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NOTICE 
 MEETING MINUTES OF SPOKANE CITY COUNCIL 

Monday, May 17, 2021 
 
The minutes for the Monday, May 17, 2021, Spokane City Council Meeting were not 
available for publication in this issue of the Official Gazette. The minutes will be published 
in the Wednesday, June 2, 2021, issue of the Official Gazette.  

STUDY SESSION MEETING MINUTES 
SPOKANE CITY COUNCIL 
Thursday, May 20, 2021 

 
A regularly scheduled Study Session of the Spokane City Council was held virtually on the 
above date at 11:04 a.m. in the City Council Chambers, Lower Level ï City Hall, 808 West 
Spokane Falls Boulevard, Spokane, Washington. Council President Beggs and Council 
Members Burke, Cathcart, Kinnear, Mumm, and Stratton were present via Webex. Council 
Member Wilkerson arrived at 11:09 a.m. The public was encouraged to tune in to the 
meeting live on Channel 5, at https://my.spokanecity.org/citycable5/live, or by calling in.  
 
Pursuant to Governor Jay Insleeôs Fifteenth Updated Proclamation 20-28.15, dated 
January 19, 2021, all public meetings subject to the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 
42.30 RCW, are to be held remotely and that the in-person attendance requirement in 
RCW 42.30.030 has been suspended until termination of the state of emergency pursuant 
to RCW 43.06.210, or until rescinded, whichever occurs first. Proclamations 20-28, et seq, 
were amended by the Washington State Legislature to recognize the extension of statutory 
waivers and suspensions therein until termination of the state of emergency pursuant to 
RCW 43.06.210 or until rescinded. 
 
 

While all public meetings must continue to be held remotely, an option for an additional in-person meeting component is 
permitted in Phase 3 regions consistent with the business meetings requirements contained in the Miscellaneous 
Venues guidance incorporated into Proclamation 20-25, et seq. At this time, the City Council has decided to continue its 
meetings with remote access only and to not include an in-person attendance component.   
 
The purpose of the meeting was to hold discussion on the following topic: 
 

¶ Joint Park Board Meeting 
 

The meeting was open to the public but was conducted in a study session format. No public testimony was taken and 
discussion was limited to appropriate officials and staff.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:02 p.m.  

ORDINANCE NO. C36047 
 
AN ORDINANCE relating to parking municipal codes amending SMC sections 08.02.065, 08.02.083, 12.06A.040, 
16A.61.550, 16A.61.564, 16A.61.567, 16A.61.570, 16A.61.5703, 16A.61.787; adopting new chapters SMC 16A.05, 
16A.06, 16A.07 and a new section 16A.04.100 to chapter 16A.04 of the Spokane Municipal Code; and repealing SMC 
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16A.04.010, 16A.04.020, 16A.04.030, 16A.04.040, 16A.04.050, 16A.04.055, 16A.04.060, 16A.04.070, 16A.04.080, 
16A.61.381, 16A.61.560, 16A.61.561, 16A.61.562, 16A.61.563, 16A.61.565M 16A.61.566, 16A.61.5701, 16A.61.5702, 
16A.61.5704, 16A.61.5705, 16A.61.5706, 16A.61,5707, 16A.61.5708, 16A.61.575, 16A.61.577, 16A.61.581, 
16A.61.582, 16A.61.583, 16A.61.589, 16A.61.590, 16A.61.5902, 16A.61.5903, 16A.61.5904, 16A.61.5906, 
16A.61.5908, 16A.61.5910, 16A.61.5914, 16A.61.5916, 16A.61.5918, 16A.61.5921, 16A.61.5922, 16A.61.5924, 
16A.61.790 and setting an effective date. 
 
WHEREAS, City Council adopted the 2019 Downtown Parking Study by resolution (RES 2019-0088) on 
October 14, 2019; the study included recommendations to update the Spokane Municipal Code related to Parking, and 
those recommended strategies included establishing goals and objectives to guide our efforts; maximizing the use of our 
current parking supply; updating our permit programs and event policies; investing in our parking system to modernize it; 
make parking simple to find and payment easy; updating City policy and zoning code to support long term growth and 
multimodal travel downtown; and reduce parking demand over time, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the City wants code that combines industry best practices and relies on established Washington State 
codes (RCWs) to be consistent, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the City desires code to allow for a performance-based management system; setting specific occupancy 
targets for on-street parking, setting minimum and maximum hourly parking rates for on-street parking, and setting 
thresholds for action as well as the amount that rates can be lowered or raised per rate adjustment, and; 

WHEREAS, the Parking Advisory Committee reviewed and considered the proposed code changes in 2020, and; --- 
Now, Therefore, 

The City of Spokane does ordain:  

Section 1. That SMC section 08.02.065 is amended to read as follows: 
 
08.02.065  Streets and Airspace 
 
A. The fees in connection with skywalks are: 
 
1. Seven thousand one hundred sixty dollars for the application to the hearing examiner. 

 
2. Three hundred thirty-five dollars for annual inspection; and 

 
3. Two thousand two hundred ninety dollars for renewal if the renewal is sought within twenty years from date of 
issuance of the permit. 

 
For the use of public airspace other than pedestrian skywalk, the fee will be as provided in the agreement. 

 
B. [Deleted] 

 
C. The fee for a street address assignment as provided in SMC 17D.050A.100 is ten dollars. The fee for a street 
address change is twenty-five dollars. 
 

D. The street obstruction permit fees are as follows. All fees are minimum charges for time periods stated or portions of 
said time periods: 

 
1. when the public way is obstructed by a dumpster or a temporary storage unit the fee is one hundred dollars per 
fifteen-day period. 
 

2. for long-term obstruction (longer than twenty-one days) in the central business district or other congested area 
the fee is twenty cents per square foot of public right-of-way obstructed for each month period. The director of 
engineering services may adjust these boundaries in the interests of the public health, safety, and convenience, 
considering the need to promote traffic flows and convenience in administrative enforcement needs. 
 

3. for an obstruction not provided for in subsections (1) or (2) of this section, the fees are stated below: 
 

a. When the public way is excavated for: 
 

i. the first three working days: One hundred dollars; 
 
ii. each additional three-working-day period: Forty dollars. 
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b. When no excavation for: 
 

i. the first three days: Twenty-five dollars per day; 
 
ii. each additional three-day period: Forty dollars. 

 
c. Master annual permit fee set by the Development Services Center manager based on a reasonable estimate 
of the expense to the City of providing permit services. Permit fees are payable at least quarterly. If a master 
annual permit fee is revoked, the party may apply for a refund of unused permit fees; 

 
4. a ((parking meter)) revenue loss ((fee of thirteen dollars per meter per day within the City central business 
district and six dollars fifty cents per meter per day for all other meters shall be paid for each meter)) affected by 
an obstruction of the public right-of-way shall be equivalent to the maximum daily rate for each space obstructed 
in the Paid Parking Zone (defined in SMC 16A.04.100(K)). Current Paid Parking Zone rates can be found on the 
Cityôs website (SMC 08.02.084(B)(8)); 
 

5. a charge of five hundred dollars is levied whenever a person: 
 

a. does work without a required permit; or 
 
b. exempt from the requirement for a permit fails to give notice as required by SMC 12.02.0740(B); 

 
6. a charge of two hundred fifty dollars is levied whenever a permittee does work beyond the scope of the permit; 

 
7. no fee is charged for street obstruction permits for activities done by or under contract for the City. 

 
E. The review fee for a traffic control plan is fifty dollars. 

 
F. The fee for a building moving permit is one hundred dollars, which shall be waived for the moving of a building which 
is an historic landmark or a contributing building located within an historic district. 
 

G. The annual permit fee for applicators of road oil or other dust palliatives to public ways and places of public travel or 
resort is one hundred dollars. A contractor must notify the department of engineering services in accordance 
with SMC 12.02.0740(B). 
 

H. Street vacation application fee is four hundred dollars. 
 

I. The fees for approach permits are: 
 
1. For a commercial driveway: Thirty dollars; and 

 
2. For a residential driveway: Twenty dollars. 

 
Section 2. That SMC section 08.02.083 is amended to read as follows: 
 
08.02.083 Fees & Charges 
 
A. ((Commercial Loading Zones 
The fee for a permit and identifying decal authorizing a commercial vehicle to occupy a loading zone is:)) Fees for 
services related to parking provided through the City of Spokaneôs Development Services Center, Code 
Enforcement and Parking Services Department, and penalties for traffic infractions provided by schedules adopted 
by court rule, or as specifically provided in Title 16A SMC or state statute shall be posted under the City of Spokane 
Parking Fee Schedule as established by City Council resolution. The City of Spokane Parking Fee Schedule shall be 
posted on the Cityôs website. 

 
((1. one hundred dollars per year, 
 
2. fifty dollars for the rest of the year when issued after June 30th, 
 
3. fifteen dollars for a single occasion permit, 
 
4. fifteen dollars for a transfer.)) 
 

B. ((Special Loading Zones. 
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A special loading zone is a temporary loading zone created by placement of an authorized parking meter bag. 
Special loading zones are reserved only for vehicles being used for the purpose for which the parking meter bag has 
been issued. The rates for parking meter bags, in addition to a twenty-five dollar returnable bag deposit, are:)) The 
Parking Manager shall review and update the City of Spokane Parking Fee Schedule and bring it to City Council for 
approval on an annual basis.  

 
((1. Commercial.))  

 
((a. Quarterly: Three hundred fifty dollars per bag. 
 
b. Monthly: One hundred twenty-five dollars per bag. 
 
c. Daily: Fifteen dollars per bag.)) 

 
((2. News Media ï Annually. 
One thousand dollars for the first bag and five hundred dollars for each additional bag.))  
 

((3. Charitable Nonprofit ï Annually. 
Sixty dollars per month per bag, with a maximum of two bags.))  

 
C. ((Removal of Parking Meters. 
The fee charged a contractor for removal and reinstallation of a parking meter to accommodate construction work is 
sixty dollars.)) Paid Parking Zone Rates. 
 
1. It is the intent of the City Council to establish a target occupancy rate of eighty-five percent for all Paid Parking 
Zone spaces within the City of Spokane. Occupancy rate refers to the percentage of Paid Parking Zone spaces 
that are occupied by vehicles. The establishment of the target occupancy rate of at least eighty-five percent is 
based on well-accepted planning studies as well as the example of other municipalities. The City Council finds 
that the establishment of the target occupancy rate of eighty-five percent is an effective strategy for managing on
-street parking and congestion. 

 
2. The City Council establishes a range of time limits from fifteen minutes to eleven hours. The parking manger 
shall set the time limit of each parking zone, consistent with achieving the at least eighty-five percent target 
utilization rate, based upon parking occupancy data and community input. 

 
3. Parking rates to be charged at parking payment devices, for parking in city rights-of-way and other city-controlled 
parking areas under the jurisdiction of the City of Spokane shall be within rate limits established by this section. 
Rates may vary according to location, time of day, length of stay, maximum parking time allowed, the capabilities 
of available parking payment devices, and any other factors the Parking Manager determines are pertinent. 
 

4. The Parking Manager is authorized to set parking rates up to the "Maximum Hourly Rate" of $3.00 per hour as 
set forth on the City of Spokane Parking Fee Schedule. When parking rates are in effect, parking rates shall be 
set no lower than the "Minimum Hourly Rate" of $0.50 per hour as set forth on the City of Spokane Parking 
Fee Schedule. 
 

5. The Parking Manager shall establish on-street parking rates and shall adjust parking rates higher (up to the 
maximum hourly rate) or lower (as low as the minimum hourly rate) in established paid parking zones based on 
the established target occupancy rate of at least eighty-five percent. 
 

6. The Parking Manager may adjust the parking fee by increments no larger than fifty cents per hour. 
 

7. Parking rates may be adjusted no more frequently than twice per fiscal year. 
 

8. Current parking rates shall be posted to the Cityôs website. 
 
((D. Parking Meters 
 
1. The fee for parking in a metered space depends upon the time limit and location. The fees are indicated on the 
meters. The fees for parking in a metered space are: 

 
a. Thirty-minute space: Sixty cents per thirty minutes. 
 
b. Two-hour space: One dollar twenty cents per hour. 
 
c. Four-hour space: Eighty cents per hour. 
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d. All day space: Forty cents per hour. 
 
2. The coin or combinations of coins accepted by the meter will be indicated by a sign or legend for each space. 
Coins of denominations greater than the fee for the space may be accepted for the convenience of the motorist. 

 
E. Motor Vehicle Violations. 
 
1. The penalties for traffic infractions are provided by schedules adopted by court rule, or as specifically provided 
in Title 16A SMC or state statute. 

 
2. Unless otherwise provided, the basic penalties for parking infractions are: 

 
a. two hundred fifty dollars for disabled parking violations (SMC 16A.61.381); 
 
b. ten dollars for parking at a meter beyond the maximum time provided for that metered space (feeding 
meter) (SMC 16A.61.5914); 

 
c. fifteen dollars for expired meter parking (SMC 16A.61.5910); 
 
d. one hundred dollars for parking at a space reserved with a parking meter bag within the entertainment 
parking district Cross reference: SMC 16A.61.5903; 

 
e. two hundred-fifty dollars for parking in a taxicab stand as described in SMC 16A.61.5705; 
 
f. Violation of bag use: Meter bag applicants and users must limit the use of bags to the purpose for which the 
bag is issued. Violation of proper parking meter bag use shall result in the bag being removed from the 
meter, cancellation of the permit, and forfeiture of the bag deposit as provided in SMC 16A.61.5703(H). No 
meter bags may be issued to an applicant or user who has not paid all fees and fines or is otherwise in 
violation of conditions of bag use. Additional penalties will be assessed on repeat offenders within the same 
calendar year as follows: 

 
i. Second violation: Fifty dollars. 
 
ii. Third violation: One hundred dollars. 
 
iii. Fourth and additional violations: Two hundred dollars per violation. 

 
g. thirty dollars for all others. 

 
3. The additional penalty for failure to respond to a notice of traffic violation or parking infraction is twenty-five 
dollars. 

 
4. There are, in addition, penalty assessments provided by state law. 

 
F. Towing and Impound. 
Towing, storage, and related fees and charges by registered disposers are prominently posted on the disposers' 
premises but are not directly regulated by the City. Some rates may be fixed by contract. 
 

G. Criminal Violations. 
The penalties for criminal traffic violations are as provided in the state traffic code. 
 

H. Accident Reports. 
The fee for furnishing copies of accident reports required by chapter 46.52 RCW is as fixed from time to time by the 
mayor as provided in SMC 8.02.011. 
 

I. Junk Vehicle Affidavit. 
The fee for furnishing a junk vehicle affidavit (hulk slip) is ten dollars. 
 

J. Motorist Information Signs. 
The fees for follow-through signs from the freeway to the motorist service business are: 

 
1. Fifty dollars as the application processing fee. 
 
2. One hundred dollars as the installation fee for each sign installed. 
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3. Actual cost for purchasing the signs from the Washington department of transportation. 
 
4. Actual cost for maintenance, repairs, and replacement; and 
 
5. Fifteen dollars as an assignment fee to transfer the permit to a new owner or operator.  

 
K. Golf Cart Registration Decal. 
The fee for an annual golf cart registration decal is fifty dollars.  
 
L. Scofflaw List Administrative Fee. 
The fee for vehicles added to the scofflaw list is twenty five dollars 
 
M. Immobilization Administrative Fee. 
The fee for immobilizing a vehicle is fifty dollars 
 
N. Residential Parking Passes. 
The fee for a residential parking permit is twenty five dollars per month.)) 
 
Section 3. That SMC section 12.06A.040 is amended to read as follows: 
 
12.06A.040  Rules and Regulations 
 
The Park Board has established rules governing behavior on park property, and such rules may be enforced consistent 
with this ordinance. 
 
Except when done in places designated and in the manner prescribed by rule, regulation or special permission of the 
park board or department: 
 
A. Park Grounds and Maintenance 
 
1. No person may cut, trim, tag or in any way tamper with the trees or landscaping, or dig, stake, pierce or 
penetrate the ground of any park. 

 
B. Vehicles and Watercraft 

 
1. No person may ride or drive any motor vehicle in Riverfront Park without express permission from the director of 
the parks department or his or her designee. Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibiting the use of 
electric scooters, electric bicycles or other personal electric mobility devices in Riverfront Park. 
 

2. No person may drive or ride any vehicle or animal on the grass or in any areas of the park other than designated 
drives, ways, boulevards or paths. Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibiting a person from riding a 
mountain bike on established paths and trails in natural/conservation/undeveloped areas. 
 

3. No person may park outside designated parking areas. Cars parked in turf areas, parked overnight or left for 
multiple days in parking lots may be deemed unauthorized pursuant to ((SMC 16A.61.577)) SMC 16A.07.060 
and impounded by a registered tow truck operator at the direction of a law enforcement officer or other public 
official with jurisdiction. 
 

4. No person may operate or drive any vehicle, including bicycles, skateboards and roller skates, in a manner 
which is likely to endanger persons and/or property. 
 

5. No person may intentionally enter, swim, dive or float, with or without a boat, raft, craft or other flotation device, 
in or upon any pond in a park or the Spokane River at any point between the west line of the Division Street 
Bridge and the west line of the Monroe Street Bridge. 

 
C. Speed 

 
1. No person may ride or drive a vehicle at a speed in excess of five miles per hour in Riverfront Park. 

 
2. At all parks other than Riverfront Park, no person may ride or drive a vehicle at a speed in excess of fifteen miles 
per hour unless otherwise posted. 
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D. Games and Athletics 
 
1. No person may engage in, conduct, or hold any trials or competitions for speed, endurance, or hill climbing 
involving any vehicle, boat, aircraft, or animal in any park, except by permission of the director of the parks 
department or his or her designee. 
 

2. No person may play or practice any game that involves the running or the throwing or hitting of a ball or other 
projectile such as golf, archery, hockey, tennis or baseball, when and where such activity is likely to 
be dangerous. 
 

3. No person may operate remote controlled vehicles, unmanned air systems or other hobby craft in a manner that 
is dangerous to persons or property. 
 

4. Swimming pools, wading pools, golf courses, softball diamonds and basketball courts may be used only during 
hours designated by the director of the parks department or his or her designee. 

 
E. Animals 

 
1. No person may allow any animal to run at large in any park or enter any pond, pool, fountain or stream thereof 
except within a designated off-leash area. A violation of this section is a class 4 civil infraction.  

 
2. All persons bringing pets to a park must provide for the disposal of animal waste from their pets. Failure to do so 
is a class 4 infraction. 

 
3. No person may tease, annoy, disturb, attack, catch, injure, or kill, throw stones or any object at, or strike with any 
stick or weapon, any animal, bird, fowl or other wildlife in any park. 

 
4. Fishing shall be allowed in rivers and creeks adjacent to parks, but shall not be allowed in the ponds of any park. 
 
5. No person may feed any wildlife in any park. A violation of this section is a class 4 civil infraction. 

 
F. Drugs and Alcohol 
 
1. Except as specifically authorized by the director of the parks department or his or her designee, no person shall 
open the package containing liquor or consume liquor in a public park. A violation of this section is a class 3 
civil infraction.   
 

2. As provided in RCW 69.50.445, it is unlawful to open a package containing marijuana, useable marijuana, 
marijuana-infused products, or marijuana concentrates, or consume marijuana, useable marijuana, marijuana-
infused products, or marijuana concentrates, in any park. A violation of this section is a class 3 civil infraction. 
 

3. For the safety and protection of all park users, the use and distribution of drug paraphernalia is prohibited in city 
parks. In addition to penalties provided in state or local law, violators shall be subject to exclusion from one or 
more city parks for one year. 

 
G. Weapons and Projectiles 
 
1. Any person who possesses a dangerous weapon as defined in RCW 9.41.250 is guilty of a gross misdemeanor, 
except when lawfully carrying firearms consistent with state law. 
 

2. No person may shoot, fire, throw or explode any fireworks, explosive, bow and arrow, slingshot or other weapon, 
toy or real, which discharges a pellet or other object with harmful force. 

 
H. Food 
 
1. Except as provided in SMC 10.51.040(A), no person may sell food inside or adjacent to a park without first 
obtaining the following: 

 
a. Written authorization from the director of the parks department, or his or her designee, to vend at a particular 
location or locations, as required by SMC 10.51.070 and SMC 17C.390.030; and 

 
b. A valid a mobile food vendorôs permit as required by SMC 10.51.010. 
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I. Events 
 
1. Special events held in a city park require a park reservation and must also be authorized by a special event 
permit issued by the director of the parks department under the procedures and requirements for special events 
as provided in Chapter 10.39 SMC. 

 
2. Regardless of whether an event requires a special event permit, park reservations are required to reserve park 
space and to serve or distribute food for groups of over fifteen people.  There is no cost to submit reservation 
application for events that do not include the use of a shelter, but the application requires the submission of a 
clean-up plan and may be subject to cost recovery for the actual costs of clean-up by park employees.  

 
J. Other Uses of Park Property and Facilities 
 
1. No person may use or occupy park property to sleep, store property or for any other purpose when done in a 
manner that obstructs or prevents others from its use and enjoyment. A violation of this provision is 
a misdemeanor.   
 

2. No person may build a fire in a park during official burn bans or where fire restrictions are otherwise imposed. All 
fires must be contained to designated fireplaces and park-supplied barbecue pits. 
 

3. Where the park board has provided for the collection of fees, rents or charges for the use of park facilities, 
including municipal golf courses, no person may enter upon or use such park facilities without paying such 
required fees, rents or charges. 
 

4. No person may be in a City park during the hours of closure without the express permission of the director of the 
parks department or his or her designee. All City parks shall be closed from ten p.m. to six a.m., except 
Riverfront Park, which shall be closed from midnight to six a.m. throughout the year. 
 

5. No person may sell or barter any goods or services without prior permission of the director of the parks 
department or his or her designee. 

 
K. No person may violate such rules and regulations as may from time to time be promulgated by the park board or the 
director of parks and recreation pursuant to and in supplementation of the City Charter and this code. 

 
Section 4. That SMC section 16A.61.550 is amended to read as follows: 
 
16A.61.550  Violations as Traffic Infractions 
 
Failure to perform any act required or the performance of any act prohibited by this Chapter relating to traffic including 
but not limited to ((parking, standing, stopping and)) bicycle and pedestrian offenses is designated as a traffic infraction 
and may not be charged as a criminal offense. 
 
Section 5. That SMC section 16A.61.564 is amended to read as follows: 
 
16A.61.564  ((Parking Restricted for)) Snow Removal or Other Street Needs 
 
A. ((It is unlawful for any person to)) No person shall park, or leave parked, a vehicle upon any street or highway within 
the City of Spokane after public notice has been given by the City by way of press, radio, and/or television, or by 
other notice to the occupants in the neighborhood, that the City intends to remove snow there from. 
 

B. ((It is unlawful for any person to)) No person shall park, or leave parked, a vehicle upon any street or highway within 
the City of Spokane after public notice has been given by the City by way of press, radio, and/or television, or by 
other notice to the occupants in the neighborhood, that street construction, sweeping, maintenance or repair, 
building relocations/moves or special permitted events that will take place in the street. 

 
((C. A vehicle parked in violation of this section may be impounded and towed away by the City or the City's contractor.)) 
 
Section 6. That SMC section 16A.61.567 is amended to read as follows: 
 
16A.61.567  Prohibited Parking Practices 
 
((A. No person shall stand or park a vehicle upon any roadway for the purpose of displaying it for sale or for advertising 
purposes, or for lubricating or repairing the vehicle, except repairs necessitated by emergency. 
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B. No person may park a vehicle displaying vehicle registration tabs which have been expired for more than forty-five 
days upon any public street. Violation may result in immediate impound pursuant to RCW 46.55.240.)) 

 
((C.)) No person may park a vehicle with registration tabs improperly displayed upon any public street. Proper display of 
tabs is pursuant to WAC 308-96A-295, where tabs depicting the current registration expiration month and year must 
be displayed on the rear vehicle license plate in the area designated on the license plate. 

 
Section 7. That SMC section 16A.61.570 is amended to read as follows: 
 
16A.61.570  Stopping, Standing, or Parking Prohibited in Specified Places ï Reserving Portion of Highway 
Prohibited 
 
((A. Except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic, or in compliance with law or the directions of a police 
officer or official traffic control device, no person shall: 

 
1. stop, stand, or park a vehicle partly or completely: 

 
a. on the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge or curb of a street; 
 
b. on a sidewalk, street planting strip, or pedestrian strip, as defined in SMC 12.01.0804; 
 
c. within an intersection; 
 
d. on a crosswalk; 
 
e. between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or within thirty feet of points on the curb immediately opposite 
the ends of a safety zone, unless official signs or markings indicate a different no-parking area opposite the 
ends of a safety zone; 

 
f. alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when stopping, standing, or parking would 
obstruct traffic; 

 
g. upon any bridge or other elevated structure upon a highway or within a highway tunnel; 
 
h. on any railroad tracks; 
 
i. in the area between roadways of a divided highway including crossovers; or 
 
j. at any place where official signs prohibit stopping, standing, or parking in violation of the restrictions of said 
sign. 

 
k. in a bicycle lane that has been indicated by signage or striping. 

 
2. stand or park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except momentarily to pick up or discharge a passenger or 
passengers: 

 
a. in front of a public or private driveway, public alley, or within five (5) feet of the end of the curb radius leading 
thereto; 

 
b. within fifteen (15) feet of a fire hydrant; 
 
c. within twenty (20) feet of a marked crosswalk; 
 
d. within thirty (30) feet upon the approach to any flashing signal, stop sign, yield sign, or traffic control signal 
located at the side of a roadway; 

 
e. within twenty (20) feet of the driveway entrance to any fire station and on the side of a street opposite the 
entrance to any fire station, within seventy-five (75) feet of the entrance when properly signposted; 

 
f. at any place where official signs prohibit standing or parking in violation of the restrictions of said signs; or 
 
g. in a no-parking area at Spokane International Airport as designated by the airport board. 

 
3. park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except momentarily for the purpose of and while actually engaged in 
loading or unloading property or passengers: 
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a. within fifty (50) feet of the nearest rail of a railroad crossing, or 
 
b. at any place where official signs prohibit or limit parking in violation of the restrictions of said sign. 

 
B. Parking or standing shall be permitted in the manner provided by law at all other places, except a time limit may be 
imposed or parking restricted at other places, but any limitation and restriction shall be by City ordinance or County 
resolution or order of the secretary of transportation upon highways under their respective jurisdictions.)) 

 
((C.)) No person shall move a vehicle not lawfully under his control into any prohibited area or away from a curb a 
distance that is unlawful. (RCW 46.61.570(3). 

 
((D. It shall be unlawful for any person to reserve or attempt to reserve any portion of a highway for the purpose of 
stopping, standing or parking to the exclusion of any other like person, nor shall any person be granted this right. 

 
E. Violation of SMC 16A.61.570(A)(1) or (2) may result in immediate impound if the vehicle impedes safe passage or 
poses a threat to public safety. 

 
F. Violation of SMC 16A.61.570(A)(2)(f) with tow away signage posted may result in immediate impound. 
 
G. Violation of RCW 46.16A.030 (Registration and display of plates requiredðPenaltiesðExpired registration, 
impoundment) may result in immediate impound.)) 

 
Section 8. That SMC section 16A.61.5703 is amended to read as follows: 
 
16A.61.5703 ((Commercial)) Special Loading Zones 
 
((A. Occupying Commercial Loading Zone ï When Prohibited. 
 
It is unlawful for any vehicle, other than an authorized and identified vehicle that is then and there being used in 
commerce or trade, to occupy any commercial loading zone within the City during the hours indicated on the signs 
marking the zones. Violation may result in immediate impound if the vehicle impedes the authorized use of the zone 
and tow away signage is posted. 

 
B. Permit for Authorized Vehicles ï Conditions for Issuance. 
 
Permits for authorized vehicles shall be issued by the City upon application therefore and the paying of the fee as 
established in SMC 8.02.083. The application for the permit shall identify the vehicle and owner thereof as is set out 
in the Washington State vehicle registration certificate for the vehicle; the license plate number thereof; the name 
and nature of the business performed in commerce or trade to which use the vehicle has been assigned; a 
statement by the owner, or authorized agent thereof, that the vehicle is a commercial vehicle and is used exclusively 
for commercial purposes during business hours of eight a.m. to six p.m. 

 
C. Permit. 
 
The permit shall have an exclusive file number; contain the name and address of the owner and the identification of 
the vehicle as is set out in the Washington State vehicle registration certificate for the vehicle; the license plate 
number thereof; the name and nature of the business performed in commerce or trade to which use the vehicle has 
been assigned; and shall be present within or upon the vehicle at all times when occupying a commercial loading 
zone, and shall be displayed to any officer or person authorized to enforce the parking laws of the City upon 
request therefore. 

 
D. Identifying Sign. 
 
The City shall issue to the applicant, with the permit, an identifying decal which shall be prominently displayed on the 
vehicle for which it was issued, in the vehicleôs front windshield at the lower left-hand corner. The identifying decal 
shall be in the form prescribed by regulation by the street director. 

 
E. Out-of-state Vehicles ï Permits. 
 
Any vehicle licensed and registered in a state other than the State of Washington will qualify for a permit by 
providing in the application therefore the identifying information that would be required and provided in a Washington 
State vehicle registration certificate. 

 
F. Permit ï Annual ï Special Permits. 
 



460 O  G , S , WA M  26, 2021 

 

Each permit issued shall be valid until December 31st of the year in which it was issued except that the street 
director, in limited and exceptional circumstances involving a vehicle performing a commercial service that is 
isolated and limited to a single occasion, may issue a special permit for a period not to exceed twenty-four hours. 

 
G. Use of Loading Zones ï Time Limitations. 
 
1. Commercial loading zones shall be for exclusive use by commercial vehicles in loading and unloading 
commodities in trade or commerce during the hours indicated on the signs marking the zones. During these 
hours the zones are designated as commercial loading zones. At all other hours and times loading zones shall 
be for general use under the parking regulations applicable to the district in which they are located. 

 
2. No vehicle shall occupy a commercial loading zone other than for expeditious loading and unloading of 
commodities. No vehicle shall occupy a commercial loading zone for more than thirty consecutive minutes; 
provided the street director may grant special permission in exceptional cases requiring additional time for 
loading and unloading.)) 

 
((3.)) A. Permits for creating special loading zones for use by commercial vehicles and vehicles while engaged in 
services in conjunction with public utilities, construction and maintenance, and special parking zones for use by 
official clearly identifiable news media vehicles and clearly identified vehicles of charitable nonprofit service 
organizations and vehicles qualifying for an Entertainment Parking District (EPD) privilege as provided in 
((16A.61.5903)) SMC 16A.04.100(G) may be issued by the ((street director)) Parking Manager, in accordance with 
rules and regulations established by the ((director)) Parking Manager. 

 
((4.)) B. ((Parking meter bags provided by the street director)) An approved special loading zone shall be established and 
designated by meter hood, temporary sign(s), barricade(s), or other device approved by the Parking Manager ((shall 
be)) and used by the permittees to create, in the case of commercial vehicles, a special loading zone in a regular 
parking space for a time period normally not exceeding thirty minutes for the purpose of expeditiously loading and 
unloading commodities, and in the case of news media vehicles a special parking zone in a regular parking space 
for a period normally not exceeding one hour for the purpose of news reporting activities, and in the case of 
charitable nonprofit service organizations a special parking zone in a regular parking space for a period normally not 
exceeding one hour for the purpose of performing charitable services for the benefit of the inhabitants of the City. 
((Use of EPD bags by qualifying vehicles shall not exceed the time necessary to support the operational and parking 
needs to support an entertainment venue. The parking meter bags in this subsection shall not be placed on meters 
in loading or restricted zones or on meters of less than a one-hour time limit and shall contain thereon a card which 
identifies the permittee and the date and time of placement of the bag. Parking meter bags shall be locked in place 
by the permittee.)) 

 
C. Use of EPD special loading zones by qualifying vehicles shall not exceed the time necessary to support the 
operational and parking needs to support an entertainment venue.  

 
D. Special loading zones shall not be established in loading or restricted zones or in paid parking zone spaces of less 
than a one-hour time limit and shall contain thereon a card which identifies the permittee and the date and time of 
the special loading zone.  

 
((5.)) E. Vehicles lawfully parked at ((metered spot)) a paid parking space in a special loading zone at the time a ((meter 
bag is placed)) special loading zone is established are not in violation of this section until the applicable parking time 
for the vehicle has expired.  

 
F. EPD special loading zones are only valid within the EPD. Permittees of EPD special loading zones are responsible 
to designate unauthorized vehicles to an authorized law enforcement officer and must agree to indemnify and hold 
harmless the City and its agents against all loss or liability because of a wrongful impound or any claims 
related thereto. 

 
((H.)) G. Violation of proper ((parking meter bag)) special loading zone use shall result in the ((bag)) meter hood, 
temporary sign(s), barricade(s), or other device approved by the Parking Manager being removed from the ((meter)) 
space, cancellation of the permit, and forfeiture of ((the bag)) any deposit. Rates to be charged for ((parking meter 
bags)) special loading zones shall be as set out in ((SMC 8.02.083)) the City of Spokane Parking Fee Schedule 
(SMC 08.02.083(A)). 

 
((I. An official vehicle of the United States Postal Service will be regarded as an ñauthorized and identifiedò vehicle while 
occupying a commercial loading zone for the purpose of mail delivery or collection for up to fifteen minutes.)) 

 
Section 9. That SMC section 16A.61.5703 is amended to read as follows: 
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16A.61.787  Sidewalk Riding and Parking Regulated 
 
A. No person may ride a bicycle or non-motorized vehicle upon any sidewalk or other pedestrian way within the retail 
((zone of the congested ))district of the City as defined by ((SMC 16A.04.010 and SMC 16A.04.020)) SMC 
16A.04.100(E) and SMC 16A.04.100(U), provided that nothing contained herein shall be construed to prohibit the 
riding of a bicycle or non-motorized vehicle upon any sidewalk or other pedestrian way within any area other than 
the retail ((zone of the congested ))district of the City. 
 

B. Whenever any person is riding a bicycle or non-motorized vehicle upon a sidewalk or other pedestrian way of the 
City, the persons shall yield the right-of-way to all pedestrians and shall give an audible signal before overtaking and 
passing any pedestrian. 
 

C. Whenever any person is riding a bicycle or non-motorized vehicle upon a sidewalk or other pedestrian way of the 
City, the person shall at all times exercise due care to avoid colliding with any pedestrian and shall operate the same 
in a careful and prudent manner and at a rate of speed no greater than is reasonable and proper under the 
conditions existing at the point of operation, taking into account the amount and condition of surface. When, because 
of the width of the sidewalk or other pedestrian way or the amount of pedestrian traffic thereon, riding a bicycle on 
the sidewalk or other pedestrian way would endanger or unreasonably inconvenience pedestrians, the person shall 
stop and dismount from the bicycle. 
 

D. No person shall place a bicycle or non-motorized vehicle upon a sidewalk or other pedestrian way in a manner as to 
obstruct reasonable pedestrian traffic and/or vehicular traffic emerging from alleys or driveways. 
 

E. "Non-motorized vehicle" means any wheeled vehicle for transporting a person which is not propelled by a motor or 
engine, including skateboards, roller skates, in-line roller blades or coasters. This does not apply to wagons, 
strollers, wheelchairs or assisted transportation devices. 
 

F. This section does not apply in Riverfront Park or to the Centennial Trail. 
 

G. This section does not apply to law enforcement personnel patrolling on bicycles. 
 
Section 10. That there is adopted a new chapter 16A.05 to title 16A of the Spokane Municipal Code to read as follows: 
 
Chapter 16A.05 
Stopping, Standing, Parking, and Loading Regulations 
 
Sections: 
 
16A.05.010  Advertising 
16A.05.020  Alley - Loading 
16A.05.030  Angle Parking  
16A.05.040  Bicycle Lane 
16A.05.050  Bus Zone 
16A.05.060  Commercial Loading Zones 
16A.05.070  Crosswalk ï Approach 
16A.05.080  CrosswalkðOn 
16A.05.090  Disabled Parking ï Free Parking by Disabled Persons 
16A.05.100  Disabled Parking ï Indication of Parking Space for Disabled Persons ï Failure, Penalty 
16A.05.110  Disabled Parking ï Special Parking for Persons with Disabilities 
16A.05.120  Disabled Parking ï Special Plate or Card Issued by Another Jurisdiction 
16A.05.130  Divided Highway 
16A.05.140  Double Parking 
16A.05.150  Driveway or Alley Entrance 
16A.05.160  Excavation or Obstruction 
16A.05.170  Fire Hydrant 
16A.05.180  Fire Lane 
16A.05.190  Fire Station 
16A.05.200  Flashing Signal - Approach 
16A.05.210  Intersection 
16A.05.220  Junk Vehicle 
16A.05.230  Motorcycle or Scooter Parking 
16A.05.240  Obstructing Traffic 
16A.05.250  Paid Parking Zone ï Illegal Use of Parking Payment Device 
16A.05.260  Paid Parking Zone ï Obstruction of Paid Parking Device 
16A.05.270  Paid Parking Zone ï Parking Payment Device Indication 
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16A.05.280  Paid Parking Zone ï Payment Required 
16A.05.290  Parallel Parking 
16A.05.300  Parking Stalls 
16A.05.310  Parking Time Limited 
16A.05.320  Pedestrian Buffer Strip 
16A.05.330  Permit Zones  
16A.05.340  Police Vehicles Only 
16A.05.350  Posted Signs  
16A.05.360  Provisions of Chapter Prohibit Stopping, Standing, or Parking ï Exceptions 
16A.05.370  Public Safety Hazard 
16A.05.380  Railroad Tracks 
16A.05.390  Railroad Tracks - Loading 
16A.05.400  Reserve Portion of a Highway 
16A.05.410  Safety Zone 
16A.05.420  Sidewalk 
16A.05.430  Spokane International Airport 
16A.05.440  Stop Sign - Approach 
16A.05.450  Taxicab Zones 
16A.05.460  Temporary No Parking Zone 
16A.05.470  Traffic Control Signal - Approach 
16A.05.480  Vehicle Repairs 
16A.05.490  Yield Sign ï Approach 
 
16A.05.010  Advertising or For Sale 
 
No person shall stand or park a vehicle upon any public right-of-way for the purpose of displaying it for advertising or for 
sale purposes. 
 
16A.05.020  Alley - Loading 
 
A. No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle in any alley except for the purpose of, and while actually and actively 
engaged in, the expeditious loading and unloading of commodities, and where there is a driver willing to move the 
same, and in instances only for a period not to exceed thirty consecutive minutes.  
 

B. No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle so as to prevent the free passage of other vehicles through an alley 
except upon written permission by the Parking Manager.  

 
16A.05.030  Angle Parking 
 
No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle backed to the curb or at an angle to the curb on any public street or 
highway in the City of Spokane, unless otherwise posted.  
 
16A.05.040  Bicycle Lane 
 
No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle partially or completely in a bicycle lane that has been indicated by signage 
or striping. 
 
16A.05.050  Bus Zone 
 
No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle other than authorized buses in a zone established for such specific use as 
indicated by signage or striping. 
 
16A.05.060  Commercial Loading Zones 
 
A. No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle except an authorized and identified commercial vehicle during the 
hours indicated on the signs marking the zones. 
 

B. No person shall stop, stand, or park an authorized and identified commercial vehicle in a signed commercial loading 
zone for any purpose or length of time other than for the active and expeditious loading and unloading of 
commodities. In no case shall the stopping, standing, or parking exceed thirty minutes. 

 
16A.05.070  Crosswalk ï Approach 
 
No person shall stand or park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except momentarily to pick up or discharge a 
passenger or passengers within twenty (20) feet of a crosswalk. (RCW 46.61.570(1)(b)(iii)) 
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16A.05.080  CrosswalkðOn 
 
No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle on a crosswalk. (RCW 46.61.570(1)(a)(iv)) 
 
16A.05.090  Disabled Parking ï Free Parking by Disabled Persons 
 
A. In accord with the authority of RCW 46.19.050(5), as to on-street parking places reserved for persons with physical 
disabilities without parking payment devices, the time limit for free parking is four hours for vehicles displaying a 
placard or special license plate issued under RCW 46.19.010, where such four-hour limit is posted. 
 
1. In addition, as to non-reserved on-street parking spaces, including those with parking payment devices, 
notwithstanding parking limits otherwise applicable, the time limit for free parking is four hours for vehicles 
displaying a placard or special license plate issued under RCW 46.19.010, where such four hour limit is posted. 
 

2. Where a parking payment device allows time in excess of four hours, payment shall be required to initiate paid 
parking time at the expiration of the first four hours allowed free of charge.  

 
B. Where the four-hour limit is not posted for vehicles with the placard or license plate above referenced, any person 
who meets the criteria for special parking privileges under RCW 46.19.010 shall be allowed free of charge to park a 
vehicle being used to transport that person for unlimited periods of time in parking zones or areas including zones or 
areas with parking payment devices which are otherwise restricted as to the length of time parking is permitted. This 
section or RCW 46.61.582 does not apply to those zones or areas in which the stopping, parking, or standing of all 
vehicles is prohibited or which are reserved for special types of vehicles. The person shall obtain and display a 
special placard or license plate under RCW 46.19.010 to be eligible for the privileges under this section. 

 
16A.05.100  Disabled Parking ï Indication of Parking Space for Disabled Persons ï Failure, Penalty 
 
A. A parking space or stall for a person with a disability shall be indicated by a vertical sign with the international 
symbol of access, whose colors are white on a blue background, described under RCW 70.92.120. The sign may 
include additional language such as, but not limited to, an indication of the amount of the monetary penalty defined 
in RCW 46.16.381 for parking in the space without a valid permit. 
 

B. Failure of the person owning or controlling the property where required parking spaces are located to erect and 
maintain the sign is a class 2 civil infraction under Chapter 7.80 RCW for each parking space that should be so 
designated. The person owning or controlling the property where the required parking spaces are located shall 
ensure that the parking spaces are not blocked or made inaccessible, and failure to do so is a class 2 civil infraction. 

 
16A.05.110  Disabled Parking ï Special Parking for Persons with Disabilities 
 
A. Any unauthorized use (RCW 46.19.050(2)) of the special placard or special license plate issued under RCW 
46.18.235 or RCW 46.19.010, or identification card is a parking infraction. In addition to any penalty or fine imposed 
under this subsection, two hundred dollars shall be assessed. 
 

B. It is a parking infraction for a person to park in, block, or otherwise make inaccessible the access aisle located next 
to a space reserved for persons with physical disabilities or the space itself. In addition to any penalty or fine 
imposed under this subsection, two hundred dollars shall be assessed. The clerk of the court shall report all 
violations related to this subsection to the Washington State department of motor vehicles. 
 

C. It is a parking infraction for any person to park a vehicle in a parking place provided on private property without charge 
or on public property reserved for persons with physical disabilities without a placard or special license plate issued 
under RCW 46.18.235 or RCW 46.19.010. In addition to any penalty or fine imposed under this subsection, two 
hundred dollars shall be assessed. If a person is charged with a violation, the person shall not be determined to have 
committed an infraction if the person produces in court or before the court appearance the placard or special license 
plate issued under RCW 46.18.235 or RCW 46.19.010 required under this section. The time limit for on-street parking 
places reserved for physically disabled persons without parking payment devices is four hours for qualified vehicles 
unless a longer time would otherwise apply for the use of these parking places. The time limit for the use of non-
reserved, on-street parking spaces by vehicles displaying the special parking placards is four hours unless a longer 
time would otherwise apply. All time restrictions applicable under this subsection must be clearly posted. 
 

D. It is a parking infraction, with monetary penalty of two hundred fifty dollars, to fail to fully display a placard or special 
license plate issued under this Chapter while parked in a public place on private property without charge, while 
parked on public property reserved for persons with physical disabilities, or while parking free of charge as allowed 
under RCW 46.61.582. In addition to any penalty or fine imposed under this subsection, two hundred dollars must be 
assessed, for a total of four hundred fifty dollars. For the purpose of this subsection, ñfully displayò means hanging or 
placing the placard or special license plate so that the full face of the placard or license plate is visible, including the 
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serial number and expiration date of the license plate or placard. If a person is charged with a violation of this 
subsection, that person will not be determined to have committed an infraction if the person produces in court or 
before the court appearance a valid identification card issued to that person under RCW 46.19.010. 
 

E. Allocation of Assessments and Fines. 
 
1. The assessment imposed under subsections (A), (B), (C), and (D) of this section shall be allocated as follows: 

 
a. One hundred dollars shall be deposited in the accessible communities account created in 
RCW 50.40.071; and 

 
b. One hundred dollars shall be deposited in the multimodal transportation account under RCW 47.66.070 for 
the sole purpose of supplementing a grant program for special needs transportation provided by transit 
agencies and nonprofit providers of transportation that is administered by the department of transportation. 

 
2. Any reduction in any penalty or fine and assessment imposed under subsections (A), (B), (C), and (D) of this 
section shall be applied proportionally between the penalty or fine and the assessment. When a reduced penalty 
is imposed under subsection (A), (B), (C), and (D) of this section, the amount deposited in the accounts 
identified in this subsection shall be reduced equally and proportionally. 
 

3. The penalty or fine amounts imposed under subsections (A), (B), (C), and (D) of this section shall be used by the 
City exclusively for law enforcement. The court may also impose an additional penalty sufficient to reimburse the 
City for any costs it may have incurred in removal and storage of the improperly parked vehicle.  

 
F. It is a traffic infraction for any person willfully to obtain a special license plate issued under RCW 46.19.010 or 
RCW 46.18.235 placard, or identification card in a manner other than that established under RCW 46.19.010. 

 
G. For second or subsequent violations of this section, in addition to a monetary fine, the violator must complete a 
minimum of forty hours of: 

 
1. community restitution for a nonprofit organization that serves persons with disabilities or disabling diseases; or 

 
2. any other community restitution that may sensitize the violator to the needs and obstacles faced by persons who 
have disabilities. 

 
H. The court may not suspend more than one-half of any fine imposed under subsections (A), (B), (C), (D), or (E) of 
this section.  
 

I. A violation of this section is a class 1 infraction under SMC 01.02.950. 
 
16A.05.120  Disabled Parking ï Special Plate or Card Issued by Another Jurisdiction 
 
A special license plate or card issued by another state or country that indicates an occupant of the vehicle is disabled, 
entitles the vehicle on or in which it is displayed and being used to transport the disabled person to the same overtime 
parking privileges granted under this Chapter to a vehicle with a similar special license plate or card issued by this state. 
 
16A.05.130  Divided Highway 
 
No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle in the area between roadways of a divided highway including crossovers. 
(RCW 46.61.570(1)(a)(ix)) 
 
16A.05.140  Double Parking 
 
No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle on the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge or curb 
of a street. (RCW 46.61.570(1)(a)(i)) 
 
16A.05.150  Driveway or Alley Entrance 
 
No person shall stand or park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except momentarily to pick up or discharge a 
passenger or passengers, in front of a public or private driveway within a street or alley or in front of or in an alley 
entrance or within five feet (5') of the end of a constructed driveway return or alley entrance return, or if none, within five 
feet (5') of the projection of the edge of the driveway or alley. 
 
16A.05.160  Excavation or Obstruction 
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No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when stopping, 
standing, or parking would obstruct traffic. (RCW 46.61.570(1)(a)(vi)) 
 
16A.05.170  Fire Hydrant 
 
No person shall stand or park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except momentarily to pick up or discharge a 
passenger or passengers, within fifteen (15) feet of a fire hydrant. (RCW 46.61.570(1)(b)(ii)) 
 
16A.05.180  Fire Lane 
 
No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle in a fire lane. 
 
16A.05.190  Fire Station 
 
No person shall stand or park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except momentarily to pick up or discharge a 
passenger or passengers within twenty (20) feet of the driveway entrance to any fire station and on the side of a street 
opposite the entrance to any fire station, within seventy-five (75) feet of said  entrance when properly signposted. 
(RCW 46.61.570(1)(b)(v)) 
 
16A.05.200  Flashing Signal - Approach 
 
No person shall stand or park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except momentarily to pick up or discharge a 
passenger or passengers within thirty (30) feet upon the approach to any flashing signal located at the side of the 
roadway. (RCW 46.61.570(1)(b)(iv)) 
 
16A.05.210  Intersection 
 
No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle within an intersection. (RCW 46.61.570(1)(a)(iii)) 
 
16A.05.220  Junk Vehicle 
 
No person shall park a junk vehicle, as defined in SMC 10.16.010(F), upon any public right-of-way. 
 
16A.05.230  Motorcycle or Scooter Parking 
 
A. No person shall stop, stand, or park any vehicle except a motorcycle or scooter in a stall signed exclusively for 
motorcycle or scooter parking.  

 
B. Motorcycles or scooters must park within the stalls and be reasonably secured from tipping over, facing either 
towards or away from the curb. 

 
16A.05.240  Obstructing Traffic 
 
No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle upon any street or highway within the City unattended in a position that it 
constitutes an obstruction to traffic, blocks the use of a fire hydrant, or constitutes a danger to travel. 
 
16A.05.250  Paid Parking Zone ï Illegal Use of Parking Payment Device 
 
No person shall tamper with or open any parking payment device, deposit or cause to be deposited in any parking 
payment device any slug, button, or any other device or substance as substitutes for legal tender of the United States, 
counterfeit or alter any parking receipt, or tamper with a parking payment device to show payment during a time for 
which no payment was made. 
 
16A.05.260  Paid Parking Zone ï Obstruction of Paid Parking Device  
 
No vehicle or other property may obstruct access to a parking payment device in a manner which prevents deposit of 
payment in the parking payment device, visibility of the parking payment device instructions or time limit, or visibility of 
any posted signage. A vehicle or other property in violation of this section is hereby declared to be a nuisance and is 
subject to summary abatement. 
 
16A.05.270  Paid Parking Zone ï Parking Payment Device Indication 
 
No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle in any parking space while the parking payment device is displaying a 
signal indicating ñno parkingò (by symbol or words). 
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16A.05.280  Paid Parking Zone ï Payment Required 
 
A. No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle in a parking space regulated by a parking payment device, up to the 
maximum legal parking time, unless:  

 
1. Valid payment has been made at a parking payment device;  

 
2. Required information has been correctly provided, such as zone number, parking space or meter number, or 
vehicle information including license plate number and state; and, 
 

3. Payment is made immediately. 
 

a. The prohibitions of this Section shall not apply to: 
 
i. The act of parking; and, 
 
ii. The necessary time required to activate the time on a parking payment device. 

 
B. The restrictions of this Section shall not apply on legal parking holidays as defined in SMC 16A.04.100(M) except 
where otherwise indicated on the parking payment device or posted signage on the block face, or portions thereof, 
or for individual parking spaces. 

 
16A.05.290  Parallel Parking 
 
A. No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle upon a roadway other than with the wheels parallel to and within 
twelve inches of the curb or as close as practicable to the edge of the shoulder. 
 

B. No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle upon a public right-of-way other than with the direction of authorized 
traffic movement. 

 
16A.05.300  Parking Stalls 
 
No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle across established lines or markings or to park a vehicle in a position 
where the vehicle is not entirely within the area designated by established lines or markings.  
 
16A.05.310  Parking Time Limited  
 
A. No person shall stop, stand, or park a passenger vehicle, as defined in SMC 16A.04.100(R), for a continuous 
seventy-two (72) hour period on any one block face upon any public right-of-way in this City located within any area 
not inclusive of the Paid Parking Zone (SMC 16A.04.100(K)), unless a City-approved posted sign provides a shorter 
period of time. 
 

B. No person shall stop, stand, or park any non-passenger vehicle (NPV), as defined in SMC 16A.04.100(J), for longer 
than twenty-four (24) continuous hours for loading or unloading on any one block face upon any public right-of-way 
in this City located within any area not inclusive of the Paid Parking Zone (SMC 16A.04.100(K)), unless a City-
approved posted sign provides a shorter period of time. 

 
C. No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle for a continuous twenty-four (24) hour period on any one block face 
upon any public street or highway in this City located within the Paid Parking Zone as identified in SMC 16A.04.100
(K), unless a City-approved posted sign or parking payment device indication provides a shorter period of time. 

 
D. Where parking time is limited as indicated on a parking payment device or by posted signage, no person shall stop, 
stand, or park a vehicle beyond the maximum time allowed, irrespective of any payment made.  

 
1. Where the parking time limit is greater than 30 minutes, no person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle on the 
same block face beyond the maximum time allowed, irrespective of any payment made, and are required to 
move off of the block face until the next calendar day. 

 
16A.05.320  Pedestrian Buffer Strip 
 
No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle partially or completely on a pedestrian buffer strip as defined in 
SMC 17A.020.160(G). 
 
 
 
 



M  26, 2021 O  G , S , WA 467  

 

16A.05.330  Permit Zones 
 

A. No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle in violation of the posted or marked restrictions or when a permit or 
other authorization issued by the city is required as a condition for parking unless a City-issued parking permit 
pursuant to Chapter 16A.06 SMC is displayed.  

 
B. It shall be a violation of this section if: 
 
1. The City-issued parking permit does not match the vehicle; 

 
2. The zone permit does not match the zone where vehicle is parked; or, 

 
3. The vehicle is parked beyond the time limit of the permit. 

 
16A.05.340  Police Vehicles Only 
 
Except an authorized police vehicle, no person shall stop, stand, or park in zones posted no parking police vehicles only.  
 
16A.05.350  Posted Signs 
 
No person shall: 
 
A. Stop, stand, or park a vehicle at any place where official signs prohibit stopping; 

 
B. Stand or park a vehicle at any place where official signs prohibit standing; or 

 
C. Park a vehicle at any place where official signs prohibit parking. 
 
16A.05.360  Provisions of Chapter Prohibit Stopping, Standing, or Parking ï Exceptions 
 
A. Except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic, or in compliance with law or the directions of a police 
officer or official traffic control device, no person shall stop, stand, or park per the provisions of this Chapter.     
(RCW 46.61.570) 
 

B. Parking or standing shall be permitted in the manner provided by law at all other places, except a time limit may be 
imposed or parking restricted at other places, but any limitation and restriction shall be by City ordinance or County 
resolution or order of the secretary of transportation upon highways under their respective jurisdictions. 
(RCW 46.61.570(2)) 

 
16A.05.370  Public Safety Hazard 
 
No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle in a manner which creates a public safety hazard. 
 
16A.05.380  Railroad Tracks 
 
No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle on any railroad tracks. (RCW 46.61.570(1)(a)(viii)) 
 
16A.05.390  Railroad Tracks - Loading 
 
No person shall park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except momentarily for the purpose of and while actually 
engaged in loading or unloading property or passengers within fifty (50) feet of the nearest rail of a railroad crossing. 
 
16A.05.400  Reserve Portion of a Highway 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to reserve or attempt to reserve any portion of a highway for the purpose of stopping, 
standing or parking to the exclusion of any other like person, nor shall any person be granted such right.                  
(RCW 46.61.570(4)) 
 
16A.05.410  Safety Zone 
 
No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or within thirty feet of points 
on the curb immediately opposite the ends of a safety zone, unless official signs or markings indicate a different no-
parking area opposite the ends of a safety zone. (RCW 46.61.570(1)(a)(v)) 
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16A.05.420  Sidewalk 
 

No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle partially or completely on or over a sidewalk.  
 

16A.05.430  Spokane International Airport 
 

No person shall stand or park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except momentarily to pick up or discharge a 
passenger or passengers in a no-parking area at Spokane International Airport as designated by the airport board. 
 
16A.05.440  Stop Sign - Approach 
 

No person shall stand or park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except momentarily to pick up or discharge a 
passenger or passengers within thirty (30) feet upon the approach to any stop sign located at the side of the roadway. 
(RCW 46.61.570(1)(b)(iv)) 
 
16A.05.450  Taxicab Zones 
 

No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle other than a taxicab within any space reserved for taxicabs. 
 

16A.05.460  Temporary No Parking Zone 
 
A. No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle in a parking space where an approved temporary no parking zone has 
been established and designated by meter hood, temporary sign(s), barricade(s), or other device approved by the 
Parking Manager except for vehicles displaying a temporary no parking zone permit (SMC 16A.06.060). 
 

B. A temporary no parking zone will only become valid and enforceable if the zone has been established with signage 
for at least 24 hours giving notice that a vehicle will be removed if illegally parked in the zone and where such 
vehicle is interfering with the proper and intended use of such zones. 

 

16A.05.470  Traffic Control Signal - Approach 
 

No person shall stand or park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except momentarily to pick up or discharge a 
passenger or passengers within thirty (30) feet upon the approach to any traffic control signal located at the side of the 
roadway. (RCW 46.61.570(1)(b)(iv)) 
 

16A.05.480  Vehicle Repairs 
 

No person shall stand or park a vehicle upon any public right-of-way for lubricating or repairing the vehicle, except 
repairs necessitated by emergency. 
 
16A.05.490  Yield Sign - Approach 
 
No person shall stand or park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except momentarily to pick up or discharge a 
passenger or passengers within thirty (30) feet upon the approach to any yield sign located at the side of the roadway. 
(RCW 46.61.570(1)(b)(iv)) 
 
Section 11. That there is adopted a new chapter 16A.06 to title 16A of the Spokane Municipal Code to read as follows: 
 
Chapter 16A.06 
Parking Permits 
 
Sections: 
 
16A.06.010  Permits ï Generally 
16A.06.020  Commercial Loading Zone Parking Permits 
16A.06.030  Service Parking Permit 
16A.06.040  Entertainment Event Exemption Permit 
16A.06.050  Temporary No Parking Zone Parking Permit 
16A.06.060  Temporary Curb Space Parking Permits 
16A.06.070  Downtown Residential Parking District (DRPD) Permits 
 
16A.06.010  Permits ï Generally 
 

A. Purpose. 
 
A parking permit may be issued to allow a vehicle to legally park in violation of specific parking regulations. A parking 
permit may apply in a designated parking district or zone, paid parking space, or elsewhere depending on the 
specifications of the permit.  
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B. Authority. 
 
The Parking Manager is hereby authorized to administer a system for the issuance of parking permits and to collect 
fees therefor. 

 
C. Application. 
 
1. Application for any parking permit required by this Chapter shall be made to Parking Services on forms provided 
for such purpose.  

 
2. All parking permit applications shall include, at minimum the following information: 

 
a. The name, address, and other current contact information for the applicant; 
 
b. The license plate number and make, model and year of the vehicle for which the parking permit is sought; 
 
c. A statement signed and sworn by the applicant, under penalty of perjury, that all information submitted is 
complete, true and accurate to the best of their knowledge; and 

 
d. A copy of the current vehicle registration. 

 
3. The Parking Manager may deny a parking permit application based on a demonstrated history of improper use 
by the applicant during the previous 12 months.  

 
D. Outstanding Citations. 
 
Outstanding citations must be resolved prior to the issuance of any parking permit type.  

 
E. Fees. 
 
Parking permits for authorized vehicles shall be issued, pending approval by the Parking Manager, by the City upon 
application therefore and the paying of the fee as established in the City of Spokane Parking Fee Schedule 
(SMC 08.02.083(A)). 

 
F. Proper Display of Parking Permit. 
 
Parking permits shall be properly displayed as directed by the City. 

 
G. Maximum Number of Parking Permits Issued. 
 
The parking manger may limit the number of any type or zone parking permit. 

 
H. Prohibition. 
 
1. The provisions of this Chapter do not supersede any other provisions of the Spokane Municipal Code with 
respect to general parking regulations. 
 

2. It is unlawful to falsely represent oneself as eligible for a parking permit under this Chapter or to furnish any false 
information in, or in conjunction with, an application for a parking permit. It shall be unlawful to attempt or to 
reproduce or alter any parking permit issued by the City. 
 

3. Parking permits may be transferred upon review and approval by the Parking Manager. 
 

4. Parking permits may be revoked in the event Parking Services determines that the owner of the vehicle, or the 
vehicle itself, for which a parking permit has been issued no longer meets the eligibility requirements established 
by Parking Services. Upon no longer meeting the eligibility requirements, the holder of the parking permit shall 
surrender such parking permit to Parking Services. 

 
16A.06.020  Commercial Loading Zone Parking Permits 
 
A commercial loading zone parking permit allows parking in any area designated by the parking permit. The parking 
permit may contain restrictions as deemed necessary by the Parking Manager. 
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16A.06.030  Service Parking Permit 
 
A service parking permit allows parking in any area designated by the parking permit. The parking permit may contain 
restrictions as deemed necessary by the Parking Manager. 
 
16A.06.040  Entertainment Event Exemption Permit 
 
An entertainment event exemption permit allows the reservation, and use, of on-street parking spaces during scheduled 
dates and times in an area as approved by the Parking Manager. The parking permit may contain restrictions as deemed 
necessary by the Parking Manager.  
 
16A.06.050  Temporary No Parking Zone Parking Permit 
 
A. A temporary no parking zone permit allows parking within a designated and approved temporary no parking zone 
(SMC 16A.05.460). The parking permit may contain restrictions as deemed necessary by the Parking Manager.  
 

B. Violation of proper temporary no parking zone use shall result in the zone being removed, cancellation of the permit, 
and forfeiture of any deposit. No temporary no parking zones may be issued to an applicant or user who has not 
paid all fees and fines or is otherwise in violation of the conditions of temporary no parking zone use. Additional 
penalties will be assessed on repeat offenders within the same calendar year as established in the City of Spokane 
Parking Fee Schedule (SMC 08.02.083(A)). 

 
16A.06.060  Temporary Curb Space Parking Permits 
 
A. The Parking Manager may authorize temporary curb space parking permits for verified nonprofit organization vehicle 
for use in a temporary no parking zone. The Parking Manager shall not authorize temporary curb space parking 
permits for commercial purposes in the roadway. 
 

B. A temporary curb space parking permit allows parking in any area designated by the parking permit. The parking 
permit may contain restrictions as deemed necessary by the Parking Manager. 

 
16A.06.070  Downtown Residential Parking District (DRPD) Permits 
 
A. Designation of Downtown Residential Parking District. 
 
Residents of multifamily residential properties located within the Paid Parking Zone may purchase parking permits to 
park at designated locations within the Paid Parking Zone without additional payment at the Paid Parking Devices.  

 
B. Administration of Downtown Residential Parking Districts 
 
1. In any DRPD, the Parking Manager may issue parking permits or other means of identification, maintain lists of 
vehicles owned or used by parking permit holders, or adopt any other reasonable means of distinguishing 
vehicles that are validly parked in an DRPD. 

 
a. A parking permit shall not guarantee or reserve to the holder an on-street parking space within the 
designated DRPD. 

 
b. DRPD permits must be used within the assigned, designated area, as instructed by the City. 

 
2. Residency. In addition to the parking permit application and requirements set forth in SMC 16A.06.010, all 
applicants for an DRPD permit shall also demonstrate proof of the applicant's residency within the applicable 
DRPD zone, which may include documented proof that the applicant's vehicle is registered to a residence within 
the DRPD. 

 
3. Authority To Regulate. In order to maintain the integrity of the downtown core, ensure a balanced system with 
multiple competing needs for on-street parking, and properly manage DRPD zones, parking services may: 

 
a. Limit the number of DRPD parking permits issued per household; 
 
b. Limit the total number of parking permits issued within an entire DRPD zone; 
 
c. Charge a fee for DRPD permits before their issuance; and  

 
4. Term. All DRPD parking permits shall be issued with a term not to exceed one year to residents who comply with 
the requirements as set forth in this Chapter. 



M  26, 2021 O  G , S , WA 471  

 

Section 12. That there is adopted a new chapter 16A.07 to title 16A of the Spokane Municipal Code to read as follows: 
 
Chapter 16A.07 
General Provisions, Administration, and Enforcement 
 
Sections: 
 
16A.07.010  Authority of the Parking Manager 
16A.07.020  Violations as Traffic Infractions 
16A.07.030  Penalties 
16A.07.040  Failure to Comply with Notice of Violation 
16A.07.050  Appointment of Registered Disposers 
16A.07.060  Vehicle Immobilization and Impoundment 
16A.07.070  When a Vehicle Is Subject to Immediate Impoundment 
16A.07.080  When a Vehicle May Be Impounded After Notice 
 
16A.07.010  Authority of the Parking Manager  
 
The Parking Manager is hereby authorized to: 
 
A. establish on-street parking rates and time limits according to SMC 08.02.083(B); 

 
B. establish loading zones, safety zones, passenger loading zones, bus stops, taxi zones, and other restricted parking 
places, from time to time, at the locations on the public streets and highways as may be in the interest of public 
safety and convenience, and direct that the same be designated by appropriate signs or other markers to facilitate 
the movement of traffic, to eliminate congestion and danger, and to promote and maintain a more effective use of 
the streets and highways; 
 

C. grant special permissions for loading and unloading in alleys, passenger loading zones, commercial loading zones 
or in city rights-of-way and other city-controlled parking areas under the jurisdiction of the City of Spokane; 
 

D. manage and update the Paid Parking Zone map; 
 

E. direct the installation of parking payment devices in locations within the Paid Parking Zone;  
 

F. impound unauthorized vehicles on public property. 
 
16A.07.020  Violations as Traffic Infractions 
 
Failure to perform any act required or the performance of any act prohibited by this Chapter relating to traffic including 
but not limited to parking, standing, and stopping offenses is designated as a traffic infraction and may not be charged as 
a criminal offense. 
 
16A.07.030  Penalties 
 
The penalties for each violation of the provisions of Chapter 16A.05 SMC shall be as provided in the City of Spokane 
Parking Fee Schedule (SMC 08.02.083(A)). 
 
16A.07.040  Failure to Comply with Notice of Violation 
 
If no response or payment is made within fifteen calendar days of the date of the issuance of the notice of infraction,  the 
Spokane Municipal Court will attach additional penalties to the infraction as established in the City of Spokane Parking 
Fee Schedule (SMC 08.02.083(A)), including a notice to department of licensing as provided in RCW 46.16A.120(3), and 
may pursue any other remedies as provided by law. 
 
16A.07.050  Appointment of Registered Disposers  
 
The City's Chief of Police and the Parking Manager, acting through the authority to remove vehicles herein, may remove 
the vehicles directly, through towing operators appointed either on a rotational or other basis, or through contracts, or by 
a combination of these methods, pursuant to the regulations they may adopt. 
 
16A.07.060  Vehicle Immobilization and Impoundment 
 
A. Definitions  
 



472 O  G , S , WA M  26, 2021 

 

1. ñImpoundò means to take and hold a vehicle in legal custody.  
 

2. ñImmobilization deviceò means a device which immobilizes the vehicle by either clamping and locking to a wheel 
impeding movement of the vehicle, or by attaching to the vehicle's windshield in such a manner to obscure the 
view of the driver, thereby preventing legal operation of the vehicle. 

3. ñPublic impoundò means that the vehicle has been impounded at the direction of a law enforcement officer or by 
a public official having jurisdiction over the public property upon which the vehicle was located. 
 

4. ñPublic Propertyò means any street, road, public highway or other publicly owned property. 
 

5. ñScofflawò means a vehicle which has been issued four (4) or more parking tickets which remain unpaid more 
than forty-five (45) days after the issuance of the ticket. 
 

6. "Unauthorized vehicle", for purposes of this section, means a vehicle that is subject to impoundment after being 
left unattended in one of the following circumstances: 

 
a. Constituting an accident or a traffic hazard as defined in RCW 46.55.113; 
 
b. On a highway and tagged as described in RCW 46.55.085; 
 
c. In a publicly owned or controlled parking facility, properly posted under RCW 46.55.070; or, 
 
d. In violation of any of the restrictions subject to vehicle impoundment under SMC 16A.07.070 or 
SMC 16A.07.080. 

 
B. If a vehicle is in violation of the time restrictions of RCW 46.55.010(14) as set forth in subsections (6)(a) or (6)(c) 
above, it may be immediately impounded by a registered tow truck operator at the direction of a law enforcement 
officer or other public official with jurisdiction if the vehicle is on public property. Vehicles in violation of (6)(b) above 
may be impounded within twenty-four (24) hours. 
 

C. If a vehicle is in violation of any of the restrictions subject to vehicle impoundment set forth in section (6)(d) above, it 
may be impounded by a registered tow truck operator at the direction of a law enforcement officer or other public 
official with jurisdiction if the vehicle is on public property. 
 

D. In addition to law enforcement officers, the Parking Manager, or his or her designee, is a public official with 
jurisdiction over the public property and with authority to authorize impoundment of unauthorized vehicles on 
public property. 
 

E. The impoundment of unauthorized vehicles on public property under this section shall incorporate all procedures 
related to vehicle impoundment as set forth in Chapter 46.55 RCW. Chapter 46.55 RCW, as now enacted or 
hereinafter amended, is hereby adopted by reference as if fully set forth herein. 
 

F. Scofflaw List. 
 
As frequently as practicable, Parking Services, working in conjunction with Spokane Municipal Court and the collection 
agency contracted by the City or Spokane Municipal Court, shall prepare, maintain, and update a scofflaw list. 

 
1. Civil Penalties to Cover Administrative Costs. 

 
There is imposed upon the owner of every vehicle on the scofflaw list a civil penalty of the amount specified in 
the City of Spokane Parking Fee Schedule (SMC 08.02.083(A)) to cover costs of administering the scofflaw list. 
There is also imposed upon the owner of every vehicle on the scofflaw list that is immobilized or impounded 
hereunder a civil penalty of the amount specified in the City of Spokane Parking Fee Schedule (SMC 08.02.083
(A)) to cover the additional administrative costs of immobilization and/or impoundment. 

 
2. Notice. 

 
a. The Cityôs contracted collection agency shall give notice by first class mail to the last known registered 
owner of the vehicle, as disclosed by the vehicle license plate number and as provided by the Washington 
State Department of Licensing or equivalent vehicle licensing agency of the state in which the vehicle is 
registered for each vehicle on the scofflaw list, stating that the vehicle is on the scofflaw list; and 

 
i. the date and the nature of each ticket overdue and the amount due on each; 
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ii. that a scofflaw list fee in the amount specified in subsection 1 of this section has been imposed to cover 
administrative costs; 

 
iii. the total amount currently due; 
 
iv. a specific deadline for response, no less than ten (10) days after the date of mailing; 

 
v. that the owner shall, by said deadline, respond to the notice. Response shall be by paying the total 
amount due, scheduling a hearing with the Spokane Municipal Court, or by arranging a payment 
schedule with the Cityôs contracted collection agency for payment of the total amount due; and 

 
vi. that if the vehicle owner fails to respond within the prescribed time period, the listed vehicle will be 
subject to immediate immobilization or impoundment pursuant to the procedures in SMC 16A.07.060(F), 
payment of the civil penalties imposed in the City of Spokane Parking Fee Schedule (SMC 08.02.083
(A)) and payment of the costs of immobilization, towing and storage. 

 
b. The notice required by this subsection is sufficient if mailed to the address provided by the Washington State 
Department of Licensing; provided, however, that if the Cityôs contracted collection agency, after exercising 
due diligence, to discover any mailing address, then notice is sufficient if it is posted on the vehicle, or 
personally served on the vehicle owner or driver, or provided by any other means reasonably calculated to 
provides notice to vehicle owner or driver. 

 
c. If the vehicle owner or an agent of the owner pays the fines and fees, including the amount(s) specified in 
the City of Spokane Parking Fee Schedule (SMC 08.02.083(A)), and all towing and storage charges, if any, 
schedules a hearing with the Spokane Municipal Court, or arranges a payment plan through the Cityôs 
contracted collection agency, parking services shall remove the vehicle from the scofflaw list. If any parking 
ticket not included on the scofflaw list for which the owner is liable becomes overdue before the owner or 
agent appears to pay or sets a hearing with the Spokane Municipal Court, such subsequent tickets shall also 
be paid before the vehicle is removed from the scofflaw list. 

 
d. The owner of a vehicle that is subject to the procedures of this section and in SMC 16A.07.060(F)(3) and (4), 
is entitled to a hearing in the Spokane Municipal Court pursuant to RCW 46.55.120 (2)(b) to contest the 
validity of the immobilization, impoundment or the amount of towing and storage charges. Any request for a 
hearing and the resolution thereof shall be as set forth in RCW 46.55.120 (3), which are hereby adopted by 
reference as now exist or hereafter may be amended. 

 
e. Failure to appear for a scheduled hearing or to remain current and in good standing on any arranged 
payment plan with the Cityôs contracted collection agency, will result in the vehicle returning to the scofflaw 
list and being eligible for immediate immobilization. 

 
3. Immobilization. 

 
a. If the owner of a vehicle to whom notice has been sent pursuant to SMC 16A.07.060(F)(2) fails to respond to 
the notice within the deadline therein specified by paying all fines, fees, towing, storage and administrative 
charges then due, including but not limited to the amount(s) specified in the City of Spokane Parking Fee 
Schedule (SMC 08.02.083(A)), the vehicle can be removed from the scofflaw list under SMC 16A.07.060(F)(2)
(c) and may be immobilized by installing an immobilization device on the vehicle. 

 
b. The person installing the immobilization device shall leave under the windshield wiper or otherwise attach to 
such vehicle a notice advising the owner that: 

 
i. the vehicle has been immobilized by the City of Spokane for failure to pay four or more uncontested 
parking tickets within forty-five (45) days of their issuance, 

 
ii. that release of the immobilization device may be obtained by paying the fines, fees and civil 
penalties due, 

 
iii. that unless such payments are made within two (2) business days of the date of the notice, the vehicle 
will be impounded, and 

 
iv. that it is unlawful for any person to remove or attempt to remove the immobilization device, to damage the 
immobilization device, or to move the vehicle with the immobilization device attached. 

 
c. No parking restriction otherwise applicable to the vehicle applies while the vehicle is immobilized by an 
immobilization device installed under the provisions of this section. 
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d. Before the vehicle may be released from immobilization, the vehicle owner or an agent of the owner shall 
pay all fines and fees then due, including but not limited to the amounts specified in the City of Spokane 
Parking Fee Schedule (SMC 08.02.083(A)). 

 
Upon such payment, the vehicle shall be removed from the scofflaw list, and the immobilization device shall 
promptly be removed from the vehicle. If any parking ticket not included on the scofflaw list for which the owner 
is liable becomes overdue before the owner or agent pays, the subsequent tickets shall also be paid before the 
vehicle may be removed from the scofflaw list or released from immobilization. 

 
4. Impoundment. 

 
a. The following vehicles may be impounded: 

 
i. A vehicle that was issued eight (8) or more parking tickets that are unpaid forty-five (45) or more days 
after the date of their issuance, where the registered owner of the vehicle was sent a notice pursuant to 
SMC 16A.07.060(F) and the owner fails to respond to the notice within the deadline therein specified by 
paying all fines, fees, towing, storage and administrative charges the vehicle can be removed from the 
scofflaw list under SMC 16A.07.060(F)(2)(c); or 

 
ii. A vehicle that was immobilized pursuant to SMC 16A.07.060(D) and the vehicle's owner failed to pay all 
fines, fees, and administrative charges within two (2) business days of the date the vehicle was 
immobilized such that the vehicle can be removed from the scofflaw list under SMC 16A.07.060(F)(2)
(c); or 

 
b. The uniform impound authorization and inventory form provided for by administrative rule by the Washington 
state patrol pursuant to RCW 46.55.075 shall be used when applicable. 

 
If a vehicle has been impounded pursuant to SMC 16A.07.060(F)(4), before the vehicle may be released from 
impound, the vehicle owner or an agent of the owner shall pay all fines and fees then owing, including but not 
limited to the amounts specified in the City of Spokane Parking Fee Schedule (SMC 08.02.083(A)); and all 
towing and vehicle storage charges. Upon such payment, the vehicle shall be removed from the scofflaw list. If 
any parking ticket not included on the scofflaw list for which the owner is liable becomes overdue before the 
owner or agent pays, such subsequent tickets shall also be paid before the vehicle may be removed from the 
scofflaw list or released from impoundment. 

 
16A.07.070  When a Vehicle Is Subject to Immediate Impoundment 
 
A vehicle may be subject to immediate impoundment under the following circumstances and if no reasonable alternative 
to impoundment exists: 
 
A. When the vehicle is obstructing or is likely to obstruct the normal flow of vehicular or pedestrian traffic. 
(SMC 16A.05.240) 
 

B. When the vehicle blocks a fire hydrant or lane, constitutes a danger to travel, impedes safe passage, or poses a 
threat to public safety. (SMC 16A.05.170, SMC 16A.05.180, SMC 16A.05.240, SMC 16A.05.370) 
 

C. When a vehicle with an expired registration of more than forty-five days is parked on a public street. 
(RCW 46.16A.030(7)) 
 

D. When the vehicle is illegally occupying a zone or parking space where, by order of the Parking Manager or Chief of 
Police or Fire or their designees, parking is limited to pre-authorized vehicles, designated classes of vehicles, or is 
prohibited during certain hours, on designated days or at all times, if the zone has been established with signage for 
at least 24 hours giving notice that a vehicle will be removed if illegally parked in the zone and where such vehicle is 
interfering with the proper and intended use of such zones or parking space(s). (SMC 16A.05.050, SMC 16A.05.060, 
SMC 16A.05.330, SMC 16A.05.340, SMC 16A.05.350, SMC 16A.05.410, SMC 16A.05.450, SMC 16A.05.460) 
 

E. When the vehicle is impeding snow removal or other street needs after notice has been given by the City by way of 
press, radio, and/or television, or by other notice to the occupants in the neighborhood. (SMC 16A.61.564) 
 

F. Whenever a vehicle without a special license plate, placard, or decal indicating that the vehicle is being used to 
transport a person with disabilities under RCW 46.19.010 is parked in a stall or space clearly and conspicuously 
marked under RCW 46.61.581 which space is provided on private property without charge or on public property. 
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16A.07.080  When a Vehicle May Be Impounded After Notice 
 
A vehicle not subject to impoundment under SMC 16A.07.070 may be impounded after notice of such proposed 
impoundment has been securely attached to and conspicuously displayed on the vehicle for a period of twenty-four (24) 
hours prior to such impoundment, for the following reasons: 
 
A. When the vehicle has been parked for a continuous twenty-four (24) hour period on any one block face within any 
Paid Parking Zone. (SMC 16A.05.310(C)) 
 

B. When the vehicle has been parked for a continuous seventy-two (72) hour period on any one block face within any 
area not inclusive of the Paid Parking Zone. (SMC 16A.05.310(A)) 
 

C. When the non-passenger vehicle has been parked for a continuous twenty-four (24) hour period on any one block 
face not inclusive of the Paid Parking Zone. (SMC 16A.05.310(B)) 
 

D. When the vehicle is a ñjunk vehicleò as defined in SMC 10.16.010(F) and is parked on a street, alley, or way open to 
the public, or on City or other public property. (SMC 16A.05.220) 

 
Section 13. That there is adopted a new section 16A.04.100 to chapter 16A.04 of the Spokane Municipal Code to read 
as follows: 
 
16A.04.100  Definitions 
 
A. Alley. 
 
A public highway not designed for general travel and used primarily as a means of access to the rear of residences 
and business establishments. (RCW 46.04.020) 

 
B. Block Face. 
 
One side of a street, inclusive of the public right-of-way between two consecutive features intersecting that street. 
The features can be other streets or boundaries of standard geographic areas. 

 
C. City Street or Street.  
 
Every public highway, or part thereof located within the limits of cities and towns, except alleys. (RCW 46.04.120) 

 

D. Commercial Vehicle. 
 

Any vehicle the principal use of which is the transportation of commodities, merchandise, produce, freight, animals, 
or passengers for hire. (RCW 46.04.140) 

 
E. Congested District. 
 

The area established within the Paid Parking Zone bounded and identified on the Paid Parking Zone Map. 
 

F. Definitions Generally.  
 

Words and phrases, wherever used in this subtitle shall have the meaning ascribed to them in this Chapter except 
where otherwise defined, and unless where used the context thereof shall clearly indicate to the contrary. 
(RCW 46.04.010) 

 

G. Entertainment Parking District (EPD). 
 
The area established within the Paid Parking Zone for the purpose of meeting the specific operational and parking 
needs of the entertainment venues contained within the EPD as bounded and identified on the Paid Parking 
Zone Map. 

 

H. Fire Lane. 
 
An area on public or private property reserved for providing Fire Department access to structures, firefighting 
fixtures, or equipment.  

 
I. Highway. 
 

The entire width between the boundary lines of every way publicly maintained when any part thereof is open to the 
use of the public for purposes of vehicular travel. (RCW 46.04.197) 
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J. Non-passenger Vehicle (NPV). 
 

Any vehicle which does not meet the definition of a passenger vehicle (SMC 16A.04.100(R)) which includes but is 
not limited to: any vehicle requiring a commercial safety fee, limousine, any vehicle with over a one ton (thirty-five 
hundred) rating, vehicle requiring a commercial driverôs license (CDL) to operate, farm vehicle, motor home, trailer of 
any type, camper, watercraft, or snowmobile. 

 
K. Paid Parking Zone. 

 
Portions of streets which the parking of vehicles shall be controlled, regulated and inspected with the aid of devices, 
herein referred to as parking payment devices. The Paid Parking Zone is bounded and identified on the Paid Parking 
Zone Map. 

 
L. Park or Parking. 

 
The standing of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, otherwise than temporarily for the purpose of and while actually 
engaged in loading or unloading property or passengers. (RCW 46.04.381) 

 
M. Parking Holidays. 
 
Except for metered spaces at Spokane International Airport and Felts Field as authorized by SMC 12.03.0600 and 
SMC 12.03.0602, or where otherwise indicated by signposting in the area or for individual spaces, parking spaces 
regulated by a parking payment device may be used without charge during all hours on: Sundays, New Yearôs Day, 
Martin Luther King, Jr.'s Birthday, Presidentôs Day ï Third Monday in February, Memorial Day, Independence Day ï 
July 4th, Labor Day, Indigenous Peoplesô Day ï Second Monday in October, Veteranôs Day ï November 11th, 
Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day. Where a foregoing holiday falls on a Sunday, the immediately following 
Monday is observed. On days designated in the foregoing, vehicles shall adhere to posted time limit regulations. 

 
N. Parking Manager. 
 
The Director of Development Services Center, Code Enforcement and Parking Services or their designee. 

 
O. Parking Payment Device. 
 
Any device used to accept payment for parking, such as parking meters, pay station kiosks, mobile devices, or other 
methods approved by the Parking Manager. 

 
P. Parking Permit. 
 
A privilege that allows its holder to access certain parking spaces and locations, which form includes, but is not 
limited to, a printed pass, decal, or electronic privilege associated with a specific vehicle license plate. 

 
Q. Parking Space. 
 
The area on or adjacent to the roadway in which to stop, stand, or park a vehicle that is controlled by a parking 
payment device designated by lines, curb paint, posted sign, meter decal, or other markings. 

 
R. Passenger Vehicle. 
 
Every motor vehicle, except motorcycles and motor-driven cycles, designed for carrying ten (10) passengers or less 
and used for the transportation of persons.  

 
S. Public Right-of-Way 
 
A right-of-way that is dedicated or deeded to the public for public use and under the control of a public agency. 

 
T. Residential Parking Permit Definitions 
 
For the purposes of SMC 16A.06.070 only, the terms in this section have the following meanings: 

 
1. "Downtown residential parking district" or "DRPD" means a portion of the street commonly used for vehicular 
parking where vehicles properly displaying a parking permit or other city-approved authorization are exempt from 
the payment required pursuant to SMC 16A.50.300.  
 



M  26, 2021 O  G , S , WA 477  

 

2. ñDowntown residential parking district permit" or ñDRPD permitò means a printed pass, decal, electronic privilege 
associated with a specific vehicle license plate, or other identification issued to an eligible person to be displayed 
in or on the vehicle, as directed by the City, that enables it to park in a downtown residential parking district. 
 

3. "Resident" means any person residing in a household unit that is located within downtown residential 
parking district. 
 

4. "Household Unit" means any self-contained house, apartment, condominium, town house, detached or attached 
accessory dwelling unit, or group home that contains living, sleeping and cooking quarters and is used by of any 
number of related persons or up to six unrelated individuals. Each unit of a multiple-unit residential dwelling is 
considered a separate household unit. 

 
U. Retail Zone of the Congested District. 
 
The area established within the Paid Parking Zone bounded and identified on the Paid Parking Zone Map. 

 
V. Roadway. 
 
Portion of a highway improved, designed, or ordinarily used for vehicular travel, exclusive of the sidewalk or shoulder 
even though such sidewalk or shoulder is used by persons riding bicycles. In the event a highway includes two or 
more separated roadways, the term "roadway" shall refer to any such roadway separately but shall not refer to all 
such roadways collectively. (RCW 46.04.500) 

 
W. Safety Zone. 
 
The area or space officially set apart within a roadway for the exclusive use of pedestrians and which is protected or 
is marked or indicated by painted marks, signs, buttons, standards, or otherwise, so as to be plainly discernible. 
(RCW 46.04.510) 

 
X. Stand or Standing. 
 
The halting of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, otherwise than temporarily for the purpose of and while actually 
engaged in receiving or discharging passengers. (RCW 46.04.555) 

 
Y. Stop or Stopping. 
 
Any halting even momentarily of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except when necessary to avoid conflict with 
other traffic or in compliance with the directions of a police officer or traffic control sign or signal. (RCW 46.04.566) 

 
Z. Taxicab, Cab, or Taxi  

 
A for-hire vehicle held out to the public as providing transportation for passengers and/or articles for compensation and: 

 
1. where the route traveled or destination is controlled by the customer; 

 
2. that carries signs or indicia of a ñtaxi,ò ñtaxicab,ò or ñcabò and is equipped as described in SMC 10.34A.090; 

 
3. where the fare is based on an amount recorded and indicated on a taximeter or by a special contract rate; and 

 
4. where the vehicle is dispatched by radio or cell phone, or the ride is obtained by the use of a street hail.  

 
AA. Vehicle. 
 
A device capable of being moved upon a street or alley and in, upon, or by which any person or property is or may 
be transported or drawn upon a public highway. "Vehicle" excludes, except where specifically referenced: 

 
1. A power wheelchair or device other than a bicycle moved by human or animal power or used exclusively upon 
stationary rails or tracks; 
 

2. A bicycle and a motorized foot scooter; 
 

3. An electric personal assistive mobility device and a motorized foot scooter; and, 
 

4. A golf cart. 
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Section 14. That SMC section 16A.04.010 entitled ñCongested Districtò is repealed. 
 
Section 15. That SMC section 16A.04.020 entitled ñCongested District ï Retail Zoneò is repealed. 
 
Section 16. That SMC section 16A.04.030 entitled ñMulti-Space Parking Meterò is repealed. 
 
Section 17. That SMC section 16A.04.040 entitled ñParking Meterò is repealed. 
 
Section 18. That SMC section 16A.04.050 entitled ñParking Space Markerò is repealed. 
 
Section 19. That SMC section 16A.04.055 entitled ñPassenger Vehicleò is repealed. 
 
Section 20. That SMC section 16A.04.060 entitled ñPay By Phoneò is repealed. 
 
Section 21. That SMC section 16A.04.070 entitled ñSingle Space Parking Meterò is repealed. 
 
Section 22. That SMC section 16A.04.080 entitled ñSpace Number Signò is repealed. 
 
Section 23. That SMC section 16A.61.381 entitled ñSpecial Parking for Persons with Disabilitiesò is repealed. 
 
Section 24. That SMC section 16A.61.560 entitled ñStopping, Standing, or Parking Outside Businesses or Residence 
Districtsò is repealed. 
 
Section 25. That SMC section 16A.61.561 entitled ñParking Time Limited and Regulatedò is repealed. 
 
Section 26. That SMC section 16A.61.562 entitled ñParking Non passenger and Commercial Vehicles in Residential 
Zonesò is repealed. 
 
Section 27. That SMC section 16A.61.563 entitled ñParking in Alley Regulatedò is repealed. 
 
Section 28. That SMC section 16A.61.565 entitled ñParking in Manner as to Obstruct Trafficò is repealed. 
 
Section 29. That SMC section 16A.61.566 entitled ñStanding at Angle to Curb and Backing to Curb Regulatedò 
is repealed. 
 
Section 30. That SMC section 16A.61.5701 entitled ñEstablishment of Special Parking Zonesò is repealed. 
 
Section 31. That SMC section 16A.61.5702 entitled ñTaxicab Zonesò is repealed. 
 
Section 32. That SMC section 16A.61.5704 entitled ñUse of Passenger Zonesò is repealed. 
 
Section 33. That SMC section 16A.61.5705 entitled ñTaxicab and Buses to Park Only in Designated Stands ï Rights of 
Other Vehicles in Zonesò is repealed. 
 
Section 34. That SMC section 16A.61.5706 entitled ñNo Parking in Fire Laneò is repealed. 
 
Section 35. That SMC section 16A.61.5707 entitled ñPolice Vehicles Onlyò is repealed. 
 
Section 36. That SMC section 16A.61.5708 entitled ñResidential Area Parking Passesò is repealed. 
 
Section 37. That SMC section 16A.61.575 entitled ñAdditional Parking Regulationsò is repealed. 
 
Section 38. That SMC section 16A.61.577 entitled ñImpoundment of Unauthorized Vehicles on Public Propertyò 
is repealed. 
 
Section 39. That SMC section 16A.61.581 entitled ñIndication of Parking Space for Disabled Persons ï Failure, Penaltyò 
is repealed. 
 
Section 40. That SMC section 16A.61.582 entitled ñFree Parking by Disabled Personsò is repealed. 
 
Section 41. That SMC section 16A.61.583 entitled ñSpecial Plate or Card Issued by Another Jurisdictionò is repealed. 
 
Section 42. That SMC section 16A.61.589 entitled ñAppointment of Registered Disposersò is repealed. 
 
Section 43. That SMC section 16A.61.590 entitled ñUnattended Motor Vehicle ï Removal from Highwayò is repealed. 
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Section 44. That SMC section 16A.61.5902 entitled ñParking Meter Area Mapò is repealed. 
 
Section 45. That SMC section 16A.61.5903 entitled ñEntertainment Parking District ò is repealed. 
 
Section 46. That SMC section 16A.61.5904 entitled ñInstallation of Parking Metersò is repealed. 
 
Section 47. That SMC section 16A.61.5906 entitled ñParking Spaces Marked ï Must Park in Stallsò is repealed. 
 
Section 48. That SMC section 16A.61.5908 entitled ñMethod of Parkingò is repealed. 
 
Section 49. That SMC section 16A.61.5910 entitled ñParking Time Limit ï Deposit of Coins ï Maximum Parking Time ï 
Certain Holidays Excepted ï Parking Permitò is repealed. 
 
Section 50. That SMC section 16A.61.5914 entitled ñFeeding Meter Beyond Maximum Parking Timeò is repealed. 
 
Section 51. That SMC section 16A.61.5916 entitled ñUnlawful to Park Against Meter Indicationò is repealed. 
 
Section 52. That SMC section 16A.61.5918 entitled ñMust Use Lawful Coinsò is repealed. 
 
Section 53. That SMC section 16A.61.5921 entitled ñNo Parking at Metered Spaces with a Hooded Meter or Space 
Numberò is repealed. 
 
Section 54. That SMC section 16A.61.5922 entitled ñPenaltiesò is repealed. 
 
Section 55. That SMC section 16A.61.5924 entitled ñFailure to Comply with Notice of Violationò is repealed. 
 
Section 56. That SMC section 16A.61.790 entitled ñVehicle Immobilization and Impoundmentò is repealed. 
 
Section 57. Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force on June 28, 2021.  
 
Passed by City Council May 17, 2021 
Delivered to Mayor May 24, 2021 

ORDINANCE NO. C36048 
 
 An ordinance amending Ordinance No. C35971, passed by the City Council December 14, 2020, and entitled, ñAn 
ordinance adopting the Annual Budget of the City of Spokane for 2021, making appropriations to the various funds of the 
City of Spokane government for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2021, and providing it shall take effect immediately 
upon passageò, and declaring an emergency. 
 
 WHEREAS, subsequent to the adoption of the 2021 budget Ordinance No. C35971, as above entitled, and which 
passed the City Council December 14, 2020, it is necessary to establish and make changes in the appropriations of the 
Combined Communications Building (CCB) Fund, which changes could not have been anticipated or known at the time 
of making such budget ordinance; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this ordinance has been on file in the City Clerkôs Office for five days; - Now, Therefore, 
 
 The City of Spokane does ordain: 
 
 Section 1.  That in the budget of the Combined Communications Building Fund, and the budget annexed thereto with 
reference to the Combined Communications Building Fund, the following changes be made: 
 
 FROM:     1640-99999       CCB Fund 
        99999-        Unappropriated Reserves    $52,850 
 
 TO:      1640-35351       CCB Fund   
        28200-54102      Engineering Services     $52,850 
  
Section 2. It is, therefore, by the City Council declared that an urgency and emergency exists for making the 

changes set forth herein, such urgency and emergency arising from the need to replace the buildingôs roof, which will 
require an architectural and engineering assessment, and because of such need, an urgency and emergency exists for 
the passage of this ordinance, and also, because the same makes an appropriation, it shall take effect and be in force 
immediately upon its passage. 

 
Passed by City Council May 17, 2021 
Delivered to Mayor May 24, 2021 
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ORDINANCE NO. C36049 
 
 An ordinance amending Ordinance No. C35971, passed by the City Council December 14, 2020, and entitled, ñAn 
ordinance adopting the Annual Budget of the City of Spokane for 2021, making appropriations to the various funds of the 
City of Spokane government for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2021, and providing it shall take effect immediately 
upon passage,ò and declaring an emergency. 
 
 WHEREAS, subsequent to the adoption of the 2021 budget Ordinance No. C35971, as above entitled, and which 
passed the City Council December 14, 2020, it is necessary to make changes in the appropriations of the Fleet 
Replacement Fund, which changes could not have been anticipated or known at the time of making such budget 
ordinance; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this ordinance has been on file in the City Clerkôs Office for five days; - Now, Therefore, 
 
 The City of Spokane does ordain: 
      

 Section 1. That in the budget of the Fleet Replacement Fund, and the budget annexed thereto with reference to the 
Fleet Replacement Fund, the following changes be made: 
 
 FROM:     5110-99999      Fleet Replacement Fund  
        99999-       Unappropriated Reserves     $108,960 
 
 TO:      5110-71700      Fleet Replacement Fund   
        94000-56416     Interfund Capital Commissioning   $108,960 
    
Section 2. It is, therefore, by the City Council declared that an urgency and emergency exists for making the 

changes set forth herein, such urgency and emergency arising from increases to vehicle upfit and commissioning costs, 
and because of such need, an urgency and emergency exists for the passage of this ordinance, and also, because the 
same makes an appropriation, it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon its passage. 

 
Passed by City Council May 17, 2021 
Delivered to Mayor May 24, 2021 

ORDINANCE NO. C36051 
 
 An ordinance amending Ordinance No. C35971, passed by the City Council December 14, 2020, and entitled, ñAn 
ordinance adopting the Annual Budget of the City of Spokane for 2021, making appropriations to the various funds of the 
City of Spokane government for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2021, and providing it shall take effect immediately 
upon passageò, and declaring an emergency. 
 
 WHEREAS, subsequent to the adoption of the 2021 budget Ordinance No. C35971, as above entitled, and which 
passed the City Council December 14, 2020, it is necessary to establish and make changes in the appropriations of the 
American Rescue Plan Fund and the Fire/EMS Fund, specifically to increase funding to the Fire/EMS Fund by $500,000 
with a transfer from the Cityôs new ARP Fund, which changes could not have been anticipated or known at the time of 
making such budget ordinance; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this ordinance has been on file in the City Clerkôs Office for five days. 
 
Now, therefore, the City of Spokane does ordain: 
 
 Section 1. That in the budget of the General Fund, and that of the American Rescue Plan Fund, the following 
changes be made: 
 

 FROM:     1425-99999 ARP    Fund ï Unappropriated Reserves 
        99999  
      
 TO:      1425-35166      ARP Fund  
        97117-80101     Transfer out to Fire/EMS     $500,000 
 
 FROM:     1970-35166      Fire/EMS Fund   
        99999-39700     Operating Transfers-In 
 
 TO:      1970-35166      Fire/EMS Fund 
        22200-54201     Contractual Services      $500,000 
        




