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Who has 
YOUR PLAN?

As building managers and tenants change 
locations, who has the “Master Plan” for fire safety 
for each of your buildings?  

Since each rental building has its own unique 
construction and residents, the fire department 
does not provide a generic emergency plan of 
“one size fits all”.  It is critical for everyone 
managing a rental property to be familiar with all 
of the most important features of the building’s fire 
escape plan. 

Here are “30 Questions” to help you review your 
planning and policies!

• What type of alerting system protects the 
building and residents? Is there a 
monitoring service for the alarm system? 
How does it work? 

• What type of smoke detection device (i.e. 
ionization, photoelectric or photo-ion) is 
installed in each unit? How old are the 
detectors? Are detectors battery-operated 
or hardwired? Does any tenant need 
strobe or vibrating devices to assure they 
know there is an emergency? 

• Is there a sprinkler system? Who services 
it?  Does it only cover the common areas 
or is it also installed inside every unit?

• What is the exact address of the unit?  
Can the addressing be clearly viewed from 
the street?

• Is there sufficient room for large fire engines or 
ladders to get close to the building? 

• Where are the hydrants located for your 
building?

• Where are the fire extinguishers and when 
were they last serviced?

• Do you have a Knox Box the firefighters can 
access to get keys for your building? Are the 
keys current? 

• Are exit paths clearly marked? Are hallways 
always safe pathways to escape? Are fire doors 
always closed? Is any exit blocked for any 
reason?

• Is there a written plan clearly showing how 
tenants are to escape the building and re-
gather outside in a safe meeting place? Is there 
an elevator system? Can all tenants handle the 
stairs or do some need to “shelter in place”?  

• Does every tenant know the fire escape plan? 
Is each tenant capable of exiting their room and 
reaching the meeting place?

• Who is responsible for meeting the firefighters 
and directing them to individuals who may have 
difficulty independently exiting the building?

• In the event of a fire, once the building is 
evacuated, who else needs to be notified? 

• What are the fire prevention policies for each 
unit? Are there written agreements regarding 
smoking materials, holiday decorations, 
fireworks, barbecue usage or clutter? 

• Do all the tenants have renter’s insurance?

Question #31: How did YOU do?



Remind tenants how to best extinguish a kitchen grease fire 
by putting a lid over the pan and turning off the heat. 
Recommend that tenants always keep a lid and a box of baking 
soda handy whenever they cook with grease.  While your older 
tenants may be aware of this simple information, many teen and 
young adult cooks have no idea how to extinguish a grease fire 
and may even reach for water!

Keep grills a safe distance from siding, eaves, wooden 
decks and overhanging branches.  Although grills account for 
only a small portion of cooking-related fires, propane grills on the 
decks of multi-family residences can dramatically accelerate any 
fire that starts on the exterior of a building. 

Investigate new technology that addresses the problem of 
cooking fires.    If you have tenants who are part of the “higher-
risk-for-cooking- fire” groups of college students or senior 
citizens, you will be interested to learn more about the CookStop 
device that monitors movement in the kitchen and shuts off the 
stove when the cook leaves the room or falls asleep. You can 
learn more at www.cookstop.com. 

On a related note, Spokane Fire Department Prevention 
personnel had the opportunity to witness the effectiveness of the 
Safe-T-element TM at a 2009 presentation in Spokane. A pot of 
water was kept boiling on a hot plate fitted with Safe-T-elements. 
A piece of ordinary paper placed on the element and under the 
pot of water was slightly scorched after several hours, but was 
not burned. The Safe-T-element TM replaces the regular element 
on stovetops. It is more energy-efficient than a regular burner 
because it allows more even warming at a lower temperature. It 
actually prevents stovetop fires because it automatically shuts 
the stove off when temperatures reach a maximum of 350oC or 
662oF. (Oil ignites at 370oC or 698oF.) For more information on 
how the U.S. Navy has studied the effectiveness of this device 
on base housing, go to www.wsafc.org/Lists/NewsArticles/
DispForm.aspx?ID=2.

Studies conducted by the NFPA 
and US Fire Administration 
show that:

•Unattended cooking is the 
single leading factor contributing 
to home fires.

•Males face disproportionate risk 
of a cooking fire injury relative to 
the amount of cooking they do.

•More than 50% of home 
cooking injuries occur when 
people try to fight the fire 
themselves.

•Although gas grills are used 
about 1.5 times as often as 
charcoal grills, they are involved 
in 5 times as many fires.

•More than one-third of 
residential cooking-fire fatalities 
occurred while the victims were 
sleeping.

Be sure to visit our website at
www.spokanefire.org 

There you will find links to our blog, 
Facebook, Twitter and YouTube pages!
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You can sign up for this monthly newsletter, ask a fire-related question or suggest a specific safety topic by contacting Jan 
Doherty at jdoherty@spokanefire.org or by calling (509) 625-7058.

Congratulations to the collaborative team from Spokane Housing Authority, the Beacon Development 
Group, SMR Architects, Coffman Engineers, Walker Construction and various funders who have re-
shaped the old Hillyard High School into 51 beautiful and affordable apartments for low-income 
residents! 

The extensive remodeling effort includes multiple safety features, from fire sprinklers to elements 
installed on the stoves that will prevent cooking fires. The Safe-T-element R  is a cast-iron plate installed 
over each burner on an electric stove. Even when a burner is turned on high, the temperature of the 
plate will not go above 662 o F.

Fat or oil can ignite at 698 o F. The Safe-T-element R automatically turns the element off when it reaches 
662 o F and therefore eliminates a potential grease fire. At the same time, it improves the cooking by 
better controlling the even spread of heat. It also makes it easier to clean burners, prevents pans from 
scorching and increases the lifespan of the stove. 

Cooking fires are the #1 cause of residential fires in North America and account for over 40% of all 
apartment fires. Seniors are the highest risk group. A significant number of people who have died in 
cooking-caused fires had fallen asleep prior to the fire.

Access this edition of Apartment Safety Notes as well as back issues at www.spokanefire.org under “Prevention”.

Agnes Kehoe Place: 
Building in the Safety 

Engine 15 gets a tour of the Agnes Kehoe Place during the Grand Opening 
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