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INTERSECTION.
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LEGEND
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District 3, Northwest: Wellesley Avenue and Driscoll Boulevard
Estimate: $600,000



Spokane Traffic Calming Master Plan 

District: 3 

Neighborhood: Northwest 

Project Extent: Francis Avenue and A Street Intersection 

Estimate: $450,000

Problem Statement: Residents of the Northwest neighborhood raised concerns over pedestrian crossing 

safety at the intersection of Francis Avenue and A Street, particularly the lack of pedestrian crossing 

infrastructure, difficulty of crossing, and fatal collisions.  

Francis Avenue and North A Street Intersection 

Traffic Analysis 

Francis Avenue within the study area is classified a principal arterial with a posted speed limit of 35 

miles per hour, provides two lanes in each direction, and road diet for left turn movements from either 

direction. Francis Avenue also serves as State Route 291 and is under WSDOT jurisdiction. A Street 

within the study area is classified as a major collector with a posted speed limit of 30 miles per hour and 

provides one lane in each direction with no on-street parking.  Both Francis Avenue and A Street in the 

study area do not provide marked shoulders or bike lanes. The study area does not have any marked 

pedestrian crosswalks. The Francis Avenue and A Street intersection is stop-controlled for the A Street 

approaches.   

The following table shows the estimated 2022 daily traffic volumes and 85th percentile speeds on Francis 

Avenue and A Street. As shown in the table, the highest daily volume at the intersection was on Francis 

Avenue with 16,247 west bound vehicles. The highest 85th percentile speed was 38 miles per hour (3 

miles per hour greater than the posted speed limit).  



Spokane Traffic Calming Master Plan 

2022 Daily Traffic and 85th Percentile Speed at Francis Avenue and North A Street Intersection 

Direction # Lanes 
2022 Estimated Daily Traffic 

(Vehicles per day)

85th Percentile Speed 

(mph) 

Posted Speed 

(mph) 

Francis Avenue a 

EB 2 14,505 38 

35 

WB 2 16,247 38 

Both Dir. 4 30,752 38 

North A Street b 

NB 1 1,860 

N/A 30 

SB 1 1,960 

Both Dir. 2 3,820 
a Traffic data collected in March 2017. Traffic volumes were grown at a 1.0% annual growth rate, to estimate 2022 traffic 

conditions. 
b Traffic data collected in August 2015. Traffic volumes were grown at a 1.0% annual growth rate, to estimate 2022 traffic 

conditions. 

Data shows that on average driver speeds are just above the posted speed limit. Speeding may be a 

smaller issue compared to the lack of pedestrian crossing infrastructure. More efforts should be focused 

on providing visibility of pedestrians to drivers and pedestrian infrastructure at the intersection.  

The table below shows the severity and types of crashes occurring at the intersection. None of the 

collisions were reported to have involved pedestrians or cyclists, however speeding and not yielding 

right-of-way were primary contributing circumstances to the collisions. 

Crashes at Francis Avenue and A Street (2016 to 2021) 

Crash Type 
Crash Severity 

Total  Possible Injury Property Damage Only 

Rear End 1 1 2 

Angle 3 4 7 

Turning - 1 1 

Total 4 6 10 



Spokane Traffic Calming Master Plan 

Vehicle counts taken at the Francis Avenue/A Street intersection in 2015 during the PM peak hour are 

summarized below.   

The need for enhanced pedestrian crossing treatments at the intersection was analyzed based on 

NCHRP Report 562. Based on the findings, a treatment with a red indication, such as a pedestrian hybrid 

beacon or pedestrian signal is warranted due to long crossing distances, and high vehicle volumes. The 

closest protected pedestrian crossings on Francis Avenue are approximately 1,100 feet west at the 

Indian Trail Road traffic signal and 1,200 feet east at the Alberta Street traffic signal. 

Recommended Solution:  

The installation of a HAWK or hybrid beacon pedestrian crossing is recommended on Francis Avenue at 

A Street to serve the crossing demand for the surrounding urban neighborhood. The installation of a 

traffic signal is an alternative to a signalized pedestrian crossing. However, the PM peak hour volumes 

do not warrant the installation of a traffic signal. Any improvements on Francis Avenue will require 

WSDOT approval.  
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District 3, Northwest: Francis Avenue and A Street
Estimate: $1,197,000
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Spokane Traffic Calming Master Plan 

District: 3 
Neighborhood: Northwest 

Project Extent: Wellesley Avenue and Assembly Street 
Intersection 
Estimate: $586,000 

Problem Statement: Residents of the Northwest neighborhood raised concerns over pedestrian crossing 

safety and how a new school route may impact it.  

Wellesley Avenue and Assembly Street Intersection 

Traffic Analysis: 

Both Wellesley Avenue and Assembly Street have a functional classification of principal arterial within 

the study area. Wellesley Avenue has a posted speed limit of 30 miles per hour and provides one lane in 

each direction with on-street parking available on both sides of the roadway. Assembly Street has a 

posted speed limit of 30 miles per hour and provides one lane for each direction and a road diet for left 

turn movements, except at the intersection where Assembly expands to two lanes in each direction and 

one as a left-turn-only lane. The intersection is controlled by a four-way stop with red light flashers and 

has marked crosswalks on all approaches. The study area has an established sidewalk network.  



Spokane Traffic Calming Master Plan 

The table below shows the 2022 daily traffic volumes on Wellesley Avenue and Assembly Street. Speed 

data was not available.   

2022 Daily Traffic at Wellesley Avenue and Assembly Street Intersection 

Direction # Lanes 
2022 Estimated Daily Traffic 

(Vehicles per day)

85th Percentile Speed 

(mph) 

Posted Speed 

(mph) 

Wellesley Avenue a 

EB 1 4,210 

30 

WB 1 4,810 N/A 

Both Dir. 2 9,020 

Assembly Street a 

NB 1 2,810 

N/A 

30 

SB 1 2,140 

Both Dir. 2 4,950 
a Traffic data collected in November 2022 

Turning movement counts taken at the Wellesley Avenue/Assembly Street intersection in November 

2022 for the afternoon peak hour (3:30 to 4:30 p.m.) show the following vehicle and pedestrian 

volumes. 

Turning movement counts taken at the Wellesley Avenue/Assembly Street intersection in 2017 during 

the PM peak hour are summarized below. 



Spokane Traffic Calming Master Plan 

The installation of a traffic signal was evaluated; however, the PM peak hour volumes do not warrant 

the installation of a traffic signal. 

The need for enhanced pedestrian crossing treatments across Assembly Street was analyzed based on 

NCHRP Report 562, using collected traffic data. While the crossing distance is quite wide, the vehicle 

volumes are moderate, thus a crosswalk is the level of recommendation here. Given the low volumes for 

a five-lane facility, the location would not meet signal warrants. 

Recommended Solution: 

Improve the existing crosswalk facilities by re-striping crosswalk pavement markings. Add MUTCD 

compliant pedestrian crossing warning signs before the approach (i.e., R1-5, R1-6, etc.) on both 

Wellesley Avenue and Assembly Street. Add school zone signage, especially signs that indicate warnings 

when children are present. Additionally, add curb extensions on Wellesley Avenue where on-street 

parking is present to shorten the crossing distance in the intersection.  
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Spokane Traffic Calming Master Plan 

District: 3 
Neighborhood: Northwest 
Project Extent: Greenwood Boulevard, Litchfield Place, and Fairmount 

Place Intersection 
Estimate: $413,000 

Problem Statement: Residents of the Northwest neighborhood raised concerns over confusion when 

traveling through the five-leg intersection, pedestrian safety, and vehicles speeding in the area.  

 Greenwood Boulevard, Litchfield Place, and Fairmount Place Intersection 

Traffic Analysis: 

Greenwood Boulevard, Litchfield Place, and Fairmount Place are local streets. Greenwood Boulevard, 

Litchfield Place and Fairmount place are roadways with one lane in each direction, on-street parking 

available on both sides of the street, and no posted speed limit on any of the roadways in this study 

area. Greenwood Boulevard is the only roadway in this study area with a robust sidewalk network. Both 

Litchfield Place and Fairmount Place have very little sidewalks or none at all. There are no bike lanes or 

pedestrian crosswalks in this study area.  

The following figure shows the estimated 2022 pm peak hour traffic volumes at the study intersection. 

As shown in the table, the intersection has evenly dispersed volumes on the approaches that are 

relatively low. Speed data was not available.   



Spokane Traffic Calming Master Plan 

a Traffic data collected in 2015. Traffic volumes were grown at a 1.0% annual growth rate, to estimate 2022 traffic conditions. 

Recommended Solution: 

The configuration of the five lane intersection results in confusion for all users traveling through the 

intersection. Intersection operations and safety would benefit if the intersection was configured as a 

common four-lane intersection with perpendicular approaches. Both the Fairmount Place and Litchfield 

Place east leg approaches are candidates for closure at Greenwood Boulevard. Both operate with very 

low peak hour volume (less than 20 vehicles per hour) at Greenwood Boulevard. The local street system 

east of the intersection is well connected and provides both Fairmount Place and Litchfield Place 

alternative routes to redirect traffic.   

The closure of the Fairmount Place approach at Greenwood Boulevard is recommended due it’s skewed 

approach to the intersection. Fairmount Place should remain open to pedestrians and cyclists. Vehicle 

trips on Fairmount Place are low and could reroute to the north to Daisy Avenue. The remaining 

intersection approaches would be close to a perpendicular four leg intersection.  
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Spokane Traffic Calming Master Plan 

District: 3 

Neighborhood: Northwest 

Project Extent: Francis Avenue and Fotheringham Street Intersection 
Estimate: $450,000 

Problem Statement: Residents of the Northwest neighborhood raised concerns over the lack of a 

pedestrian crossing facility at the intersection of Francis Avenue and Fotheringham Street.  

Francis Avenue and Fotheringham Street Intersection 

Traffic Analysis: 

Francis Avenue within the study area is classified as a principal arterial with a posted speed limit of 35 

miles per hour and provides two lanes in each direction. Francis Avenue also serves as State Route 291 

and is under WSDOT jurisdiction. Fotheringham Street is a local street. Fotheringham Street has one 

lane in each direction with available on-street parking on either side of the roadway. Fotheringham 

Street has a posted speed limit of 25 miles per hour and a 20 mile per hour posted school zone speed 

limit when children are present. The sidewalk network in the study corridor is complete. Bike lanes are 

not provided in the study corridor. The pedestrian crossing facilities are found only at intersections with 

Fotheringham Street that are directly adjacent to the school. The intersection of Francis Avenue and 

Fotheringham Street does not have any pedestrian crossing facilities.   



Spokane Traffic Calming Master Plan 

The table below shows the estimated 2022 daily traffic volumes and 85th percentile speeds on Francis 

Avenue at the 3500 block, which is the intersection with Fotheringham Street. As shown in the table, the 

highest daily volume at the intersection was on Francis Avenue with 8,712 west bound vehicles. The 

highest 85th percentile speed was 42 miles per hour (7 miles per hour greater than the posted speed 

limit).  

2022 Daily Traffic and 85th Percentile Speeds at Francis Avenue and Fotheringham Street 

Intersection 

Direction # Lanes 
2022 Estimated Daily Traffic 

(Vehicles per day)

85th Percentile Speed 

(mph) 

Posted Speed 

(mph) 

Francis Avenue a 

EB 2 8,394 41 

35 

WB 2 8,712 42 

Both Dir. 4 17,106 N/A 
a Traffic data collected in March 2012. Traffic volumes were grown at a 1.0% annual growth rate, to estimate 2022 traffic 

conditions. 

The need for enhanced pedestrian crossing treatments was analyzed based on NCHRP Report 562. 

Based on the findings, red treatment (e.g., HAWK signal beacon, midblock pedestrian signal) is the 

preferred treatment if there are 20 or more pedestrian crossings during the peak hour. Although 

pedestrian data is not available, it is assumed the 20 or more pedestrian crossing threshold is met due to 

nearby commercial uses and the surrounding urban neighborhood. 

Recommended Solution:  

The installation of a HAWK or hybrid beacon pedestrian crossing is recommended on Francis Avenue at 

Fotheringham Street to serve the crossing demand from nearby commercial uses and the designation as 

a city Bike Friendly Route. Any improvements on Francis Avenue will require WSDOT approval.  
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