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Washington cities and counties that are planning under the requirements of the 
Washington Growth Management Act have comprehensive plans. These policy 
documents are the community’s long range vision for its future growth and 
development. 3



• RCW allows once per year amendment process.

• Cumulative impacts of proposed changes must be 
considered.

• SEPA Review must be completed.
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Q. Why is Comprehensive Plan (Comp Plan) amendment 
training valuable to all citizens and neighborhood councils?

A. Because the Comp Plan lays the foundation for how and 
where current and future growth and development occurs. 

Citizens participate in creating and maintaining this roadmap 
over time. Amendments are one way the Comp Plan changes.

By the time you see signs like these in your neighborhood, the 
development is in a permit process and it’s much more 
difficult to make a change.
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Shaping Spokane Comprehensive Plan
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https://my.spokanecity.org/shapingspokane/comprehensive-plan/
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https://my.spokanecity.org/smc/?Chapter=17G.020
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2019

= Opportunity for Public Comment (Written/Oral)
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https://my.spokanecity.org/smc/?Chapter=17G.020
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READ and provide comments on the amendment proposal and on 
the SEPA

checklist/supplement comment period.

Provide comments throughout the process; to Planning, Plan 
Commission, and City Council. Watch for comment period and hearing 
notices. Ensure that the comment becomes part of the public record 
and gets to everyone by always including Planner/Planning is on 
the email or letter.
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-Facts, not opinions. Studies would be one source for supporting 
comments. Decision-makers must have concrete information to 
consider.

-Comprehensive plan designation, goals, objectives, and policies for the
property and area.

-Other planning documents for the area, such as a neighborhood plan 
(after 2001).

-If the application is for a map amendment, look up the zoning category in
SMC 17C and become familiar with the permitted uses.
Look at 17C for what is permitted. The applicant
may or may not say what they intend to develop
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-A comprehensive plan map amendment application is not the 
development project itself. It is a request to make a future 
project possible by applying a different land use 
designation and zoning category.  

-A policy amendment asks the community to consider 
correction or new guidance to better achieve the 
community vision; often of importance citywide. 24
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https://my.spokanecity.org/shapingspokane/comprehensive-plan/
https://my.spokanecity.org/smc/
https://my.spokanecity.org/projects/2019-2020-proposed-comprehensive-plan-amendments/
https://maps.spokanecity.org/
https://my.spokanecity.org/business/commercial/impact-fees/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/short-course/
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance
http://mrsc.org/getdoc/5b348b11-643a-47dd-affb-bd47f577175c/Planning.aspx
http://www.gmhb.wa.gov/Global/Reader?title=Handbook&path=Handbook
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2019/2020 Proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendments
Kevin Freibott kfreibott@spokanecity.org 27

https://my.spokanecity.org/projects/2019-2020-proposed-comprehensive-plan-amendments/
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