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Date Rec’d 10/9/2024
Clerk’s File # CPR 2024-0030
Cross Ref #

Agenda Sheet for City Council:
Committee:   Date: N/A
Committee Agenda type: 

Council Meeting Date: 10/28/2024 Project #
Submitting Dept MAYOR Bid #
Contact Name/Phone ADAM 

MCDANIEL
6779 Requisition #

Contact E-Mail AMCDANIEL@SPOKANECITY.ORG
Agenda Item Type Boards and Commissions 

AppointmentsCouncil Sponsor(s)                               
Agenda Item Name APPOINTMENT OF BOB LUTZ TO THE CLIMATE RESILIENCE AND 

SUSTAINABILITY BOARDAgenda Wording
Mayor Brown has appointed Bob Lutz to the Climate Resilience and Sustainability Board for a term of 
October 28, 2024 - October 28, 2026.

Summary (Background)
The purpose of the Climate Resilience and Sustainability Board is to provide advice and recommendations to 
the Mayor, City Council, and community on the actions necessary to achieve the community's sustainability 
and climate goals consistent with the City's Comprehensive Plan, Sustainability Action Plan, environmental 
stewardship policies of the City as adopted by the City Council, and within the requirements and parameters 
set forth in state law.

Lease? NO Grant related? NO Public Works?      NO

Fiscal Impact
Approved in Current Year Budget? N/A
Total Cost $ 
Current Year Cost $ 
Subsequent Year(s) Cost $ 
Narrative

Amount Budget Account
Select $ # 
Select $ # 
Select $ # 
Select $ # 

$ # 
$ # 



Continuation of Wording, Summary, Approvals, and Distribution

Agenda Wording

Summary (Background)

Approvals Additional Approvals
Dept Head
Division Director
Accounting Manager
Legal
For the Mayor PICCOLO, MIKE
Distribution List

amcdaniel@spokanecity.org
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Date Rec’d 10/2/2024
Clerk’s File # OPR 2024-0904
Cross Ref #

Agenda Sheet for City Council:
Committee: Urban Experience  Date: 10/14/2024
Committee Agenda type: Consent

Council Meeting Date: 10/28/2024 Project #
Submitting Dept COMMUNITY, HOUSING & HUMAN 

SERVICES
Bid #

Contact Name/Phone HEATHER PAGE 6578 Requisition #
Contact E-Mail HPAGE@SPOKANECITY.ORG
Agenda Item Type Contract Item
Council Sponsor(s) ZZAPPONE               JBINGLE               KKLITZKE
Agenda Item Name 1680- CHHS ACCEPTANCE OF PY 2024 FORMULA GRANTS- CDBG
Agenda Wording
CHHS is requesting permission to accept the Program Year 2024 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
Grant Agreement of $3,046,666. The agreement was received by CHHS on 9/20/2024.

Summary (Background)
Each year, HUD allocates Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds to the City of Spokane in its role 
as a participating jurisdiction. The PY2024 CDBG allocation is $3,046,666. Formula grant funds may be used 
within the City of Spokane to meet program objectives and requirements as outlined in 24 CFR 570. HUD 
requires the City of Spokane to sign and return the grant agreement as soon as possible after it is received.

Lease? NO Grant related? YES Public Works?      NO

Fiscal Impact
Approved in Current Year Budget? YES
Total Cost $ $3,046,666.00
Current Year Cost $ $3,046,666.00
Subsequent Year(s) Cost $ 
Narrative

Amount Budget Account
Neutral $ $3,046,666 # 1690-95576-99999-33114-99999
Select $ # 
Select $ # 
Select $ # 

$ # 
$ # 



Continuation of Wording, Summary, Approvals, and Distribution

Agenda Wording

Summary (Background)

Approvals Additional Approvals
Dept Head ANDERSON, ARIELLE M. ACCOUNTING - 

GRANTS
MURRAY, MICHELLE

Division Director KINDER, DAWN
Accounting Manager MURRAY, MICHELLE
Legal SCHOEDEL, ELIZABETH
For the Mayor PICCOLO, MIKE
Distribution List

hpage@spokanecity.org
tjilot@spokanecity.org mmorrison@spokanecity.org
arielleanderson@spokanecity.org dkinder@spokanecity.org
dnorman@spokanecity.org



Committee Agenda Sheet
Urban Experience Committee

Committee Date 10/14/2024

Submitting Department Community, Housing, and Human Services

Contact Name Heather Page

Contact Email & Phone hpage@spokanecity.org / x6578

Council Sponsor(s) Zappone, Bingle, Klitze

Select Agenda Item Type ☒ Consent ☐ Discussion Time Requested:

Agenda Item Name 1680- CHHS Acceptance of PY 2024 Formula Grants - CDBG

Proposed Council Action ☒ Approval to proceed to Legislative Agenda ☐ Information Only

Summary (Background)

*use the Fiscal Impact box 
below for relevant financial 
information

Each year, HUD allocates Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds to 
the City of Spokane in its role as a participating jurisdiction. The PY2024 CDBG 
allocation is $3,046,666. Formula grant funds may be used within the City of 
Spokane to meet program objectives and requirements as outlined in 24 CFR 
570. HUD requires the City of Spokane to sign and return the grant agreement 
as soon as possible.

Fiscal Impact          
Approved in current year budget? ☒ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
Total Cost: $3,046,666.00
             Current year cost: $3,046,666.00
             Subsequent year(s) cost: 

Narrative:  Acceptance of annual formula grant (PY24 CDBG) from HUD.

Funding Source ☐ One-time ☒ Recurring       ☐ N/A
Specify funding source: Grant
Is this funding source sustainable for future years, months, etc?  This is an annual formula grant from HUD

Expense Occurrence ☒ One-time ☐ Recurring       ☐ N/A

Other budget impacts: (revenue generating, match requirements, etc.)
Operations Impacts Positions are already in place.

What impacts would the proposal have on historically excluded communities?
The CDBG program provides resources to address housing and community development needs that benefit 
low- to moderate-income individuals (<80% AMI). Eligible activities include public improvements, public 
facilities, public services, rehabilitation, and economic development. 
How will data be collected, analyzed, and reported concerning the effect of the program/policy by racial, 
ethnic, gender identity, national origin, income level, disability, sexual orientation, or other existing 
disparities?
 Data is collected and reported as per HUD’s requirements outlined in 24 CFR 570.
How will data be collected regarding the effectiveness of this program, policy or product to ensure it is the 
right solution?
Data is collected and reported as per HUD’s requirements outlined in 24 CFR 570.
Describe how this proposal aligns with current City Policies, including the Comprehensive Plan, Sustainability 
Action Plan, Capital Improvement Program, Neighborhood Master Plans, Council Resolutions, and others? 
This funding source must align with the 2020-2024 Consolidated Plan.

mailto:hpage@spokanecity.org


24 CFR 570      form HUD-7082 (5/15) 

Funding Approval/Agreement 
Title I of the Housing and Community 
Development Act (Public Law 930383) 
HI-00515R of 20515R

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development  
Office of Community Planning and Development  
Community Development Block Grant Program

1. Name of Grantee (as shown in item 5 of Standard Form 424)
City of Spokane 

3a. Grantee’s 9-digit Tax ID Number 
916001280 

3b. Grantee’s 9-digit DUNS Number 
PDNCLY8MYJN3 (UEI) 

2. Grantee’s Complete Address (as shown in item 5 of Standard Form 424)
808 W Spokane Falls Blvd
Spokane, WA 99201-0017 

4. Date use of funds may begin 
07/01/2024 

5a. Project/Grant No. 1 
B-24-MC-53-0006 

6a. Amount Approved 
$3,046,666.00 (by this action) 

5b. Project/Grant No. 2 6b. Amount Approved 

Grant Agreement:  This Grant Agreement between the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and the above named Grantee is made pursuant to the 
authority of Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, (42 USC 5301 et seq.). The Grantee’s submissions for Title I assistance, the 
HUD regulations at 24 CFR Part 570 (as now in effect and as may be amended from time to time), and this Funding Approval, including any additional and/or special 
conditions, constitute part of the Agreement.  Subject to the provisions of this Grant Agreement, HUD will make the funding assistance specified here available to the 
Grantee upon execution of the Agreement by the parties.  The funding assistance specified in the Funding Approval may be used to pay costs incurred after the date 
specified in item 4 above provided the activities to which such costs are related are carried out in compliance with all applicable requirements.  Pre-agreement costs may 
not be paid with funding assistance specified here unless they are authorized in HUD regulations or approved by waiver and listed in the additional and/or special 
conditions to the Funding Approval.  The Grantee agrees to assume all of the responsibilities for environmental review, decision making, and actions, as specified and 
required in regulations issued by the Secretary pursuant to Section 104(g) of Title I and published in 24 CFR Part 58.  The Grantee further acknowledges its responsibility 
for adherence to the Agreement by sub-recipient entities to which it makes funding assistance hereunder available.  
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (By Name) 

John D. Schelling 
Grantee Name (Contractual Organization) 

SPOKANE, CITY OF 
Title

CPD Director 
Title 

Signature 

X

Date (mm/dd/yyyy) 
      

Signature 

X

Date (mm/dd/yyyy) 

7. Category of Title I Assistance for this Funding Action:

Entitlement, Sec 106(b) 

8. Additional/Special Conditions 
(check one) 

 None 
 Attached 

9a. Date HUD Received Submission 10. check one 
 a. Orig. Funding 

Approval 
 b. Amendment 

Amendment Number 

9b. Date Grantee Notified 

9c. Date of Start of Program Year 
07/01/2024 

11. Amount of Community Development 
Block Grant FY 2024 FY 2023 
a. Funds Reserved for this Grantee 
b. Funds now being Approved $3,046,604.00 $  62.00 
c. Reservation to be Cancelled 

(11a minus 11b)
12a. Amount of Loan Guarantee Commitment now being Approved 

N/A 
12b. Name and complete Address of Public Agency 

Loan Guarantee Acceptance Provisions for Designated Agencies: 
The public agency hereby accepts the Grant Agreement executed by the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development on the above date with 
respect to the above grant number(s) as Grantee designated to receive loan 
guarantee assistance, and agrees to comply with the terms and conditions 
of the Agreement, applicable regulations, and other requirements of HUD 
now or hereafter in effect, pertaining to the assistance provided it. 

12c. Name of Authorized Official for Designated Public Agency 

Title 

Signature 

X

HUD Accounting use Only 
Effective Date 

Batch TAC Program Y A Reg Area Document No. Project Number Category Amount (mm/dd/yyyy) F 

 Y Project Number Amount

Y Project Number Amount

Date Entered PAS (mm/dd/yyyy) Date Entered LOCCS (mm/dd/yyyy) Batch Number Transaction Code Entered By Verified By 

OMB Approval No. 2506-0193 
exp 1/31/2025 

1 

1 7 6 

5 3 

9/20/2024



8. Additional Conditions.

(a) The period of performance and single budget period for the funding assistance
specified in the Funding Approval (“Funding Assistance”) shall each begin on the
date specified in item 4 and shall each end on September 1, 2031.  The Grantee
shall not incur any obligations to be paid with such assistance after September 1,
2031.

(b) The Grantee must complete Addendum #1 to Agreement “Grantee Indirect Cost
Rate(s)” and return it to HUD with this Agreement. The addendum HUD receives
from the Grantee will be incorporated into and made part of this Agreement,
provided that the rate information is consistent with the applicable requirements
under 2 CFR part 200. The Grantee must immediately notify HUD upon any
change in the Grantee’s indirect cost rate, so that HUD can amend the Agreement
to reflect the change if necessary.

(c) In addition to the conditions contained on form HUD 7082, the grantee shall
comply with requirements established by the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) concerning the Dun and Bradstreet Data Universal Numbering System
(DUNS); the System for Award Management (SAM.gov.); the Federal Funding
Accountability and Transparency Act as provided in 2 CFR part 25, Universal
Identifier and General Contractor Registration; and 2 CFR part 170, Reporting
Subaward and Executive Compensation Information.

(d) The grantee shall ensure that no CDBG funds are used to support any Federal,
State, or local projects that seek to use the power of eminent domain, unless
eminent domain is employed only for a public use.  For the purposes of this
requirement, public use shall not be construed to include economic development
that primarily benefits private entities.   Any use of funds for mass transit,
railroad, airport, seaport or highway projects as well as utility projects which
benefit or serve the general public (including energy-related, communication-
related, water- related and wastewater-related infrastructure), other structures
designated for use by the general public or which have other common-carrier or
public-utility functions that serve the general public and are subject to regulation
and oversight by the government, and projects for the removal of an immediate
threat to public health and safety or brownfield as defined in the Small Business
Liability Relief and Brownfields Revitalization Act (Public Law 107–118) shall
be considered a public use for purposes of eminent domain.

(e) The Grantee or unit of general local government that directly or indirectly
receives CDBG funds may not sell, trade, or otherwise transfer all or any such
portion of such funds to another such entity in exchange for any other funds,
credits or non-Federal considerations, but must use such funds for activities
eligible under title I of the Act.

(f) E.O. 12372-Special Contract Condition - Notwithstanding any other provision of
this agreement, no funds provided under this agreement may be obligated or
expended for the planning or construction of water or sewer facilities until receipt



of written notification from HUD of the release of funds on completion of the 
review procedures required under Executive Order (E.O.) 12372, 
Intergovernmental Review of Federal Programs, and HUD's implementing 
regulations at 24 CFR Part 52.  The recipient shall also complete the review 
procedures required under E.O. 12372 and 24 CFR Part 52 and receive written 
notification from HUD of the release of funds before obligating or expending any 
funds provided under this agreement for any new or revised activity for the 
planning or construction of water or sewer facilities not previously reviewed 
under E.O. 12372 and implementing regulations. 

(g) CDBG funds may not be provided to a for-profit entity pursuant to section
105(a)(17) of the Act unless such activity or project has been evaluated and
selected in accordance with Appendix A to 24 CFR 570 - “Guidelines and
Objectives for Evaluating Project Costs and Financial Requirements.”  (Source -
P.L. 113-235, Consolidated and Further Continuing Appropriations Act, 2015,
Division K, Title II, Community Development Fund).

(h) The Grantee must comply with the requirements of the Build America, Buy
America (BABA) Act, 41 USC 8301 note, and all applicable rules and notices, as
may be amended, if applicable to the Grantee’s infrastructure project. Pursuant to
HUD’s Notice, “Public Interest Phased Implementation Waiver for FY 2022 and
2023 of Build America, Buy America Provisions as Applied to Recipients of
HUD Federal Financial Assistance” (88 FR 17001), any funds obligated by HUD
on or after the applicable listed effective dates, are subject to BABA
requirements, unless excepted by a waiver.

(h) Waste, Fraud, Abuse, and Whistleblower Protections. Any person who becomes
aware of the existence or apparent existence of fraud, waste or abuse of any HUD
award must report such incidents to both the HUD official responsible for the
award and to HUD’s Office of Inspector General (OIG). HUD OIG is available to
receive allegations of fraud, waste, and abuse related to HUD programs via its
hotline number (1-800-347-3735) and its online hotline form. You must comply
with 41 U.S.C. § 4712, which includes informing your employees in writing of
their rights and remedies, in the predominant native language of the workforce.
Under 41 U.S.C. § 4712, employees of a government contractor, subcontractor,
grantee, and subgrantee—as well as a personal services contractor—who make a
protected disclosure about a Federal grant or contract cannot be discharged,
demoted, or otherwise discriminated against as long as they reasonably believe
the information they disclose is evidence of: 1. Gross mismanagement of a
Federal contract or grant; 2. Waste of Federal funds; 3. Abuse of authority
relating to a Federal contract or grant; 4. Substantial and specific danger to public
health and safety; or 5. Violations of law, rule, or regulation related to a Federal
contract or grant.

(i) The Grantee will comply with the right to report crime and emergencies
protections at 34 U.S.C. 12495 of the Violence Against Women Act.



(j) The Grantee shall attend the CDBG timeliness workshop as noted and described
in the letter invitation from HUD entitled “CDBG Timeliness Workshop:
Working Together to Address Noncompliance with Timely Expenditure
Requirements: Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program.”



Addendum # 1 to Agreement B-24-MC-53-0006 
Grantee Indirect Cost Rate(s)  

As the duly authorized representative of the Grantee, I certify that the Grantee: 
 Will not use an indirect cost rate to calculate and charge indirect costs under the grant. 

 Will calculate and charge indirect costs under the grant by applying a de minimis rate as 
provided by 2 CFR 200.414(f), as may be amended from time to time. 

 Will calculate and charge indirect costs under the grant using the indirect cost rate(s) listed 
below, and each rate listed is included in an indirect cost rate proposal developed in accordance 
with the applicable appendix to 2 CFR part 200 and, if required, was approved by the cognizant 
agency for indirect costs. 

Instructions for the Grantee’s Authorized Representative:  

You must mark the one (and only one) checkbox above that best reflects how the 
Grantee’s indirect costs will be calculated and charged under the grant.  Do not 
include indirect cost rate information for subrecipients. 

The table following the third box must be completed only if that box is checked.  
When listing a rate in the table, enter both the percentage amount (e.g., 10%) and the 
type of direct cost base to be used. For example, if the direct cost base used for 
calculating indirect costs is Modified Total Direct Costs, then enter “MTDC” in the 
“Type of Direct Cost Base” column.  

If using the Simplified Allocation Method for indirect costs, enter the applicable 
indirect cost rate and type of direct cost base in the first row of the table.   

If using the Multiple Allocation Base Method, enter each major function of the 
organization for which a rate was developed and will be used under the grant, the 
indirect cost rate applicable to that major function, and the type of direct cost base to 
which the rate will be applied.  

If the Grantee is a government and more than one agency or department will carry 
out activities under the grant, enter each agency or department that will carry out 
activities under the grant, the indirect cost rate(s) for that agency or department, and 
the type of direct cost base to which each rate will be applied.   

To learn more about the indirect cost requirements, see 2 CFR part 200, subpart E and 
Appendix VII to Part 200 (for state and local governments).

Agency/department/major function Indirect cost rate  Type of Direct Cost Base 
 % 

% 
% 

Name of Authorized Official: 
 

Title:  
 

Signature: 

X

Date 
(mm/dd/yyyy):  

  /  /    

City of Spokane CD/HS Operations 98.17



Date Rec’d 10/9/2024
Clerk’s File # OPR 2019-0964
Cross Ref #

Agenda Sheet for City Council:
Committee: Urban Experience  Date: 10/14/2024
Committee Agenda type: Discussion

Council Meeting Date: 10/28/2024 Project #
Submitting Dept NEIGHBORHOOD, HOUSING & 

HUMAN SERVICES
Bid #

Contact Name/Phone SARA 
CLEMENTS-
SAMPSON

509-507-0611 Requisition #
Contact E-Mail SCLEMENTSSAMPSON@SPOKANECIT

Y.ORGAgenda Item Type Contract Item
Council Sponsor(s) ZZAPPONE               JBINGLE               KKLITZKE
Agenda Item Name 0450- COMMUNITY CENTER CONTRACT RENEWAL
Agenda Wording
Community Centers, including MLK, WCCC, NECC, and SWCC receive annual contracts from the City of 
Spokane to support operational needs, historically these have been multi-year contracts. The Brown 
administration is proposing one year extensions.

Summary (Background)
Knowing that community centers play an invaluable role in our community the City needs to establish 
improved channels for partnership, develop clarity of impact and services, and support the identification and 
closure of gaps/needs. Allowing space for robust roundtable discussions and collaboration will create 
opportunities for improved contracts and regional impact.  The City is asking each community center to 
present to Council bi-annually at Committee or Study Session on their impact.

Lease? NO Grant related? NO Public Works?      NO

Fiscal Impact
Approved in Current Year Budget? YES
Total Cost $ 583,000
Current Year Cost $ 583,000
Subsequent Year(s) Cost $ 
Narrative
One year extension.

Amount Budget Account
Neutral $ 150,000 # 0350-57200-75500-54201-99999
Neutral $ 150,000 # 0350-57300-75500-54201-99999
Neutral $ 243,000 # 0350-57110-75500-54201-99999
Neutral $ 40,000 # 0350-57400-75500-54201-99999

$ # 
$ # 

mcoe
Highlight



Continuation of Wording, Summary, Approvals, and Distribution

Agenda Wording

Summary (Background)

Approvals Additional Approvals
Dept Head KINDER, DAWN
Division Director KINDER, DAWN
Accounting Manager MURRAY, MICHELLE
Legal SCHOEDEL, ELIZABETH
For the Mayor PICCOLO, MIKE
Distribution List

sclementssampson@spokanecity.org
dkinder@spokanecity.org dnorman@spokanecity.org
sbrown@spokanecity.org





Community Centers’ plans can help address the Neighborhood Master Plans for their respective 
neighborhoods.
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Date Rec’d 9/26/2024
Clerk’s File # OPR 2024-0905
Cross Ref #

Agenda Sheet for City Council:
Committee: Urban Experience  Date: 10/14/2024
Committee Agenda type: Discussion

Council Meeting Date: 10/28/2024 Project #
Submitting Dept HISTORIC PRESERVATION Bid #
Contact Name/Phone MEGAN 

DUVALL
6543 Requisition #

Contact E-Mail MDUVALL@SPOKANECITY.ORG
Agenda Item Type Contract Item
Council Sponsor(s) JBINGLE               ZZAPPONE               KKLITZKE
Agenda Item Name 0470 – ECCC NOMINATION TO THE REGISTER OF HISTORIC
Agenda Wording
The Spokane Historic Landmarks Commission reviews properties for listing on the Spokane Register of Historic 
Places to ensure that they meet the criteria set out in SMC 17D.100. The East Central Community Center at 
500 South Stone Street

Summary (Background)
The Spokane Historic Landmarks Commission reviews properties for listing on the Spokane Register of Historic 
Places to ensure that they meet the criteria set out in SMC 17D.100. The East Central Community Center at 
500 S Stone Street was constructed in 1978 and meets the criteria set forth for such designation, and a 
management agreement has been signed by the owner.

Lease? NO Grant related? NO Public Works?      NO

Fiscal Impact
Approved in Current Year Budget? N/A
Total Cost $ 
Current Year Cost $ 
Subsequent Year(s) Cost $ 
Narrative
Property listing on the Spokane Register of Historic Places does not have a direct impact on City revenues or 
expenses.

Amount Budget Account
Select $ # 
Select $ # 
Select $ # 
Select $ # 
Select $ # 
Select $ # 



Continuation of Wording, Summary, Approvals, and Distribution

Agenda Wording
was constructed in 1978 and meets the criteria set forth for such designation, and a management agreement 
has been signed by the owner.

Summary (Background)

Approvals Additional Approvals
Dept Head DUVALL, MEGAN
Division Director MACDONALD, STEVEN
Accounting Manager ORLOB, KIMBERLY
Legal HARRINGTON, 

MARGARETFor the Mayor PICCOLO, MIKE
Distribution List

lcamporeale@spokanecity.org
mduvall@spokanecity.org smacdonald@spokanecity.org
akiehn@spokanecity.org



 

Committee Agenda Sheet 

Urban Experience Committee 
Committee Date 10/7/2024 

Submitting Department Historic Preservation 

Contact Name  Megan Duvall 

Contact Email & Phone mduvall@spokanecity.org 

Council Sponsor(s) CM Zappone; CM Klitzke; CM Bingle 

Select Agenda Item Type ☐ Consent ☒ Discussion Time Requested: 5 min 

Agenda Item Name 0470 – EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY CENTER NOMINATION TO THE 

REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

Proposed Council Action  ☒ Approval to proceed to Legislative Agenda ☐ Information Only 

Summary (Background) 
 
*use the Fiscal Impact box 
below for relevant financial 
information 

The Spokane Historic Landmarks Commission reviews properties for listing on 
the Spokane Register of Historic Places to ensure that they meet the criteria 
set out in SMC 17D.100.  
 
The East Central Community Center at 500 S Stone Street was constructed in 
1978 and meets the criteria set forth for such designation, and a 
management agreement has been signed by the owner. 
 

Fiscal Impact           

Approved in current year budget?  ☐ Yes  ☐ No ☒ N/A 
Total Cost: 0 
             Current year cost:  
             Subsequent year(s) cost:  
 
Narrative:  Property listing on the Spokane Register of Historic Places does not have a direct impact on City 
revenues or expenses. 
 

Funding Source  ☐ One-time ☐ Recurring       ☒ N/A 
Specify funding source: Select Funding Source* 
Is this funding source sustainable for future years, months, etc?  N/A 
 

Expense Occurrence  ☐ One-time ☐ Recurring       ☒ N/A 
 
Other budget impacts: (revenue generating, match requirements, etc.)  
Properties listed on the Spokane Register are subject to design review in the future which does generate 
revenue through small fees. Tax incentives are available to listed properties and also can generate future 
revenue. 

Operations Impacts (If N/A, please give a brief description as to why) 

What impacts would the proposal have on historically excluded communities? 
This contract recognizes the significance of the East Central Community Center to the East Central 

Neighborhood, which is one of Spokane’s most diverse communities. This is the second property on the 

Spokane Register of Historic Places that was listed specifically due to its association with Black Spokanites. 

This contract will also increase the geographic diversity of the Spokane Register by listing a property in a 

neighborhood that has among the lowest rates of recognized historic properties for a neighborhood with 

extensive historic building stock. 



 

How will data be collected, analyzed, and reported concerning the effect of the program/policy by racial, 
ethnic, gender identity, national origin, income level, disability, sexual orientation, or other existing 
disparities? 
That specific data is not something that is collected by the Historic Preservation Department, but we have 

identified parts of Spokane’s history that are not well represented on the historic register, and this contract is 

a direct effort to help make the more register more representative of all Spokanite’s stories. 

How will data be collected regarding the effectiveness of this program, policy or product to ensure it is the 
right solution? 
The Historic Preservation Office’s primary responsibility is to protect historic properties and neighborhoods in 
Spokane. The more properties that are listed on the Spokane Register, the more ability we have to offer 
incentives that help keep those properties viable and in use. As we list additional properties, we increase our 
ability to protect Spokane’s historic resources.  
 

Describe how this proposal aligns with current City Policies, including the Comprehensive Plan, Sustainability 
Action Plan, Capital Improvement Program, Neighborhood Master Plans, Council Resolutions, and others? 
SMC 04.35.010 Spokane Historic Landmarks Commission Findings and Purpose:  
The City and Spokane County find that the establishment of a landmarks commission with specific duties to 
recognize, protect, enhance and preserve those buildings, districts, objects, sites and structures which serve 
as visible reminders of the historical, archaeological, architectural, educational and cultural heritage of the 
City and County is a public necessity. 
 
Comprehensive Plan Goals 
DP 1.1: Landmark Structures, Buildings, and Sites 

Recognize and preserve unique or outstanding landmark structures, buildings, and sites. 
DP 3.3: Identification and Protection of Resources  

Identify historic resources to guide decision making in planning. 
DP 3.4: Reflect Spokane’s Diversity  

Encourage awareness and recognition of the many cultures that are an important and integral aspect 
of Spokane’s heritage. 

DP 3.11: Rehabilitation of Historic Properties 
Assist and cooperate with owners of historic properties to identify, recognize, and plan for the use of 
their property to ensure compatibility with preservation objectives. 

N 2.4: Neighborhood Improvement  
Encourage revitalization and improvement programs to conserve and upgrade existing properties and 

buildings. 

 







































Spokane City/County Register of Historic Places Nomination Continuation Sheet 
East Central Community Center Section 7     Page 7 
  

 
South elevation: 

  
Context from the northwest: 

  
Sculpture on East Elevation, artist unknown:  

 



Spokane City/County Register of Historic Places Nomination Continuation Sheet 
East Central Community Center Section 8     Page 1 
  

 
 SECTION 8: NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Categories for Listing: A and E 
Areas of Significance:  Social/Humanitarian 
Period of Significance:  1978-2024 
Built Date:   1978 
Architect:   Tan Brookie Kundig 
Builder:   Max J. Kuney Company 

 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The East Central Community Center is an institutional community property in Spokane’s East Central 

Neighborhood that is associated with Spokane’s community center initiative of the late 1970s and 1980s that 

resulted in multiple community centers throughout Spokane.  

The East Central Community Center has maintained its role as a community resource providing a variety 
of services for the community. A newspaper article from 1976 when the center was being contemplated stated that 
the goal of the center was to create “a social refuge for their elderly and young, a dispensing point for many 

human services.” The mission remains the same in 2024. Freda Gandy, the director of the center in 2024, 
succinctly describes the community center as a “one-stop shop to meet the community’s needs.” That is not an 

exaggeration. Every corner of the building has a different community use, from teen center to senior cafeteria, and 
from infant day care to a provider who helps families cover their utility bills.2 

 The East Central Community Center is significant under two categories as established in Spokane 
Municipal Code 17D.100.020. The building is significant under Category A due to its association with the broad 
patterns of Spokane history particularly as the catalyst that initiated an era of community center construction in 

 
2 Jack Roberts, “For Community Services, Edison Center Draws Debate,” 12/12/1976, Section B Page 1. 

East Central Community Center from the 
northwest. 
4/21/2021 by Logan Camporeale, SHPO 
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Spokane. The building is also significant under Category E due to its association with Spokane’s racially and 

ethnically diverse East Central community and particularly with the League of Women for Community Action.  

 The East Central Community Center is significant under Category A due to its association with Spokane’s 

era of community center construction. The decade-long grassroots community effort to establish and build the 
East Central Community Center was a catalyst and model for other Spokane neighborhoods to open their own 
community center. The West Central Community Center opened in 1980 and the Northeast Community Center 
opened in 1982 following in the footsteps of East Central and using similar funding models to establish and build 
the centers. Furthermore, the Mayor of Spokane at the time East Central Community Center opened, Ron Bair, 
exclaimed that the center and its supporters had “become a model used by the rest of the United States.”3 

 The East Central Community Center is exceptionally significant under Category E due to its deep 
association with the racially and ethnically diverse East Central Neighborhood and particularly with the 
influential community organization the League of Women for Community Action. The League was a group of 
approximately twenty-five Black women who were the primary advocates for the formation of the center and 
were the first provider to receive a contract from Spokane City Council to run the center.  

Although a portion of the building remains from the Edison School which was previously on this site, the 
period of significance for the East Central Community Center begins at the time of redevelopment in 1978 and 
stretches to 2024, as the community center uses of the building continue at the time this nomination was prepared. 

  

SPOKANE HISTORIC CONTEXT: FROM TRIBAL LANDS TO BUSTLING CITY 
The City of Spokane sits on the traditional lands of the Spokane Tribe. They have inhabited these lands since time 
immemorial. They hunted, fished, harvested, raised horses, traded, and made their homes in Spokane and 
surrounding areas. Government surveyors who mapped the area around the future site of the East Central 
Community Center in 1874 indicated that two native trails were in or nearby. One of the trails went from Liberty 
Park northwest toward Spokane Falls and the other went from Underhill Park to the southeast toward Glenrose 
area and the location of the Mullan Military Road. The map also shows that there was a spring located around 
Liberty Park which may have been a place of interest for local tribes.4 

The Spokane’s way of life was abruptly altered when white people began arriving in the region in the 

early 1800s. The North West Company, a Montreal based fur trading operation, built the Spokane House trading 
post at the confluence of the Spokane and Little Spokane River in 1810, marking the beginning of white 
settlement in the region. Settlement was initially slow, but by the late 1850s increasing numbers of white people 
were encroaching on tribal lands in pursuit of newly discovered gold in the Columbia River and its tributaries.  

In the 1850s, the United States Army initiated a punitive campaign against a confederation of regional 
tribes, including the Spokanes, after the army was embarrassed by the tribes at the Battle of Steptoe Butte. The 
punitive campaign, under the leadership of General George Wright, engaged with and defeated the allied tribes at 
the Battle of Four Lakes and the Battle of Spokane Plains. After arriving at the Spokane River near present day 
Spokane Falls Community College, Wright’s men proceeded east on the river destroying tribal food caches, 
taking tribal members captive, and ultimately slaughtering over 800 horses belonging to a confederation of the 
Plateau Indians, in an attempt to defeat the tribes by depleting their resources, an all-out war tactic. 

The fighting ended in September 1858 with surrender of the tribe under the guise of a peace treaty. 
Instead of brokering peace diplomatically, General Wright murdered Sub-chief Qualchan and at least three fellow 
warriors on the shore of Hangman Creek. After the defeat of the Spokanes and surrounding tribes, the government 
began negotiating with and ultimately forcing the tribes onto reservations. In 1872, an executive order instructed 

 
3 Jim Smith, “East Central Community Center Opens,” 8/30/1979, page 10.  
4 James Tilton Sheets, GLO Map for Township 25 North Range 43 East, 1874, 
https://www.blm.gov/or/landrecords/survey/yGrid_ORWA.php?state=WA&ln=10000000.  

https://www.blm.gov/or/landrecords/survey/yGrid_ORWA.php?state=WA&ln=10000000
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the Spokane Tribe to move to the original Colville Indian Reservation. The removal of the Spokanes and other 
regional tribes opened up the townsite of Spokane to homesteaders, and soon after settlers began arriving.5 

The powerful Spokane River and its large waterfalls made an ideal location for a mill and ultimately a 
townsite. As the city grew and technology developed, the city’s proximity to a waterfall allowed for easy access 

to hydroelectric power. The electricity produced from the river provided Spokane with a robust electrical system 
to homes, businesses, and the overhead power lines that crisscrossed the city powering a fleet of electric 
streetcars.  

The City of Spokane grew quickly. In 1880, just a year before incorporation, there were only 350 white 
people living in the town of Spokan Falls. By the time of the next census in 1890, Spokane residents had dropped 
the “Falls” from their town’s name (and added an “e”) and the city’s population had increased to 19,922 people. 

This rapid influx amounted to growth of over 5,500% in just one decade. The city’s pace of exponential growth 

experienced a minor setback in August of 1889 when approximately thirty blocks of downtown Spokane were 
burned to the ground in a fast-moving fire. This left much of the city’s core a blank slate from which a freshly 

constructed downtown of primarily brick masonry buildings rose from the ashes.6 

Not discouraged from the fire, Spokane’s rapid growth continued. The burgeoning mining, railroad, 

timber, and agriculture industries attracted tens of thousands of people who flocked to the Inland Northwest 
seeking new jobs and greater opportunities. By 1900, the number of Spokanites had grown to 36,848, most of 
which were working-class, often itinerant laborers. That number continued to grow and when the 1910 census 
was taken, a decade after the turn of the century, 104,402 Spokane residents were counted. This influx of 
population brought the labor force and professionals necessary to grow regional business but it required quick 
construction of housing accommodations. Many Italian immigrants moved into East Central during this period. 

Population growth remained mostly stagnant in Spokane from 1910-1940, only adding approximately 
18,000 residents. However, Spokane experienced a boom in the build-up to World War II due to important war-
time industry that was based here. Americans from other regions of the country, many of whom were Black, 
flocked to Spokane to fill the new job opportunities. This population boom brought some 30,000 new residents 
during the 1940s and increased the total population of Spokane to 161,721. This influx in residents demanded 
more housing, some of which was created in Spokane’s East Central Neighborhood.7 

 

EAST CENTRAL NEIGHBORHOOD8 
The East Central Neighborhood, or Union Park Addition, developed into a substantial residential district during 
Spokane's period of greatest growth from 1900-1910. The neighborhood is located southeast of downtown 
Spokane and was originally separated from the core by the substantial 21-acre Liberty Park. Located near 
downtown and the railroad, the area was largely inhabited by working class Spokanites who were employed at the 
nearby businesses. The neighborhood has historically been home to a socioeconomically and ethnically diverse 
population including a Black and Italian-American community, many of whom still call the neighborhood home 
today. 

 Sanborn Maps suggest that East Central was substantially developed by 1910. Some of that growth was 
driven by Spokane’s burgeoning Italian community. The Italian population in Spokane grew as Italians came to 
the United States by the millions. A small number of Italians, including notable families like the Scarpellis, 

 
5 Warren Seyler, Ben Adkisson, Spokane Tribal Wars of 1858, directed by Trask McFarland (2017; Wellpinit, WA: 
VariusMedia), https://youtu.be/-uN2juBAKlc.  
6 Washington State Office of Financial Management, Forecasting and Research Division, “Decennial Census Counts of 

Population for the State, Counties, Cities and Towns,” (Excel spreadsheet, Olympia, 2017), page 4. 
7 Washington State Office of Financial Management, “Decennial Census Counts of Population for the State, Counties, Cities 

and Towns,” page 4. 
8 A brief context of the East Central Neighborhood is provided in this nomination but researchers interested in East Central 
should consult the East Central Historic Context and Survey produced by the Spokane Historic Preservation Office in 2022-
2023 from which this shorter context was derived. 

https://youtu.be/-uN2juBAKlc
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article explained that the “kindergarten is good preparation for the children” and that her “little girl hates it if she 

ever has to miss because she is ill.”18 

After decades of debate about the future of the 
school, a failed levy by Spokane voters in 1972 was the 
death knell for Edison School. It, along with eight 
other elementary schools in the district, was closed in 
the wake of the levy failure. Edison School was 
selected for closure versus other schools in the district 
(it would be interesting to map the locations of all the 
closed schools from that year).  

 The closing of Edison School had impacts 
beyond education. In the 1972 general election, East 
Central residents’ typical polling place at the Edison 
School was moved to a new location, forcing residents 
to walk over a mile further to cast their ballots. On that 
ballot was the school district’s levy proposal that could 
have extended funding to Edison School and revived it 
as an elementary school. The closing of the Edison 
School was very much a self-fulfilling prophecy by 
policy makers.19 

  

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN FOR 
COMMUNITY ACTION 
In May of 1969, Betty Jean Richey, Charline Marie 
Hopkins, and Nellie Lay filed an application with the 

 
18 Dorothy R. Powers, “East Area Kindergarten Is Free, Fun, Educational,” Spokesman-Review, 2/15/1970.  
19 “Redrawing of Precincts Said Due,” Spokane Chronicle, 10/19/1972, page 3. 

A group of Edison School students playing ball 
together.  
Spokesman-Review, 6/30/1968 

A group of Edison School students playing on 
the Balazs statue (current location is unknown). 
Spokesman-Review, 2/15/1970 
 



Spokane City/County Register of Historic Places Nomination Continuation Sheet 
East Central Community Center Section 8     Page 9 
  

 
Washington Secretary of State to incorporate the League of Women for Community Action. The group’s stated 

purposes were “charitable, benevolent, educational, civic, social, and particularly for the purpose of setting up a 

day care center.” The application identified the original board of directors which included five members: Carol 
Richey, Rosa Anna Coats, Jimmie Lee Kinard, Mae Belle Hawkins, and Lula Mae Montgomery. When the group 
was formed, three of the five directors resided near the East Central Community Center and one (Rosa Anna 
Coats) resided in a house that was ultimately demolished for the Liberty Park Interchange.20 

The League’s original membership comprised twenty-five Black women from east Spokane, most of 
whom were mothers that felt a day care center was desperately needed on the east side. They held true to their 
mission and saw results quickly. In 1970, only a year after incorporation, they opened a day care center, officially 
known as the Southeast Community Day Care Center. The center was originally located at 2430 East Pacific in a 
church, but the size of the space was instantly an issue and the League was almost immediately looking for a more 
suitable space.21 

The center was partially funded by the Spokane City Council, the Head Start program, and by community 
development funds. Their relationship with City Council also appears to have been strong, because in 1978, they 
broke ground on a building that would house the day care center on the old Edison School site and in 1980 the 
city offered to lease the land near the former Edison School on South Stone Street to the League on favorable 
terms of $1.00 rent per year. The organization also had financial support from the Washington Commission for 
the Humanities who helped fund their outreach and educational activities.22 

Providing a resource for day care was critical to Spokane’s working class. Much as the situation is in 
2020s, it was impossible for parents (especially single parents) of children under five years old to go to work 
during the day and earn a paycheck to provide for their family if they did not have any access to affordable 

 
20 Articles of Incorporation for the League of Women for Community Action, Washington Secretary of State, Washington 
State Digital Archives; Carol Shook, letter to City of Spokane regarding East Central Community Center renaming and 
historic designation,” 7/1/2019; “20 Filings Announced for New Corporations,” Spokane Chronicle, 7/5/1969, page 2; 
“Action League Support Told,” Spokane Chronicle, 10/10/1969, page 15;  
21 ““For Day Care Center: Community Help Sought,” Spokesman-Review, 11/7/1969, page 6; “Action Unit Votes for 

Kindergartens,” Spokesman-Review, 7/17/1969, page 6; “’Day of Concern’ Includes Panel on Housing Issue,” 5/27/1969, 

page 6; Alden Cross, “East Side Day Care Dream Ready for Opening Monday,” Spokesman-Review, 5/25/1970, page 11; 
Dorothy Powers, “Each Black Woman Walks Lonely Road to ‘Personal Identity,’” Spokesman-Review, 1/14/1973.  
22 “Social Action Success,” Spokane Chronicle, 4/27/1978; “Ceremony Set at Edison,” Spokesman-Review, 4/29/1978, page 
16; Agreements between the City of Spokane and the League of Women for Community Action, City of Spokane Public 
Records Database, 2/27/1980 and 9/25/1980. 

Newspaper clipping reporting on the ceremony marking redevelopment of the community center site. 
Spokesman-Review, 9/20/1979 
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childcare. Additionally, the Southeast Community Day Care Center endeavored to provide services to children 
including medical, dental and education. The center also employed social workers who could connect with parents 
and try to meet their individual needs as well.23 

Additional to the day care, the center provided a space in the neighborhood for important community 
meetings. The NAACP met there regularly. The meetings hosted at the center included: community workshops, 
lectures on Black history in Spokane, programming for Black teens, lectures that featured Carl Maxey, their 76th 
birthday celebration, and their general membership meetings. The location would have been especially convenient 
for the members who lived in the East Central including John K. Carpenter (2103 East Hartson) who held a 
leadership position with the group serving as a committee chairperson.24 

The League of Women for Community Action was officially dissolved as a corporation in 1986, however 
the organization continues to exist as a nonprofit today doing business as the Southeast Day Care Center. A day 
care and community center continues to operate in the building the League constructed. And, importantly, the 
League and their center inspired other neighborhoods to pursue community and day care centers throughout 
Spokane. The Spokesman-Review remarked that East Central’s “determined hard-working residents could be 
considered inspiring pathfinders for those in other parts of the city.” In 1980, West Central followed suit, and in 

1982 Northeast Spokane opened a center too.25 

Lee Wade had an outsized influence on East Central’s trajectory. She was involved in so many East 
Central neighborhood groups and organizations that a newspaper reporter in 1990s summarized Wade’s 

involvement in the community: “well, if it’s East Central, she’s on it.” Wade was a founding member of the 
League of Women for Community Action and the East Central Community Organization, she served on the East 
Central Steering Committee and the East Central Advisory Board, and she was involved with the first 
neighborhood council in East Central. Wade was appointed to the City Plan Commission where she seems to have 
served as a conduit between East Central and the city to share with other parts of the city the grassroots 
community advocacy strategies that had benefited East Central. She was also involved with community 
development funds and their distribution in East Central. In 1979, she participated in a city advertising campaign 
to encourage folks to participate in the community development process at the grassroots level because “that’s 

where the nitty gritty action starts.”26 

Lee Wade 
remained active with 
the East Central 
Community Center into 
the 2000s. In a 2001 
newspaper article she 
said, “in my view, we 

have exceeded our 
goals and beyond.” The 

center did its job of 
helping to ease hunger, 
illness, unemployment, 
loneliness, crime, and 
family problems.27  

 
23 Cross, “Day Care Centers Seen Vital to Poor,” Spokesman-Review, 3/23/1970, page 5.  
24 “NAACP to Celebrate Birthday,” Spokane Chronicle, 2/15/1985, page 11; “Social Action Success,” Spokane Chronicle, 
4/27/1978; “Bulletin Board: Lectures: ‘N.A.A.C.P. in the 80’s’,” Spokesman- Review, 2/14/1985, page 54.  
25 “Long Citizen Effort Successful,” Spokesman-Review, 2/8/1978, page 4. 
26 Ward Sanderson, “Lee Wade Pours Decades of Service into East Central Area,” Spokesman-Review, 10/17/1996. Page 6; 
“How Do I Get in on the Action?,” Spokane Chronicle, 9/20/1979, page 32. 
27 Mike Prager, “Still a Special Place: East Central Community Center continues to serve its original mission,” Spokesman-

Review, 3/15/2001, South Side Voice Page 2.  

Newspaper advertisement for the grand opening of 
the ECCC featuring Community leader Lee Wade. 
Spokesman-Review, 9/20/1979 
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THE EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY CENTER 

After the Edison School closed, the 
district leased the building to the 
city for a youth center for a few 
years, foreshadowing the site’s 

future long-term use. After years 
of advocacy from the community, 
especially the League of Women 
for Community Action, in 1977 
Edison School was demolished 
except for a mid-century addition 
that was retained. With funding 
from community development 
grants and other sources, in its 
place the East Central Community 
Center was constructed with the 
mission to provide day care 
services, youth activities, 
education, and other community 
services that the League had 
provided in their previous 
locations. The notable architectural 
firm Tan Brookie Kundig was contracted to design the new building. The center had a soft opening in June of 
1979 and was fully completed by early 1980. In 1980 the city offered to lease the center on South Stone Street to 
the League on favorable terms of $1.00 rent per year. 28  

Community programming at the community center has been constant from the moment it opened to the 
present. There are over 6000 articles in the Spokane newspapers that have the phrase “East Central Community 

Center” between 1976 and the present. The vast majority are advertisements for community events. This 
illustrates how much programming and how often events were held and advertised at the center. The grand 

opening of the center was held 
in September of 1979, but the 
NAACP had already been 
meeting there for months since 
the soft opening. In November 
1979 the center screened a 
film called “A Brief History of 

Black Americans in Spokane 
County.” And in the 1980s, 
the Citizens for Fair Power 
Rates met at the center.  

In 1982, famous poet, 
author, actor, and thinker 
Maya Angelou visited the East 
Central Community Center to 
give a lecture. The lecture was 
sponsored by Eastern 
Washington University’s 
Black Education Program as 

 
28 Agreements between the City of Spokane and the League of Women for Community Action, City of Spokane Public 
Records Database, 2/27/1980 and 9/25/1980. 

Building permit for the 1978 ECCC showing 
Tan Brookie Kundig as architects. 
City of Spokane Building Permit Archive 

Photos from the grand opening of the 
ECCC in 1979. 
Spokane Chronicle, 10/1/1979 
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part of their 1982 Black 
History Month 
programming which was 
themed “Blueprint for 
Survival.” Angelou, likely 
perched on the stage that 
remains in the center’s 
gymnasium today, gave her 
lecture to a diverse audience 
of 300 attentive listeners. 
She opined on the Black 
experience, the lack of 
knowledge of Black history 
in the United States, and she 
recited multiple poems. She 
received four standing 
ovations during her 
presentation, and she took 
questions from the 
audience.29 

In 1999, Governor 
Gary Locke visited the 
center in an effort to boost 
reading proficiencies 
amongst East Central youth. 
In the 2000s the center 

hosted breathing relaxation classes and a free youth baseball clinic. And East Central Community Center’s long 
and robust legacy as a community meeting space continues today with the Kiwanis Club hosting a free pancake 
breakfast at the center in 2022.30 

In 2019-2020, there was debate over the name of the center as a new operator, the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Center, was selected to run it. Freda Gandy, Director of the Martin Luther King Jr. Center, was a proponent of the 
name change because it would give the organization “a sense of identity here in this building” and would “cut 

down on a lot of confusion.” Longtime East Central advocate and founding member of the center, Lee Wade, who 
was 92 years old in early 2020, was opposed to the name change too. She explained that “we were a group of 

women who got together, rolled our sleeves up, and decided we were going to do something about the condition 
of all the people.” To her, having East Central in the center’s name was reflective of the people who founded it 
and the people they served in a way that King’s name did not convey. After contentious debate and a 
recommendation against renaming from the City Plan Commission, the Spokane City Council voted for a 
compromise to change the name to the Martin Luther King Jr. Center at East Central.31 

In 2022, there was significant debate about the siting of a police substation in an adjacent building on the 
site, the former East Central Library building. Despite the occasional disagreement and turnover in operators, the 
mission remains the same: to serve the East Central community. Today the community center sits on a campus 

 
29 “Community Digest,” Spokesman-Review, 11/17/1979, page 12; Tom Sowa, “Counter Culture: Of Women and Words,” 

Spokesman-Review, 1/24/1982, page 44; Jennifer Williamson, “Maya Angelou: Walking Proud, Head Unbowed,” Spokane 

Chronicle, 1/30/1982, page 3. 
30 Carlos Acevedo, “Governor Seeks Volunteers to Help Kids with Reading, Spokesman-Review, 9/30/1999.  
31 Adam Shanks, “Name Packs a Punch,” Spokesman-Review, 2/1/2020, page 1; Adam Shanks, “City Renames Community 

Center,” Spokesman-Review, 2/10/2020, page C1.  

Maya Angelou giving a lecture at the 
East Central Community Center in 1982. 
Wes Cameron, Spokane Chronicle, 1/30/1982 
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with many additional community centered buildings including: 
CHAS Dental Clinic, the South Police Precinct, and the Southeast 
Day Care Center.32 

 

CONCLUSION 
The East Central Community Center is a significant Spokane 
community building that provides an opportunity to tell the story 
of a whole Spokane neighborhood and an important community 
group that lifted that neighborhood by fighting tirelessly for the 
construction of the community center.  

 The East Central Community Center was the first 
neighborhood community center in Spokane. The grassroots 
organizers leveraged city and federal funds to provide an important 
resource for their community that still serves in that role at the time 
this nomination was prepared in 2024. The community center was 
the catalyst to kick off the era of community center construction in 
Spokane, leaving an important legacy on the development of 
modern community spaces in Spokane. The West Central 
Community Center, Northeast Community Center, and the 
Southside Community Center all followed the path charted by East 
Central, and all of those centers remain important community resources in 2024.  

 The East Central Community Center is the building most associated with the League of Women for 
Community Action. The League was a powerful organizing force that collectively gave Black women a voice in 
city affairs and advocated for their needs which were being overlooked by city officials and other community 
groups. Their advocacy was singlehandedly responsible for the construction of Spokane’s first community center. 

Although the League does not exist in the same form as it did in 1978, it serves as an important example of the 
power of cultural organizations and the importance of memorializing their legacies.  

The East Central Community Center is significant under two categories as established in Spokane 
Municipal Code 17D.100.020. The building is significant under Category A due to its association with the broad 
patterns of Spokane history particularly as the catalyst that initiated an era of community center construction in 
Spokane. The building is also significant under Category E due to its association with Spokane’s racially and 

ethnically diverse East Central community and particularly with the League of Women for Community Action. 

 

 
32 Emry Dinman, “City Council Reconsiders Future of Former East Central Library,” Spokesman-Review, 1/14/2023, page 
C1.  

Washington Governor Gary Locke 
visiting the ECCC in 1999. 
Spokesman-Review,  9/30/1999 
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“Community Digest,” Spokesman-Review, 11/17/1979, page 12. 
 
“For Day Care Center: Community Help Sought,” Spokesman-Review, 11/7/1969, page 6. 
 
“Ceremony Set at Edison,” Spokesman-Review, 4/29/1978, page 16. 
 
“Bulletin Board: Lectures: ‘N.A.A.C.P. in the 80’s’,” Spokesman- Review, 2/14/1985, page 54. 
 

Government Records 
City of Spokane, “500 South Stone Street,” (Building permits, Spokane, 2017). 
 
Washington State Office of Financial Management, Forecasting and Research Division, “Decennial Census Counts of 

Population for the State, Counties, Cities and Towns,” (Excel spreadsheet, Olympia, 2017). 
 
Articles of Incorporation for the League of Women for Community Action, Washington Secretary of State, Washington State 
Digital Archives. 
 
Carol Shook, letter to City of Spokane regarding East Central Community Center renaming and historic designation,” 

7/1/2019. 
 
Agreements between the City of Spokane and the League of Women for Community Action, City of Spokane Public Records 
Database, 2/27/1980 and 9/25/1980. 
 

Historic Register Nominations and Surveys 
East Central Historic Context and Survey, Logan Camporeale, Spokane Historic Preservation Office, 2022-2023 
 

Books, Films, Maps, and Architectural Drawings 
Spokane Public Schools, First Class for 100 Years, “Edison School,” page 26. 
 
Seyler, Warren, Ben Adkisson, Spokane Tribal Wars of 1858, directed by Trask McFarland (2017; Wellpinit, WA: 
VariusMedia), https://youtu.be/-uN2juBAKlc. 
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SECTION 12: ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION 

 
Spokane Daily Chronicle article about the East Central Community Center groundbreaking on April 27, 1978.  
 
 

 
Spokesman-Review article announcing the grand opening of the East Central Community Center on August 30, 1979.  
  



Spokane City/County Register of Historic Places Nomination Continuation Sheet 
Hotel Aberdeen Section 12     Page 2 
  

 

 
Spokane Daily Chronicle article reporting on the 76th birthday celebration of the Spokane NAACP on February 15, 1985. 
 

 
Spokesman Review article commenting on the importance of the citizen initiative to get the center built on February 8, 1978. 
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Spokane Chornicle (1/30/1982) article and photo reporting on Maya Angelou’s visit to the East Central Community Center.  
 

 
Spokesman-Review advertisement (2/14/1985) announcing an NAACP program at the East Central Community Center.  
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Spokane Chornicle (10/6/1965) photo showing the groundbreaking for the Edison School multipurpose room.  
 

 
Spokesman-Review article (3/23/1970) explain the League of Women for Community Action mission. 
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Advertisement in Spokesman-Review (9/22/1977) for the Community Development program and its impact on East Central. 
 

 
Spokesman-Review photo (10/4/1977) showing the Edison School being demolished.  
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Spokesman-Review article (4/15/1972) reporting on the closure of nine elementary schools including Edison. 
 

 
Articles of Incorporation for the League of Women for Community Action filed with the Washington Secretary of State. 
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1980 Spokane City Council Contract to make the League of Women for Community Action the ECCC lease holder.   
 

 
City of Spokane Building Permit for the 1965 multipurpose room that was added on to Edison School. 
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Bev Linton, Portrait of Mayor Jim Chase with Spokane City Hall in the background. This painting was at the community 
center when the current providers moved into the building and it currently hangs on the second floor of the 1965 
multipurpose room.  
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