Mayor Lisa Brown

May 22, 2025

To: Jennifer Colborn
U.S. Department of Energy
P.O. Box 450, H5-20
Richland, WA 99354

Subject: Public Comment on Draft Supplement Analysis for the West Area Tank Treatment
Mission (DOE/EIS-0391-SA-08)

Dear Ms. Colborn,

On behalf of the City of Spokane, I submit the following comments regarding the U.S.
Department of Energy's Draft Supplement Analysis (DOE/EIS-0391-SA-08) for the West Area
Tank Treatment Mission. The proposed plan to transport low-activity radioactive waste via
Interstate 90 directly through Spokane raises several public safety and environmental concerns
that must be addressed prior to any final determination under NEPA. If the shipment must be
routed through Spokane, we urge you to grout the shipment on-site prior to transfer.

Key Concerns

1. Transportation Risk: I-90 is a densely traveled interstate that passes through the heart of
Spokane. The potential consequences of a transportation accident involving radioactive
material in this corridor demand a robust, route-specific risk assessment.

2. Emergency Preparedness: The City of Spokane is grateful that US DOE notified City
officials of the recent test bed initiative prior to the shipment. Moving forward, additional
communication and information — including real-time shipment tracking and alerts to
local agencies - is necessary to ensure the City has fully developed response and
notification protocols in the event of a spill or breach.

3. Environmental Justice: Spokane is home to marginalized populations, concentrated
along the interstate, that would be disproportionately impacted by a spill or breach. These
concerns must be considered under NEPA.

4, Alternatives Analysis: The Supplement Analysis should more thoroughly evaluate
alternative transport routes that avoid major population centers, including Spokane.
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Recommendations

The City’s primary recommendation is for US DOE to grout the waste on-site prior to
shipment. Additionally, DOE should:

« Continue to provide advance notification and coordination with local emergency services
for each waste shipment through Spokane.

o Ensure Spokane is included in regional emergency preparedness planning and receives
federal funding for training and equipment specific to radiological response.

o Publish a detailed worst-case scenario analysis for urban transport incidents and share it

with local agencies.

o Delay final route approval until Spokane’s safety concerns are addressed and mitigation
resources are in place

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. The City of Spokane stands ready to work with
federal and state partners to ensure this mission can proceed safely and responsibly.

Sincerely,

7sa oo
I1sa Brown
Mayor City of Spokane



