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Our Goal for Today

Understand SpoCanopy and Cool Canopy

Share additional information about the City’s IRA grant 
funding

Discuss Neighborhood Project Collaborations 



SpoCanopy Cool Canopy

City of 

Spokane 

Spokane 

County









Trees as a measure of equity 



Median Income and Canopy Coverage 



*Shading Indicates Degree of Canopy Cover



Population living in poverty 



Quick history:  What is redlining?

Systemic denial of services and resources to certain 

communities and neighborhoods either by direct removal, 

denial of resources  or sudden increase of prices. 







Red pins on the map depict 15 of Spokane County’s 19 

confirmed heat-related deaths during the 2021 Heat Dome, 

others occurred within the county, but outside of the image 

extent or lacked a location in the release from the Medical 

Examiner. 







Mapping, planning and prioritizing : 

Phase1

● Focus is the intersection of environmental justice and increasing environmental ecosystem benefits, and 

using natural solutions to mitigate the effects of climate change. 

● Look at combination of canopy cover, income, diversity, environmental disparities 

● Use GIS to map where street trees could potentially be planted (class I and II )

○ From there prioritize which blocks and streets we will offer the free trees to. Criteria include proximity to schools, 

greenways or pedestrian corridors, proximity to main arterials to reduce sound and increase air quality. 



Eligibility Criteria 



Canopy Density block-by-block





Street Trees - Class II



Neighborhood Outreach 

SpoCanopy is community-lead, for the community by the community. 
Through outreach and education SpoCanopy aims to not only plant trees and 
increase our canopy, but to increase awareness, investment and stewardship 
over their trees and canopy. SpoCanopy empowers residents to improve the 
environmental quality of their neighborhood, increase the value of their 
homes, and build a sense of place by taking action and planting trees. 

Hit the pavement! Volunteers canvass streets, talk to residents, and leave 
information on how to sign up for a free tree.

● They will organize and do initial outreach
● Leave flyers and info at doors and on community boards 
● Setting up meetings with neighborhood stakeholders
● Table at community events to distribute information on value of 

street trees and promote planting. 

Once residents have agreed to a tree, we will leave a promotional yard 
sign in their yard! 

James, TLC’s outreach intern, canvassing 
neighborhoods 2020 

Phase 2 



Neighborhood Outreach





Tree Planting Events 

● Volunteers plant the trees during a 

neighborhood tree planting event.

● With the help of The Lands Council's staff 

and City Arborists, volunteers are given 

the tools to dig large 3-foot deep holes, 

then plant the trees, water them and 

mulch them.

● These events are a fun, hands-on way for 

our community to make a difference!

Phase 3 





Maintenance and Tree Care  

● Residents are required to sign an MOA agreeing to water and 

maintain their tree for its lifetime. 

● TLC will establish an Tree Steward volunteer role. Tree 

Stewards will be assigned a number of trees to monitor 

throughout the summer. Leaving tree care reminders for 

residents that need to water. 

● In the case that the residents do not heed the tree care 

reminders, Tree Stewards will ask nearby neighbors to monitor 

the tree and provide water. Finally they will alert TLC, who will 

go out to water the tree. 

● Water and care in the first 3 years will help the street tree 

establish and will yield a healthy mature tree that provides 

ecosystem benefits. 

Phase 4 & 5



Cost to Water a Tree 
 

Newly planted trees need about 20-30  gallons 

of water every week for the first few years. 

Any guesses on how much it costs Spokane 

residents to water a tree for the first few 

years?

$1 per year



SpoCanopy Expo-Forest 



Any guesses on how many trees we planted last spring? 

421 Ponderosa Pine (plus an undetermined amount of 

Rocky Mountain Juniper) seedlings

70 Ponderosa Pines (larger stock)

70 Western Larch

40 Austrian Pine

36 Autumn Brilliance Apple Serviceberry

35 Espresso Kentucky Coffee tree

35 Harvest Gold Linden

20 Forest Green Italian Oak

20 Honey Locust

12 English Oak

10 Norway Maple

8 Douglas Fir

3 Emerald Sunshine Elms

2 Eastern Redbuds

782!!!



Questions on SpoCanopy & Cool Canopy? 



City of Spokane IRA Grant Updates 

- Spring 2024, The City of Spokane was awarded $6,000,000 for Urban Forestry 

- Tree Removals 

- 433 removals identified 

- Removal notices are mailed or hand delivered 30 days in advance 

- Priority on High Risk Trees in low-income neighborhoods.

- Tree Maintenance 

- Focus on major risk trees over houses, roads, or sidewalks

- Improving street and sidewalk clearance and large deadwood

Need resources for your neighborhood? 

https://my.spokanecity.org/urbanforestry/programs/tree-equity/

TreeEquitySpokane@spokanecity.org 

https://my.spokanecity.org/urbanforestry/programs/tree-equity/
mailto:TreeEquitySpokane@spokanecity.org


Enhancing Community Engagement through Free Trees 

“You Don’t Have to Move to Live in a Better Neighborhood” 
- City of Spokane Office of Neighborhood Services 

Let’s work together to improve your 

neighborhoods and the environment at the 

same time! 



Enhancing Community Engagement Through Free Trees 

- Empower Residents to Shape their Neighborhood 

o Determine the feel of your personal neighborhood by choosing your trees 

- Neighborhood Identity and Legacy 

o Create a long-term vision for greenery in your neighborhood, plant trees to celebrate events or 

milestones or create “heritage groves”  

- Increased Public Safety 

o Increase walkability and support traffic calming projects 

- Increase outreach for SpoCanopy and Neighborhood Councils 

o Partner to spread awareness about neighborhood councils in your community

- Opportunities for Community Stewardship 

o Make an annual tree planting event for the community featuring booths and treats from local 

businesses 

o Let the people in your community be part of building better neighborhoods  



Contact Information

Justyce Brant, jbrant@landscouncil.org

We are here to help! Don't hesitate to reach out!

mailto:jbrant@landscouncil.org
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