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Summary (Background)

*use the Fiscal Impact box 
below for relevant financial 
information

An ordinance submitting a ballot proposition to the voters of 
the City of Spokane amending the city council redistricting 
process by adding a new section 62 to Article VII and 
repealing sections 59 and 60 of the Spokane City Charter.

Proposed Council Action F&A – 4/17, Council Action May 8

Fiscal Impact          
Total Cost: N/A
Approved in current year budget? ☐ Yes ☐ No ☒ N/A

Funding Source ☐ One-time ☐ Recurring
Specify funding source: Not Required

Expense Occurrence ☐ One-time ☐ Recurring

Other budget impacts: (revenue generating, match requirements, etc.) None

Operations Impacts (If N/A, please give a brief description as to why)
What impacts would the proposal have on historically excluded communities?

It’s important that citizens have the ability to weigh in on decennial redistricting, considering it is one 
of the essential public processes in our local government. Spokane’s redistricting process must be fair, 
reasonable and without bias. As such, the process for Council redistricting must also be open and 
transparent, allowing for meaningful public engagement and time for the public to provide feedback 
on the proposed redistricting plan, and the proposed commission to act appropriately in the interest 
of all citizens based on input.

How will data be collected, analyzed, and reported concerning the effect of the program/policy by 
racial, ethnic, gender identity, national origin, income level, disability, sexual orientation, or other 
existing disparities?

This is a ballot proposition to the voters of the City of Spokane.

How will data be collected regarding the effectiveness of this program, policy or product to ensure it 
is the right solution?

This is a ballot proposition to the voters of the City of Spokane.



Describe how this proposal aligns with current City Policies, including the Comprehensive Plan, 
Sustainability Action Plan, Capital Improvement Program, Neighborhood Master Plans, Council 
Resolutions, and others?

This ballot proposition to the voters of the City of Spokane amends the current city council 
redistricting process.
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ORDINANCE NO. C-36389 
 

An ordinance submitting a ballot proposition to the voters of the City of Spokane amending the 
city council redistricting process by adding a new section 62 to Article VII and repealing sections 
59 and 60 of the Spokane City Charter. 

 
WHEREAS, RCW 29A.76.010 provides in part that the City is responsible to periodically 

redistrict its election districts based on population data from the most recent federal decennial 
census; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to RCW 29A.76.010 (3) (b) the City must prepare, by November 15 

of each year ending in one, a plan for redistricting its districts consistent with the criteria set 
forth in RCW 29A.76.010 (4); and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 60 of the City Charter, a decennial districting board is 

established during the year of state and federal redistricting to accomplish city council 
redistricting; and 

 
WHEREAS, the People of Spokane wish to avoid unnecessary ambiguities in the current 

City Charter provisions that regulate the redistricting process in the City of Spokane. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City of Spokane does ordain: 
 

Section 1. That Article VII, Section 59, of the City Charter of the City of Spokane is hereby 
repealed. 

 
Section 2. That Article VII, Section 60, of the City Charter of the City of Spokane is hereby 

repealed. 
 

Section 3. That Article VII of the City Charter of the City of Spokane shall be amended by 
adding a new section to read as follows: 

 
Article VII, Section 62 – Citizen Led Council Redistricting 

 
A decennial districting commission comprised of seven commissioners shall be appointed no 
later than May 1 in the year of county, state and federal redistricting to accomplish city council 
redistricting. 

 
A. Membership Appointments 

The City, through the Community Assembly, shall seek candidates for the districting commission. 
The Community Assembly shall confirm that interested candidates are qualified for membership 
on the districting commission as described in Section B and not otherwise prohibited from serving 
as members under Section C.  
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The Community Assembly shall deliver a list of qualified candidates to the Mayor and City Council, 
including in the list are the City Council districts in which each candidate lives and information 
confirming qualification for membership. All Community Assembly proceedings regarding 
interested candidates shall be open to the public and must meet the requirements of Section E2. 

 
1. From the pool of qualified candidates, the Mayor shall select and appoint three (3) 

commissioners, one from each City Council district. These appointments shall not be 
subject to City Council approval. 

2. From the pool of qualified candidates, the City Council, by majority vote, shall 
select and appoint three (3) commissioners, one from each City Council district. 
These appointments shall not be subject to Mayoral veto. 

3. No later than 30 days following the final appointment to the districting 
commission, the six (6) appointed members shall select by affirmative majority plus 
one vote, a seventh non-voting member who will act as chairperson and preside 
over meetings of the districting commission. 

4. If no chairperson is selected within 30 days, the Community Assembly, by 
majority vote, shall appoint the non-voting chairperson. 

5. A vacancy on the districting commission shall be filled by the authority who 
made the initial appointment, or their successor, from the pool of qualified 
applicants within fifteen days after the vacancy occurs. 

 
B. Membership Qualifications 

1. Candidates must be a current resident of the City of Spokane and have 
maintained that primary residence for a minimum of two consecutive years. 

2. Candidates must be registered to vote. 
 

C. Membership Prohibitions 
1. Candidates cannot have been a registered lobbyist in the State of Washington within 

two years prior to selection or one year following the end of membership. 
2. Candidates cannot hold or be within two years removed of holding any elective 

office other than Precinct Committee Officer. 
3. Candidates cannot campaign for any elective office other than Precinct Committee 

Officer, or actively participate in, contribute to, or fundraise for any political 
campaign of any candidate for local, state, or federal office while a member of the 
districting commission. 

4. Candidates may not seek election or appointment to a City Council position for two 
years after the effective date of the districting plan. 

 
D. Redistricting consistent with Washington State Law 

1. The redistricting plan shall be consistent with RCW 29A.76.010(4), as may be amended 
from time to time, pertaining to the criteria for redistricting city council district 
boundaries 

2. The districting commission shall utilize the most recent available census information 
and guidelines for districting as established in RCW 44.05.090, as applicable. 
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E. Redistricting Procedures 

1. The districting commission shall convene a minimum of five public hearings 
throughout the City, including at least one meeting within each existing Council 
District to receive written and oral comments and to accept proposed districting 
plans from the public. The districting commission shall only consider those plans 
which are submitted by individual city residents. 

2. The meetings and materials of the districting commission and all related 
proceedings of the Community Assembly shall be transparent and publicly 
accessible including online video streaming and archiving for the broadest possible 
public access. The commission shall prepare and publicize its minutes within 21 
days of any meeting. 

3. The City Council shall by ordinance appropriate such funds as may be reasonably 
needed for the Community Assembly and districting commission to conduct their 
business under this Article. The commission may employ within its budget authority 
any necessary experts, consultants, and attorneys not employed by the City to carry 
out its duties as established in this Charter. 
 

4. No later than August 1, the districting commission shall select five preliminary 
districting plans for a final public review and comment. The Commission shall 
allow a period of at least 30 days for public review and comment of preliminary 
districting plans. 

 
F. Final Plan Adoption 

1. No later than October 1st, the districting commission shall adopt by affirmative 
majority plus one vote a final districting plan from the five districting plans selected 
for public review and comment, which will be transferred to the City Council along 
with a published report that will minimally include, (a) population for every district; 
(b) an explanation of the criteria used in developing the plan with (1) a justification 
for any deviation in a district from the average district population or (2) a 
justification for any fracturing of an existing neighborhood council boundary 
between multiple council districts; (c) a map of all the districts. 

2. Upon receipt of the Commission of its proposed redistricting plan, the City Council 
shall consider whether to adopt the proposed districting plan. Any approval of the 
proposed districting plan must be approved by four affirmative votes of the City 
Council. The City Council may not revise the proposed districting plan or adopt any 
plan not previously prepared by the Commission. 

3. Upon adoption by the city council, the proposed districting plan shall be submitted 
to the clerk of the city council who shall forward the district plan to the Spokane 
County Auditor. The districting plan shall become effective upon filing and the 
districting commission shall be relieved of any further duties and disbanded. 

4. If the districting commission’s proposed plan is not approved by a four 
affirmative votes from the City Council, the proposed districting plan shall be 
remanded back to the districting commission to consider changes as 
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expeditiously as possible. 
5. A final plan must be adopted by the City Council by November 15 in the year of 

county, state and federal redistricting to accomplish city council redistricting or as 
otherwise provided for by state law. 

6. In the event that no plan is adopted by the date established in this charter, the 
previously adopted districting plan shall remain in effect, so long as such existing 
districting plan complies with state law. 

 
G. Modified Districting 

1. A modified council districting plan may be established only within the fifth year of 
the decennial districting cycle. Should the City Council determine by five affirmative 
votes that consideration of a modified districting plan is warranted, including for 
population adjustment, a districting commission shall be established pursuant to 
the provisions of this charter section. The districting commission shall follow the 
same process for a modified redistricting plan as it would follow for the decennial 
redistricting plan. 

2. The City shall also establish a districting commission within the fifth year of decennial 
districting cycle upon submission of a valid citizens petition that conforms to all 
requirements of the SMC and is signed by registered and qualified electors of the 
City equal to five percent of the number of votes cast at the last preceding general 
municipal election. 

3. Land that is annexed to the City subsequent to modifications of district boundaries 
pursuant to a district plan shall be assigned to the city council district that is most 
contiguous with the annexed land. At its discretion, the city council may take 
legislative action to assign annexed land to a district in the event the annexed land is 
contiguous to more than one council district. 

 
H. Oath of Office 

Before serving on the commission every person shall take and subscribe an oath to 
faithfully perform the duties of that office. 

 
I. Challenges to plan 

After the plan has been adopted by the  city council, any registered voter residing with 
the City of Spokane may file a petition with Superior Court challenging the plan. After a 
modification to the redistricting plan has been adopted by the city council, any registered voter 
may file a petition with Superior Court challenging the amended plan. The petition to Superior 
Court shall comply with the requirements of state law regarding judicial review of redistricting 
plans. 

 
Section 4. That this ordinance be submitted to the voters of the City of Spokane for their 

approval or rejection at a special election to be held November 7, 2023, in conjunction with the 
scheduled general election, as the following proposition: 
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CITY OF SPOKANE 

PROPOSITION NO. 1 

Amendment to the City Charter Regarding City Council Redistricting Process 
 

 This proposition will amending the city council redistricting process by adding a new section 
62 and repealing sections 59 and 60 of the City Charter as set forth in Ordinance No. C-
36389. 

 

Shall this measure be enacted into law? 
 

Yes ................................................................................... □ 
No ..................................................................................... □ 

 
Section 5. Severability 
If any provision of this charter amendment or its application to any person or 

circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the amendment or the application of the 
provision to other persons or circumstances is not affected. 

 
Section 6. Effective Date 
This ordinance, if approved by the voters at the general election to be held on Tuesday, 

November 7, 2023, shall take effect and be in full force upon the issuance of the certificate of 
election by the Spokane County Auditor’s Office. 

 
 
 
 
 

PASSED by the City Council on ____________________________. 
 
 

 
Council President 

 
 
 

Attest: Approved as to form: 
 
 

 
City Clerk Assistant City Attorney 
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Mayor Date 
 
 

Effective Date 
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