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Our Kids: Our Business
It’s April and that means colorful pinwheels popping up among the spring
flowers throughout Spokane! These pinwheels symbolize the gift of each
child in our community. Since 2007, the “Our Kids, Our Business” campaign
has alerted Spokane to the ways we can positively encourage and nurture
children and families. The campaign occurs in April, the month associated for
the past 30 years with recognizing the painful impact associated with child
abuse and neglect.
The Spokane “OKOB” message includes more than statistics: it asks every
adult in the community to participate in a “Call to Action” that will help prevent
future losses. Each adult is asked to make a positive difference in the life of a
young person, starting this April.
Apartment communities have unique opportunities to help kids on their home turf, especially when parents
are an active part of the equation. It can be as simple as assuring that an adult helps with supervising afterschool activities or a “No Bullies Allowed” awareness-raising activity with appropriate posters posted in a
hallway or laundry room. A sign recently spotted in a local school says “THINK before you speak! Is it True?
Helpful? Inspiring? Necessary? Kind?
Kids need safe places for play such as space for basketball and badminton or smooth surfaces for wheels or
exercise. Families need opportunities to interact in constructive activities that include everyone. Perhaps this
is “easier said than done”, but one antidote to abuse and neglect involves the adult community committing to
creating healthier and happier options for kids. Some Spokane neighborhoods are working together this
spring to plant community gardens. Others are involved in the annual clean-up of a nearby park, a portion of
the Spokane River bank or their own complex. In each of these activities, kids and parents have the chance
to participate in something constructive and of service to others.
Here are a few ways to encourage your tenants to participate with Spokane Fire Department and more than
35 agencies throughout the community to honor the gift of childhood and help prevent abuse or neglect of
any kind:
•Help with homework or sports.
•Volunteer to mentor a child for an hour each week at your neighborhood school.
•Recognize basic signs of a depressed youngster and contact Sabrina Votava at (509) 475-7334 or
Sabrina@yspp.org for a free training for your staff or parents with the Youth Suicide Prevention Program.
•Give an overwhelmed parent a little break by watching their child play outside for bit.
•Teach some kids how to brighten up the neighborhood by planting flowers or removing some weeds.
•Buy extra Girl Scout cookies to help send a girl to camp!
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