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Holiday Hotspots
December is the time of year where a
combination of cold weather and holiday
festivity brings extra safety challenges.
Fireplace Alert: Many homes and
businesses have installed gas fireplaces in
recent years to add a cozy ambience as
well as warmth.
Most of these devices currently do not
have any type of safety screen on them.
Even the most protective parent or
grandparent may not be aware of the burn
dangers associated with gas fireplaces.
Please review this special report from KOMO TV and Harborview Medical
Center in Seattle that includes the story of a Spokane family and the
challenges they faced when baby Brandon stumbled into the door of their
gas fireplace. Lessons learned: Recognize the extremely high
temperatures of the glass “screen” on a gas fireplace. Know that even
decorative gas fireplaces can heat to a dangerous point for a child’s skin.
Ideally, keep gas fireplaces turned off when toddlers are in the area.
Scan this QR code with your
Invest in appropriate screens for every type of room heating device
smart phone to view the video
when small children are likely to be present.
or click here.

Fire Departments also recommend that licensed chimney sweeps
clean standard wood-burning fire places once a year to eliminate any
flammable buildup of creosote and prevent a roof fire. Incorrect
disposal of fireplace ash results in predictable winter fires. Residents typically place warm ashes in
cardboard boxes and set them on a wooden porch or next to the house or garage siding. These
boxes often ignite resulting in the spread of fire.
Residents with fireplaces can also be reminded that wrapping paper should never be burned. The
chemicals used to create the paper coloring can ignite suddenly and cause a serious flash fire.
Space Heaters: Space heaters should never be plugged into surge protectors or outlet strips. Any
appliance that heats up should always be plugged directly into the wall outlet.
Space heaters should be unplugged whenever the adult is out of the room. Always unplug space
heaters when people are going to sleep.
Keep anything that can burn (e.g. curtains, bedding, and stuffed animals) at least 3 feet away from
space heaters or baseboard heaters.

Candles: The Fire Department encourages the use of battery-operated
candles rather than open flame versions, especially when pets or children
are in the home!
However, many residents will be using
candles for Hanukkah, Las Posadas,
Christmas, and Kwanzaa celebrations.
Our “always and never” list includes these
reminders: always
keep open-flame candles in sturdy
holders and away from decorations,
evergreens, and wrapping paper; never
leave a candle burning in a room without
adult supervision and always keep lighters, matches and lit candles
secured and out of the reach of small children.
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