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Smoke detectors have only been available on the mass market for about 40 years. Initially, the push
was to get even one detector into every home in the United States.
Despite the gradual increase in the number of residential detectors, there was a continuing problem
with dead or missing batteries in smoke detectors that were not directly tied into the electrical system.
Then about 25 years ago, the Energizer Battery company teamed up with the International
Association of Fire Chiefs to launch the “Change Your Clock/Change Your Battery ® ” campaign,
encouraging every head of household to put a fresh 9-volt battery in their smoke detector whenever
they adjusted their clock for Daylight Savings.
It is estimated by the “CYC/CYB” campaign that there are still about 23 million homes without working
smoke detectors in the U.S. Persons who rent have the added advantage of landlords and managers
who recognize the critical importance of smoke detector protection in their properties.
This March 9th, when you “spring forward” with the clocks, please do more than repeat the slogan of
“Change Your Clock/ Change Your Battery. Conduct a review of the detectors in your apartments and
rental homes that reflects changes in smoke detector technology as well as the continuing education
needs of many renters.
• Smoke detectors don’t last forever. Battery operated smoke detectors must be replaced every 10
years. The date of manufacture is on the back label of the device.
• If your detectors are part of an automatic fire alarm system, they must undergo operational testing
every year as well as a “sensitivity” test at least every five years. If they pass both the operational
and sensitivity tests, they do not need to be replaced because of age.
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You can sign up for this
a specific safety topic
by contacting Jan Doherty at jdoherty@spokanefire.org or by calling 509.625.7058.
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