may be required when the burn-
er is off because of low water, flame failure, power failure, high tempera-
tures or pressures. 

Boiler means a closed vessel used for heating water or other liquid or for           
generating steam or vapor by direct application of heat from                 com-
bustible fuels or electricity. 

Boiler Code Spokane Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code, chapter 17F.030 SMC. 

BTU means BTU input firing rate or the BTU input in British thermal units. 

City boiler inspector means a boiler and pressure vessel inspector employed by the City of Spo-
kane. 

Certificate of competency is a certificate issued by the Washington State Board of Boiler Rules to a 
person who has passed an examination prescribed by the board, or issued 
by another state having the same qualification and examination standards 
as the Washington State Board of Boiler Rules. 

Commission means a commission, issued by the National Board of Boiler and Pressure 
Vessel Inspectors issued to a person holding a valid certificate of compe-
tency, which authorizes the person to perform inspections of boilers and/or 
unfired pressure vessels. 

Condemned boiler or unfired                       
pressure vessel 

means a boiler or unfired pressure vessel that has been inspected and de-
clared unsafe or disqualified by legal requirements by an inspector who has 
applied a stamping or marking designating its condemnation. 

Corrosion means the destruction or deterioration of a material that results from a reac-
tion with its environment. 

Department means the City of Spokane Development Services Department 

Domestic and/or residential purposes means serving a private residence or an apartment house of less than six 
families. 

External inspection is an inspection made while a boiler or vessel is in operation and includes 
the inspection and demonstration of controls and safety devices required by 
this chapter. 

Historical boilers and unfired pressure 
vessel 

means nonstandard boilers and pressure vessels, including steam tractors, 
traction engines, hobby steam boilers, portable steam boilers, and other 
such boilers or pressure vessels that are preserved, restored, and main-
tained only for demonstration, viewing, or educational purposes. They do 
not include miniature hobby boilers as described in RCW 70.79.070. 

Indirect water heater means a closed vessel appliance used to heat water for use external to 
itself, which includes a heat exchanger used to transfer heat to water from 
an external source. The requirements and limits described above shall ap-
ply. 

Internal inspection is an inspection made when the boiler or unfired pressure vessel is shut 
down, and the hand holes, manholes, or other inspection openings are 
open or removed for examination of the interior. An external ultrasonic ex-
amination of unfired pressure vessels thirty-six inches inside diameter and 
under constitutes an internal inspection. 

http://my.spokanecity.org/smc/?Section=17F.030.150
http://my.spokanecity.org/smc/?Chapter=17F.030
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Low-pressure boiler is a steam or vapor boiler operating at a pressure not exceeding fifteen psig 
or a boiler in which water or other fluid is heated and intended for operation 
at pressures not exceeding one hundred sixty psig or temperatures not     
exceeding two hundred fifty degrees Fahrenheit by the application of energy 
from the combustion of fuels or from electricity, solar or nuclear energy     
including lined portable heaters. 

Nationwide engineering standard means a nationally accepted design method, formulae and practice            
acceptable to the board. 

NBIC means the National Board Inspection Code of the National Board of                     
Boiler and Pressure Vessel Inspectors, with addenda and revisions thereto 
made and approved by the national board and adopted by the City. 

Nonstandard boiler or unfired              
pressure vessel 

means a boiler or unfired pressure vessel that does not bear the markings of 
the codes adopted in SMC 17F.030.010 and WAC 296-104-200. 

Pool Heaters means a gas, oil, or electric appliance that is used to heat water contained in 
swimming pools, spas, and hot tubs. 
 

• Pool heaters with energy input equivalent to 399,999 Btu/hr (117.2kw) or 
less shall be manufactured and certified to ANSI Z21.56, UL1261, CSA 4.7 or 
equivalent manufacturing standards, as approved by the City inspector, and 
are excluded from the limit and control devices requirements of                
WAC 296-104-300 through 294-104-303. 

 

• Pool heaters with energy input of four hundred thousand Btu/hr and 
above shall be stamped with an ASME Section IV Code symbol, and the    
requirements of WAC 296-104-300 through 296-104-303 shall apply. 
 

• Pool heaters open to the atmosphere are excluded. 

Owner/user means a person, firm, or corporation owning or operating any boiler or      
unfired pressure vessel within the city of Spokane. 

Place of public assembly/assembly 
hall 

means a building or portion of a building used for the gathering together of 
fifty or more persons for such purposes as deliberation, education,            
instruction, worship, entertainment, amusement, drinking or dining, or     
awaiting transportation. The term also includes child care centers (those 
agencies that operate for the care of thirteen or more children), public and 
private hospitals, and nursing and boarding homes. 

Power boiler ("high-pressure boiler") is a boiler in which steam or other vapor is generated at a pressure of more 
than fifteen psig for use external to itself or a boiler in which water or other 
fluid is heated and intended for operation at pressures in excess of one     
hundred sixty psig and/or temperatures in excess of two hundred fifty        
degrees Fahrenheit by the direct application of energy from the combustion 
of fuels or from electricity, solar, or nuclear energy. 

Reinstalled boiler or pressure vessel means a boiler or unfired pressure vessel removed from its original setting 
and reset at the same location or at a new location without a change of    
ownership. 

Rental boiler means any power or low-pressure heating boiler that is under a rental       
contract between owner and user. 

Second-hand boiler or unfired pres-
sure vessel 

means a boiler or unfired pressure vessel of which both the location and 
ownership have changed after its primary installation. 

Small high-pressure boiler means a boiler with an operating pressure exceeding fifteen psig steam, but 
not exceeding one hundred fifty psig and having less than eight hundred 
thousand BTU input. 

Special design means a design using nationally or intentionally recognized engineering 
standards other than the codes adopted in SMC 17F.030.010 and             
WAC 296-104-200 

Special inspector is an inspector holding a state of Washington commission identified under 
RCW 70.79.130. 

Standard boiler or unfired             
pressure vessel 

means a boiler or unfired pressure vessel which bears the markings of the 
codes adopted in SMC 17F.030.010. 

http://my.spokanecity.org/smc/?Section=17F.030.010
http://my.spokanecity.org/smc/?Section=17F.030.010
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Section 33. That Section 17F.030.040 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 
Section 17F.030.040 Installation Permit 
 
No person may install or allow to be installed within the City any boiler or pressure vessel without an installation permit 
from the ((building services department)) Development Services Department. The fee for each permit and for other 
activities related to the enforcement of this chapter shall be as set forth in SMC 8.02.030. 
 

Section 34. That Section 17F.040.085 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17F.040.085 Sublevel Construction Controls 
 
A. Sublevel design and construction controls as set forth in below((,)) shall apply in all SDDs, except where expressly 

exempted pursuant to SMC 17D.060.170. 
1. This exemption may apply to a subdivision as a whole or to individual lots. 
2. In specific cases restrictions on building location or other conditions may be imposed as a condition 

of exemption. 
3. Exemptions shall be supported by a sublevel geotechnical study. 

a. The requirement for a geotechnical study may be waived by the ((director of building services)) Director of 
Development Services upon a showing that the purpose and findings set forth in SMC 17D.060.010 are 
adequately addressed. 

4. If an exemption is granted the conditions set forth in subsection (C) of this section do not apply. 
 

B. Sublevel structures shall be defined as any finished or unfinished floor level of any structure, or addition thereto, that 
is not elevated a minimum of twelve inches above the highest elevation of finished grade. 
1. “Finished grade” is defined as the elevation of an imaginary line located a distance of five feet from the perimeter 

of the foundation of the structure. 
2. Garages and paved driveway access from the garage shall be exempt from the finished grade requirement. 
3. The structure shall meet all requirements of the International Building Code, as adopted by the City of Spokane, 

for drainage and slope setback. Non-exempt sublevel structures will not be permitted unless requirements set 
forth in subsection (C) of this section are met. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Unfired pressure vessel is a closed vessel such as air tanks, chiller receivers, hot water storage tanks, 
expansion tanks, steam cookers, etc under pressure, excluding: 
 

1. Fired process tubular heaters; 
 
2. Pressure containers which are integral parts of components of rotating 

or reciprocating mechanical devices where the primary design                
considerations and/or stresses are derived from the functional               
requirements of the device; 

 
3. Piping whose primary function is to transport fluids from one location to 

another; 
 
4. Those vessels defined as low-pressure heating boilers or power                

boilers. 

Unfired steam boiler means a pressure vessel in which steam is generated by an indirect                
application of heat, not including pressure vessels known as evaporators, 
heat exchangers or vessels in which steam is generated by the use of heat 
resulting from the operation of a processing system containing a number of       
pressure vessels, such as used in the manufacture of chemical and           
petroleum products, which will be classed as unfired pressure vessels. 

Water heater means a closed vessel used for heating water by direct application of heat 
from combustible fuels or electricity with a nominal water-containing capacity 
of one hundred twenty gallons or less, having a heat input not exceeding two 
hundred thousand BTU per hour and operating temperature not exceeding 
two hundred ten degrees Fahrenheit. 
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Note: For the remainder of ORD C36753, other Ordinances, Job Opportunities, and Notices for Bids, see 
Volume 115, Issue 44, Part II of the Official Gazette.  
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C. Sublevel Structure Requirements. 
1. A site-specific geotechnical analysis shall be performed by a civil engineer currently 

licensed in the State of Washington qualified in geotechnical engineering. The 
geotechnical engineer shall consider subsurface information accessible from the 
City of Spokane and Spokane County for surrounding properties in the evaluation of 
the feasibility of the construction of sublevel structures. In reviewing the sufficiency 
of submissions under this provision, the director may also consider information and 
prior geotechnical subsurface studies presented at the time of platting or in other 
earlier development phases. A party may also request consideration of pre-approval 
of the requirements of this section at the time of platting or an earlier development 
phase if sufficient information is available. 

2. Sublevel structures shall be designed by an architect registered with the State of 
Washington or a civil engineer licensed to practice in the State of Washington 
(design professional). The design shall incorporate current engineering practices  
and technology (e.g., sub-surface drains, sealant, and positive drainage away from 
the structure), and the recommendations of the geotechnical study, if any. 
a. The design professional or permit holder shall conduct an inspection to evaluate and 

assess that the sublevel construction conforms to the design. The City shall provide 
a form for documenting such an assessment. 

3. The City, its officers, and employees shall not be responsible for nor assume any 
liability for any claim for loss or liability arising out of flooding, drainage, or surface 
or subsurface water problems resulting from construction upon and/or landscaping 
of the property in question. 

 
Section 35. That Section 17F.060.020 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17F.060.020 Installation Permit 
 
A. No person may construct, erect, place, install, or alter any elevator, dumb waiter, escalator, temporary personnel 

hoist, platform lift, stair climber, material lift or moving walk or related equipment without first securing a permit from 
the ((building services department)) Development Services Department. 
 

B. The applicant for a permit must file with the inspector a copy of the plans and specifications showing details of the 
new installation or addition to an existing installation. Submitted plans are also reviewed by ((City of Spokane Plans 
Reviewers)) the Development Services Department for compliance with other adopted codes. 

 
Section 36. That Section 17F.070.420 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17F.070.420 Complaint – Content 
 
A. Whenever the building inspector, upon inspection and any other investigation as may be done, finds a building or 

premises to be in violation of this chapter, he prepares a written complaint: 
1. specifying the violations; and 
2. stating his determination that the property is a boarded-up building, substandard building, unfit building, or 

otherwise a public nuisance; and 
3. giving notice of a hearing before the ((director of building services)) Building Official at a time and place stated; and 
4. advising that any interested person may file an answer to the complaint and appear and be heard at the hearing; and 
5. advising that a copy of the complaint will be filed of record in the office of the ((Spokane County auditor)) 

Spokane County Auditor. 
 

B. Whenever the building inspector and fire inspector, upon investigation, find a building or portion to be in violation of 
the requirements of this chapter for apartment and hotel buildings over two stories in height, they prepare an 
inspection report: 
1. containing a detailed list of deficiencies, including citations to the appropriate code or regulation sections; 
2. giving a timetable for correction; and 
3. requiring a written response or notice of appeal within thirty days. 
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These ordinances are published in this issue of the Official Gazette 
pursuant to passage by the Spokane City Council. It should be noted 
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ordinance is vetoed by the Mayor, the Mayoral veto will be published in 
a subsequent issue of the Official Gazette. 
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Section 37. That Section 17F.070.440 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17F.070.440 ((Departmental)) Building Official Hearing 
 
A. Unless arrangements satisfactory to the ((director of building services)) Building Official are made for the repair, 

vacation, demolition, or other necessary disposition of the property prior to the time fixed in the complaint 
under SMC 17F.070.420(A) for the hearing, the ((director)) Building Official holds a hearing. Based on the complaint, 
any answer to the complaint and any evidence presented, the ((director)) Building Official: 
1. determines whether the building is boarded up, substandard, unfit, abandoned, or otherwise a nuisance and 

subject to an annual hearing processing fee. This fee may be assessed annually after a hearing to determine if 
the building remains as a boarded up, substandard, unfit, abandoned, or nuisance. The ((building official)) 
Building Official may also assess the annual monitoring fee if the building is abandoned, unsecured, or otherwise 
a nuisance; 

2. determines what action must be taken by the owner (such as repair and rehabilitation, vacation, demolition) to 
render the property in compliance with this chapter; and 

3. after the hearing, prepares in writing findings in support of ((his)) their determinations and an order directing the 
owner to take specified corrective action within a specified time. 

 
B. An interested person may appeal an inspection report regarding apartment and hotel buildings over two stories in 

height under SMC 17F.070.420(B) to the ((director of building services)) Building Official and fire official by filing, 
within thirty days of service, with the ((director)) Building Official a written notice of appeal, specifying the provisions 
appealed from and the grounds of the appeal. If an appeal is filed, the ((director)) Building Official and fire official set 
a time and place for hearing, within fifteen days unless otherwise agreed to, and advise the appellant by any 
appropriate means. Based on the evidence at the hearing the ((director)) Building Official and the fire official may: 
1. affirm or reverse the findings or rulings in the inspection report; 
2. grant a variance; or 
3. make some adjustment of the required corrective action or the time for corrective action, imposing such 

conditions as necessary to assure reasonable safety. 
 

Section 38. That Section 17F.070.450 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17F.070.450 Effect of Hearing Order 
 
A. The order made at the hearing before the ((director of building services)) Building Official under SMC 17F.070.440

(A) and the order upon the appeal hearing before the ((director of building services)) Building Official and fire official 
under SMC 17F.070.440(B), and the notice of right of appeal, are served upon the parties in the manner provided 
in SMC 17F.010.050. 
 

B. If no appeal be filed from the order of the ((director)) Building Official within the time allowed, the ((building services 
department)) Development Services Department files a certified copy of the order with the ((county auditor)) 
Spokane County Auditor as a supplement to the lis pendens previously filed. Thereafter such final order serves as a 
basis for any further judicial or administrative action, including the assessment against the property of any costs and 
expenses of the ((city)) City in taking action to effect the order and bring the property into compliance. 

 
Section 39. That Section 17F.080.050 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17F.080.050 Fire Equipment Permit 
 
A. In addition to any building, electrical, plumbing, or other permit issued by the ((building services department)) 

Development Services Department, a person needs a permit from the fire official to install, alter, or repair required 
fire protection or fire detection systems or equipment ((which)) that is regulated by this code. 
1. The equipment to which this section applies includes, but is not limited to, any: 

a. Code-required fire alarm, 
b. Sprinkler, 
c. Standpipe, 
d. Range hood, or 
e. Other extinguishing system. 

2. Non-required systems are further defined below. 
3. A permit shall not be issued until payment of the permit fee, approval of plans where required, and payment of 

the appropriate plan check fee. 
4. If the Washington State fire marshal has charged a plan check fee for equipment he has approved, the applicant 

will not be charged a plan check fee for the same submittal by the City fire official. 
B. In order to verify, as provided in SMC 8.02.034, the value of the work upon which the permit and inspection fees are 

based, the fire official may require from the installer or from the owner of the property a verified copy of the invoice. 
1. Should it appear that an installer is understating the value of the work, and thereby underpaying the fees, the fire 

official may suspend the installer’s right to receive a permit for up to six months. 
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2. Upon a second instance of undervaluation, suspension may be for up to one year. 
 

C. Non-required fire alarm or fire sprinkler systems are those that are installed in a facility when they are not required 
by code. Non-required systems do not need to be submitted for review or permit, unless it is desired by the building 
owner.  Non-required systems are required to be installed by a Spokane Fire Department registered contractor. 

 

Exceptions. 
1. Fire sprinkler systems with seven or more heads. 
2. Inert gas suppression systems. 

 

D. Non-required fire alarm and fire sprinkler systems that are submitted for review by the Spokane Fire Department shall be in 
accordance with NFPA 13, 13R, and 13D, NFPA 72, and the Spokane Municipal Code. Non-required systems will not be 
tracked for renewal on an annual basis unless requested by the owner or authorized representative. 

 

Section 40. That Section 17F.090.050 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17F.090.050 Conversion Burners 
 

In addition to IMC Section 107, no person may put a gas-fired conversion burner into final operation until the burners and 
controls have been tested and adjusted within the limits prescribed by the ((building services department)) Development 
Services Department and the gas utility and until a copy of a satisfactory conversion burner test record is filed with the 
mechanical inspector prior to or at the time of final inspection. 
 

Section 41. That Section 17G.010.030 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17G.010.030 Expiration of Building Permits 
 

A. Every permit issued by the ((building services department)) Development Services Department under the provisions of 
this code will expire by limitation and become null and void if the work authorized by such permit is not commenced 
within one hundred eighty days from the date of such permit. Evidence of commencement would be an inspection entry 
on an issued permit or verification via a physical site visit by the Building Official or their representative. 
 

B. Issued permits in which work has commenced within one hundred eighty days of issuance are valid for two calendar 
years from issuance date. 
 

C. Courtesy Notices are sent in the mail to permit holders at least thirty days or more prior to the first expiration date, 
telling the permit holder to call for inspections or request for extensions if additional time is needed. If the permit 
holder fails to obtain the necessary inspections or request extensions by the permit expiration date, the work will be 
presumed to be abandoned, and the permit will expire by default. 
 

D. A permittee holding an unexpired permit may apply for an extension of the time within which ((he)) they may 
commence work under that permit when he is unable to commence work within the time required by this section for 
good and satisfactory reasons. The ((building official)) Building Official may extend the time for action by the 
permittee for a period not exceeding one hundred eighty days upon written or verbal request by the permittee 
identifying the circumstances necessary for the extension request. 
 

E. In order to renew action on a permit after expiration, the permittee must pay a new permit fee. Guidelines in SMC 
8.02.031(U) will be followed. 

 

Section 42. That Section 17G.010.100 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17G.010.100 Types of Permits 
 

A. Construction and Development. 
1. A person needs a building permit (which may be in the form of a factory-built or manufactured housing permit as 

well as a standard building permit) and also, depending upon the circumstances of the particular case, some 
combination of demolition, grading, sign, swimming pool, parking lot, and site preparation, building moving and 
relocation, street encroachment, boiler installation and operating, electrical, elevator installation and operating, 
storage tank installation, private fire hydrant installation, mechanical, plumbing, side sewer installation and 
connection, water line tapping, shoreline development permits, flood management permits, street address 
assignment, and a variety of similar approvals for new construction or placement, alteration, repair or demolition 
of a building, structure or other improvement to land; and for the new installation, alteration, repair or operation 
of a building’s boiler, electrical, elevator, fire protection, mechanical and plumbing systems. 
a. Private fire hydrants are approved by the ((department of water and hydroelectric services)) Water and 

Hydroelectric Services Department based on compliance with design standards and regulations established 
by the fire official and the ((director of engineering services)) Director of Engineering Services. 



October 29,  2025  Official Gazette,  Spokane,  WA  1273  

 

b. Side sewers and connections are approved by the ((engineering services department)) Engineering 
Services Department based on compliance with the sewer code. 

c. Storage tank permits are issued by the fire official based on compliance with the fire code and various 
environmental and aquifer protection measures. 

d. Water line taps are approved by the ((engineering services department)) Engineering Services Department 
based on review by the ((water and hydroelectric services department)) Water and Hydroelectric Services 
Department and compliance with the water code. 

e. Street addresses are assigned by the ((engineering services department)) Engineering Services Department. 
f. Type II permits, as specified in chapter 17G.061 SMC are issued by the ((planning and economic 

development services director)) Director of Planning Services and Type III permits as specified in chapter 
17G.061 SMC are granted by the ((hearing examiner)) Hearing Examiner. Shorelines permits are subject to 
approval by the ((state department of ecology)) Washington State Department of Ecology. 

g. Commercial driveway permits are issued by the ((engineering services director)) Director of Engineering Services. 
h. The other building and development permits are issued by the ((department of building services)) Development 

Services Department, ((planning and economic development services department)) Planning and Economic 
Development Services Department, and ((engineering services department)) Engineering Services Department 
based on compliance of the application, plans, specifications, diagrams and drawings with the requirements of 
the applicable provisions of this title and any rules and regulations promulgated thereunder. 

i. Flood management permits are issued by the ((planning and economic development services director)) 
Director of Planning Services and subject to approval by the Washington State ((department of ecology)) 
Department of Ecology and the Federal Emergency Management Act’s National Flood Insurance Program. 

j. A separate demolition permit shall be issued with each building permit ((which)) that involves any 
demolition activities. 

2. A person needs an approved plat, binding site plan, or short plat to divide or segregate a parcel of land into two 
or more lots or parcels for such purposes as sale or lease, unless the activity is specifically exempted 
under SMC 17G.080.020(B). A person needs an approved conditional use permit or planned unit development to 
group or cluster buildings on a lot or combination of lots. 
a. Conditional use permits, plans-in-lieu of compliance, and certificates of compliance are approved by the 

((hearing examiner)) Hearing Examiner or the ((planning and economic development services director)) 
Director of Planning Services, ((as specified in chapter 11.19 SMC,)) and planned unit developments are 
approved by the ((hearing examiner)) Hearing Examiner on the basis of compliance of the plans with the 
applicable provisions of this title and pertinent rules and regulations. 

b. Plats are approved by the ((hearing examiner)) Hearing Examiner; short plats, binding site plans, and 
boundary line adjustments are approved by the ((planning and economic development services director)) 
Director of Planning Services on the basis of compliance with the applicable provisions of this title and 
administrative rules and regulations. 

c. Preliminary planned unit developments are approved by the ((hearing examiner)) Hearing Examiner. 
d. Variances are approved by the ((hearing examiner)) Hearing Examiner. 

3. A person needs approval to construct, install, alter, or relocate any building or structure, or some part or 
equipment thereof, within, beneath, or over the right-of-way of a public way. Approval is given by the 
((department of building services)) Development Services Department in accordance with the building code, 
flood insurance regulations, utilities code, and various other laws relating to streets and highways, utilities, traffic, 
and public safety. When design review is required pursuant to chapter 17G.040 SMC, the approval of the 
((planning and economic development services director)) Director of Planning Services is also required. 

4. A person may need additional approvals determined by the use classification, occupancy group, construction 
type, size, location, or other feature of a building, structure, or activity, including structures located in the one-
hundred-year floodplain. Such special approvals issue from numerous federal, state, regional, or local public 
agencies based on a variety of laws. 

 
B. Use and Occupancy of Property. 

1. A person needs a certificate of occupancy to establish or change, or allow to be established or changed, any 
occupancy of land or any building or portion thereof. A certificate of occupancy is issued by the ((department of 
building services)) Development Services Department with approval of the ((fire)) Spokane Fire Department and 
((planning and economic development services)) Planning and Economic Development Services Department 
when the occupancy complies with the building code, fire code, and the land use codes. 

2. A person needs a variance or a certificate of compliance from the ((planning and economic development 
services director)) Director of Planning Services or ((hearing examiner)) Hearing Examiner to render lawful 
proposed or existing structures which do not comply with the locational or dimensional standards of the zoning 
code, shoreline master program or flood hazard ordinance. 

3. A person needs the proper zoning classification (or design plan designation) and, in some cases, a conditional 
use permit or planned unit development approval to establish or maintain, or allow to be established or 
maintained, any use of land and buildings. 
a. Zone classifications are established by the ((city council)) City Council upon recommendation of the ((plan 

commission)) Plan Commission or ((hearing examiner)) Hearing Examiner.  
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b. Conditional use permits are granted by the ((planning services director)) Director of Planning Services or the 
((hearing examiner)) Hearing Examiner. 

c. Preliminary planned unit developments are approved by the ((hearing examiner)) Hearing Examiner. Final 
planned unit developments are subject to approval by ordinance of the ((city council)) City Council. Plans-in-
lieu of compliance are approved by the ((planning and economic development services director)) Director of 
Planning Services or ((hearing examiner)) Hearing Examiner in accordance with the comprehensive plan, 
zoning code, and environmental policy code. 

4. A person may need special approvals, which may include bonds or other security devices, and may be required 
to meet various conditions and standards, to establish, change, or maintain certain uses, occupations, or 
activities upon property, depending upon the definition of the activity, as provided by numerous federal, state, 
regional and local regulatory programs. 

5. A person is required to maintain buildings, land, and premises in satisfaction of minimum standards prescribed 
by the existing buildings and conservation code, the fire code, conditions imposed under the land use codes, 
and various other laws relating to public health and safety and nuisance. 

 
C. Construction Activities and Contractors. 

1. General and specialty contractors are required to be registered with the state under chapter 18.27 RCW, and 
such registration is a prerequisite for the issuance of any building permit. Some contractors are also subject to 
special regulations by the state. A person needs a license from the City to operate as a contractor using 
explosives. The blaster’s license is issued by the ((director of engineering services)) Director of Engineering 
Services and may be revoked by the ((director of engineering services)) Director of Engineering Services or by 
the fire official under the license code. 

2. A person needs a permit, license, or certificate to practice the trade or be engaged in the occupation of: 
a. Installing or servicing heating, cooling, and ventilating systems; 
b. Operating steam boilers; or 
c. Operating aircraft refueler units. 
d. Such licenses are issued by the ((department of building services)) Development Services Department in 

accordance with the standards set forth in the license code or by the fire official as provided in the fire code. 
3. A person needs a permit, license, or certificate to practice the trade or be engaged in the occupation of: 

a. Installing, or servicing, or using gas or oil fuels; 
b. Maintaining or altering fire equipment systems; 
c. Testing underground storage tanks. 
d. Such licenses are issued by the ((fire department)) Spokane Fire Department in accordance with the 

standards set forth in the license code or by the fire official as provided in the fire code. 
4. In addition to a building permit or land use permit, a person needs a specific permit for: 

a. Blasting, 
b. Moving a building, 
c. Installing or connecting a sewer, 
d. Installing or altering fire protection or detection equipment, and 
e. Obstructing a street. 

 
Section 43. That Section 17G.010.140 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 

 
Section 17G.010.140 Applicant Requirements 
 
Applications for ministerial permits categorically exempt from the threshold determination requirements of the ((state 
environmental policy act)) State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) are submitted to the permit authority, reviewed 
according to the provisions of this title or Spokane Municipal Code chapters. Depending upon the nature of the 
application, the permit authority might be the ((building official)) Building Official, fire official, ((street director)) Director of 
Streets, ((planning and economic development services director)) Director of Planning Services, or ((engineering 
services director)) Engineering Services Director. 
 
A. An applicant for building (and/or boiler, electrical, elevator, grading, mechanical, plumbing, sign) permit shall pay the 

prescribed fees and file an application upon forms furnished by the ((department of building services)) Development 
Services Department, which application: 
1. identifies and describes the work to be covered by the permit; 
2. describes the property on which the proposed work is to be done by legal description and street address 

assigned by ((engineering services)) the Engineering Services Department or similar description that will readily 
identify and definitely locate the proposed building or work; 

3. indicates the use or occupancy for which the proposed work is intended; 
4. is accompanied by plans, diagrams, computations, ((and)) specifications, and other data as required; 
5. states the valuation of any new building or structure or any addition, remodeling, or alteration to an existing 

building; and 
6. identifies by name the owner and occupant of the premises. 
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B. The applicant shall submit with each application, plans, engineering calculations, diagrams, specifications, and other 
data as necessary, drawn to scale, where applicable, upon substantial paper or cloth by a registered architect or 
professional engineer of sufficient clarity to indicate the location, nature and extent of the work proposed, and 
showing in detail that the work will conform to the provisions of all applicable laws. The data to be submitted under 
this subsection include, in the case of: 
1. an electrical permit, the nature and kind of electric wiring, apparatus, fixtures, and equipment to be installed, 

altered, or extended; 
2. installation of a boiler or unfired pressure vessel, manufacturer’s data reports; 
3. a permit for a sign, the location of the property line and building line, curb distance, and height above grade; 
4. a building permit, a plot plan to scale showing the actual dimensions of the lot and the size, use, and location of 

existing and proposed buildings; 
5. street obstruction or construction permission where design review is required pursuant to chapter 17G.040 SMC, 

a written statement from the ((planning and economic development services director)) Director of Planning 
Services indicating compliance with the design review process. 

 
C. The ((building official)) Building Official may waive or modify the requirements for an application as the nature of the 

work applied for dictates. 
 

Section 44. That Section 17G.010.150 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17G.010.150 Special Application Requirements for Commercial Building Permits 
 
A. General. 

An owner, or the owner’s architect, engineer, or other agent, should consult with the ((departments of building 
services)) Development Services Department, ((engineering services)) Engineering Services Department, and 
((planning and economic development services)) Planning and Economic Development Services Department ((prior 
to)) before submitting an application for a commercial building permit ((for the purpose of identifying)) to identify any 
peculiar considerations and discussing any special requirements. The owner, or the owner’s architect, engineer, or 
other agent, must submit ten prints of the site plan, and three each of the architectural plan, structural plan, and 
mechanical plan stamped by an architect or engineer licensed in the State of Washington, to the ((department of 
building services)) Development Services Department. The ((department of building services)) Development 
Services Department transmits copies of the print to other departments and agencies as appropriate. The following 
information is required for a complete application for a commercial building permit. The information needs to be 
provided on the site plan or front sheet of plans in the numbered order given. The ((building official)) Building Official 
may waive or modify specific submittal requirements determined to be unnecessary for review of an application. 
1. Name of project and date of application. 
2. Official street address. If an official street address has not been assigned, it must be obtained from the 

((engineering services department)) Engineering Services Department. 
3. Name, address, and phone number of the architect. 
4. Name, address, and phone number of the owner and agent. 
5. Name, address, and phone number of the tenant. 
6. Name, address, and phone number of the engineer(s). 
7. Name, address, and phone number of the consultant(s). 
8. Name, address, and phone number of the contractor(s). 
9. Name, address, and phone number of the contact person. 
10. Project type, new, remodel, addition, or alteration. 
11. Existing use of lot and/or building. 
12. Proposed use(s). 
13. Number of dwelling units. 
14. Occupancy group and division. 
15. Construction type required. 
16. Building allowable height and area. 
17. Building height (both in feet and number of stories). 
18. Basement floor area and occupant load. 
19. Ground floor area and occupant load. 
20. Floor area of each story above ground floor and occupant load (list each story individually). 
21. Total floor area, including basements and occupied roofs. 
22. Valuation. 
23. SEPA checklist, if required. 
24. Critical materials, if involved. 
25. HMMP plan submitted, if required. 
26. Floodplain designation, elevation of the first habitable floor, and certification of flood proofing measures, if applicable. 
 

B. The following zoning information is to be included on the plan cover sheet or site plan: 
1. List dates of hearings during which any of the following were granted: 
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a. Zone change to construct a specific plan, including “L” agreements. 
b. Conditional use permit. 
c. Variance (list) or certificate of compliance. 
d. Plans-in-lieu of compliance. 
e. Planned unit development or manufactured home park; or 
f. Binding site plan. 

2. Special Regulations. 
Note any of the following permits, approvals, or restrictions: 
a. Design zones. 
b. Shoreline/Riverfront district. 
c. Height district. 
d. Historic district or building on the local, state, or national register. 
e. Any hazard areas (airport, critical area). 
f. Any previous environmental declarations on the project; or 
g. Design review. 

3. Use zone of lot(s). 
4. Use zones of adjacent lots to the north, south, east, and west of the site. 
5. Lot area (square feet). 
6. Percent of lot covered by building(s). 
7. Area of lot covered by hard surfacing of any kind. 
8. Parking and loading stalls, number required and number provided, number of barrier-free parking spaces 

required and provided according to WAC 51-40-005, number of van stalls required and provided. 
9. Setbacks and yards: List of required and provided yards for each building shown on the plan, and special 

setbacks required by an approved final plat, binding site plan, or zoning agreement. 
10. Easements, vacations, agreements related to property. 

 
C. The following information is required on the architectural site plan, even though it may duplicate other site plans. 

1. Vicinity map to show area location. Key plan for partial site work. 
2. Complete finished grading of the entire site and outlines of all structures. Provide topographic lines on sloping 

sites and affected adjacent sites, giving new and existing grades. 
3. Lay out all information to standard architectural or engineering scales. Establish north point. 
4. Show utility service lines with all mains and branches from streets to each unit or device served. Show sizes and 

materials on each sewer, water, and gas line on the plan, and each meter, shut-off, disconnect, connection box 
or vault, panel, check valve, cleanout, and related device to utility services. Locate all required fire hydrants, 
building pumper connections, and standpipe connections at the building on the street side. Show electric utility 
and phone line overhead or underground. 

5. Relate grade elevations and floor lines to the nearest City benchmark. Reference to an established point of 
elevation may be used on existing buildings. 

6. Show on site plan all outline dimensions of the building and distance to property lines. Show on the site plan 
location and dimensions and show angles in degrees for the following: 
a. Property lines and adjacent zoning of property (N, S, E, W). Show any changes in zoning along property lines. 
b. Streets, alleys, curb breaks, adjacent property curb breaks (must be a minimum of five feet from property 

lines), street lights, signs, meters, or planting on sidewalk or parking strips, on-site curbing. 
c. Driveways, paving, curbing, sidewalks, and street corner curb ramp (WAC 236-60-060), each City standard 

catch basin, depressed lawns. Show ((fire department)) Fire Department apparatus access to within one 
hundred fifty feet of any structure. 1:48 maximum side slope on sidewalks. 

d. Parking layouts: Parking stalls and number each stall, or number blocks of stalls and give total. Locate off-
street loading. 

e. Front, side, and rear yards, and special setbacks for zoning and minimum clearances to the property line 
required for wall openings or construction type. 

f. Recreation areas, planting strips, lawns. 
g. Ornamental masonry and lightproof walls, landscaping buffers, and screening of outdoor storage of 

materials, wastes, equipment, or trash receptacles. 
h. Location of outdoor lighting on building and in yards. 
i. Identification or outdoor advertising signs. Note size and exact location. 
j. Indicate rainwater disposal from building and from all property areas, to City-standard catch basins on the 

property. Give catch basin depths (in feet) and necessary site grading, contours, and slopes to ((insure)) 
ensure disposal of water to on-site drains. Paved parking areas require drainage swales. See the 
((department of engineering services)) Engineering Services Department for the procedure before 
completing the drainage plan. 

k. Maximum one hundred fifty foot distance to nearest fire hydrant from building perimeter (all points). 
l. Additional information necessary for presentation, interpretation, or review of the project may be submitted 

or required in special cases. 
7. The format of the plans shall be as follows: 
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a. Plan drawings, elevations, sections and details of architectural, structural, mechanical and electrical plans 
shall be drawn to standard architectural scales (one-sixteenth inch, one-eighth inch, one-fourth inch, one-
half inch, one inch, one and one-half inch, three-inch; please do not use three-eighth-inch or three-quarter- 
inch scales for code compliance), and standard engineer scales (one inch equals ten feet, twenty feet, thirty 
feet, forty feet, fifty feet). Plans should be oriented with north at the top of the sheet. Plans must have 
printing and lettering clear, distinct, and suitable for microfilm. 

b. All plans, elevations, sections, and details shall be fully dimensioned so that conformance to codes can be 
confirmed. Overall dimensions of buildings shall be shown on site plans and floor plans. 

c. On each sheet, provide the name and official address of the project, the Washington State seals of architect 
and engineers, the date each sheet and each revision was made, including flagging of each revision. 

d. On revisions, date each sheet, provide the control number, and flag revisions on drawings and in specifications. 
e. Provide a list of the codes which apply to the project. 

8. Detail Plans. 
The following information shall be shown on architectural/engineering drawings or in specifications: 
a. Landscaping plan, including a detailed plan with elevations and slope arrows, lawns, on-site storm sewer 

(OSSW) and City- standard catch basins, sprinkler system piping, heads, flows, and coverages with 
approved backflow prevention for OSSW swales and zoning landscape areas. 

b. Foundation plans, including excavation and fill details. 
c. Floor plans for each level. 
d. Roof and weather protection details. 
e. Exterior elevations and opening protection. 
f. Interior elevations and finishes. 
g. Typical and detailed sections. 
h. Door assemblies. 
i. Windows and glass. 
j. Exits. 
k. Standpipes and sprinklers. 
l. Fire ratings. 
m. Special details. 
n. Barrier free design. 
o. Thermal regulations. 
p. Elevators, dumbwaiters, escalators, and moving walks. 
q. Structural details including: 

i. calculations; 
ii. clarifying notes; 
iii. list special inspections and names of special inspectors for: concrete, ductile moment/resisting concrete 

frame, reinforcing steel and pre-stressing steel, welding, high strength bolting, structural masonry, 
reinforced gypsum concrete, insulating concrete fill, spray applied fireproofing, piling, drilled piers, 
caissons, special grading, excavation, filling, NER reports and special cases; 

iv. layout of framing system, including horizontal and vertical members; 
v. lateral load resisting elements; 
vi. continuity of system; 
vii. detail and schedule special connections and conditions; 
viii. schedule, specify, list, or detail on drawings: structural design criteria, concrete, masonry, wood, and 

structural metals. 
r. Mechanical details, including layout, size, and identification of components on plans and riser diagrams for: 

i. general; 
ii. plumbing; 
iii. heating; 
iv. cooling; 
v. refrigeration; 
vi. ventilation; 
vii. controls; 
viii. special equipment; 
ix. roof overflow drains; 
x. OSSW area drainage; 
xi. water; 
xii. gas; 
xiii. waste system; 
xiv. vents; 
xv. chimneys; 
xvi. ducts; 
xvii. boiler and pressure vessel; 
xviii. special piping; 
xix. fire lines, special suppression systems, and extinguishers. 
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s. Electrical details including location, size, and identification of components of distribution on plans and riser 
diagrams for: 
i. light; 
ii. heat; 
iii. power; 
iv. radio; 
v. television; 
vi. signal; 
vii. alarm systems; 
viii. grounding; 
ix. exit signs; 
x. smoke detectors. 

 

Section 45. That Section 17G.010.160 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17G.010.160 Application for Approval of Encroachment 
 

A. When a structure or part thereof or appendage thereto, such as footings, balconies, marquees, awnings and 
architectural projections, is to project into, above, or below the right of way of any public way, the applicant shall 
conspicuously show the encroachment on the plans and specifications of the building permit application so as to 
demonstrate compliance with the requirements of chapter 32 IBC. 
 

B. Any person who proposes to install any opening in a public sidewalk, such as an elevator or other structure with 
a door ((which)) that opens vertically to the sidewalk, must make ((written)) an application to the City Engineer. 
The applicant shall furnish complete details of the construction and installation, including specifications for the 
door, hatch, or other covering, and drawings showing the precise location of the opening with reference to the 
curbline, building line and existing utility lines and facilities. 

 

C. A property owner proposing to use such portion of the right-of-way of a public street or alley as is not used 
or needed presently or in the foreseeable future for public travel, for the purposes of constructing, installing or 
planting fences, hedges or similar improvements, shall make application to the Development Services ((Center)) 
Department in the form of an acknowledged agreement whereby the property owner covenants to remove the 
encroachment and restore the property to its former condition upon thirty days’ notice by the City. Any 
department reviewing the application may require the applicant to furnish a plot plan, plans and specifications, or 
other data required to properly evaluate the proposal. 

 
Section 46. That Section 17G.010.170 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17G.010.170 Application for Certificate of Occupancy 
 

A. The owner of a building or structure in the process of construction or alteration under a current building permit may, 
at the time the final inspection is called, request the ((department of building services)) Development Services 
Department to issue a certificate of occupancy. When made in connection with the final inspection under a permit, 
the inspection for a certificate of occupancy is considered part of the permit inspection program and further data and 
a separate fee are not required of the owner. 
 

B. The building official and fire official may, by regulation, establish procedures and criteria for the issuance of a temporary 
certificate of occupancy to allow partial occupancy of premises prior to final inspection and approval of the work. 
 

C. In order to render lawful and licit any use or occupancy of land, buildings, structures or part thereof, the owner or 
occupant must be issued a certificate of occupancy. The applicant, unless making the request in connection with a 
permit inspection as provided in subsection (A) of this section, shall file with the ((department of building services)) 
Development Services Department a written application which: 
1. gives the legal and common descriptions of the premises; 
2. identifies the owner(s) and occupant(s); 
3. includes a plot plan to scale showing the actual dimensions of the lot and all buildings; 
4. describes in detail the uses of the premises; 
5. gives such other information as may be required; and 
6. is accompanied by payment of the inspection fee as provided in SMC 8.02.060. 

 

Section 47. That Section 17G.010.180 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17G.010.180 Application for Safety Certification 
 

An owner or occupant of premises desiring to document that the existing construction, occupancy, equipment systems or 
operations comply with the minimum standards of the building code, the building and property conservation code, the zoning 
code, or any other standards over which the ((department of building services)) Development Services Department has 
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assumed inspection jurisdiction, shall make request for a safety inspection in the manner provided for certificates of occupancy 
in SMC 17G.010.170. The fire official may prescribe procedures for similar inspections and certifications under the fire code. 
 

Section 48. That Section 17G.010.200 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17G.010.200 Application for Worker’s License 
 

A. State Licenses, Permits, Certificates. 
Electricians and electrical apprentices are certificated by the ((department of labor and industries)) Washington State 
Department of Labor and Industries under chapter 19.28 RCW. Persons engaged in the craft of installing, altering, 
repairing, and renovating potable water systems and liquid waste systems within a building, either as a journeyman 
plumber or specialty plumber, must have a certificate issued by the ((department of labor and industries)) 
Washington State Department of Labor and Industries, as provided in chapter 18.106 RCW. 

 

B. Boiler Operators’ and Boiler Inspectors’ Licenses. 
1. An applicant for a license under the boiler and pressure vessel code shall pay the prescribed fees and ((make written 

application)) apply to the ((department of building services)) Development Services Department on prescribed forms. 
2. Unless the application is to renew a license in good standing for the succeeding year, the applicant shall be 

examined as to ((his)) their qualifications by the ((board of boiler examiners)) Building Official. 
3. To be eligible to apply for a license, an applicant must meet the following minimum qualifications: 

a. First class engineer and boiler inspector: Two years of practical experience as a boiler operator in a high-
pressure plant exceeding eight million BTU input. 

b. Second class engineer: One year of practical experience as a high-pressure boiler operator in a high-
pressure plant exceeding four million BTU input. 

c. Third class engineer: One year of practical experience. 
d. Small high-pressure boiler operator: Must pass the prescribed examination. 
e. Low-pressure boiler operator: Must pass the prescribed examination. 

4. All boiler operation and boiler inspector license holders must renew the license annually by December 31st. 
 

C. Mechanics’ Licenses. 
1. An applicant for any license to do work under the mechanical code shall pay the prescribed fees and ((make written 

application)) apply to the ((department of building services)) Development Services Department on prescribed forms. 
2. The ((board of gas heating mechanic examiners)) Building Official shall examine to determine the qualifications 

and fitness of original applicants for licenses as a gas heating mechanic. The ((board)) Building Official may 
similarly examine any applicant for a renewal of such license. 

3. To be eligible to apply for a license, an applicant must meet the following minimum qualifications: 
a. Gas heating mechanic I or gas inspector I: No Requirements. 
b. Gas heating mechanic II or gas inspector II: Must possess an active Gas Mechanic I license. 

4. “Gas fitting work” means the installation, alteration, extension, repair, or maintenance, from the outlet of the gas 
meter, of gas piping, venting, and appliances. 

5. All mechanical license holders must renew the license annually by December 31st. If the license is expired for 
more than 90 days, a new application and exam is required. 

 

D. Apprentices. 
The ((building official)) Building Official((, with the approval of the appropriate board,)) may promulgate from time to time 
rules for the licensing, registration, or regulation, or apprentices in the various trades, consistent with federal and state law. 
 

E. Registered Servicers. 
An applicant for a license to test, maintain, and alter fire alarm systems, portable fire extinguishers, range hood 
systems, sprinkler systems, standpipe systems, or underground critical materials storage tanks must pay the 
prescribed fee and ((make written application)) apply to the fire official. Proof of competency is by exam, 
demonstration, or submittal of credentials as approved by the fire official. 
 

F. Refueler Operator. 
An applicant for a permit to operate an aircraft refueler vehicle must present to the fire official an identification card 
issued by ((his)) their employer certifying the applicant’s qualifications, as provided in UFC Section 2402.3. 

 

Section 49. That Section 17G.010.210 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17G.010.210 Application for Permits for Special Activities 
 

A. Blasting Permit. 
An applicant for a permit to conduct blasting operations on a particular job shall make written application to the 
((engineering services department)) Engineering Services Department, on prescribed form, showing: 
1. if there is a structure at the blasting site, its occupancy, whether its power source is electricity or something else, 

and the combustibility of its contents; 
2. the name of the person to have immediate charge of the blasting operations; 
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3. that the named blaster has currently in force a license, bond, and insurance; 
4. such other information as may be required. 

 
B. Building Moving Permit. 

1. An applicant for a permit required to move any building, structure, or part of a structure along, over, or across a 
public way in the City must pay the prescribed fee and submit ((a written)) an application on prescribed forms to 
the ((department of building services)) Development Services Department which ((application)): 
a. gives the applicant’s current state contractor registration number; 
b. is accompanied by the required street obstruction permit; 
c. states the address and legal description of the land onto which the structure is to be moved and, if such land 

is within the ((City)) city, is accompanied by a building relocation permit, as provided in SMC 10.26.010. 
d. is accompanied by a certificate issued by an insurance company qualified to do business in Washington 

covering the moving activity with a general liability policy with minimum limits of five hundred thousand 
dollars combined single limit or an approved alternate indemnity arrangement; 

e. describes the structure to be moved; 
f. states the address from which the structure is to be moved; 
g. details the proposed route; 
h. details the measures to be undertaken to sufficiently guard and protect street trees, public trees, and shrubs 

located within the limits of streets or alleys and along the proposed route so as to minimize potential injury to 
said trees and to maximize their chance for survival; and 

i. states the date and time of the proposed move and estimates the time required to complete the move. 
((2. A building moving permit is a class IIIB license as provided in chapter 4.04 SMC.)) 
((3))2. No fee shall be charged for applications to move historic landmarks or buildings located within ((an)) a 

historic district. 
 

C. Sewer Permits. 
1. A contractor or resident homeowner proposing to construct, reconstruct, extend, or repair a side sewer, private 

sewer, special side sewer, or private storm sewer, as defined in chapter 13.03 SMC, shall pay the prescribed fee 
and make application to the ((engineering services department)) Engineering Services Department for a permit, 
which application: 
a. gives the applicant’s state contractor registration number, or contains a certificate that the applicant 

proposes to do work in connection with the residence owned by the applicant; 
b. indicates the legal and street address description of the premises to be served and the type of occupancy; 
c. subject to waiver by the ((city engineer)) City Engineer, includes duplicate detailed plans of the work 

showing the entire course of the sewer from its terminus at the building(s) to the connection with the public 
sewer and, as may be required, detailing the structures and means for measuring, sampling, or otherwise 
determining the nature, quality, and quantity of sewage; 

d. gives such further information as maybe required. 
2. If the work to be done under the sewer permit requires the excavation or obstruction of a public way, the 

applicant must obtain a street obstruction permit. 
3. A separate tap permit, as provided in SMC 13.03.0606, is required for connection to the public sewer. 

 
D. Street Obstruction Permit. 

1. A person proposing to dig up, excavate, work in, occupy by person, equipment, structure, or material, or in any 
fashion obstruct, render less safe, or interfere with the free use of any public way must first make application to 
the ((engineering services department)) Engineering Services Department for a permit, which may be individual 
location under SMC 12.02.0706 or a master annual permit under SMC 12.02.0707. 

2. Exemptions. 
The following activities do not require a street obstruction permit: 

A commercial tree licensed firm with a street tree permit may plant, prune, or remove trees in the public right-of-way 
if such firm has received an annual tree service obstruction permit issued by the Development Services ((Center)) 
Department in coordination with the Urban Forester or his or her designee, as provided in SMC 12.02.0707.

b. A licensed, bonded, and insured sign company performing routine maintenance to existing signs, provided a 
traffic lane is not obstructed or the work is not within the central business district. 

c. A licensed, bonded, and insured surveyor performing surveying work in the public way, provided the work is 
not on an arterial or within the central business district. 

d. All persons, whether or not required to obtain a permit, shall notify the department of their activities. 
3. The applicant shall: 

a. by plat or map show the exact location of the work, structure, material, or activity when required by the ((city 
engineer)) City Engineer; 

b. describe in detail the activity, the extent, and duration of the obstruction, and the precautions to be taken to protect 
the traveling public from the hazards occasioned, including, at least, lighting, barricading, and signing; 

c. pay the permit fee; 
d. if the activity is contracting work, demonstrate that the applicant has the appropriate license or 

registration certificate; 
e. post a bond as provided in SMC 7.02.070. 



October 29,  2025  Official Gazette,  Spokane,  WA  1281  

 

Section 50. That Section 17G.061.000 of the Spokane Municipal Code is amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 17G.061.000 Purpose and Administration 
 

A. Purpose. 
The purpose of this chapter is to establish standard procedures for the review and processing of land use 
applications through the establishment of complete application standards, review procedures, notice requirements, 
hearing processes, decision criteria, and appeal procedures for all applications. 

 

B. Administration. 
1. Responsibility for the administration, application, and interpretation of these procedures pursuant to this 

ordinance is as ((is)) set forth below. 
a. The ((director)) Director of ((building services)) Development Services or ((his)) their designee is responsible 

for chapter 17E.050 SMC, Division F; chapter 17G.010 SMC, Division I; and the development codes. 
b. The ((director of engineering services)) Director of Engineering Services or ((his)) their designee is 

responsible for chapter 17D.020 SMC, chapter 17D.070 SMC, chapter 17E.010 SMC, chapter 17E.050 
SMC, chapter 17G.080 SMC, Division H, and the development codes. 

c. The ((Planning Director)) Director of Planning Services or ((his)) their designee is responsible for Title 17B 
SMC and Title 17C SMC and chapter 17D.010 SMC, chapter 17D.060 SMC, chapter 17D.080 SMC, chapter 
17D.090 SMC, chapter 17E.020 SMC, chapter 17E.030 SMC, chapter 17E.040 SMC, chapter 17E.050 
SMC, chapter 17E.060 SMC, chapter 17E.070 SMC, chapter 17G.020 SMC, chapter 17G.030 SMC, chapter 
17G.040 SMC, chapter 17G.061 SMC, chapter 17G.070 SMC, and chapter 17G.080 SMC. 

2. The procedures for requesting interpretations of the land use codes and development codes shall be made by 
the department and may be contained under the specific codes. 
 

C. Exclusions per RCW 36.70B.140. 
1. The following are excluded from the project permit review process, associated time frames, and other provisions 

of these procedures: 
a. Landmark designations; 
b. street vacations; 
c. approvals related to the use of public areas or facilities; 
d. project permits that, by ordinance or resolution, have been determined to present special circumstances 

warranting a review process different from that provided in this chapter. 
e. Lot line or boundary adjustments; 
f. final short subdivisions; 
g. final binding site plans; 
h. final plats; and 
i. building or other construction permits, or similar administrative approvals categorically exempt from 

environmental review under RCW 43.21C, or for which environmental review has been completed in conjunction 
with other project permits and are judged by the director to adequately address the current application. 

2. Applications for interior alterations are excluded, provided they do not result in the following: 
a. Additional sleeping quarters or bedrooms; 
b. Nonconformity with ((federal emergency management agency)) Federal Emergency Management Agency 

(FEMA) substantial improvement thresholds; or 
c. Increase the total square footage or valuation of the structure, thereby requiring upgraded fire access or fire 

suppression systems. 
 

D. Conflicting Ordinances. 
If any provision of the ordinance codified in this title or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, 
the remainder of the ordinance codified in this title or the application of its provisions to other persons or 
circumstances shall not be affected. 

 

E. Severability. 
To the extent there is a conflict between this chapter and other ordinances or resolutions for the City of Spokane 
regulating project permits, this chapter shall govern. 

 

Section 51. Severability. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or word of this ordinance should 
be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality thereof 
shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or word of this 
ordinance. 
 

Section 52. Clerical Errors. Upon approval by the city attorney, the city clerk is authorized to make necessary 
corrections to this ordinance, including scrivener’s errors or clerical mistakes; references to other local, state, or federal 
laws, rules, or regulations; or numbering or referencing of ordinances or their sections and subsections. 
 

Passed by City Council October 20, 2025 
Delivered to Mayor October 27, 2025 
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CITY OF SPOKANE, WASHINGTON 
ORDINANCE NO.  

 
AN 

 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Spokane, Spokane County, Washington (the “City”), is a first-class charter city duly 
organized and existing under and by virtue of the laws of the State of Washington and the Charter of the City; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City currently has outstanding $673,227.10 principal amount of its Limited Tax General Obligation 
Refunding Bond, 2020, Series J (Riverfront Park/Iron Bridge –Taxable), issued on June 30, 2020, pursuant to Ordinance 
No. C35911 (the “2020 Bond”) to refund the City’s Limited Tax General Obligation and Refunding Bond, Series 2016 
(Taxable), issued on September 30, 2016, pursuant to Ordinance No. C35430 (the “2016 Bond”), which 2016 Bond 
refunded the City’s Limited Tax General Obligation Bonds, Series 2005A (Tax-Exempt) issued on August 3, 2005 pursuant 
to Ordinance No. C33695 (the “2005 Bond”), which 2005 Bond was originally issued for the purpose of funding 
improvements to the Riverfront Park Gondola Sky Ride and public improvements within the Iron Bridge Increment Area; and  
 

WHEREAS, the 2020 Bond was purchased by the Spokane Investment Pool (“SIP”) and is prepayable, in whole 
or in part, at any time, with payments to apply first to interest and then to principal; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City is authorized and empowered by chapters 35.22, 35.86, 39.36, 39.46, 39.50 and 39.53 RCW to 
issue, sell and deliver limited tax general obligation bonds for the purpose of providing funds to refund the 2020 Bond; and 

 

WHEREAS, RCW 35.39.030(4) authorizes the City to invest its money in general or utility revenue 
bonds or warrants of its own or of any other city or town in the Sections 5.8.5 and 5.12.1 of the City's 
Administrative Policy and Procedure Investments (“Investment Policy”) further authorize the City Treasurer to invest in 
general obligation bonds or other bonds issued the City as defined in Section 4.9 of the Investment Policy; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is deemed necessary and in the best interest of the City to provide for the refunding of the 2020 
Bond and restructuring of the debt service thereon through the issuance of a limited tax general obligation refunding 
bond (the “Bond”) to be purchased by SIP. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council as 
 

Section 1. Definitions As used in this ordinance the following words shall have the following meanings: 
 

 Annual Debt Service for any fiscal year or calendar year means the sum of the interest and principal due in such 
year on the Bond. If the interest rate on any such Bond is other than a fixed rate, the rate applicable at the time of the 
computation shall be used. 
 

 Bond means the City of Spokane Limited Tax General Obligation Refunding Bond, 2025 Series E (Riverfront Park/
Iron Bridge – Taxable), issued pursuant to this ordinance in the principal amount of not to exceed $340,000. 
 

 Bond Owner or Registered Owner means the City of Spokane, as payee, for the benefit of the Spokane 
Investment Pool. 
 

 Bond Registrar means the Treasurer or any successor appointed by the Treasurer. 
 

 Bond Year means the twelve (12) month period beginning on the date of issuance of the Bond. 
 

 City means the City of Spokane, Spokane County, Washington. 
 

 City Council means the general legislative authority of the City as the same shall be duly and regularly constituted 
from time to time. 
 

 Maturity Date means a date not to exceed June 1, 2026. 
 

 Permitted Investments means any investments of City funds permitted under the laws of the State of Washington 
as amended from time to time. 
 

 SIP means the Spokane Investment Pool. 
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 SIP Internal Lending Rate means an interest rate formula for the interfund lending of funds from the Spokane 
Investment Pool, calculated as of the first day of the month in which the Bond is issued as follows: a rate equivalent to 
the United States Treasury Rate of like maturity plus 50 basis points (.50%).   
 

 Treasurer means the Treasurer of the City, or any successor to the functions of the Treasurer. 
 

2020 Bond means the Limited Tax General Obligation Refunding Bond, 2020, Series J (Riverfront Park/Iron Bridge 
–Taxable), issued on June 30, 2020, pursuant to Ordinance No. C35911, which bond is currently outstanding in the 
principal amount of $673,227.10. 

 

Rules of Interpretation.  In this ordinance, unless the context otherwise requires: 
 

 (a) The terms “hereby,” “hereof,” “hereto,” “herein, “hereunder” and any similar terms, as used in this ordinance, 
refer to this ordinance as a whole and not to any particular article, section, subdivision or clause hereof, and the term 
“hereafter” shall mean after, and the term “heretofore” shall mean before, the date of this ordinance; 
 

 (b) Words of the masculine gender shall mean and include correlative words of the feminine and neuter genders 
and words importing the singular number shall mean and include the plural number and vice versa; 
 

 (c) Words importing persons shall include firms, associations, partnerships (including limited partnerships), trusts, 
corporations and other legal entities, including public bodies, as well as natural persons; 
 

 (d) Any headings preceding the text of the several articles and Sections of this ordinance, and any table of contents 
or marginal notes appended to copies hereof, shall be solely for convenience of reference and shall not constitute a part 
of this ordinance, nor shall they affect its meaning, construction or effect; and  
 

 (e) All references herein to “articles,” “sections” and other subdivisions or clauses are to the corresponding articles, 
sections, subdivisions or clauses hereof. 
 

Section 2. Emergency The Council declares that an emergency exists in order that there be no delay in 
issuing the Bond, ensuring the favorable terms of the Bond for the benefit of the City.  Therefore, this ordinance shall be 
in full force and effect immediately upon its passage by the affirmative vote of one or more than a majority of the Council. 

 

Section 3. Authorization and Description of Bond To provide funds to refinance the 2020 Bond and to pay 
costs of issuing the Bond, the City shall issue a limited tax general obligation refunding bond of the City to the SIP in the 
principal amount of not to exceed $340,000 to document and restructure an interfund loan facility with the SIP. 
 

The Bond shall be dated as of its date of delivery to the SIP, shall be in the amount specified above, shall be 
fully registered as to principal and interest, shall be numbered in such manner and with any additional identification as 
the Bond Registrar deems necessary for identification, and shall mature on the Maturity Date.  

 

The Bond shall bear interest at the applicable SIP Internal Lending Rate. Interest shall be calculated on the 
basis of a 360-day year consisting of twelve 30-day months.  The Bond shall be amortized to create approximately level 
debt service based on semi-annual payments of principal and interest, with final payment of principal and all accrued 
interest on the Maturity Date, which final payment may be a balloon payment.  

 

Section 4. Sale of Bond The City Council hereby approves the SIP’s offer to purchase the Bond and refinance 
an existing interfund loan on the terms set forth in this ordinance and the accompanying draft payment and amortization 
schedules.  The proper City officials are hereby authorized and directed to do everything necessary for the prompt 
execution and delivery of the Bond to the City of Spokane for the benefit of the Spokane Investment Pool.  On or prior to 
the closing date, the SIP shall provide the City with a final repayment and amortization schedule for the Bond.  
 

Section 5. Application of Bond Proceeds  
 

(a) The proceeds of the Bond shall be expended to pay the costs of refinancing the 2020 Bond and to pay the costs 
of issuing the Bond as authorized herein. 

 

(b) The net proceeds of the Bond shall be deposited into the Asset Management Fund for the purposes of refunding 
the 2020 Bond and discharging the obligations of the City relating thereto under Ordinance No. C35911. 

 

Section 6. Pledge of Funds and Credit To pay principal of and interest on the Bond as the same shall 
become due, the City hereby irrevocably covenants that it will deposit available City funds into the Asset Management 
Fund in amounts sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on the Bond.  The full faith, credit and taxing power of the 
City are hereby irrevocably pledged for the prompt payment of such principal and interest. 
 

Section 7. Registration and Payments The Treasurer shall act as authenticating agent, paying agent and 
registrar for the Bond (collectively, the “Bond Registrar”).  Both principal of and interest on the Bond shall be payable in 
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lawful money of the United States of America.  Payments of principal of and interest on the Bond shall be paid by 
interfund transfer, check, wire or electronic transfer.  Final payment of all principal of and interest on the Bond shall be 
paid upon presentation and surrender of the Bond to the Bond Registrar. The Bond is not transferable. 
 

Section 8. Prepayment At the option of the City, or upon demand of the SIP, the Bond may be prepaid, in 
whole or in part, at any time, with prepayments to apply first to interest and then to principal.   

 

Section 9. Execution and Authentication of  The Bond shall be executed on behalf of the City with the 
manual or facsimile signature of the Mayor and attested with the manual or facsimile signature of the City Clerk, and the 
seal of the City shall be impressed thereon. 

 

 Only a Bond that bears a Registration Certificate in the form set forth in Section 10 hereof, manually executed by the 
Bond Registrar, shall be valid or obligatory for any purpose or entitled to the benefits of this ordinance. Such Registration 
Certificate shall be conclusive evidence that the Bond so authenticated have been duly executed, authenticated and 
delivered hereunder and are entitled to the benefits of this ordinance. 
 

In case either of the officers who shall have executed the Bond shall cease to be an officer or officers of the City before 
the Bond shall have been authenticated or delivered by the Bond Registrar, or issued by the City, such Bond may nevertheless 
be authenticated, delivered and issued and upon such authentication, delivery and issuance, shall be as binding upon the City 
as though those who signed the same had continued to be such officers of the City.  The Bond may also be signed and 
attested on behalf of the City by such persons as at the actual date of execution of the Bond shall be the proper officers of the 
City although at the original date of the Bond any such person shall not have been such officer of the City. 

 

 Section 10. Form of Bond The Bond shall be in substantially the following form: 
 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
NO. R-__                                 $___________ 
  

STATE OF WASHINGTON 
CITY OF SPOKANE 

LIMITED TAX GENERAL OBLIGATION REFUNDING BOND, SERIES 2025 
 SERIES E (RIVERFRONT PARK/IRON BRIDGE – TAXABLE) 

 
INTEREST RATE: SIP Internal Lending Rate, as described in the Bond Ordinance 
 
MATURITY DATE: June 1, 2026 
 
REGISTERED OWNER: CITY OF SPOKANE, WA for the benefit of the SPOKANE INVESTMENT POOL 
 
PRINCIPAL AMOUNT: _____________ AND NO/100 DOLLARS  
 
 CITY OF SPOKANE, Spokane County, Washington, a municipal corporation of the State of Washington (the “City”), 
for value received hereby promises to pay to the Registered Owner identified above, the principal amount of this Bond, in 
an amount not to exceed the Principal Amount indicated above.  
 
 This Bond is issued under authority of Ordinance No. C36764, adopted by the City Council on ___________, 2025 
(the “Bond Ordinance”), to pay the costs of refunding the City’s Limited Tax General Obligation Refunding Bond, 2020, 
Series J (Riverfront Park/Iron Bridge –Taxable), and to the pay the costs of issuance of the Bond.  Capitalized terms not 
otherwise defined in this Bond shall have the meanings given such terms in the Bond Ordinance. 
 

Both principal of and interest on this Bond are payable in lawful money of the United States of America.  Upon final 
payment of all installments of principal and interest thereon, this Bond shall be submitted to the Treasurer of the City (the 
“Bond Registrar”) for cancellation and surrender.  Installments of principal of and interest on this Bond shall be paid by 
interfund transfer or by check or draft mailed on the date such principal and interest is due or by electronic funds transfer 
made on the date such interest is due to the registered owner or nominee at the address appearing on the Bond Register. 
 
 This Bond is not transferable.  This Bond is prepayable upon demand by the SIP. 
 
 The City reserves the right to prepay principal of this Bond, in whole or in part, at any time, with no prepayment 
penalty in accordance with the terms of the Bond Ordinance. 

 
 To pay installments of principal of and interest on this bond as the same shall become due or on demand by the SIP, 
the City hereby irrevocably covenants that it will deposit available City funds into the City’s Asset Management Fund in 
amounts sufficient to pay such principal and interest.  The full faith, credit and taxing power of the City are hereby 
irrevocably pledged for the prompt payment of such principal and interest. 
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 This Bond shall not be valid or become obligatory for any purpose or be entitled to any security or benefit under the 
Bond Ordinance until the Registration Certificate hereon shall have been manually signed by the Bond Registrar. 
 
 It is hereby certified that all acts, conditions and things required by the Constitution and statutes of the State of 
Washington to exist, to have happened, been done and performed precedent to and in the issuance of this bond have 
happened, been done and performed and that the issuance of this Bond does not violate any constitutional, statutory or 
other limitation upon the amount of bonded indebtedness that the City may incur. 
 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the City of Spokane, Washington, has caused this bond to be signed with the 
facsimile or manual signature of the Mayor, to be attested by the facsimile or manual signature of the City Clerk, and the 
corporate seal of the City to be reproduced hereon, as of the _____ day of ____________, 20___. 

 

CITY OF SPOKANE, WASHINGTON 
 

By   /s/    
Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 

 /s/     
City Clerk 
 

(SEAL) 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF AUTHENTICATION 
 

 Date of Authentication:  ________________. 
 
 This bond is the Limited Tax General Obligation Refunding Bond, 2025, Series E (Riverfront Park/Iron Bridge – 
Taxable) of the City dated _________, 2025 described in the within-mentioned Bond Ordinance. 
 

TREASURER of the City of Spokane, 
as Bond Registrar 

 
By   /s/    

 
Section 11. Ongoing Disclosure The Bond is not subject to Rule 15c2-12 of the Securities and Exchange 

Commission under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, and the City makes no undertaking regarding ongoing 
disclosure with respect to the Bond. 
 

Section 12. Prior Acts All acts taken pursuant to the authority of this ordinance but prior to its effective date are 
hereby ratified and confirmed. 
 

Section 13. Severability If any provision in this ordinance is declared by any court of competent jurisdiction to 
be contrary to law, then such provision shall be null and void and shall be deemed separable from the remaining 
provisions of this ordinance and shall in no way affect the validity of the other provisions of this ordinance or of the Bond.   
 

Section 14. Effective Date This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its passage, pursuant to the 
declaration of emergency in Section 2 hereof.   

 
Adopted this 20th day of October, 2025. 

 
Passed by City Council October 20, 2025 
Delivered to Mayor October 27, 2025 
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ORDINANCE NO C36767 
 

AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. C36626, ENTITLED IN PART, “AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A BIENNIAL 
BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF SPOKANE”, AND AMENDING IT TO PAYOFF THE GOLF SERIES 2018 SILP LOAN, 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 

WHEREAS, subsequent to the adoption of the biennial budget Ordinance No. C36626, as above entitled in part, 
and which passed the City Council December 9, 2024, it is necessary to make changes in the appropriations of the Golf 
Fund and the SIP Debt Fund, which changes could not have been anticipated or known at the time of making such 
budget ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, this ordinance has been on file in the City Clerk’s Office for five days;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of Spokane does ordain: 
 

Section 1. That in the budget of the Golf Fund, and the budget annexed thereto with reference to the Fund, the 
following changes be made: 
 

1) Increase appropriation by $1,639,700. 
A) Of the increased appropriation, $1,639,700 is provided solely for an operating transfer-out for debt to the SIP 

Debt Fund. 
 

Section 2. That in the budget of the SIP Debt Fund, and the budget annexed thereto with reference to the Fund, 
the following changes be made: 

 

1) Increase revenue by $1,639,700. 
A) Of the increased revenue, $1,639,700 is provided solely as an operating transfer-in for debt from the Golf fund. 
 

2) Increase appropriation by $1,639,700. 
A) Of the increased appropriation, $1,638,600 is provided solely for principal debt payment. 
B) Of the increased appropriation, $1,100 is provided solely for interest on interfund debt. 

 
Section 3. It is, therefore, by the City Council declared that an urgency and emergency exists for making the 

changes set forth herein, such urgency and emergency arising from the need to payoff the Golf Series 2018 SILP loan, 
and because of such need, an urgency and emergency exists for the passage of this ordinance, and also, because the 
same makes an appropriation, it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon its passage. 
 
Passed by City Council October 20, 2025 
Delivered to Mayor October 27, 2025 

AMENDMENT          AMENDMENT          AMENDMENT 
 

SENIOR ENGINEER I-II 
 
SPN 233                    (Announcement of 06/02/2025) 
 
The above titled announcement is hereby amended to read: 
 
Closing Date: Monday, November 3, 2025, at 4:00 pm.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Job Opportunit ies  
 

We are an equal opportunity employer and value diversity within our organization. We do not 
discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, gender identity, sexual orientation, 
age, marital status, familial status, genetic information, veteran/military status, or disability status. 
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ENGINEERING TECHNICIAN IV SPN 204 
Promotional 

 
DATE OPEN: Monday, October 27, 2025           DATE CLOSED:  Monday, November 10, 2025 
SALARY:  $57,962.88 annual salary, payable bi-weekly, to a maximum of $94,237.20 
 
CLASS SUMMARY:  
Performs supervisory or specialized, sub-professional engineering work involving the application of skilled 
technical knowledge. 
 
EXAMPLES OF JOB FUNCTIONS: 

• Under the general direction of a professional engineer, plans, assigns, and reviews the work of subordinate 
technicians engaged in preparing plans, drawings, specifications, or studies. Makes routine design changes or 
decisions and field checks plans. Prepares, or assists a professional in preparing: complex plans, designs, 
specifications, and estimates. 

• Trains subordinates in use of computer software and other specialized tools. Provides drafting and design direction. 

• Communicates and coordinates data exchange between field and office operations, providing technical guidance and 
specific data needs. Develops and implements data storage system and methodology for engineering drawings. 

• Advises supervisors of computer, software and other equipment needs to enable technicians to provide 
necessary technical support. Coordinates purchase, installation, and training for new systems and software. 

• Operates a calculator, computer, computer CADD system, automobile, and drafting equipment. 

• Performs related work as required. 
 

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: 
Promotional Requirements 

• Experience: Two years' experience with the City in the classification of Engineering Technician III (SPN: 203). 

• Licenses: Applicants must possess a valid driver's license. 
 

EXAMINATION DETAILS: 
For information on what to expect with the hiring process, a test information guide, and frequently asked questions, 
please visit our website. 
 
Applicants must meet the minimum qualifications and pass the examination for this position to be eligible for hire.  
Qualified applicants are encouraged to apply immediately. All applicants must complete and submit a City of Spokane 
employment application online by 4:00 p.m. on the filing cut-off date. 
 
Upon request, at time of application, City of Spokane will provide alternative accessible tests to individuals with 
disabilities that impair manual, sensory or speaking skills needed to take the test, unless the test is intended to measure 
those skills. 
 
The examination will consist of a multiple-choice test with weights assigned as follows: 

• Multiple-Choice Test 100% 
 

IN-PERSON MULTIPLE-CHOICE EXAMINATION DETAILS: 

• Test Date:  Thursday, November 13, 2025 

• Test Time:  9:00 a.m.  

• Test Method: On Paper 

• Test Location:  Civil Service Test Room, 4th floor City Hall, 808 W Spokane Falls Blvd, Spokane, WA 99201 

• Test Duration: 2.5 Hours 

• Test Subjects May Include: 

 Mathematics 

 Records 

 Reports & Administration 

 Mapping 

 Drafting 

 Standards 

 Construction & Surveying 
 
TO APPLY: 
An application is required for applicants. Applications must be completed online at: http://my.spokanecity.org/jobs by 
4:00 p.m. on the filing cut-off date. Copies of required additional documents may be attached to your application or 
submitted via any of the following: 
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• Email: civilservice@spokanecity.org with Job Title – Applicant Name in the subject line of the email 

• In person or mail to: Civil Service Commission, 4
th
 Floor-City Hall, 808 W. Spokane Falls Blvd., Spokane, WA 99201 

 
Please contact our office at 509-625-6160 immediately if you have any difficulties submitting your application. 
 
By order of the SPOKANE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION, dated at Spokane, Washington, this 21st day of October 2025. 
 
SCOTT STEPHENS                       KELSEY PEARSON 
Chair                           Chief Examiner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



October 29,  2025  Official Gazette,  Spokane,  WA  1289  

 

SENIOR IT ANALYST SPN 295 
Open Entry 

 
DATE OPEN: Monday, October 27, 2025           DATE CLOSED:  Monday, November 10, 2025 
SALARY:  $86,359.68 annual salary, payable bi-weekly, to a maximum of $121,793.04 
 

CLASS SUMMARY:  
Provides technical and team leadership in the development, implementation, and delivery of information technology (IT) 
systems and services.  
 

EXAMPLES OF JOB FUNCTIONS: 

• Trains and mentors new and established Information Technology Analysts. 

• Monitors the status of work conducted by the analysts and recommends appropriate solutions to problems 
encountered during daily operations. Coaches the team in the selection and application of problem solving 
methods and techniques. 

• Identifies needs related to training, resources, and supplies, and relays needs and requests to supervisor. 

• Consults with and advises supervisory personnel on performance goals, work priorities, scope of work, and 
strategic planning. 

• Creates detailed work plans that identify and sequence activities needed to complete projects. 

• Performs related work as required. 

• Related tasks may be performed under one or more of the following IT domains: 

 Application Development 

 Business Systems Analysis 

 Database Management 

 Information Security 

 Network Administration 

 Systems Admin/Operational Technology 

 Web Development 
 

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: 
Open Entry Requirements: 

• Education: Bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university in computer science, information science, 
information systems management, operations research, technology management, or related degree that 
provided a minimum of 24 semester hours in one or more of the fields identified above and required the 
development or adaptation of applications, systems, or networks. 

• Experience: Three years of related IT experience, with at least one year doing specified full-skill duties within 
the domain. 

• Equivalency: We may accept different combinations of education and experience. We welcome job seekers with 
relevant backgrounds to apply. 

 

Note: Some vacant positions may be filled in departments outside of Information Technology. On your application, you 
will be asked if you are interested in working in other departments, including the Police Department. Applicants 
interested in positions within the Police Department are subject to a thorough background investigation, which includes a 
criminal history check, pre-employment drug screening, and a polygraph examination. 
 

EXAMINATION DETAILS: 
For information on what to expect with the hiring process, a test information guide, and frequently asked questions, 
please visit our website. 
 

Applicants must meet the minimum qualifications and pass the examination for this position to be eligible for hire. 
 

Qualified applicants are encouraged to apply immediately. All applicants must complete and submit a City of 
Spokane employment application online by 4:00 p.m. on the filing cut-off date. 
 

Upon request, at time of application, City of Spokane will provide alternative accessible tests to individuals with 
disabilities that impair manual, sensory or speaking skills needed to take the test, unless the test is intended to measure 
those skills. 
 

The examination will consist of a T&E (Training and Experience) Exam with weights assigned as follows:  

• T&E Examination 100%  
 
TRAINING AND EXPERIENCE EVALUATION DETAILS: 

• Copies of your college or university transcripts (unofficial transcripts are accepted) may be a required part of this 
application and will be used to verify that you meet the minimum qualifications, as posted on the job announcement. 
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• Responses to your T&E questions should be consistent with the information given in your application details. 
Answers are subject to verification. 

• Failure to complete all of the questions or incomplete responses will result in a lower score; therefore, it is 
advantageous for you to provide a full and complete response to each supplemental question. 

• Resumes or questionnaires uploaded as attachments will not be accepted in lieu of completing each question online. 

• "See Resume" or "See above," etc., and copy/paste from a previous answer are not qualifying responses and 
will not be considered. 

 

This is an online examination and will require a computer. If you do not have access to a computer, please notify 
Civil Service so that one may be provided. Reservations can also be made through your local, public library. 
 

Examination links with instructions will be emailed prior to 12:00 a.m. Pacific Time on the start date and will expire at 
11:59 p.m. on the due date as listed below.  Keep in mind that the test link will be emailed from City of Spokane 
(info@governmentjobs.com). 

• Applicants who apply and meet the minimum qualifications between Monday, October 27, 2025, and Monday, 
November 10, 2025, will test Thursday, November 13, 2025, through Monday, November 17, 2025. 

 

The T&E may include such subjects as: 

• Information Technology (IT) Education and Training 

• IT Work Experience and Accomplishments 
 

TO APPLY: 
An application is required for applicants. Applications must be completed online at: http://my.spokanecity.org/jobs by 
4:00 p.m. on the filing cut-off date. Copies of required additional documents may be attached to your application or 
submitted via any of the following: 

• Email: civilservice@spokanecity.org with Job Title – Applicant Name in the subject line of the email 

• In person or mail to: Civil Service Commission, 4
th
 Floor-City Hall, 808 W. Spokane Falls Blvd., Spokane, WA 99201 

 

Please contact our office at 509-625-6160 immediately if you have any difficulties submitting your application. 
 

By order of the SPOKANE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION, dated at Spokane, Washington, this 21
st
 day of October 2025. 

 

SCOTT STEPHENS                       KELSEY PEARSON 
Chair                           Chief Examiner 
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SENIOR IT ANALYST SPN 295 
Promotional 

 
DATE OPEN: Monday, October 27, 2025           DATE CLOSED:  Monday, November 10, 2025 
SALARY:  $86,359.68 annual salary, payable bi-weekly, to a maximum of $121,793.04 
 
CLASS SUMMARY:  
Provides technical and team leadership in the development, implementation, and delivery of information technology (IT) 
systems and services. 
 
EXAMPLES OF JOB FUNCTIONS: 

• Trains and mentors new and established Information Technology Analysts. 

• Monitors the status of work conducted by the analysts and recommends appropriate solutions to problems 
encountered during daily operations. Coaches the team in the selection and application of problem solving 
methods and techniques. 

• Identifies needs related to training, resources, and supplies, and relays needs and requests to supervisor. 

• Consults with and advises supervisory personnel on performance goals, work priorities, scope of work, and 
strategic planning. 

• Creates detailed work plans that identify and sequence activities needed to complete projects. 

• Performs related work as required. 

• Related tasks may be performed under one or more of the following IT domains: 

 Application Development 

 Business Systems Analysis 

 Database Management 

 Information Security 

 Network Administration 

 Systems Admin/Operational Technology 

 Web Development 
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: 
Promotional Requirements: 

• Experience: Two years as an Information Technology Analyst II. 
 

Note: Current City of Spokane employees who have completed initial probation and are within the line of progression, 
can apply to this promotion if they meet the open entry requirements, per Civil Service Rule VI, Section 3. 
 

Open Entry Requirements: 

• Education: Bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university in computer science, information science, 
information systems management, operations research, technology management, or related degree that 
provided a minimum of 24 semester hours in one or more of the fields identified above and required the 
development or adaptation of applications, systems, or networks. 

• Experience: Three years of related IT experience, with at least one year doing specified full-skill duties within 
the domain. 

• Equivalency: We may accept different combinations of education and experience. We welcome job seekers with 
relevant backgrounds to apply. 

Note: Some vacant positions may be filled in departments outside of Information Technology. On your application, you 
will be asked if you are interested in working in other departments, including the Police Department. Applicants 
interested in positions within the Police Department are subject to a thorough background investigation, which includes a 
criminal history check, pre-employment drug screening, and a polygraph examination. 
 

EXAMINATION DETAILS: 
For information on what to expect with the hiring process, a test information guide, and frequently asked questions, 
please visit our website. 
 

Applicants must meet the minimum qualifications and pass the examination for this position to be eligible for hire.  
 

Qualified applicants are encouraged to apply immediately. All applicants must complete and submit a City of 
Spokane employment application online by 4:00 p.m. on the filing cut-off date. 
 

Upon request, at time of application, City of Spokane will provide alternative accessible tests to individuals with 
disabilities that impair manual, sensory or speaking skills needed to take the test, unless the test is intended to measure 
those skills. 
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The examination will consist of a T&E (Training and Experience) Exam with weights assigned as follows:  

• T&E Examination 100%  
 
TRAINING AND EXPERIENCE EVALUATION DETAILS: 

• Copies of your college or university transcripts (unofficial transcripts are accepted) may be a required part of this 
application and will be used to verify that you meet the minimum qualifications, as posted on the job announcement. 

• Responses to your T&E questions should be consistent with the information given in your application details. 
Answers are subject to verification. 

• Failure to complete all of the questions or incomplete responses will result in a lower score; therefore, it is 
advantageous for you to provide a full and complete response to each supplemental question. 

• Resumes or questionnaires uploaded as attachments will not be accepted in lieu of completing each question online. 

• "See Resume" or "See above," etc., and copy/paste from a previous answer are not qualifying responses and 
will not be considered. 

 

This is an online examination and will require a computer. If you do not have access to a computer, please notify 
Civil Service so that one may be provided. Reservations can also be made through your local, public library. 
 

Examination links with instructions will be emailed prior to 12:00 a.m. Pacific Time on the start date and will expire at 
11:59 p.m. on the due date as listed below.  Keep in mind that the test link will be emailed from City of Spokane 
(info@governmentjobs.com). 

• Applicants who apply and meet the minimum qualifications between Monday, October 27, 2025, and Monday, 
November 10, 2025, will test Thursday, November 13, 2025, through Monday, November 17, 2025.  

 

The T&E may include such subjects as: 

• Information Technology (IT) Education and Training 

• IT Work Experience and Accomplishments 
 

TO APPLY: 
An application is required for applicants. Applications must be completed online at: http://my.spokanecity.org/jobs by 
4:00 p.m. on the filing cut-off date. Copies of required additional documents may be attached to your application or 
submitted via any of the following: 

• Email: civilservice@spokanecity.org with Job Title – Applicant Name in the subject line of the email 

• In person or mail to: Civil Service Commission, 4
th
 Floor-City Hall, 808 W. Spokane Falls Blvd., Spokane, WA 99201 

 
Please contact our office at 509-625-6160 immediately if you have any difficulties submitting your application. 
 

By order of the SPOKANE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION, dated at Spokane, Washington, this 21
st
 day of October 2025. 

 

SCOTT STEPHENS                       KELSEY PEARSON 
Chair                           Chief Examiner 
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WASTEWATER SPECIALIST SPN 541 
Promotional 

 
DATE OPEN: Monday, November 3, 2025          DATE CLOSED:  Monday, November 17, 2025 
SALARY: $52,325.28 annual salary, payable bi-weekly, to a maximum of $81,807.84 
 

CLASS SUMMARY:  
Performs skilled and minor supervisory work in the sewer maintenance branch of the Wastewater 
Management Department. 
 

EXAMPLES OF JOB FUNCTIONS: 

• Designated as lead worker, supervises and participates in one of the following sewer cleaning activities. 

• Employee is expected to assume control of other crews or perform semi-skilled work as required. 

• Rodding and Balling Crew: Manually cleans lines, tars and reseats manhole covers. 

• Responds to citizen complaints and problems dealing with storm and sanitary sewers. 

• Mechanical Rodding Crew: Operates machine to mechanically clear lines. 

• Catch Basin Crew: Operates heavy-duty vactor and aqua tech. 

• Repairs and constructs catch basins and manholes. 

• Hydro Crew: Flushes lines with high pressure water hose. 

• Removes roots and debris with root saws and other attachments. 

• Maintains sanitary sewers with industrial de-greasing agents. 

• Construction Crew: Repairs broken lines or lays new connections. 

• Operates heavy construction equipment. 

• Installs new sanitary sewer and storm water infrastructure as required. 

• Combination Sewer Cleaner: Clean and maintain both sanitary and storm lines. 

• Operates both high pressure hydro cleaner and vacuum debris from sewer lines. 

• Directs or performs servicing and field maintenance of assigned equipment; keeps time and material records; 
keeps job records of work completed; keeps equipment mileage records; and makes reports as necessary. 

• Trains inexperienced workers in assigned operations. 

• Assists in street sanding and snow removal operations as necessary. 

• Performs related work as required. 
 

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: 
 

Promotional Requirements: 
(Current employees of the City of Spokane may meet the promotional requirements. All promotional requirements must 
be met at the date of the examination.) 

• Experience: One year of experience with the City in the classification of Laborer II within the Sewer Maintenance 
section of the Wastewater Management Department. 

• License: Possession of a valid possess a valid Class "A" or "B" Commercial Driver's License (CDL), with tank 
endorsement. 

 

EXAMINATION DETAILS: 
For information on what to expect with the hiring process, a test information guide, and frequently asked questions, 
please visit our website. 
 

Applicants must meet the minimum qualifications and pass the examination for this position to be eligible for hire. 
 

Qualified applicants are encouraged to apply immediately. All applicants must complete and submit a City of 
Spokane employment application online by 4:00 p.m. on the filing cut-off date. 
 

Upon request, at time of application, City of Spokane will provide alternative accessible tests to individuals with 
disabilities that impair manual, sensory or speaking skills needed to take the test, unless the test is intended to measure 
those skills. 
The examination will consist of a multiple-choice and short answer test with weights assigned as follows: 

• Multiple-Choice 70% 

• Short Answer 30% 
 
TO APPLY: 
An application is required for promotional applicants. Applications must be completed online at: http://
my.spokanecity.org/jobs by 4:00 p.m. on the filing cut-off date. Copies of required additional documents may be attached 
to your application or submitted via any of the following: 

• Email: civilservice@spokanecity.org with Job Title – Applicant Name in the subject line of the email 
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• In person or mail to: Civil Service Commission, 4
th
 Floor-City Hall, 808 W. Spokane Falls Blvd., Spokane, WA 99201 

 
Please contact our office at 509-625-6160 immediately if you have any difficulties submitting your application. 
 
By order of the SPOKANE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION, dated at Spokane, Washington, this 22

nd
 day of October 2025. 

 
SCOTT STEPHENS                       KELSEY PEARSON 
Chair                           Chief Examiner 
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Riverfront Park West Havermale Post Street Parking Lot Improvement - Rebid 
City of Spokane Parks & Recreation Department 

PW ITB #6466-25 
 
Description: The City of Spokane Parks & Recreation Department is soliciting electronic bids for the Riverfront 
Park West Havermale Post Street Parking Lot Improvement. 
 
Mandatory Pre-Bid Meeting:  There is a mandatory pre-bid meeting on Thursday, November 6, 2025, at 1:00 pm at 
the City of Spokane City Hall Lobby Conference Room – Tribal, 808 W Spokane Falls Blvd., Spokane WA 99201. All 
attendees of the initial bid 6452-25 will not be required to attend this Re-bid. 
 
At teams option is also available: PW ITB #6466-25 Pre-Bid Teams Option 
 
Bid Opening: Sealed electronic bids will be accepted until Monday, November 24, 2025, at 1:00pm. Bids will be 
publicly opened at 1:15pm. To participate in bid opening, please visit the City’s website at https://my.spokanecity.org/
administrative/purchasing/ for the link to attend virtually and the number to attend by telephone. All bid responses must 
be submitted electronically through the City of Spokane’s bidding portal at https://spokane.procureware.com before the 
aforementioned deadline. Hard copy and/or late bids will not be accepted. 
 
The Public Work Invitation to Bid document is available for download through the City of Spokane’s online procurement 
system https://spokane.procureware.com. Registration is required to view and download this solicitation. Solicitation 
documents will not be mailed, e-mailed, or provided in person.  
 
It is the responsibility of Proposers to check the City of Spokane’s online procurement system identified above for 
Addenda or other additional information that may be posted regarding this Request for Proposals. 
 
Questions from potential Proposers will be accepted through the “Clarifications” tab under the associated project number 
in the online procurement system. 
 
All Proposal documents shall be submitted electronically through the City of Spokane’s online procurement system no later 
than 1:00 p.m. on Monday, November 24, 2025. Hard copy and/or late submittals will not be accepted. Proposals must 
be sent sufficiently ahead of time to be received by the required date and time.  The City of Spokane is not responsible for 
Proposals submitted late. 
 
The right is reserved to reject any and all Proposals and to waive any informalities.  
 
Thea Prince 
City of Spokane Purchasing  
 
Publish: October 29 and November 5, 2025 
 

Notice  for Bids  
Suppl ies ,  Equipment ,  Maintenance,  e tc .  
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