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E2SSB 5912 -- Governor Inslee’s omnibus impaired 
driving bill 

 
Mandatory Arrest: An officer shall take into custody repeat DUI offenders.  This is done 
currently done only for domestic violence offenders. $270,000 in SFY 2014 and $360,000 is 
appropriated to the Washington Traffic Safety Commission solely for allocation to counties for 
the increased jail costs associated with this mandatory arrest provision.  (Effective September 
28, 2013). 
 

 Sec 40: Funding to counties for increased incarceration costs. $270K of state 
general fund in FY 2014, and $360K in FY 2015, or as much thereof as may be necessary, 
are appropriated to the WTSC solely for allocation to counties for the increased 
incarceration costs incurred as a result of mandatory arrest of repeat offenders under 
RCW 10.31.100 (2) (d). 

 
Pre-Trial Release Conditions: If repeat DUI offenders are released pending trial, than 
s/he must be ordered to: 

1. Install an ignition interlock device on all vehicle operated by the offender and/or 
2. Comply with a 24/7 sobriety monitoring program 

 
Proof of ignition interlock must be filed with the court within 5 days of the date of release, 
unless the court authorized a later date. These requirements expire upon acquittal or dismissal 
of charges.  (Effective September 28, 2013) 
 
WAPA: $1,275,000 in SFY 2014 and $1,275,000 in SFY 105 is provided to Washington 
Association of Prosecuting Attorneys to hire 11 prosecuting attorneys to focus on the rush 
filings this provision requires. 
 
24/7 Electronic Alcohol/Drug Monitoring Program: The bill establishes a 24-
hour-a-day-seven-days-a-week sobriety program in which participants submit to testing of 
blood, breath, urine, or other bodily substances in order to determine the presence of alcohol, 
marijuana, or any controlled substance in their body.  The program is designed for repeat DUI 
offenders. Offenders maybe ordered into the program in lieu of mandatory minimum of 
electronic home monitoring. Offenders may also be ordered into the program as a condition of 
pre-trial release. (Most portions of the 24/7 program are effective January 1, 2014.) 
 

Sec 25: The 24/7 sobriety account is established in the state treasury. The account will 
be maintained and administered by the Washington Traffic Safety Commission to 
reimburse the state and the Washington Association of Police Chiefs for ongoing 
administration costs. 
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Sec 39: Funding to administer the 24/7 sobriety program. $176K of the state general 
fund is provided for the FY ending June 30, 2014, and $176K for the FY ending June 30, 
2014, or as much thereof as may be necessary, are appropriated to the WTSC solely for 
the purpose of Sec 25 of this act. 
 
 
Pilot Program Criteria: The new law requires that 24/7 pilot programs be established in 
three counties and three cities. The cities cannot be in the counties. Geographic 
diversity, volume of participants, and commitment and capacity of jurisdiction will be 
used for criteria for choosing pilot locations. 
 
Expansion of the 24/7 program:  Other local jurisdictions are encouraged to establish 
programs as soon as practicable with the goal of statewide implementation of the 24/7 
sobriety monitoring program by  
 
Violation of 24/7 Sobriety Program Terms: If a participant violates the terms of the 
program or does not pay fees or associated costs, than penalties increase for each 
violation from a written warning for the first violation, two days of jail for the second 
violation, five days of jail for the third violation, 10 days of jail for the fourth violation, 
and serving the whole remaining sentence for the fifth violation. Participants who 
violate the terms of the program will be taken into custody immediately and held until 
an appearance before the judge on the next judicial day. 
 
Immunity: Employees and jurisdictions are provided immunity from civil liability from 
acts committed by participants unless there is gross negligence or bad faith. 
 

Ignition Interlock:  Instead of spelling out what is required of ignition interlock devices in 
the RCW, section 9 states that to be certified, an ignition interlock device must meet or exceed 
all specifications listed in the federal register and comply with the rules set by the Washington 
State Patrol. 
 

Additional staff and troopers:  The bill allows an additional field officer and a non-
commissioned administrative support staff for the WSP ignition interlock compliance 
program.  (Effective September 28, 2013). 
 
Participant Oversight: The bill removes the language that restricted ignition interlock 
compliance troopers from only inspecting ignition interlock devices in offender’s 
vehicles at service centers. It requires officers to report violations ignition interlock 
violations to the court and provides immunity for acts and omission for the WSP except 
for gross negligence or willful misconduct. 
 
Ignition Interlock Device Revolving Account: Amends the ignition interlock revolving 
account to be used to implement “effective strategies to reduce motor vehicle-related 
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deaths and serious injury,” in addition to administering and operating the ignition 
interlock device program. [Question: Is this the account where the IID fees go?] 
 
Employer Exemption: To meet federal requirements, the employer exemption is no 
longer allowed for: (1) the first 30 days of ignition interlock following a first conviction 
for DUI or physical control; or (2) the first 365 days of ignition interlock as a result of a 
second or subsequent conviction for DUI or physical control. (Effective September 28, 
2013).  
 
Compliance-based removal fix:  Clarifies conditions that constitute a violation that 
requires an additional four months of ignition interlock restrictions. 

 
Minor DUI/Commercial Vehicle DUI: The bill provides language to allow officers to 
a minor or commercial vehicle DUI when the offense was committed outside the officer’s 
presence. The bill adds “any measurable amount of THC” to the crime of commercial vehicle 
DUI.  
 
DUI Courts: Allows municipalities to operate DUI courts. 
 
Child in Vehicle: The bill adds additional jail time if DUI committed while child under age 
16 is in the vehicle and directs this to be considered at sentencing. 
 
Wrong Way Driver: Allows judge to consider if the driver was traveling the wrong way as 
an aggravating circumstance for exceptional sentences. 
 
Felony Offenses: Prior DUI convictions will always be included in determining the 
offender score for Felony DUI related offenses. Requires probation for Felony DUIs. Provides 
$100,000 SFY 2014 and $122,000 SFY 2015 to DOC for supervision costs. 
 
Deferred Sentencing: Clarifies that deferred sentencing is not allowed for DUI offenses. 
 
Vehicle Forfeitures: If repeat DUI offender was driving without an ignition interlock 
when required to have one, the court may consider if the vehicle should be forfeited.  
 
McNealy decision: Many references to blood tests were removed from the RCWs as a 
response to the recent US Supreme Court decision regarding warrantless blood tests.  The 
effect that this might have on administrative license suspensions and evidence collection is still 
under review. 
Washington Impaired Driving Workgroup: The Workgroup is created to study 
effective strategies to reduce vehicle-related deaths and serious injuries. The group shall 
compile its findings and recommendations into a final report due to legislators and the 
governor by December 1, 2013.  The group will work within existing resources. 
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Membership:  WTSC will call the workgroup together and provide staff support. 
1. Senate Members 
2. House Members 
3. WSP 
4. LCB 
5. DOL 
6. DOC 
7. DSHS 
8. District and Municipal Court Judges Association 
9. Washington state association of Counties 
10. Washington Defender’s Association or Washington Association of Criminal Defense 

Lawyers 
11. Washington State Association of Drug Court Professionals 
12. Ignition Interlock Industry 
13. Washington Retail Association 
14. Washington State Association of Cities 
15. Treatment Providers 
16. VIP 
17. Governor appointed: City Law Enforcement 
18. Governor Appointed: County Law Enforcement 
19. Governor Appointed: Court Administrator 
20. Governor Appointed: DUI Victim or family member  

 
Research, review and write recommendations on the following: 
1. Lowering minimum number of prior DUI convictions before constituting a felony 
2. Effective strategies for reducing impaired driving deaths and serious injuries 
3. Increasing minimum penalties and fines for repeat offenders 
4. Promoting and monitoring mandatory ignition interlocks 
5. Advantages and disadvantages of Sobriety Checkpoints 
6. Mandatory arrests for first DUI offense 
7. Increasing treatment and rehabilitation of repeat offenders 
8. Increasing penalties for refusal to take BAC tests 
9. Increased funding for prevention, intervention, suppression, and prosecution of DUI 
10. Prohibiting sale of alcohol to repeat DUI offenders 
11. Improving prosecution and encouraging prosecutors to aggressively enforce DUI 
12. Increasing DUI Courts and court related services 
13. Creating state and local DUI enforcement task forces to increase visibility of 

enforcement  
14. Promoting education and prevention strategies 
15. Encouraging private sector collaboration. 
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ESSB 5024: 2013 – 2015 Transportation Budget 

Washington Traffic Safety Commission budget proviso: 
 

1. New Target Zero Teams are authorized in Yakima and Spokane Counties. 
2. Automated speed enforcement pilot projects in Seattle and Tacoma are 

reauthorized through the 2015 fiscal year. WTSC will oversee; cities will report 
back to legislature. 


