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May brings Bloomsday, Mother’s Day, Lilac Parade, graduations and Memorial Day gatherings to
Spokane. Along with these celebrations, many people plan to enjoy outdoor recreational fires on
warm spring nights.
Many apartment complexes have rules already in their leases regarding the use (or not) of such
items as barbecue grills, patio warmers, portable outdoor fireplaces or chimineas. In addition,
single family and multi-family dwellings must comply with the following regulations issued by Fire
Marshals in the City of Spokane, Spokane Valley and the unincorporated areas of Spokane
County.
Approved fuels: Only use clean and dry firewood, briquettes, propane or natural gas. Never burn
debris such as yard waste or garbage. Burn barrels are illegal throughout Washington State.
Permission: Recreational fires can only be used in designated areas on public property or on
private property with permission from the owner.
Supervision: A responsible adult capable of using the required 4A -rated fire extinguisher, hose,
and shovel must be present at all times until the fire is completely extinguished.
Size: Fires cannot be larger than 3’ wide by 2’ high.
Distance from combustibles: Campfires and fire pits require a minimum
25-foot clearance from structures and anything that could burn. For
multi-family dwellings of 3 units or more, portable outdoor fireplaces
require a minimum 15-foot clearance from structures and combustibles.
Portable outdoor fireplaces at single family units or duplexes must also
conform to manufacturer’s instructions, including use of a domed screen
or other spark-arresting device.
Nuisance, hazard, wind: It is never legal to “smoke the neighbors out!”
Recreational fires must not cause a health hazard for persons with
difficulty breathing. They cannot present a nuisance to others. In
addition, wind speed should not be more than 7 to 10 mph.
Air Quality: Call Spokane Regional Clean Air Agency’s burn information
hotline at 509.477.4710 to determine whether there is a current “green
light” for burning. For additional information on this topic, visit
spokanefire.org.

a patient who appears to be seriously injured in a
fall. Call 9-1-1 so that trained paramedics can
secure and move the patient without further
damage. However, if the patient is not breathing,
it is critical to begin hands only CPR.
For a quick CPR refresher, go to spokanefire.org
and view our 6-minute video.
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According to a study conducted by the
American Academy of Pediatrics, more than
5,000 kids fall out of residential windows in the
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tenants may be aware of this simple information, many teen and
young adult cooks have no idea how to extinguish a grease fire
common
sense:
and may even
reach for water!

Studies conducted by the NFPA
and US Fire Administration
show that:
•Unattended cooking is the
single leading factor contributing
to home fires.
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EBOHFS"!!DBVUJPO"!
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Never move

or by calling (509) 625-7058.
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