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CHANGE CLOCK and MORE
Sunday November 6 is the official day to change from Daylight
Savings Time by turning clocks back one hour. Fire Departments
across the nation ask every household to include a smoke
detector check-up when changing their clocks.
•Read the back label of smoke detectors to determine whether
there is at least one PHOTOELECTRIC (vs. ionization) model on
•
•

each level of the home.
Check the exact date of manufacture on the back label to assure detectors are less than 10
years old. While the alarm horn may still sound, the sensor has an estimated 30% failure rate
at 10 years.
Test each detector to verify the batteries are fresh
and solidly connected.

HEATING PRECAUTIONS
As November days grow colder and tenants rely more on
supplementary heating sources, it is important for
everyone to be alert to the potential problems associated
with fireplaces, space heaters, and baseboard heaters.
Heating equipment causes many of the residential fires
that occur from November through February. These
include fires caused by tenants using their ovens as a
heating source!
For apartments with five or more units, managers can help prevent rooftop fires by scheduling a
professional chimney sweep to clean out flammable creosote deposits. Cleaners can also inspect
for cracks or blockages that may result in a carbon monoxide buildup in the home. Tenants need to
know the importance of using seasoned (dried) wood and how to safely dispose ashes away from
the building. Tenants should also be reminded of an increased creosote fire danger from burning
paper as well as the chance of an explosion caused by burning holiday wrapping paper in a
fireplace.
With limited space in many apartments, tenants may be tempted to place furniture too close to
baseboard heaters. Any type of combustible material (e.g. curtains, upholstery, bedspreads, and
stuffed animals) should be kept at least 12 inches away from baseboard heaters.
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Space heaters present even more of a danger
to common combustibles and should be kept at
least 3 feet away from anything that burns.
Tenants should never plug heaters into an
extension cord or power strip. They must also
be mindful to turn heaters completely off when
going to sleep or leaving the apartment.

Holiday
Decorating

Select flameless, battery-operated candles
instead of open flame ones.
•
Never have more than 3 strings of small lights
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Never nail electric cords into the wall. Use
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