


Candidates for District 2, Position 2 Spokane City Council Member who will be Interviewed at 
7/10/2025 Council Special Study Session 

Ryan Oelrich 
Kris Neely 
Shelby Lambdin 
Kristina Sabestinas



Interview Questions for District 2, Position 2 Spokane City Council Member 
Candidates 

• Given that this is a four-month position, what are your specific priorities and what
do you think you can accomplish during this time?

• What’s your view of the separation of powers—not as theory, but in practice? Do you
see the friction between branches as a flaw in the system, or a deliberate feature
meant to guard against government overreach? Which is the greater threat to our
democracy: occasional gridlock caused by strong checks and balances, or the slow
erosion of those protections in the name of short-term political wins? And in today’s
climate of extreme partisanship, how will you handle the real-world pressure to toe
the party line—even when it risks undermining sound policy, responsible
governance, or the independence of the City Council itself?

• One of our main responsibilities is to approve the budget proposed by the Mayor and
her Administration. Share your understanding of budgeting principles necessary to
shape a good municipal budget. What, if anything, did we get wrong in our last
budget and how should we correct that? What did we get right and how should we
improve upon that?

• Community Workforce Agreements can help ensure larger construction projects are
completed on time and on budget while emphasizing the need to hire workers
historically excluded from construction. Would you support the Spokane City
Council moving forward with a local Community Workforce Agreement for public
works projects over $5M?

• What hours will you be available to work with Council and attend important
meetings? And how do you plan to use the City of Spokane’s motto in your work?

• If there was one aspect of the City of Spokane that you could immediately change,
what would it be and why? What is one aspect you would keep the same?




