
Spokane Neighborhoods Community Assembly 
“Provide a vehicle to empower Neighborhood Councils’ participation in government.” 

 City of Spokane WiFi Access: Login Name: COS Guest Password: 7RGrc52e 
** IF YOU CAN’T MAKE THE MEETING, PLEASE SEND YOUR ALTERNATE! ** 

Meeting Agenda for Thursday, September 5, 2019 
5:30 to 8:00 pm, City Hall, 808 W. Spokane Falls Blvd 

Proposed Agenda Subject to Change 

Please bring the following items: 
*Community Assembly Minutes: August

Administrative Agenda 
Agenda Item Time Action Page # 

1. Introductions (Facilitator) ...........................................................................3 min (5:30) Discussion 

2. Proposed Agenda (Facilitator) ....................................................................2 min (5:33) Approve 1 
• Including Core Values, Purpose, Rules of Order

3. Approve/Amend Minutes (Facilitator) ........................................................5 min (5:35) Approve 4 

Open Forum 
4. Reports/Updates/Announcements ............................................................10 min (5:40) Oral Reports 

Legislative Agenda 
5. City Council (City Councilmember(s)) .........................................................10 min (5:50) Oral Reports 

6. 2020 City Budget (Mayor Condon) .............................................................45 min (6:00) Oral Report 

7. CHHS Report and NCDP Update (Melody Dunn) .......................................10 min (6:45) Oral Report 7 

8. Report on Abandoned Houses Conference (Kathryn Alexander) .............10 min (6:55) Oral Report 

9. Status of PC Liaison Open Position (Paul Kropp) ......................................10 min (7:05) Oral Report 13 

10. Neighborhood & Planning Services Update ..............................................20 min (7:15) Oral Report 
• Comp Plan Amendment Hearing Announcement (Melissa Wittstruck)
• South University District Planning Update (Chris Green)

11. Roundtable Discussion ...............................................................................10 min (7:35) Open Discussion 

Other Written Reports 
Plan Commission Agenda Materials See Website at https://my.spokanecity.org/bcc/commissions/plan-commission/ 

Committee Reports, Agendas, Minutes, etc. 
• Administration Committee ...................................................................................................................................  18 
• Building Stronger Neighborhoods ........................................................................................................................  19 
• Community Assembly/Community Development (CA/CD) .................................................................................  21 
• Pedestrian, Traffic, and Transportation (PeTT) ...................................................................................................  24 

Liaisons and CA Representation on Outside Boards and Committees Reports (Liaison Committee) 
• Community Housing and Human Services ..........................................................................................................  31 
• Design Review Board Liaison Report ..................................................................................................................  34 
• Citizen Advisory Committee—Urban Forestry ......................................................................................................  38 
• West Quadrant TIF Frequently Asked Questions ................................................................................................ 43 
• Announcements ....................................................................................................................................................  47 

https://my.spokanecity.org/bcc/commissions/plan-commission/


Community Assembly Core Values and Purpose 

CORE PURPOSE: 
Provide a vehicle to empower neighborhood councils’ participation in government. 

BHAG (Big Hairy Audacious Goal): 
Become an equal partner in local government. 

(This will be further expounded upon in the Vivid Description.  What does this mean to you?) 

CORE VALUES: 
Common Good:  Working towards mutual solutions based on diverse and unique perspectives. 

Alignment:  Bringing together the independent neighborhood councils to act collectively. 

Initiative:  Being proactive in taking timely, practical action. 

Balance of Power:  Being a transparent, representative body giving power to citizens' voices. 

VIVID DESCRIPTION: 
The Community Assembly fulfils its purpose, achieves its goals, and stays true to its core values by its 
members engaging each other and the community with honest communication and having transparent 
actions in all of its dealings.  Community Assembly representatives are knowledgeable and committed 
to serving their neighborhood and their city as liaisons and leaders.  

The Community Assembly initiates and is actively involved early and often in the conception, adoption 
and implementation of local policy changes and projects.  The administration and elected officials bring 
ideas to the Community Assembly in the forming stages for vetting, input and participation.  The 
Community Assembly is a valuable partner to these officials and neighborhoods in creating quality policy 
& legislation for the common good. 

The Community Assembly stimulates participation in civic life among our residents.  Citizens that run for 
political office will believe in the importance of partnering with the Community Assembly and 
neighborhood councils.  Those candidates’ active participation and history with neighborhoods 
contributes to their success, enhancing successful partnerships between the Community Assembly and 
local government.  
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D. Decision-making process: (See figure below for a graphical depiction of what follows.)

1. An independent facilitator shall preside at CA meetings. In the absence of a facilitator,
an Office of Neighborhood Services representative may preside.  The facilitator shall act
in accordance with the procedures outlined herein.

2. To speak at a meeting, a person must be recognized by the facilitator and only one
person can be recognized at a time. Each speaker has two minutes. When all who wish
to speak have been allowed their time, the rotation may begin again.

3. When a proposal for action is made, open discussion shall occur before a motion is
formed by the group.

4. As part of the final time extension request, the facilitator shall request a show of
hands by the representatives to indicate which of the following actions the group wants
to take:

a. End discussion and move into forming the motion and voting,

b. Further discussion,

c. Table discussion with direction,

d. Request time to continue discussion at next CA meeting,

e. Request additional information from staff or CA committee, or

f. Send back to the appropriate CA committee for additional work.

2
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CA Minutes – 8/1/2019 1 

Community Assembly 
Meeting Minutes 

August 1, 2019 

1. Introductions
2. Proposed Agenda

 Switch agenda item 6 to 5.
o Approve

3. Approve/Amend Minutes (Facilitator)
 Approve

Open Forum 
4. Reports/Updates/Announcements

 Night Out Against Crime – AM Cannon Park
 West Quadrant TIFF – request to discuss at CA
 Strong Towns Group - $500 contribution from CA

o Event on September 10, evening at Gonzaga Law School
o https://www.strongtowns.org/eventspage/2019/9/10/spokane-wa

 Plan Commission
o Hearing on impact fees
o Hearing on renaming East Central Community Center
o City is taking applications for Plan Commission membership

 Clarification – the City is always taking applications for all boards and
committees

5. City Street Arterial Map (Inga Note)
 Presentation: Update of City arterial street code

o https://static.spokanecity.org/documents/neighborhoods/getinvolved/presentation
s/2019/08/smc-arterial-ca-2019-08-01.pdf

 CA asked questions and discussed proposed changes
6. City Council - City Councilmember Lori Kinnear

 District 1 and 2 – paving streets based on road criteria
 District 2 CDBG meeting – discuss projects for application for February
 Meeting on public shelter on East Sprague – looking for collaboration between County and

Spokane Valley, continue to meet with citizens on topic
 Urban density
 Questions

o Potential shelter along East Sprague – Has the City put money into it that would be
lost?

o How many neighborhoods showed up at the District 2 CA/CD meeting? All but 4
o CDBG Schedule: December 30th – CHHS opens NCDC, Jan 13-17 trainings through

CHHS, Feb 21 district letter, April 3 – district packets due
 Suggestion to review proposal for CA/CC schedule to coordinate

o No update on opioids lawsuit
7. CA/CD Policies and Procedures (Kathryn Alexander)

 Discussed policies and procedures
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CA Minutes – 8/1/2019 2 

 Suggestion to make alternates voting members
 Discussed role of committee – already discussed this in great detail at previous CA meetings
 Call for vote
 Motion: Approve the CA/CC committee policies and procedures as presented.

o 13 yay
o 1 nay
o 5 abstentions

 CA/CD schedule to align CA/CD and CHHS decision-making
o Tentative August 19 meeting

 Concern – half of NCs do not meet in August, so not able to select
representatives

 Discussed whether NCDP funds should be spent in their district or anywhere in the City.
o Important question to bring back to NCs for a vote
o Clarification – Are NCs asking to determine a different approach?

 George Dahl – Focus of the program is to leverage resources to greatest benefit
to community as a whole

o CA desire to allow funds to be spent anywhere in the city
8. Liaison Committee (Paul Kropp)

 Discussed liaison committee updates
 Request: Set term of office for Plan Commission liaison

o Suggestion – 3 years, renewable one time for 3 years
o Requires a vote for renewal

 Renewal process: Extend recommendation by CA to Administration and City Council
 Motion: Set term of 3 years for Plan Commission Liaison, renewable one time for 3 years

o Yay: passed unanimously
 Suggest development of position profile for each of the liaison positions
 Appointed temporary select committee to draft a Plan Commission liaison position profile:

Kathryn Alexander, Andy Hoye, Melody Dunn
 Requesting current CA representative to join Liaison Committee: Andy Hoye
 Lessons learned from liaison survey: will make it anonymous next time

9. Neighborhood & Planning Services Update
 Introduction of Annica Eagle, new Community Programs Coordinator:

aeagle@spokanecity.org, 509-625-6156
 Introduction of other new staff: Taylor Berberich, Urban Designer
 Presentation on North Bank Plan Subarea Planning Process – Melissa Wittstruck

o https://static.spokanecity.org/documents/neighborhoods/getinvolved/presentation
s/2019/08/august-ca-presentation.pdf

o CA Discussion:
 Suggest additional focus on history and Tribes, cultural destinations,

housing (affordable housing)
10. Roundtable Discussion

 Sylvia St. Claire – Discussed West Quadrant TIFF purpose and boundaries, and recent project
voting process

o Karen Kearney – suggest CA write a letter of support on behalf of neighborhoods
o Suggest West Central to request agenda item to Admin Committee
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o Vickie Munch – Suggest Community Assembly send a representative to the
upcoming West Quadrant TIF meeting(s) before initiating any group action

o Suggest more information be provided about West Quadrant TIFF – summary
information on TIFF purpose and share out to NCs; annual report will be coming out
Planning will provide summary of committee to CA in advance of September
meeting

o Meeting time: First Wednesday of each month at 4-5:30 p.m. at City Hall, 808 W.
Spokane Falls Blvd., First Floor, Tribal Conference Room

 Reminder that primary ballots due next Tuesday, August 6
 Heather Trautman – Transforming Neighborhoods: Strategies for Vacant and Abandoned

Properties half day seminar on August 15
o ONS to send out email out to neighborhoods

Community Assembly Representatives Roll Call: 

In Attendance: 
Audubon/Downriver 
Balboa/South Indian Trail 
Bemiss 
Browne’s Addition  
Cliff/Cannon 
East Central 
Grandview/Thorpe  
Hillyard 
Lincoln Heights  
Nevada Heights  
Northwest  
Peaceful Valley  
Riverside  
Rockwood  
Shiloh Hills  
Southgate  
West Central  
West Hills  
Whitman 

Not in Attendance:  
Chief Garry Park  
Comstock 
Emerson-Garfield  
Five Mile Prairie  
Latah/Hangman  
Logan  
Manito/Cannon Hill 
Minnehaha 
North Hill 
North Indian Trail 
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Community, Housing and Human Services August 7, 2019 

A reminder for the NCDP to the districts. 
As district members we have been putting together our priorities.  These need to be put before 
your neighborhoods and approved to be forwarded to the CHHS by the October 18th deadline. 

District Needs, Priorities, 
Goals Due to  CHHS 

All Neighborhood Councils Friday, October 18, 2019 

NCDP Menu RFP CHHS November/December 2019 

District NCDP Application 
Period Opens 

District 1,2,3 Monday, December 30, 2019 

CHHS Mandatory District 
Trainings 

District 1,2,3 Week of January 13th 2020 

District Letter of Funding 
Intent 

District 1,2,3 Friday, February 21, 2020 

NCDP Application Packets 
Due to CHHS 

District 1,2,3 Friday, April 3, 2020 

The agenda with notes from the last meeting 
https://static.spokanecity.org/documents/bcc/boards/community-housing-services-board/board/a
gendas/2019/08/chhs-agenda-2019-08-07.pdf 

George Dahl informed the board on Community Based Development Organizations, 
(CBDOs), a possible resource that is being refound and explored as a prospective tool to be 
shared with the board as well as the neighborhoods to deal with homeless housing.  These 
(CBDO) organizations are generally nonprofit and have an emphasis on housing and economic 
development activities within a targeted geographic area, such as a district, these are the only 
type of organization allowed to construct new housing with CDBG funds.  A review of the CBDO 
requirements can be found in 24 CFR Part 570.204.  

● Generally, new construction of housing is not eligible under the CDBG program.
However, the regulations allow for certain eligible entities to carry out this activity on
behalf of the grantee (570.204(c)).

● This entity is known as Community Based Development Organization or CBDO.
● The eligible groups include neighborhood-based organizations, section 301(d) Small

Business Investment Companies (SBICs), local development corporations (LDCs), and
some Community Housing Development Organizations (CHDOs).
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● These organizations must be undertaking a neighborhood revitalization, community
economic development or energy conservation project in order to use CDBG for new
construction.  Note that new housing construction carried out by an eligible CBDO must
be part of a larger effort to revitalize the neighborhood (i.e., a plan for the community’s
revitalization efforts based on a comprehensive plan, not just for the sake of the CDBG
project).

The CHHS intends to work with local partner agencies to gauge interest in CBDO designations, 
check to see if they qualifications.  Those qualifying for CBDO designation will allow the City of 
Spokane to enhance CDBG investments in affordable housing activities, including new housing 
construction.  

The next topic to be discussed was the 2020 Consolidated Planning Process, which is 
designed to help local jurisdictions assess their affordable housing and community development 
needs and market conditions, and to make data-driven, place-based investment decisions.  

Through stakeholder meetings, the priorities of our community’s needs are Housing, 
including affordable rental housing and affordable homeowner housing.  Also identified as a 
community priorities were community services, such as workforce development, food security, 
and community services.  The timeline is currently on hold to include newly elected officials and 
the Planning Department. 

CHHS board director, Kelly Keenan showed the presentation of Spokane’s Envision 
Center and a recent trip he’d taken to that he had shown to HUD in Washington, D.C., recently. 
https://my.spokanecity.org/news/stories/2019/08/13/envision-center-serves-as-safety-net/ 

Paul Trautman gave the report from the Affordable Housing committee’s June 11th meeting 
of this year. In regards to the 2019 Washington Legislature, things to note; Landlord-Tenant Act 
will extend “pay or vacate deadlines from 3-14 days, rent increase notices were changed from 
30 - 60 days. The House Bill 1406 funds may be seen in Spokane for affordable housing 
subcommittee of the Committee recommended and had approved by the Committee changes to 
locally-created HOME Multifamily Housing Program requirements.  Including expanding HOME 
unit eligibility from 30% AMI and 50% AMI units to include a maximum of 60% AMI units. 

Two significant subcommittee recommendations are: 
1. Remove Permanent Supportive Housing for homeless as an application priority

recognizing that homeless households are equally served by HOME units at 30% AMI.
2. Expand rental housing affordability to include 60% AMI.  HIstorically, CHHS has limited

HOME funds to housing affordability to include 30% AMI and 50% AMI.  Adding housing
at 60% AMI may encourage a broader mix of household incomes in affordable housing
projects.  Things to note. . .

● An eligible HOME application will still need to include at least one 30% AMI or
50% AMI HOME-assisted unit.  A project can’t propose all units at 60% AMI.
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● This change will have little effect on HOME rents.  Both 50% AMI and 60% AMI
studio and 1 bedroom units will have the same rent because they are both
capped at Fair Market Rent.  The 60% AMI 2 bedroom rent is also capped at Fair
Market Rent.

● Rents will be capped at 60% AMI (rather than HUD’s allowed 65% AMI) to avoid
conflict with federal Project-Based rent exception and administrative burdens of
advance rent approvals and Low-HOME unit minimum percentage.

● A new 60% AMI HOME Maximum Subsidy must be adopted (see below)
The 2019 HOME Multifamily Housing Program and the Single Family Rehab Program Manager 
RFP applications will be reviewed this fall to be ready by January 2020. 

Max HOME Subsidy      New Max
approved April 2019  HOME Subsidy 

30% 50% 60% 
NEW 

0 
Bdrm $40,000 *$15,000 *$7,000 

1 
Bdrm $55,000 *$20,000 *$8,500 

2 
Bdrm $80,000 $30,000 *$11,000 

3 
Bdrm $130,000 $80,000 $51,000 

4 
Bdrm $160,000 $100,000 $65,000 

*indicates rent capped at HUD Fair Market Rent

Modified Locally-Created HOME Multifamily Housing Program Requirements 
REQUIRED AFFORDABILITY 

HUD imposes a 5-20 year minimum Period of Affordability.  However the City adds 10 years 
affordability for all projects requesting loan forgiveness. The Program serves only households 
with incomes at or below 60% of the Spokane area median family income. Projects are 
encouraged to include units affordable to 30% AMI.  However, the number of 30% AMI units 
should not exceed ½ of all units in a project to protect financial viability.  This limitation supports 
a program objective of sustainable project cash flow without reliance upon operating subsidy. 
Projects with units for households with incomes at or below 30% AMI that rely upon 
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project-based rental subsidy should demonstrate that the project would still be financially viable 
if the subsidy ends 

Changed from 50% previous AMI level and now stating that “This limitation supports a program 
objective of sustainable project cash flow without reliance upon operating subsidy. 

ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS 
Owners and developers are expected to prioritize their applications, if they submit more than 
one application. For less experienced applicants, collaborative efforts with experienced parties 
and/or experienced development consultants will be considered, however the entire 
development and operational expertise may not come from consultants. Applicants will not have 
a voluntary or involuntary petition not dismissed within 90 days after filing under the US 
Bankruptcy 

With no changes 

ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES 
Projects that are accessible to public transportation, services, jobs, and amenities are 
encouraged.  Eligible projects must (1) increase the supply of affordable rental housing, (2) 
preserve existing housing as affordable and quality, and/or (3) rehabilitate properties to improve 
housing quality and support/extend affordability.  Projects must meet at least one of the 
following priorities of the MHP. 

● Housing units affordable to households with incomes at or below 30% of Area Median
Income (AMI).

● Housing units that are affordable to households with incomes at or below 50% AMIj and
are located within Target Investment Areas and/or areas designated as Centers and
Corridors in the City’s Comprehensive Land Use Plan;

● Housing units with three or more bedrooms that are affordable to large families with
incomes at or below 50% AMI;

Changes shown underlined, showing push for affordability and sustainability. 

“CHHS charges HOME Program staff costs to HOME assisted projects.  This supplements 
HUD’s limited HOME admin funding”, and “Housing units that provide Permanent Supportive 
Housing for chronically homeless.  The project must operate under the Housing First model. 
The project must participate in the Coordinated Assessment System for all housing placements 
and must enter data into HMIS. “ 
Wording was recommended by the affordable housing committee and then approved to be 
removed by the CHHS board.  

THE APPLICATION 
CHHS charges and application fee of 0.5% of the requested HOME funds for each application. 
If the loan amount increases, an additional fee for the increased funding will apply.  Fees are not 
refunded if the project is not or if the funding offered is less than the funding that was requested. 
Projects will be evaluated based on the following factors: 
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● Project’s access to public transit.
● Readiness.
● Cost reasonableness.
● Leverage of other funding sources, including overall leverage of public resources.
● Social services appropriate for the housing.  The application must identify how the

sponsor will pay or partner for the services, if they are offered.
● Performance of team members in managing current and past projects, including (but not

limited to) compliance, monitoring, and payment history.
● Market factors such as project location, housing demand, population served, and

vacancy absorption rate.
The applicant must have site control of all project sites at the time application.  Applications and 
allocations are site specific.  The application and any allocation may be invalidated, if site 
control is lost 

Voted to be added is underlined above and following  is to be  removed “Full market study and 
apraisal are not required at the time of application to the City, but including them in the 
increases an applications’s competitiveness.”  Projects will no longer be evaluated based on the 
following factors: 

● Magnitude of need and compatibility with priorities.
● Compatibility of the project with the neighborhood

FUNDING 
The construction budget should identify and describe any costs paid to the owner or developer. 
The City may limit its payment of development fees to a portion of committed City HOME funds. 
The minimum amount of HOME funds to a project is $75,000.  Ten percent of the City’s funds 
will be held as retainage until the project is complete, all prevailing wage requirements are met, 
building permits are final, and the owner accepts the work. The operating budget should clearly 
identify property management fees (onsite and offsite) and distinguish them from other 
operating costs.  The operating budget should clearly identify property management fees (onsite 
and offsite) and distinguish them from other operating costs.  f additional project funds are later  
obtained, the City may reduce the City loan or require additional property improvements. 

If you would like more detail you can go here 
If you have any further questions, please forward them to a member of the CHHS board staff. 
https://my.spokanecity.org/bcc/boards/community-housing-and-human-services-board/ 
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September 2019 Update

Project Allocation Status Project Allocation Status Project Allocation Status

Audubon/Downriver NA  - -
Transitions Growing 
Hope Garden  $                10,200.00 Partially Complete

WCCC - Security 
Improvements  $                10,000.00 Complete

Balboa/South Indian Trail No allocation  - - No Allocation  - - No Allocation  - -

Hays Park  $                28,000.00 
Contracted – construction summer 
2019

Rochester Park  $                18,000.00 Complete

Browne's Addition CDA Park  $                  2,933.42 Complete CDA Park  $                  2,700.00 Complete
No Application 
Received  - -

Single Family Rehab  $                20,000.00 Complete Sidewalks  $                13,000.00 Fall 2019
CC - O'Malley 
Windows  $                12,000.00 

Not enough funding to complete 
project – reallocation to other 
neighborhood projects

Sidewalks  $                15,000.00 Complete
LCSNW Security 
Improvements  $                16,000.00 Complete

SNAP - Pacific Apt. 
Play Equip.  $                12,000.00 Complete

Ash St. Station  $                10,000.00 Complete

Hays Park  $                  7,000.00 
Contracted – construction summer 
2019

Cowley Park  $                  7,080.00 Complete
Sidewalks  $                33,310.99 Complete

Comstock No Allocation  - - No Allocation  - - No Allocation  - -

Southeast Daycare  $                35,000.00 Complete Sidewalks  $                  5,000.00 Fall 2019 CC - St. Anne's Roof  $                14,000.00 Complete

SPEAR  $                29,900.00 Complete
MLK Family 
Outreach Center  $                40,000.00 

A&E Delivered – Bidding summer 
2019 Napa Street Gateway  $                14,000.00 

Not enough funding to complete 
project – reallocation to other 
neighborhood projects

Rochester Park  $                  5,100.00 Complete

ECCC Flooring  $                20,000.00 
A&E Delivered – Bidding fall/winter 
2019

Emerson Park  $                22,100.00 
Contracted – construction summer 
2019

N. Monroe Gateway 
Sign  $                32,154.00 

Design consultation underway – 
AHBL

N. Spokane Dental 
Clinic  $                10,000.00 October 2019

Ash St. Station Complete HOC Respite Beds  $                  3,800.00 Complete

WCCC Garage Complete
24/7 WCCC Library 
Kiosk  $                  7,000.00 Complete
WCFR 
Demonstration 
Kitchen  $                  7,000.00 Complete
WCCC ADA Ramp  $                  7,000.00 Complete

Five Mile Prairie No Allocation  - - No Allocation  - - No Allocation  - -

Grandview/Thorpe No Allocation  - - No Allocation  - - No Allocation  - -

Rochester Park  $                20,000.00 Complete NEYC Entry Vestibule  $                22,000.00 Complete
Rochester Park  $                10,000.00 Complete
Hillyard Senior 
Center  $                18,300.00 Complete

Latah/Hangman No Allocation  - -
MLK Family 
Outreach Center

 $                  9,600.00 
A&E Delivered – Bidding fall/winter 
2019 No Allocation  - -

Lincoln Heights Altamont St.  $                27,077.76 Complete
24/7 WCCC Library 
Kiosk  $                23,600.00 Complete

N. Spokane Dental 
Clinic  $                20,000.00 October 2019

CC - O'Malley 
Windows  $                12,400.00 

Not enough funding to complete 
project – reallocation to other 
neighborhood projects

Sidewalks  $                12,600.00 Fall 2019

Manito/Cannon Hill No Allocation  - - No Allocation  - - No Allocation  - -

Minnehaha NECC  $                14,103.00 Complete
No Application 
Received

 - -
NECC - Senior Center 
Renovation

 $                10,000.00 Project Complete

NECC  $                20,000.00 Complete
24/7 WCCC Library 
Kiosk  $                15,000.00 Complete

Lighthouse for the 
Blind  $                30,000.00 Complete Glass Park  $                15,000.00 

Contracted – construction summer 
2019

Single Family Rehab  $                20,000.00 Complete Women's Hearth  $                10,000.00 Complete
Next Gen. Zone  $                10,000.00 Complete HOC Respite Beds  $                10,000.00 Complete

Ash St. Station  $                25,000.00 Complete

WCFR 
Demonstration 
Kitchen  $                11,000.00 Complete

Sidewalks  $                29,895.00 Complete
SNAP Alexandria 
Apartments  $                10,000.00 Complete

Gathering House  $                10,000.00 
Contractor procured – September 
2019

N. Monroe Gateway  $                10,000.00 
Design consultation underway – 
AHBL

North Indian Trail No Allocation  - - No Allocation  - - No Allocation  - -

Northwest
Shadle Park 
Amphitheater 
Demolition  $                23,693.04 Complete Sinto Senior Center  $                  9,600.00 Complete

Women's Hearth 
Facility 
Improvements  $                10,000.00 Bidding

Peaceful Valley
Riverwalk Park 
Lighting  $                10,154.00 Complete HOC Respite Beds  $                  8,300.00 Complete

N. Spokane Dental 
Clinic  $                10,000.00 October 2019

LCSNW Security 
Improvements  $                  5,300.00 Complete
Women's Hearth  $                10,000.00 Complete

Rockwood No Allocation No Allocation No Allocation

Excelsior Roof 
Replacement  $                10,000.00 Complete
Excelsior Fence  $                10,000.00 Reallocated to Roof
N. Spokane Dental 
Clinic  $                10,960.00 October 2019

Southgate No Allocation  - - No Allocation  - - No Allocation  - -

WCCC Garage  $                25,000.00 Complete

WCFR 
Demonstration 
Kitchen  $                10,000.00 Complete

Sinto Senior Center  $                10,000.00 Complete WCCC ADA Ramp  $                10,000.00 Complete

Ash St. Station  $                12,600.00 Complete WCCC Newton Room  $                10,000.00 Complete

Dutch Jake's Park  $                15,000.00 Under Construction
WCCC 24/7 Library 
Kiosk  $                10,000.00 Complete

Sinto Senior Center  $                15,000.00 Complete
Sidewalks  $                  3,600.00 Fall 2019

West Hills No Allocation  - - No Allocation  - - No Allocation  - -

Whitman Rochester Park  $                13,538.00 Complete Rochester Park  $                10,200.00 Complete Rochester Park  $                10,000.00 Complete

Bemiss

Chief Garry Park

Bidding $                11,000.00 
TLC - Flooring 
Improvements

Complete $                15,000.00 Rochester Park

Program Year 2018Program Year 2017Program Year 2016
7/1/18 - 6/30/197/1/17 - 6/30/187/1/16 - 6/30/17

Complete $                15,000.00 Fresh Soul

East Central

Summer/fall 2019 $                25,000.00 Polly Judd ParkFall 2019 $                35,700.00 Sidewalks

Neighborhood Council

Complete
Project Complete $                40,000.00 

NECC - Senior Center 
Renovation

Emerson\Garfield
Bidding $                20,000.00 

WCFR - HVAC 
Improvements

Design consultation underway – 
AHBL

N. Monroe Gateway 
Sign

Cliff-Cannon

Complete $                22,000.00 
Pacific Apt Play 
Equipment

Shalom MinistriesRiverside

Nevada Heights Complete $                45,000.00 St. Anne's Roof

Design consultation underway – 
AHBL

 $                25,500.00 
N. Monroe Gateway 
Sign

Design consultation underway – 
AHBL

 $                32,154.00 
N. Monroe Gateway 
Sign

Complete $                10,000.00 
SNAP - Pacific Apt. 
Play Equip.

Complete $                17,149.25 

Hays Park

Shiloh Hills

Under Construction $                45,000.00 Dutch Jake's Park

Complete $                  5,545.00 Sidewalks

West Central

Complete $                30,960.00 WCCC ADA Ramp- - NA

North Hill

Contracted – construction summer 
2019

 $                30,000.00 Courtland Park
Contracted – construction summer 
2019

 $                53,646.00 

Logan Complete $                33,800.00 Mission ParkComplete $                38,472.00 Mission Park

Hillyard
Sidewalks  $                38,104.00 
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Draft Notes - Community Assembly Select Review Committee – August 20, 2019 

Present – Kathryn Alexander, Susan Burns, Melody Dunn, Andy Hoye, Paul Kropp, Bonnie 
McInnis, Melissa Wittstruck  

Location / Time: Tom Sawyer Country Coffee / 2:00PM 
Note-taker: Andy Hoye / Editor: Paul Kropp 

3 topics were discussed in relation to the Community Assembly’s Plan Commission liaison 
member’s position profile: 
A) Performance evaluation of a liaison
B) Formulating the “non-voting” capacity of the Plan Commission liaison for the affirmation of
responsibilities in the position profile
C) Withdrawal of the nomination of a liaison

A – The general conclusions regarding performance evaluations are: 
• They should be conducted by the CA Liaison Committee
• Input should be requested from the chair of the board or commission (President in the

case of the Plan Commission)
• Input should be solicited from CA representatives individually
• A first touch evaluation should be done after three months of an initial term
• Evaluations should be as needed, or annually at a minimum

B – We reviewed Melissa Wittstruck’s notes from an audit of a recording of the comments made 
by James Richman, city attorney, to the Plan Commission on March 27 about the non-voting 
role of its Community Assembly and city council liaison members. 
The group concluded that, although the CA-PC Liaison cannot vote, he or she can participate 
as any other member, including asking the petitioner questions and deliberating in 
discussions until the time that a vote is taken. That understanding will appear in the 
Affirmation of Responsibilities as follows (subject to a review by staff for their comments): 

“I understand the Community Assembly’s liaison is a non-voting member of the Plan 
Commission who may participate as any commission member in commission business, 
including participation in deliberations at hearings, except for bringing motions or 
voting on matters that may be subject to a decision or recommendation by the 
commission.” 

C – The wording of withdrawal of a nomination should appear in the Policies and Procedures of 
the CA Liaison Committee as soon as possible. Several points were made and several 
attempts at phrasing were made both verbally and in writing in preparatory documents for 
this meeting.  

What appears below is the best understanding of the note-taker at the close of the meeting on 
this topic. 
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1) The action to withdraw the nomination of a liaison shall be by the Community Assembly at
the recommendation of the Liaison Committee

2) Grounds for withdrawal of nomination shall be similar to those established for the removal of
a Plan Commission member and include:
a) Unexcused absence from 3 consecutive regularly-scheduled meetings or hearings or
b) Unexcused absence from 6 regularly-scheduled meetings or hearings in a 12-month

period. Valid reasons for absence include sickness, personal emergency or temporary and
unavoidable conflict of employment. Such reasons shall be presented to the chair of the
Liaison Committee as soon as they are known to the liaison member, before the meeting
to be missed, or as soon as possible after the meeting.

c) Additional grounds for withdrawal of the nomination may include
i) undisclosed or unresolved conflicts of interest
ii) failure to provide timely and pertinent reports to the CA that emphasize items of

interest to the neighborhoods and neighborhood councils that make up the
Community Assembly

iii) failure to present to the PC items requested by the CA
iv) failure to address performance issues identified in performance evaluations

3) If sufficient absences have been noted by the chair of the Liaison Committee to trigger
consideration of withdrawal of a nomination, or for other reasons noted above, the chair shall
call a special meeting of the Liaison Committee, with the liaison member present, to verify
that the unexcused absences are correct, and/or discuss other grounds for nomination
withdrawal that may have been identified and documented.
After the liaison member has been given an opportunity to speak to the Committee, the
liaison shall be excused from the meeting, and deliberations of the Committee shall continue
and shall include a decision regarding withdrawal of the nomination.
If withdrawal is the consensus of the Committee, the Chair shall prepare a statement and
recommendation to the CA. If the Committee decides against withdrawal, that shall also be
reported to the CA.

Paul Kropp stated he would start to draft an amendment to the Liaison Committee’s Policies and 
Procedures to incorporate standards for the withdrawal of the nomination of a Community 
Assembly liaison.  

The chair also will continue to refine the wording of the position profile for the Plan Commission 
liaison. The current preliminary draft for the PP for the CA-PCL is attached. 

The meeting adjourned at 3:10PM. 
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** Draft ** August 20, 2019  FOR DISCUSSION ONLY 3 
4 

[Proposed appendix for the Liaison Committee’s Policies and Procedures for this liaison position] 5 
6 

PLAN COMMISSION LIAISON  7 
POSITION PROFILE 8 

9 
PROVISION IN MUNICIPAL CODE 10 
SMC 04.12.040 provides a non-voting liaison membership on the Plan Commission to both the city 11 
council and the Community Assembly: 12 

13 
Title 04 Administrative Agencies and Procedures 14 
Chapter 04.12 Plan Commission 15 
Section 04.12.040 Liaison Members 16 

17 
A. The city council shall appoint one city council member to serve as a liaison to the commission18 

and shall also appoint an alternate city council member to serve in the absence of the liaison.19 
B. The community assembly shall nominate a member of the assembly to serve as a liaison to the20 

plan commission, subject to confirmation by the mayor and appointment by the city council21 
C. The liaison members shall be non-voting participants in commission business.22 

23 
DUTY OF A LIAISON IN GENERAL 24 
The Community Assembly subscribes to this general definition of the role and function of a liaison: 25 

26 
“To serve as a channel for communication between groups.” 27 

28 
PLAN COMMISSION LIAISON MEMBERS – THE UNIQUE ROLE 29 
The Plan Commission liaison member role for both the Community Assembly liaison and the City Council 30 
liaison is unique in that the municipal code provides for full membership duties and privileges on the 31 
Plan Commission with the limitation that neither of them may propose a motion nor cast a vote 32 
pertaining to any topic or action. This may be termed as having voice but not vote in all Plan Commission 33 
proceedings, including hearings and deliberations on matters being considered for recommendation to 34 
the city council such as subarea plans, comprehensive plan amendments, and revised or new property 35 
development regulations. As such, the liaisons do not count in the determination of a quorum. 36 

37 
DUAL DUTY OF THE COMMUNITY ASSEMBLY PLAN COMMISSION LIAISON 38 
The Plan Commission liaison attends meetings of the Community Assembly and of the Plan Commission 39 
in order to have a sufficient basis in fact and experience to carry out the liaison function of 40 
communication on behalf of each body as herein described. 41 

42 
DUTY TO THE COMMUNITY ASSEMBLY 43 
• Attendance at Community Assembly meetings and the preparation and submission of written notes44 

on Plan Commission activities affecting, or of interest to, the neighborhoods in advance of each 45 
meeting.  46 

• Timely prior notice of an expected absence from Community Assembly meetings delivered to the47 
Administrative Committee chair and the Community Assembly facilitator. 48 

• Attendance when possible at joint Community Assembly/City Council meetings and Community49 
Assembly “retreat” events. 50 

• Participation with the Land Use Committee on matters related to city planning and development.51 
• Periodic performance review managed by the Liaison Committee.52 
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54 

** Draft ** August 20, 2019  FOR DISCUSSION ONLY 55 
56 

DUTY TO THE PLAN COMMISSION 57 
• Attendance and active participation in regularly scheduled Plan Commission meetings and making58 

verbal reports about the activities of the Community Assembly as may be deemed pertinent and of 59 
interest to the commission and its members. 60 

• Participation, optionally, in any of the other activities that from time to time the Plan Commission61 
and its members engage in, for example ad hoc subcommittees, joint agency study groups, planning 62 
trainings, workshops, and conferences. 63 

• Conformance with PC standards and practices applicable to all Plan Commission members as64 
provided in the Plan Commission Rules of Procedure, including but not limited to advance notice to 65 
the Plan Commission president and/or secretary of an expected absence from scheduled meetings 66 
(Rule 8.6) and disclosure of potential conflict of interest. 67 

68 
AFFIRMATION OF RESPONSIBILITIES 69 
Included in applications for the Plan Commission liaison member position: 70 

71 
I understand the Community Assembly’s liaison position provides a conduit for information 72 
between the Community Assembly, its constituent neighborhood councils, and the City of 73 
Spokane’s Plan Commission with the duty to serve as a voice both to and on behalf of the city’s 74 
Community Assembly and neighborhood councils. 75 

76 
I understand the Plan Commission’s city mission is to advise the city council principally as to 77 
matters of land use and property development policies and regulations under the 78 
comprehensive plan, and of annual capital facilities plan updates (streets, utilities, etc.) 79 
consistent with the comprehensive plan. 80 

81 
I understand the Community Assembly’s liaison is a non-voting member of the Plan Commission 82 
who may participate as any commission member in commission business, including participation 83 
in deliberations at hearings, except for bringing motions or voting on matters that may be 84 
subject to a decision or recommendation by the commission. 85 

86 
I understand the Plan Commission liaison is expected to submit timely and pertinent written 87 
reports for each Community Assembly monthly agenda packet and to provide a verbal report at 88 
Plan Commission meetings on Community Assembly activities relevant to the Plan Commission. 89 

90 
I understand the Community Assembly’s Plan Commission liaison is subject to the Plan 91 
Commission’s Rules of Procedure and Code of Conduct, including standards pertaining to ex 92 
parte communications, conflict of interest, and recusal.  93 

94 
I understand it is my obligation to inform the Plan Commission and the Community Assembly’s 95 
Liaison Committee in advance of any expected absence from scheduled meetings and hearings. 96 

97 
I am aware of the role and responsibilities of the Community Assembly’s liaison position on the 98 
Plan Commission, the term of office, and of the time commitment required. 99 

100 
101 
102 
103 
104 
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106 

** Draft ** August 20, 2019  FOR DISCUSSION ONLY 107 
108 

TENURE 109 
110 

TERM OF OFFICE 111 
Three (3) years, subject to a one-term renewal upon the recommendation of the Liaison Committee 112 
during the third year and subject to performance reviews conducted as specified in the Liaison 113 
Committee’s policies and procedures. 114 

115 
NOMINATION 116 
[Procedure not drafted this date, requires committee and administration review] 117 

118 
ATTENDANCE AND ABSENCES 119 
If the Plan Commission liaison member shall be absent from regularly scheduled Commission meetings 120 
and/or hearings for three (3) consecutive meetings or six (6) regularly scheduled meetings and/or 121 
hearings in any twelve-month period without adequate cause (of which the Liaison Committee chair shall 122 
be the judge), the Liaison Committee chair shall schedule a special meeting of the Liaison Committee 123 
with the liaison member to ensure the record of unexcused absences is correct and to prepare a report of 124 
the absences to Plan Commission meetings by the liaison member to the Community Assembly. 125 

126 
Grounds for any absence from a regularly scheduled Commission meeting or hearing to be excused 127 
include sickness, personal emergency, or temporary and unavoidable conflict of employment. 128 

129 
For an absence to be excused, the liaison member shall notify the Liaison Committee chair and the 130 
Commission President and/or Secretary by email before, or as soon as possible after, a scheduled Plan 131 
Commission meeting stating the reason for the absence and whether the absence will include a hearing. 132 

133 
WITHDRAWAL OF NOMINATION 134 
[Procedure not drafted this date, requires committee and administration review] 135 

136 
CAUSE FOR WITHDRWAL OF NOMINATION 137 
By vote of the Community Assembly for cause, as recommended by the Liaison Committee. 138 

139 
[Specific standards are to be incorporated in the Liaison Committee’s Policies and Procedures] 140 
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CA – Admin Committee 
Meeting Minutes 
8/27/19 

• In Attendance:
o Committee Members:  Kelly Lotze, Luke Tolley, Greg Francis, Mindy Muglia.

 We believe Tom has not attended in over 6 months.  Kelly will follow up.
o Guests:  Kevin Freibott (Facilitator)

• Agenda:
o Requests:

 Mayor - City Budget - 30 min presentation, 15 minutes of Q & A
 Melody Dunn wants 10 mins for CHHS Report and NCDP Update, George

Dahl & Kevin Friebott are working with her on report format, etc.
 Abandoned Housing Conference – Kathryn Alexander, 10 mins
 PC Liaison Open House Position - 15 requested, 10 mins granted
 NPS: 20 mins

• West Quadrant TIF (5 min summary) Move to “other written reports”
• Comp Plan Amendment Hearings (announcement)
• Update of South University District Sub-Area Plan

o Follow Up:
 None

o Approval:  It was moved, seconded and approved to use the agenda as written.

Submitted by: 
Luke Tolley 
Admin Cmte Secretary 
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AGENDA • BUILDING STRONGER NEIGHBORHOODS 
Monday, August 26th, 2019 • Noon-1:00pm 
Shadle Library 2111 W Wellesley Ave 

12:00-12:05pm 
COMMITTEE HOUSEKEEPING 

 Approve July meeting minutes
 Sign-in sheet

12:05-12:25pm 
COMMITTEE BUSINESS 

 NUSA/ Fall retreat – E.J., Mindy & Shae - Tina

12:25-12:35pm 
ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

• BSN meeting location – All
• CFTC Fall Plan – Gabby

12:35-12:55pm  
EDUCATION & OUTREACH 

 CA/NC  Brochure
 Neighborhood Safety Committee “Theme” follow up

1:00PM 
MEETING ADJOURN 

 Next meeting: Monday, September 24th, at TBD
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*DRAFT* Minutes • BUILDING STRONGER NEIGHBORHOODS
Monday, August 26th, 2019 • Noon-1:00pm
Shadle Library 2111 W Wellesley Ave

Members present: Kelly Lotze (Chair: Browne’s Addition), Anne Luttrull (Emerson/ Garfield), Chris Flanigan 
(Manito), Dave Lucas (Rockwood), Abby Walthall (COPS). City staff: Gabby Ryan (ONS), Annica Eagle (ONS). 

12:00-12:05pm 
COMMITTEE HOUSEKEEPING 

 July meeting minutes – Approved unanimously
 Sign-in sheet

12:05-12:25pm 
COMMITTEE BUSINESS 

 NUSA/ Fall retreat – E.J., Mindy & Shae – Tina (Not covered)
o Need RSVP with food sign up
o Location: West Central (Newton & Don Kelly rooms)

12:25-12:35pm 
ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

• BSN meeting location
o Looking at Grain Shed for Sept 24th and South Hill Library for October

• CFTC Fall Plan – Gabby
o Lincoln Heights – Roll off event at Thorton Murphy Park on Sept Sept 28th)

12:35-12:55pm  
EDUCATION & OUTREACH 

 CA/NC  Brochure
o Take the current program and look to update
o Coordinate with Budget Committee for funding at EOY

 Neighborhood Safety Committee “Theme” follow up – Not meeting this month
 Good of the Order:

o Maren moved to planning and Gabby is taking over Community engagement
o Annica is new BSN, Town Hall, Traffic calming and neighborhood rep (Cliff

cannon, Rockwood, Manito, Grandview/Thorpe, Northwest)
o Abby is changing roles and may not be BSN

1:00PM 
MEETING ADJOURN 

 Next meeting: Monday, September 24th, at TBD
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CACD Committee Report 

The CACD Committee will be meeting October 21 at West 
Central, 5:30 pm. 

Agenda: Sharing districts’ funding interests and to see 
if there are similar/overlapping interests that might 
provide partnership opportunities. 

District One has a passion for our neighborhoods so 
we are exploring the possibility of using NCDP money to 
help spruce up houses in our neighborhoods. We are 
exploring possible partnerships with other entities to 
manage the project. We will be working on how to 
structure the program and on how to select project 
beneficiaries. We feel this could give neighborhoods the 
ability to make a real and visible difference. We also 
have a neighborhood that is interested in using some 
funds to do repairs on their local C.O.P. Shop and there 
maybe other options showing up as well. We are very 
excited to have the opportunity to make a real and 
visible difference in our own community!  

The committee looks forward to hearing what is 
happening in the other districts as well. 

Kathryn Alexander attended the Abandoned Housing 
Conference: Vacant Spaces into Vibrant Places, presented 
by the Center for Community Progress out of Flint, 
Michigan and sponsored by the Spokane Association of 
Realtors. I was VERY impressed with the systems-wide view 
they take in trying to understand why houses become 
abandoned and what to do about it. I learned a lot 
and came away with the certainty we CAN do 
something about the problem. Jason Ruffing’s 
presentation on Spokane was particularly informative. 
I’ve provided a skeleton outline of the day workshop. 
Kathryn has a copy of the handouts for each district. 

Center for Community Progress: Vacant Spaces into 
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Vibrant Places 

Working in cities using a systems approach 

Looks at policy (code 
enforcement/planning/zoning, etc.) using data 

Prevention – Acquisition/Maintenance – Reuse 

Prevention: standards, resident education, 
resources, property tax enforcement 

Acquisition/Maintenance: Abatement, transfer 
of ownership, Land banking, property tax 
enforcement 

Reuse: Land Banking, development, zoning, 
property tax enforcement 

Data 

Understanding market forces (increase in 
value) 

Quality of life, landlord data, health 
impact 

Tolemi – Spokane is using 

Looking for patterns 

Tax delinquent = Land bank possible 

Where to make the best investment – 
stabilize, revitalize 

Sources: property records, tax records, 
foreclosure, police, MLS, utility, census, 
American Community survey, home mortgage 
disclosure, US Postal service, maps 

Informal sources equally important 

Analyze: trends, patterns, similarities, create 
index (stabilize/revitalize)  
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Spokane 

Population 200,000 – code enforcement 5, 
normally 27 

75-90% voluntarily conform

Need staff to do cost/benefit analysis, become 
proactive, cost of blight/vacancy analysis 

Empathy not heavy-handed enforcement 

Data from partners – health, police, fire, etc. 

How well is marketing working? 

What affects the market? – Learn to 
impact. 

Strategic Code enforcement 

Market informed 

Different strategies for different 
problems 

Chronic nuisance abatement 

Accelerated Tax foreclosure 

Receivership 

Elevate code lien priority 

Land Banking 

Get resident/neighborhood input 

Strategically target outcome 

Eliminate criminal enforcement 

Shared success stories 

Change within three years 
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PEDESTRIAN, TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORTATION (PeTT) COMMITTEE 
* A Committee of the Community Assembly of Spokane Neighborhood Councils *

August 27, 2019 
West Central Community Center – 1603 N. Belt Street 
6:00 – 7:30 PM 

Committee Notes 

CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
• Eleven (11) neighborhood councils represented. Two (2) city staff members present.
• Four (4) guests

PRESENTATION –Neighborhood Parkways 
• Jessica Engelman, Logan resident and recently appointed to the Bicycle Advisory Board, gave the

committee an extensive briefing on the concept and nature of bicycle greenways based  and her own
extensive experience in Portland. A national transportation organization defines them as follows:

[Greenways] are streets with low motorized traffic volumes and speeds, designated and
designed to give bicycle travel priority. [Greenways] use signs, pavement markings, and
speed and volume management measures to discourage through trips by motor vehicles
and create safe, convenient bicycle crossings of busy arterial streets.

National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO) 

REPORT – Current Status of Traffic Calming and School Safety Projects 
• Bob Turner, Street Department, compiled a comprehensive summary of the status of all projects and

reviewed printed copies with the committee. The summary which covers all current cycles is attached
to these notes.

NOTICE – COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT GRANT EVENT (poster attached) 
• Tuesday, September 10, 6:00 PM, Gonzaga University Law School
• Strong Towns Book Tour – Charles Marohn

THANK YOU! 
• Colin Quinn-Hurst, the city’s bicycle and pedestrian planner, substituted for Louis Mueler this

evening.

NEXT MEETING – September 24, 2019, West Central Community Center, 6 PM 

• “Finding Your Parkway” – The committee will explore in practical terms possible routes for
neighborhood bike and pedestrian parkway implementations. 
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Thank you to our event sponsors:

September 10, 2019
 6 - 8 pm

Gonzaga Law School
Moot Court

(Space is limited-parking is free!)

REGISTER TODAY!

STRONG
TOWNS: A

BOTTOM UP
REVOLUTION

TO REBUILD
AMERICAN

PROSPERITY

https://spokane_st_america_tour.eventbrite.com

For generations, North American communities have been
growing—or at least, they've been building.  But have they
remained financially strong and resilient? Join author and
renowned speaker Charles Marohn who is beginning his
nationwide book tour in Spokane!

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/strong-towns-strong-america-tour-tickets-68030608381?aff=affiliate1
https://spokane_st_america_tour.eventbrite.com
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Community, Housing and Human Services Department (CHHS) - https://my.spokanecity.org/chhs/ 

Neighborhood Community Development Program (NCDP) 

District Model Timeline - DRAFT 

July 2019 

SUBJECT: 

Timeline for Neighborhood Councils to assemble and submit application packets through the District NCDP. 

BACKGROUND: 

On February 1, 2018 members of the Community Assembly (CA) voted to approve a proposal from the CA/CD 
Committee to allocate Neighborhood Community Development Program (NCDP) resources by City Council 
district. Members of the CA approved Option #2: Allocation divided by City Council based on LMI (low/moderate 
Income) eligibility in each district. The CA requested that no action be taken until the 2020 Program Year as 
defined by the Community, Housing and Human Services Department (CHHS). 

DISTRICT MODEL TIMELINE: 

The timeline below offers recommendations for Neighborhood Councils to assemble and begin discussing needs, 
priorities and goals for allocating NCDP funds by District. Districts must have their Needs, Priorities and Goals 
submitted to CHHS no later than Friday, October 18, 2019 (5:00 PM). CHHS will use this information to assemble 
a request for proposals (RFP) to develop a menu of projects/activities Districts may choose to support during the 
period of application. 

The formal application period will start on Monday, December 30, 2019 and end on Friday, April 3, 2020. CHHS 
will provide mandatory NCDP training for each District during the week of January 13th 2020.  

Task Responsible Parties Due Date 
Districts Organize All Neighborhood Councils Spring/Summer 2019 
Districts Meet All Neighborhood Councils Summer 2019 
District Needs, Priorities, Goals Due to CHHS All Neighborhood Councils Friday, October 18, 2019 
NCDP Menu RFP CHHS November/December 2019 
District NCDP Application Period Opens District 1, 2, 3 Monday, December 30, 2019 
CHHS Mandatory District Trainings District 1, 2, 3 Week of January 13th 2020 
District Letter of Funding Intent District 1, 2, 3 Friday, February 21, 2020 
NCDP Application Packets Due to CHHS District 1, 2, 3 Friday, April 3, 2020 
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Community, Housing and Human Services Department (CHHS) - https://my.spokanecity.org/chhs/ 

ACTION: 

No action necessary as this briefing is for informational purposes only. 

BUDGET: 

Funding to support the NCDP is provided through CHHS and is subject to applicable federal regulations. Below is 
a summary of the total NCDP allocations by District.  

Allocation Amount* 
District #1 $200,000.00 
District #2 $100,000.00 
District #3 $100,000.00 

Total $400,000.00 
* Funding to support the NCDP is dependent on federal funding sources received by CHHS and subject to change
on an annual basis.
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5/30/2018 4:18 PM H:/Projects/Consolidated Plan/Citizen Participation/2015.03.04 Public Hearing - Spokesman Ad.docx 

Notice for a Public Hearing and Public Comment Period 

Public Hearing Date: Wednesday, September 4, 2019 

Time: 4:00 P.M. to 6:00 P.M.  

Location: City Council Briefing Center - City Hall Lower Level 

808 W. Spokane Falls Blvd. 

Spokane WA, 99201 

The City of Spokane's Community, Housing, and Human Services Department (CHHS) will hold a Public 

Hearing to provide information and invite public comment on the 2018 Consolidated Annual Performance and 

Evaluation Report (CAPER) of the 2015-2020 Consolidated Plan. 

The public may comment at the Public Hearing or may forward their comments to the CHHS Department at the 

above address, call 625-6325, or email spokanechhs@spokanecity.org.  An electronic copy of the draft can be 

obtained at https://my.spokanecity.org/chhs/documents/.  Paper copies of the draft Plan will be made available 

upon request.   

Public comments will be collected from September 4, 2019 through September 23, 2019. 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA) INFORMATION: The City of Spokane is committed to providing equal 

access to its facilities, programs and services for persons with disabilities. The Spokane City Council Chamber in the lower level of 

Spokane City Hall, 808 W. Spokane Falls Blvd., is wheelchair accessible and also is equipped with an infrared assistive listening 

system for persons with hearing loss. Headsets may be checked out (upon presentation of picture I.D.) at the City Cable 5 Production 

Booth located on the First Floor of the Municipal Building, directly above the Chase Gallery or through the meeting organizer. 

Individuals requesting reasonable accommodations or further information may call, write, or email Human Resources at 

509.625.6363, 808 W. Spokane Falls Blvd, Spokane, WA, 99201; or msteinolfson@spokanecity.org. Persons who are deaf or hard of 

hearing may contact Human Resources through the Washington Relay Service at 7-1-1. Please contact us forty-eight (48) hours before 

the meeting date. 

NON-ENGLISH SPEAKING:  The Consolidated Plan process intends, to the maximum extent feasible, to accommodate the needs 

of non-English speaking residents.  Individuals requesting an interpreter should contact the CHHS Department.  All accommodation 

requests should be made 72 hours prior to the public hearing, however, if a request is made within 72 hours, every reasonable effort 

will be made to provide an interpreter. 

For further information, contact the CHHS Department at 625-6325. 
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Design Review Board Report 
Submitted by Kathy Lang September 2, 2019 
klang@spokanecity.org | 719-338-1632 

Design Review Board Members 
Steven Meek, Architect, Chair 
Kathy Lang, Community Assembly Liaison, Vice Chair 
Chuck Horgan, Arts Commission  
Mark Brower, Civil Engineer 
Grant Keller, Real Estate Developer  
Ted Teske, Citizen at Large  
Anne Hanenburg, Landscape Architect 
Vacant, Urban Designer 

City of Spokane Staff Members 
Dean Gunderson 
Taylor Berberich 

Alex Mann has taken a position elsewhere. Alex had been tasked with staffing the Downtown Plan Update. Nathan Gwinn and Dean 
Gunderson will now staff the Update.  

Four applications have been received for the Urban Designer board position; those applications are currently under review. 

The Architect and Community Assembly Liaison positions end their term 12/31/2019. The process for filling these positions will begin 
soon. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Design Review Board Authority - Spokane Municipal Code Chapter 04.13  

The design review board was established to: 
1. improve communication and participation among developers, neighbors and the City early in the design and siting of new
development subject to design review under the Spokane Municipal Code;
2. ensure that projects subject to design review under the Spokane Municipal Code are consistent with adopted design guidelines
and help implement the City’s Comprehensive Plan;
3. advocate for the aesthetic quality of Spokane’s public realm; 
4. encourage design and site planning that responds to context, enhances pedestrian characteristics, considers sustainable design
practices, and helps make Spokane a desirable place to live, work and visit; 
5. provide flexibility in the application of development standards as allowed through development standard departures; and
6. ensure that public facilities and projects within the City’s right of way (ROW) 1) wisely allocate the City’s resources and 2) serve as
models of design quality.

The DRB process involves a minimum of two reviews for each project: a Collaborative Workshop and a Recommendation Meeting. 
From the Collaborative Workshop, the applicant receives Advisory Items to which they are to respond at their subsequent 
Recommendation Meeting. At the Recommendation Meeting, the applicant receives Recommendations that are provided to the 
appropriate decision-making party. DRB meetings are open to the public. Public comments are entered into record via public 
testimony at the meeting or via email to Dean Gunderson, Taylor Berberich, or Kathy Lang. Neighborhood engagement is highly 
welcomed and encouraged by the City and the DRB. Neighborhoods can contact Kathy Lang for questions, assistance, and 
representation. The DRB’s webpage has recently been updated to include links to DRB process documentation, listed under Board 
Member’s Manual. 

dgunderson@spokanecity.org 
tberberich@spokanecity.org 
klang@spokanecity.org 
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Project: Downtown Library 
Recommendation Meeting August 28, 2019 

Applicants  
Renae Webster, Integrus Architecture 
Caris O’Malley, Deputy Director Spokane Public Library 

DRB Trigger 
Public project 

Project Description 
The site is located within the Riverside neighborhood at 906 W Main Avenue in downtown Spokane. It is bordered to the south by 
Main Avenue, Spokane Falls Boulevard to the north and west, Monroe Street to the southwest, and Lincoln Street to the east. The 
new CSO Park is just across Spokane Falls Boulevard to the north and northwest, directly adjacent to the new rear entrance to the 
library. The site is the western-most anchor to the Main Street shopping area, and has desirable views of the river out the second 
and third floor windows. A bus stop for multiple frequent routes is located at the northeast corner of the site, and a bus stop is 
proposed at the island to the south of the site, near the statue of Lincoln. 13 city trees are on the site, several of which have been 
damaged during construction and have been slated to be replaced. The public right-of-way for the portion of Lincoln Street adjacent 
to the site is approximately 20-feet east of the portion south the site, providing a long view terminus north (up Lincoln Street) to the 
Library’s primary entrance at the SEC of Lincoln & Main. Currently there is a considerably established pedestrian desire line (rutted 
foot path) that runs from the subject site near the Library’s southwest corner to the grassed island with the Lincoln Sculpture and 
plans in the future for a future bus shelter located on the island.  

Design Goals 
The new library will:  
• serve as a civic anchor for Spokane, and a flagship for Spokane Public Library’s shift toward next-generation library functions;
• reinvigorate the already active Library and set it up for future success as a multi-use public resource offering public access to
various forms of knowledge, technology, and collaborative space; 
• develop an attractive and visible entry sequence for pedestrians, vehicles, and cyclists for each of the public entrances, and
connect with new and existing public spaces surrounding the site, including the to-be-built CSO park fronting the Spokane River, and; 
• create various use-specific as well as flexible spaces to serve the diverse user groups that frequent the Downtown location.

Statement of Owner, Spokane Public Library and Spokane Public Schools  
Spokane’s main library is a three story, 117,000 sf Downtown Library. Built in 1995, the public library use continues to evolve and 
change (placing emphasis on a broader variety of learning and literacy methods). Spokane Public Libraries (SPL) considers the 
Downtown branch a citywide hub for next-generation library services, that reflects its central place within the Spokane community.  

The reimagined Downtown Library will create a vast range of opportunities for public use from the first floor up. Key storefront 
spaces facing downtown streets and riverside plazas will be transformed into public spaces including a large computer lab, 
classroom, a new street-facing Level-Up space and cafe, along with a gallery and divisible program room with stronger indoor- 
outdoor connections. These spaces will be connected by an open Collaboration Commons, connecting the existing entrance and 
stairway to a second entrance and pedestrian plaza facing Spokane Falls Boulevard.  

Controlled spaces for library materials will still begin at the second floor, where a robust marketplace will extend the retail 
experience of River Park Square Mall across the skywalk. A vibrant children’s discovery space will overlook the new riverfront plaza. 
Group meeting spaces will be located on the west side of the second floor, maintaining openness and sight lines through the main 
area of the floor from the atrium and staff perches.  

The third floor will become a special-use destination within the library. The Northwest Room will be relocated to the third floor. In 
addition to housing the priceless historical documents and materials within the library’s collection, it will be redesigned to present 
the collection in a museum-like atmosphere. A new radio broadcasting station, recording studio, and video recording facility will be 
located adjacent to the existing lens space which hosts the recurring program “Lilac City Live”. These new program spaces will 
introduce a creative hub for the community.  

Advisory Actions 
Based on review of the materials submitted by the applicant and discussion during the August 28, 2019 Collaborative Workshop the 
Design Review Board recommends the following advisory actions:  
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1. The applicant is encouraged to continue discussions with City Engineering to resolve and prioritize pedestrian circulation issues 
between the site and the CSO Plaza. In keeping with the City’s Comprehensive Plan, the Design Review Board is highly in favor of
prioritizing pedestrian flow over vehicular flow at this location (up to and including the future elimination of vehicle travel
lanes).

2. The applicant shall return to the board a further detailed design for the enhancement of pedestrian realm elements along the
building’s base, along all sides of the building.

3. The Design Review Board is supportive of the West Bosque and the applicant is encouraged to further develop the concept.
4. The applicant is encouraged to further develop the Primary Building Entry’s proposed treatment (located at the facility’s 

southeast corner). The Design Review Board considers this an opportunity to fully realize the creative potential of the existing
facility in a fully integrated manner.

5. The applicant is encouraged to continue discussion with City Engineering to resolve bus turning movements (northbound on
Lincoln onto westbound Main), and the potential for a widened public realm along Main Street.

Additional information can be found within the August 28, 2019 Agenda Packet on the City's DRB web page. 

Supplementary information, summary, and audio recording of this meeting are available; please contact Dean Gunderson at 
dgunderson@spokanecity.org. 

Project: Shadle Library 
Collaboration Workshop August 28, 2019 

Applicants  
Renae Webster, Integrus Architecture 
Caris O’Malley, Deputy Director Spokane Public Library 

DRB Trigger 
Public project 

Project Description 
The site is located on parcel #25011.0001 in the northwest corner of Shadle Park. The address is 2111 W. Wellesley Avenue, which 
falls in the Audubon/ Downriver Neighborhood. There is a bus stop on Wellesley and Belt for the STA 33 route, which operates on a 
15-minute loop on weekdays, a half-hour loop on Saturdays, and hourly on Sundays. The Shadle Park Reservoir is directly south of
the library, and the Shadle Aquatic Center is to the southeast. The parking lot is shared with the aquatic center, baseball fields,
tennis courts and park users. Shadle shopping center is directly west of the site across Belt Street. The properties to the north across
Wellesley are single family residences. Glover Middle School and Shadle Park High School are located to the southwest and
southeast of the site respectively. It should be noted that Glover Middle School is slated for redevelopment in the near future, and 
the school building’s new footprint will be located immediately adjacent to Belt Street.

Statement of Owner, Spokane Public Library  
At 17,800 square feet, the Shadle Library is undersized for its role serving as a destination library for the north side of Spokane. The 
site surrounding the Library is property of Spokane Parks and Recreation and granted by agreement to host the Library. There is 
sufficient space immediately surrounding the existing Shadle library to accommodate an expansion to nearly double the branch’s 
size and meet the identified level of demand for additional and next-generation library spaces and services.  

Through later rounds of engagement including a community round table and advisory committee meetings, the “lens” expansion 
scheme was favored. This scheme relocates the Library entrance to the southern edge of the existing building. The new approach 
incorporates a high-volume atrium, lined with clerestory windows and opening simultaneously towards the existing park to the east 
and the Shadle shopping center to the West. To the south of the atrium ‘Lens’, a new program room and reading room would be 
located with views to Shadle park and the historic water tower. Within the original building footprint, new interior spaces including 
meeting rooms, maker/ arts/ partner rooms (A.M.P.), and a dedicated children’s area create a range of distinct, age-appropriate 
spaces for Library patrons. Finally, a 1,000sf expansion on the north side of the existing library increases the street presence along 
Wellesley Avenue while creating a dedicated children’s play and story time area. This new space is in turn separated from the adult 
area by a series of group study rooms, and a classroom for Spokane Virtual Learning and library patrons. Finally, the existing staff 
space would be expanded to include a new drive-up book drop at the location of the current library’s entrance.  
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Overall, the renovated, expanded Shadle Library will greatly increase opportunities for individual growth and collaborative discovery 
for residents. The cumulative effect of the new additions will create distinct and engaging spaces for the range of users that frequent 
this location. Finally, the reinvigorated Library will transform the current location’s architectural and urban character to better align 
with Spokane Public Library’s evolving mission and identity.  

Design Goals 
The expanded library will: 

• serve the needs of the broad position of Spokane’s urban area;
• instill a sense of identity and community for the entire service area; 
• develop a welcoming and visible entry sequence for pedestrians, vehicles, and cyclists;
• improve experiences and usability of the space for each of its distinct user groups; 
• seamlessly integrate with the existing park and context, and;
• provide multiple operational modes 

Advisory Actions 
Based on review of the materials submitted by the applicant and discussion during the August 28, 2019 Collaborative Workshop the 
Design Review Board recommends the following advisory actions:  

1. The applicant shall further develop the idea of a community garden (perhaps at a different location).
2. The applicant shall return with a further developed concept for the landscaping and monument signage along the north and

northwest frontage; which should capitalize on the relationship between this outdoor space and the adjacent interior
glazed library space. 

3. The applicant is encouraged to continue discussions with City Engineering and the Street Department to further pursue the
development of a safe pedestrian crossing of Belt Street between the western entrance/exit and the adjacent shopping
center (with its continuous sidewalk).

4. The applicant shall further develop the plazas at the east and west entries.
5. The applicant shall further develop the book drop and vehicular queuing to reduce pedestrian circulation conflicts (provide

multiple views to demonstrate the refined condition).

Additional information can be found within the August 28, 2019 Agenda Packet on the City's DRB web page. 

Supplementary information, summary, and audio recording of this meeting are available; please contact Dean Gunderson at 
dgunderson@spokanecity.org. 

Upcoming Design Review Board Meetings 
The next Design Review Board meetings are scheduled as follows. Meetings begin at 5:30PM and are held in the City Council Briefing 
Center.  DRB meetings are held only if projects have met review requirements. Meeting cancellations are posted on the City’s DRB 
page. 

Wednesday, September 11 
• No projects are scheduled for review. Instead, the DRB is tentatively scheduled to meet with members of City of Spokane

Streets Department. The goal of this meeting will to discuss the challenges often experienced by the DRB in regard to street
design as it relates to a given project. The DRB’s purview does not include traffic or streets, and yet the design of a street is
often a major component in the project’s interaction with the public. This meeting will be to discuss such instances and
limitations.

Wednesday, September 25 
• Glover Middle School
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Citizen Advisory Committee 
To the Spokane Urban Forestry Tree Committee
May, 2019 
Woodland Center, Finch Arboretum 

Meeting Minutes 

Meeting called to order at 15:00 on 30 April by Chairman Matt Ugaldea 

Attendees:  Matt Ugaldea, Cindy Deffe’, Beth LaBar, Karen Carlberg, Cadie Olsen, Dave Obbie, 
Katie Kosanke, & Angel Spell 

Ceremonies, Appointments, Announcements 

Dave Obbie has joined the committee representing the Community Assembly.  Dave is currently a 
database administrator, but was previously an arborist in New York state for 20 years. 

Matt Ugaldea is the new chairperson of the CAC, taking over from Tim Kohlhauff. 

Consent Agenda:   The minutes of the April meeting were corrected to include the correct 
spelling of Nancy MacKerrow’s name, and Dave Obbie’s attendance at the meeting.  Cadie 
Olsen moved and Guy Gifford seconded that the minutes be approved as corrected.  The 
motion passed 

Reports 

• Community Assembly:      Karen Carlberg introduced new CA representative Dave Obbie.
Dave’s term on the CAC will run through December of 2022.

• Staff Report:  Katie Kosanke reported
o Arbor Day celebration was Saturday 4/27.  The city received its 16th consecutive

designation as a “Tree City USA”
o Pruning work on Manito Blvd is largely complete, as is pruning in Wildhorse Park
o Spring planting will take place around the city, including (but not limited to)

Wildhorse, Rochester, and Friendship parks as well as near the Hillyard pool in the
north-east part of the city where there is currently less canopy coverage.
Additional plantings will take place along Rockwood Blvd on the south hill and on
the NW part of the city.
 Katie Kosanke attended the Rockwood Neighborhood council meeting to

discuss the plans for planting trees this Spring.
 Matt Ugaldea asked about the source of the trees the city plants.  There

was a discussion about how the city orders, holds, and plants trees.
o Arboricultural specifications and standards for work on public trees are being

updated.  These will be shared with the committee.
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Citizen Advisory Committee 
To the Spokane Urban Forestry Tree Committee
May, 2019 
Woodland Center, Finch Arboretum 

Old Business 

• Cadie Olsen reported on a recent success from the city’s Environment & Sustainability
department.  The city collaborated with Dr. Alex Maxwell of Gonzaga during its survey of
greenhouse emissions of both city government and the community.  With the help of Dr.
Maxwell and his students, agriculture and forestry sectors were included in this most
recent survey, and all results were reported to the Mayor’s Cabinet.  This stimulated a
vigorous discussion of the ecosystem services performed by the urban forest.  This not only
educated other city departments on the value of UF, but also keeps tree benefits in the
minds of planners as they move forward.

• The revisions to the Urban Forestry ordinance voted on at the last CAC meeting moved
through the Park Board and City Council.  The amendments were passed and affect City
Municipal Code Title 12 (Public Ways and Property), Article V (Urban Forestry Program).

o Angel Spell reported further revisions to the code, also affecting trees, will come to
the committee later in 2019.

New Business 

• Updated Approved Street Tree List was handed out by Katie, along with updated contact
information of CAC members, as well as the tree permitting process.

• Field Trip:  After discussing the city’s tree planting process, committee members expressed
interest in visiting the holding area/tree nursery.  The June meeting will be a field trip to
the Park Operations building.  Directions will be sent with the June agenda

• Japanese Tree Lilac, Syringa reticulata is the tree of the month.  The CAC decided
members will take turns choosing the tree of the month, on a volunteer basis.

Adjournment:  The committee adjourned at 16:00 

CA Sept 2019 Agenda - Page 39



Citizen Advisory Committee 
To the Spokane Urban Forestry Tree Committee
July, 2019 
Woodland Center, Finch Arboretum 

Meeting Minutes 

Meeting called to order at 15:00 on 2 July 2019, by Chairman Matt Ugaldea 

Attendees:  Matt Ugaldea, Beth LaBar, Karen Carlberg, Cadie Olsen, Dave Obbie, Tim Kohlhauff, 
Guy Gifford, Katie Kosanke, Angel Spell, Christopher Savage 

Ceremonies, Appointments, Announcements 

There is an open position on the Urban Forestry Tree Committee (UFTC) for a member-at-large. 

The schedule for Park Board committee meetings will be changing in the coming months to reduce 
the number of meeting dates for Park Board members. Guy Gifford, Karen Carlberg and Matt 
Ugaldea spoke in favor of changing the CAC meeting time to follow the new UFTC schedule.  

Consent Agenda:   The minutes of the May meeting were approved as submitted 

Reports 

• Community Assembly:      no report
• Staff Report:  Katie Kosanke reported

o Pruning work on Manito Blvd complete, as is pruning in Wildhorse Park
o SpoCanopy spring planting included 27 new trees, mostly in the NE part of town

where there is much less canopy cover.  Trees were also planted in the Rockwood
neighborhood on the south hill.

o Work in Wildhorse, including 11 new trees has been completed, with thanks from
neighbors who appreciate the attention paid to the area.  Camping under the lower
limbs of the spruce trees stopped when they were pruned. Work in Rochester
Heights will begin soon.

o All 500 free trees given away this Spring were claimed by city residents
o 56 courtesy notices were sent to residents with trees out of compliance.
o for work on public trees are being updated.  These will be shared with the

committee.

Old Business   none 

New Business 
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Citizen Advisory Committee 
To the Spokane Urban Forestry Tree Committee
July, 2019 
Woodland Center, Finch Arboretum 

• Urban Forest Pest Readiness: Guy Gifford and Katie Kosanke gave a short summary of a
meeting they attended on 6-28, with representatives of several agencies on Urban Forest
Pest Readiness.  The meeting objective was to prepare a work book for communities to
increase readiness for urban forest pests, such as the Emerald ash borer. Attendees felt
areas with professional staff would be much better prepared for pest outbreaks, while
those which lack formal programs (the county, smaller cities) would be unprepared.

o Cadie Olsen asked if city and county “Continuity of Operations” channels might be a
way to introduce this topic to the county.

o Angel Spell said the county office of Emergency Management might be a venue,
but they would likely not have the technical foundation for this type of emergency.

o Guy Gifford reported that the current work book will address exotic pests, but not
expanding populations of native pests (such as native bark beetles) or damage of
unknown cause like Bigleaf maple decline occurring west of the Cascades.

• Arboricultural specifications and standards: This manual was last updated in 2002. It is
being revised now to include updates in best practices and to make it easier for arborists
contracting with the city to identify standards they must meet.  Davey Resource Group
worked with the city to produce this draft.

o Matt Ugaldea asked if some parts of the manual might be too specific and interfere
with the efficiency of arborists.  He gave the example of requiring clean-up at the
end of every day, when a several-day-job might be more efficiently cleaned up at
the end of the project.  Angel Spell responded that this is an attempt at balancing
the needs of arborists with the safety issue of debris in rights-of-way and citizens
concerned about seemingly abandoned brush piles.

o Guy Gifford brought up language that might mislead property owners into thinking
they could prune trees.  Angel said the manual was aimed at contractors.  Cadie
suggested clarification of this in the introduction.  There was discussion of how
homeowners might access appropriate information.

o Matt Ugaldea suggested putting technical definitions at the beginning instead of
the end of the manual.  Beth LaBar reported some technical terms appeared only in
the definitions section and not in the manual.

o Cadie Olsen suggested city utility workers would benefit from knowing these
specifications as they don’t always meet these standards.  With high staff turnover
it would need to be done regularly for the benefit of new employees.

o Katie Kosanke will investigate the possibility of emailing the committee a marked-
up copy of the manual with proposed additions and edits from other sources.
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Citizen Advisory Committee 
To the Spokane Urban Forestry Tree Committee
July, 2019 
Woodland Center, Finch Arboretum 

• Tree of the month: Littleleaf linden.  Matt Ugaldea shared a recent encounter with
blooming lindens (also called lime trees) while taking his first trip on a Lime scooter.  The
committee shared locations of linden plantings for attendees to visit and experience.

Adjournment:  The committee adjourned at 16:11 
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         PLANNING SERVICES 
         808  W. SPOKANE  FALLS  BLVD. 

    SPOKANE, WASHINGTON  99201-3329 
      509.625.6300 
     FAX 509.625.6013 

         my.spokanecity.org 

TO:  The Community Assembly 

FROM:    Kevin Freibott, Planner II 

DATE:   September 3, 2019 

RE:       Information regarding the West Quadrant TIF 

Dear Representatives, 

At our last Community Assembly meeting the topic of the West Quadrant TIF was raised and many representatives 
asked that we provide some background information on the TIF.  Please see the attached Frequently Asked 
Questions (FAQ) for some basic information about Tax Increment Financing (TIF), and the West Quadrant TIF in 
particular.  I’ve also included a large map of the TIF district and the various project areas to which the TIF can 
contribute funds. 

If you have any questions regarding the TIF, please don’t hesitate to ask.  My contact information is included in 
the attached FAQ.  I’ve also included web links to the West Quadrant TIF page and the Neighborhood Project 
Advisory Committee page.  Lots of good information is available there as well.  Thanks and have a great day! 

Sincerely, 

Kevin Freibott 
Planner II, City of Spokane 
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West Quadrant Tax-Increment Financing 
Frequently Asked Questions 

What is Tax Increment Financing? 

Tax Increment Financing, often referred to as a “TIF”, is an economic development tool authorized 
under Washington State’s Community Revitalization Financing law, RCW 39.89. It allows cities and 
counties to direct portions of future property taxes from a defined area towards payment of the costs of 
publicly-owned infrastructure, including streets, sewers, sidewalks, parks, and similar public 
improvements within that area.  The public improvements are expected to encourage private 
development within the increment area and to increase the fair market value of real property within the 
increment area, leading to increased property tax revenues which are then used partly to repay the 
costs of those same improvements. 

Why did the City create the West Quadrant TIF? 

The “West Quadrant Tax Increment Financing (WQTIF) District” was created by the Spokane City Council 
in 2007 to help finance certain public infrastructure projects within the Kendall Yards development and 
in the nearby neighborhoods.  Some of the tax generated in the TIF district is used to fund certain public 
improvements in the Kendall Yards area and some is used to fund neighborhood projects outside that 
area.  Some projects around the County Courthouse are also to be funded in part with TIF funds.  The 
primary benefit of the TIF district is that increased property tax revenue stays within the district and 
funds public improvements in the same area that generated the tax revenue. 

What kinds of projects can be funded by the TIF? 

First and foremost, TIF funds can only be spent on “public improvements.”  These are defined by RCW 
39.89.020(4) and are generally limited to infrastructure (streets, roads, water, sewer, trails, parks, etc.).  
In order to create a TIF, the City must describe the kinds of improvements to be funded, the general 
location of those improvements, and the expected costs of those improvements.  In the case of the 
WQTIF, 27 locations/types of public improvements were identified.  Most of those concern 
improvements in the Kendall Yards developments.  However, 14 are located outside Kendall Yards in the 
surrounding neighborhoods.  Funding for those projects is recommended to the City Council by the 
Neighborhood Project Advisory Committee (NPAC) when those projects are made ready for 
development by the City.  The “neighborhood projects,” those under the consideration of the NPAC, are 
shown in the attached map.   

Do the neighborhoods have a voice in how TIF funds are spent? 

Absolutely!  When the TIF was created, the City Council created the NPAC to provide an avenue through 
which neighborhood residents would be represented in the allocation of funds.  The NPAC includes one 
primary and one alternate member from each of the three neighborhoods containing the TIF (West 
Central, Emerson Garfield, and Riverside).  Also included are two at-large members with experience in 
economic development, finance, or real estate.  The NPAC’s primary responsibility is to recommend to 
the City Council those projects that should be developed and funded in part by the TIF. 
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Also, residents of the City are welcome to attend NPAC meetings, currently held monthly at City Hall, 
and to provide written comment and testimony to the Council when NPAC recommendations are 
considered.  Please contact the staff liaison if you have questions on the various ways you can 
participate. 

The TIF describes over $15 million in neighborhood projects.  Is the TIF going to fund all of those 
project costs? 

The TIF won’t likely generate that much in funding through the life of the TIF (set to end in 2033).  The 
TIF was never intended to fund 100 percent of all possible public improvements in the district.  Rather, 
the TIF can provide partial funding to projects, leaving the City to secure the remaining funding from 
other sources.  For example, the TIF recently provided $77,000 to update Dutch Jake’s Park.  However, 
that project will cost much more than $77,000.  Additional funds were provided by the neighborhood, 
the State, and a large donation from the Trust for Public Land.  The TIF funds were used in coordination 
with other funds to make that project a reality. 

What if the neighborhood wants the TIF to fund a project outside the project areas described by the 
TIF? 

While there are worthwhile projects that could be funded within the three neighborhoods, TIF funding 
can only be expended in the areas and on those types of improvements described in the TIF Ordinance 
(known as project areas “j” through “w”).  Fortunately, the project areas described for the TIF are 
relatively broad and can often provide funding for unique projects in those areas that may not have 
been understood or thought of when the TIF was created.  See the attached map for the areas the TIF 
can fund and the kinds of improvements in each area. 

Where can we go for more information or with questions? 

As public interest in the TIF has increased lately, City staff is working hard to update the TIF website with 
additional information.  New materials are being added all the time.  To see this site, please visit: 

https://my.spokanecity.org/projects/west-quadrant-tax-increment-finance-district/ 

The Neighborhood Project Advisory Committee also has an information website, available at the 
following address: 

https://my.spokanecity.org/bcc/committees/west-quadrant-tax-increment-financing-
neighborhood-project-advisory-committee/ 

Also, the City provides a staff liaison to the NPAC.  He’s happy to answer your questions and can provide 
more detailed information on the TIF.  His contact information is as follows: 

Kevin Freibott, Planner II 
Department of Neighborhood and Planning Services 

City of Spokane 
808 W. Spokane Falls Blvd 

Spokane, WA  99201 
kfreibott@spokanecity.org 

509-625-6184
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THIS MAP WAS TOO LARGE TO EMAIL WITH THE AGENDA 

 

You can access the map on the web here: 

 
https://static.spokanecity.org/documents/projects/west-quadrant-tax-increment-finance-

district/west-quadrant-tax-increment-financing-district-map.pdf  
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SHADLE AREA
DRAFT PLAN
J O I N T N E I G H B O R H O O D

C O U N C I L M E E T I N G

A U D U B O N - D O W N R I V E R  A N D  N O R T H W E S T

N E I G H B O R H O O D  C O U N C I L S  P R E S E N T

Shadle Publ ic L ibrary

2110 W. Wel lesley Ave.

Tuesday, September 10 
7:00 pm - 8:00 pm

HELP SHAPE
THE FUTURE

OF YOUR
NEIGHBORHOOD!

Join  the

Audubon-Downriver  and

Northwest Neighborhood

Counci ls  for  a  specia l

jo int  meeting to  review

the draft  p lan v is ion for

the Shadle  area.  Share

your  feedback to  further

ref ine the concepts and

be a  part  of  the

community  v is ion.

MORE INFO:
TINYURL.COM/NWADPLANNING
NWADPLANNING@SPOKANECITY.ORG



Please join us 

Sept. 19th, 5:30pm 

West Central Community Center 

Police Advisory Committee 

Quarterly Public Forum 

Mission Statement/Purpose: To act as an Advisory Board 
representing various community client groups to the office of 

the Chief of Police. To function as a sounding board for the 
Chief of Police regarding community needs and concerns, as 

well as community response to proposed police programs and 
procedures. 
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Protecting Leaves and Adding New Trees 

(PLANT) Ordinance  

Notice of Public Meetings 
******************************************************************* 

Location: West Central Community Center (1603 N. Belt St.) 

Date: Tuesday, September 10th 2019 

Time: 5:30pm – 7:00 pm 

Location: South Hill Public Library (3324 S. Perry St.) 

Date: Thursday, September 26th 2019 

Time: 4:30pm – 6:00pm 

Description: 
Spokane's urban forest is a unique environmental asset to the City. Trees within 
the City limits produce oxygen and filter airborne pollutants, save energy costs, 
and reduce storm water runoff, among other benefits. The PLANT Ordinance, 
sponsored by Council Member Lori Kinnear, seeks to help the City achieve its 
goal of reaching 30% canopy by 2030 by amending Title 17 of the Spokane 
Municipal Code to: 

1. Create new street tree planting requirements for RSF new construction homes
abutting City planting strips

2. Allow the City to undertake street tree maintenance work and charge
unresponsive abutting property owners

3. Require the installation of auto-irrigation systems (if not installed already) in
planting strips when a property undergoes new construction

4. Implement fees in lieu of planting street trees in certain circumstances
5. Emphasize and clarify regulations to protect trees during construction of new or

renovated buildings
6. Create a new incentive-based tree retention City utility bill credit program

Come learn more about PLANT and provide feedback by attending one of the
public meetings listed above! 

Call 509.625.6715 with any questions. 
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