
























Date Rec’d 2/21/2023

Clerk’s File # CPR 1981-0122
Agenda Sheet for City Council Meeting of:
03/06/2023 

Renews #
Submitting Dept MAYOR Cross Ref #
Contact Name/Phone JESSICA KIRK  5097206262 Project #
Contact E-Mail JKIRK@SPOKANECITY.ORG Bid #
Agenda Item Type Boards and Commissions 

Appointments
Requisition #

Agenda Item Name 0520 APPOINTMENT TO SPOKANE HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION - CITY-
AT-LARGE

Agenda Wording
Nicholas Jay Reynolds   0520 Appointment to Spokane Historic Landmarks Commission - City-at-Large  term: 3 
year 1/1/2023-12/31/2025

Summary (Background)
Nicholas Jay Reynolds  0520 Appointment to Spokane Historic Landmarks Commission - City-at-Large term: 3 
year 1/1/2023-12/31/2025

Lease? NO Grant related? NO Public Works?      NO
Fiscal Impact Budget Account
Select $ # 
Select $ # 
Select $ # 
Select $ # 
Approvals Council Notifications
Dept Head KIRK, JESSICA Study Session\Other
Division Director Council Sponsor
Finance Distribution List
Legal jkirk@spokanecity.org
For the Mayor PERKINS, JOHNNIE mduvall@spokanecity.org
Additional Approvals
Purchasing



Date Rec’d 2/21/2023

Clerk’s File # CPR 1992-0059
Agenda Sheet for City Council Meeting of:
02/27/2023 

Renews #
Submitting Dept MAYOR Cross Ref #
Contact Name/Phone JESSICA KIRK  5097206262 Project #
Contact E-Mail JKIRK@SPOKANECITY.ORG Bid #
Agenda Item Type Boards and Commissions 

Appointments
Requisition #

Agenda Item Name 0520 REAPPOINTMENT TO BICYCLE ADVISORY BOARD

Agenda Wording
Charles Otto Greenwood (Charlie)  0520 Reappointment to Bicycle Advisory Board   term: 3 year 6/1/2022-
5/31/2025

Summary (Background)
Charles Otto Greenwood (Charlie) 0520 Reappointment to Bicycle Advisory Board  term: 3 year 6/1/2022-
5/31/2025

Lease? NO Grant related? NO Public Works?      NO
Fiscal Impact Budget Account
Select $ # 
Select $ # 
Select $ # 
Select $ # 
Approvals Council Notifications
Dept Head KIRK, JESSICA Study Session\Other
Division Director Council Sponsor
Finance Distribution List
Legal jkirk@spokanecity.org
For the Mayor PERKINS, JOHNNIE cquinnhurst@spokanecity.org
Additional Approvals
Purchasing































































































































Date Rec’d 2/16/2023

Clerk’s File # OPR 2023-0276
Agenda Sheet for City Council Meeting of:
03/06/2023 

Renews #
Submitting Dept HISTORIC PRESERVATION Cross Ref #
Contact Name/Phone MEGAN DUVALL  X6543 Project #
Contact E-Mail MDUVALL@SPOKANECITY.ORG Bid #
Agenda Item Type Contract Item Requisition #
Agenda Item Name 0470 - HIGHLAND PARK UMC NOMINATION TO THE REGISTER OF HISTORIC 

PLACES
Agenda Wording
Recommendation to list the Highland Park United Methodist Church, 611 S Garfield St, on the Spokane 
Register of Historic Places.

Summary (Background)
SMC #17D.100.040 provides that the City/County Historic Landmark Commission can recommend to the City 
Council that certain properties be placed on the Spokane Register of Historic Places. The Highland Park United 
Methodist Church has been found to meet the criteria set forth for such designation, and a management 
agreement has been signed by the owners.

Lease? NO Grant related? NO Public Works?      NO
Fiscal Impact Budget Account
Neutral $ # 
Select $ # 
Select $ # 
Select $ # 
Approvals Council Notifications
Dept Head DUVALL, MEGAN Study Session\Other UE 2/13/23
Division Director MACDONALD, STEVEN Council Sponsor CMs Kinnear & Wilkerson
Finance ORLOB, KIMBERLY Distribution List
Legal PICCOLO, MIKE mduvall@spokanecity.org
For the Mayor PERKINS, JOHNNIE smacdonald@spokanecity.org
Additional Approvals lcamporeale@spokanecity.org
Purchasing rbenzie@spokanecity.org



Committee Agenda Sheet
URBAN EXPERIENCE

Submitting Department Historic Preservation

Contact Name & Phone Megan Duvall, Historic Preservation Officer 625-6543
Contact Email mduvall@spokanecity.org
Council Sponsor(s) Kinnear & Wilkerson

Select Agenda Item Type ☐ Consent ☒ Discussion Time Requested: 2.5 minutes

Agenda Item Name 0470 – HIGHLAND PARK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
NOMINATION TO THE REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

Summary (Background) The Spokane Historic Landmarks Commission reviews properties for 
listing on the Spokane Register of Historic Places to ensure that they 
meet the criteria set out in SMC 17D.100. 

The Highland Park United Methodist Church at 611 S Garfield St was 
constructed in 1958 and designed by Frank Y. Toribara. It meets the 
criteria for listing on the Spokane Register under Categories C & E for 
its architectural and cultural significance. 

Proposed Council Action & 
Date:

Consent agenda item, for briefing on 2/20/2023 with a vote on 
2/27/2023.

Fiscal Impact:           
Total Cost: $0
Approved in current year budget? ☐ Yes ☐ No ☒ N/A
Funding Source ☐ One-time ☐ Recurring
Specify funding source: 
Expense Occurrence ☐ One-time ☐ Recurring
Other budget impacts: (revenue generating, match requirements, etc.)
Operations Impacts
What impacts would the proposal have on historically excluded communities?
This contract would have no meaningful impact on historically excluded communities.

How will data be collected, analyzed, and reported concerning the effect of the program/policy by 
racial, ethnic, gender identity, national origin, income level, disability, sexual orientation, or other 
existing disparities?
That specific data is not something that is collected by the Historic Preservation Department.

How will data be collected regarding the effectiveness of this program, policy or product to ensure it is 
the right solution?
The Historic Preservation Office’s primary responsibility is to protect historic properties and 
neighborhoods in Spokane. The more properties that are listed on the Spokane Register, the more 
ability we have to offer incentives that help keep those properties viable and in use. As we list 
additional properties, we increase our ability to protect Spokane’s historic resources. 

Describe how this proposal aligns with current City Policies, including the Comprehensive Plan, 
Sustainability Action Plan, Capital Improvement Program, Neighborhood Master Plans, Council 
Resolutions, and others?
SMC 04.35.010 Spokane Historic Landmarks Commission Findings and Purpose: 
The City and Spokane County find that the establishment of a landmarks commission with specific 
duties to recognize, protect, enhance and preserve those buildings, districts, objects, sites and 



structures which serve as visible reminders of the historical, archaeological, architectural, educational 
and cultural heritage of the City and County is a public necessity.

Comprehensive Plan Chapter 8: Urban Design and Historic Preservation
DP 1.1: Landmark Structures, Buildings, and Sites

Recognize and preserve unique or outstanding landmark structures, buildings, and sites.
DP 1.2:  New Development in Established Neighborhoods

Encourage new development that is of a type, scale, orientation, and design that maintains or 
improves the character, aesthetic quality, and livability of the neighborhood.

DP 2.7: Historic District and Sub-Area Design Guidelines 
Utilize design guidelines and criteria for sub-areas and historic districts that are based on local 
community participation and the particular character and development issues of each sub-
area or historic district.
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The church began to host sukiyaki and teriyaki 
dinners in 1950 for fundraising and public 
relations purposes.87 These events also featured 
programs of Japanese dances and music and 
exhibited Japanese flower arrangements to 
introduce the public to Japanese culture. At this 
time the dinners were usually attended by about 
2,000 people over two evenings.88 

In general, after resettlement occurred and once 
the Japanese returned to Spokane and other cities, 
there was a feeling that there was no need for a 
segregated church.89 Rev. Taro Goto, who served 
as pastor at the Grant Street Methodist Church 
from 1934 to 1938 and 1945 to 1950, announced 
at the 1957 Pacific Japanese Provisional 
conference that building new churches and 
integrating the Methodist Church were the big 
issues facing the church in this era.90 The 
conference consisted of 31 organized churches in 
six western states. Rev. Goto, who was from San 
Francisco, had served as the first Japanese leader of 
the conference since 1949.91 He announced that the 
Japanese churches would consolidate with other English-speaking conferences of the 
Methodist Church by 1964. However, after a time Japanese churches on the west coast 
began to open their own churches again and as can be seen, the Highland Park United 
Methodist Church has maintained its church as a Japanese-centric church in the post-
World War II years. 

In 1958 the new church building and parsonage was erected under the leadership of Rev. 
Shigeo Shimada. Following the consecration service, the Pacific Japanese Provisional 
Annual Conference Session was held in Spokane in June 1958. A history of the 
congregation written in 1967 notes that a dedication service at the church was held on 
May 16, 1965 to mark the congregation’s ownership of the church after repayment of the 
building loan. At that time, there were 150 Sunday school students, 200 members of the 
English-speaking division, and 100 members of the Japanese-speaking division.92 

87 Sixty-Five Years in Pictures, 1967:221. 
88 Ibid. 
89 Horikoshi, Y. Casper, “A History of the Japanese Christian Mission and its Meaning,” in Rev. Sumio 
Koga Sumio’s  A Centennial Legacy, History of the Japanese Christian Missions in North America, 1877-
1977, Vol. 1. Chicago, IL: Nobart, Inc., 1977: 36.  
90 “Two Big Issues Face Japanese,” Spokane Chronicle, April 17, 1956:3 
91 “Japanese Unit to be Absorbed,” Japanese Unit to be Absorbed, March 12, 1957:6. 
92 Sixty-Five Years in Pictures, 1967:7. 

Rev. Shigeo Shimada, 1958
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1957 rendering of the church from The Spokesman-Review 

Today representation and support for the Japanese community in Spokane is shared by a 
number of organizations, including Spokane’s Buddhist Temple. The Hifumi En society 
promotes the preservation of Japanese American heritage and raises money for 
scholarships and other causes and activities. They have conducted and posted oral 
histories of community members on their website: http://www.hifumien.org/omoide.html.  
Hifumi En also features oral histories of Spokane residents that have been undertaken by 
Densho, which is a state-wide organization.  

Spokane hosts the U.S. campus branch of Mukogawa, a women’s university based in 
Nishinomiya, Japan under the auspices of the Mukogawa Fort Wright Institute. Spokane 
also participates in a sister city program with Nishinomiya. Late congregation member 
Ed Tsutakawa developed the sister city program and was instrumental in establishing the 
Spokane Mukogawa campus. There is also a branch of the JACL, the Japanese American 
Citizens League, in Spokane, which sponsors activities for Japanese members.  

http://www.hifumien.org/omoide.html
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Building the Church 

A Building Committee made up of Issei and Nisei members of the congregation began 
meeting in 1955 to discuss building a new education/youth building and a playground 
and to search for a suitable lot.93 They purchased land across the street from the Grant 
Street Methodist Church but then learned that the planned I-90 freeway would pass 
overhead just about two houses from their present lot. They would soon be undertaking a 
larger project than originally anticipated.  

Subsequently, Rev. Shimada appointed a new building committee, with another group of 
congregation members forming a finance and other committees. At this early date the 
group anticipated obtaining $17,500 in donations from the Issei, $12,500 from the Nisei, 
and $15,000 from the Central Methodist Church. Ed Iwata, who became the church’s 
builder, felt that construction could begin on the church in the fall.94 The church would 
eventually purchase the land on which the present buildings and garden are located at a 
city auction. Plans were developed for the church, the parsonage, a Meditation Center or 
House of Prayer (the gazebo), and a rock garden. A zone change was sought to 
accommodate the new campus and the church was incorporated.  

On October 30, 1956 the Building Committee met again and reported that they had 
received comments from the Methodist headquarters architect, but that they preferred 
architect Frank Toribara’s plan, and would respond to headquarters to that effect. At a 
subsequent meeting of the committee, it was reported that $25,000 in funding had been 
procured, contingent on headquarters’ approval of the plans.95 

Ground-breaking for the new church was announced for Easter Sunday, April 29, 1957. It 
was anticipated that construction costs for the church, parsonage, and land would be 
$10,000.96  

A letter from Building Committee chair Masuo Akiyama to the membership noted that 
the building foundations were being poured and utilities installed. The letter stressed the 
on-going importance of fundraising and volunteering to build the new church. “To save 
more money for our church, a number of Isseis, Niseis, and Sanseis have contributed 
their help voluntarily for the last four Saturdays and Sundays. They have done everything 
from tearing down forms, pulling nails out of boards, sorting lumber and cleaning up. As 
much as $5,000 or more can be saved by volunteer labor. Can you give a few hours in the 
evening or some Saturday or Sunday?”97 

93 Building Committee notes, April 19, 1955. On file, Pacific Northwest Protestantism Collection, Highland 
Park United Methodist Church, Spokane, WA. Whitworth University Archives and Special Collections, 
accessed October 2022. 
94 Ibid.  
95 Ibid. 
96 “Grant Street Church Builds,” The Spokesman Review, April 20, 1957:7. 
97 Ibid.  
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Congregation members join in creating the rock garden in 1958 
Source: Sixty-Five Years in Pictures, 1967 

The Project Team. The ground-breaking for the new church was presided over by Rev. 
Shigeo Shimada and included Dr. Richard D. Decker, the district superintendent for the 
Methodist church; Ed Iwata, the contractor; Frank Toribara, the architect; and the co-
chairmen of the building committee, Masuo Akiyama and H. Nichifue. A Japanese style 
rock garden was to be built by Ryotaro Nishikawa, a Japanese landscape gardener, and 
Tsunazo Edamatwu, a stone mason.98 A tribute to Nishikawa is located on the grounds 
today. The Japanese garden in particular attracted much attention. A newspaper article on 
the landscape design noted, “Literally the congregation built a church on the rocks, and it 
promises to be a showplace of the city.”99  

The church building program included sanctuary seating for about 130 people plus the 
choir, and overflow space for another 130 seats. Twelve classrooms were planned, along 
with an office and a large kitchen. The narthex contains many tributes to the church’s 
history and special events, in addition to the office. 

98 “Church Will Get Japanese Garden,” Spokane Chronicle, November 16, 1957:6. 
99 “Landscaping at Highland Park Has Simple  Beauty,” The Spokesman-Review, January 1, 9161:65. 
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The completed church and rock garden, ca 1958 
Source: Sixty-Five Years in Pictures, 1967 

Rev. Shigeo Shimada.  Rev. Shigeo Shimada oversaw the planning and building of the 
Highland Park United Methodist Church. Shimada, who was born in 1906, began 
preaching in 1933. He spent his first two years in the ministry in Japan. After serving in 
the Japanese army, he attended the Kwansei Gakvin, School of Theology, and Methodist 
University in Japan for five years. He then traveled to the U.S. to study at Southern 
Methodist University for three years, from which he graduated with a bachelor’s degree 
in divinity. He then relocated to attend the Boston University School of Theology, from 
which he was awarded a master’s degree. His first appointment was to the Alameda, 
California Japanese Methodist Church, where he served beginning in 1939. He preached 
at the Topaz relocation center in Utah during World War II. In 1945 he went to San 
Francisco to reopen the Japanese church there. Rev. Shimada came to Spokane in 
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1950.100 In 1964 he was the first Japanese Methodist minister elected to office in the 
Pacific Northwest Methodist Conference.101 

Rev. Shimada retired from the Highland Park United Methodist Church in 1971 after 
serving the church for 21 years.102 After his retirement he and his wife taught at the 
Seiwa Women’s College in Nishinomiya, Japan for three-and-one-half years. Rev. 
Shimada would also write two books in retirement, including his own memoirs entitled A 
Stone Cried Out, about his conversion to Christianity. He also compiled the photos for 
the church’s Sixty-Five Years in Pictures, published in 1967.103 He then retired to Seattle 
where he died in 1994 at the age of 88. 

Architect Frank Y. Toribara. The Highland Park United Methodist Church was designed 
by Spokane architect Frank Yoshio Toribara, who was a member of the congregation as 
well. Frank Toribara was born May 15, 1915 in Seattle and attended the University of 
Washington, from which he graduated in 1935 with a degree in architecture.104 After 
graduation he worked as a draftsman for several Seattle firms. He received his 
architectural license 13 days after the bombing of Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, and 
was incarcerated at the Minidoka Japanese internment camp near Jerome, Idaho during 
World War II.105 After being released, he and his wife moved to Spokane. He first 
worked at the architecture firm of Funk, Murray & Johnson, but soon opened his own 
office (he would collaborate with them at other times as well). One of the projects he was 
involved in at this time was the design of the 1945 Garland Theater in Spokane, which is 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places and on the Spokane Register.106  

Toribara designed a great variety of building types, including churches, schools, medical 
offices, commercial buildings, multi-family housing, and single-family developments and 
residences. Another highly visible church designed by Toribara, in addition to the 
Highland Park United Methodist Church, is the 1948 addition to the Holy Trinity Greek 
Orthodox Church on W. Augusta Avenue and N. Washington Street, which he designed 
early in his career. Two of his works are listed in the Spokane Mid-20th Century 
Architectural Survey Report, which documented 53 of Spokane’s most outstanding and 
representative residential, institutional, commercial and industrial buildings that were 

100 “Church Spokane’s Gift From City Japanese,” The Spokesman Review, March 29, 1958:7. Prior to Rev. 
Shimada’s appointment, pastors for the church were Caucasian, often with missionary experience in Japan. 
101 “Spokane Ministers Elected to Posts,” The Spokesman Review, June 15, 1964:5. 
102 “The Highland Park United Methodist Church, Spokane, Washington,” A Centennial Legacy, History of 
the Japanese Christian Missions in North America, 1877-1977, Vol. 1. Compiled by Rev. Koga Sumio. 
Chicago, IL: Nobart, Inc., 1977:260. 
103 Sixty-Five Years in Pictures. Spokane, WA: The Issei Commission on Evangelism, Highland Park 
Methodist Church, June 1967. 
104 “Toribara, Frank Yoshio (Age 92),” (obit.), June 10, 2007:27. 
105 Ibid. Toribara was first held in the Puyallup Assembly facility. He married his wife, Ruth S. Matsumoto, 
on March 28, 1942. 
106 Note that he is not listed as an architect for this building, but it is mentioned in his obituary. Toribara 
would have just returned from internment camp when this building was constructed. Al Funk was the 
architect of record. 
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constructed at mid-century.107 These buildings are his own residence, which was built in 
1960 and was where he had his offices, and the 1962 Tombari Dental Clinic.108  

Additional projects of note include a 16-story high rise in Anchorage, Alaska, which was 
to be the tallest building in Alaska (research did not reveal whether this was built). He is 
also credited with designing the Japanese Pavilion for Expo ’74, which was a 
collaboration between Toribara and Tokyo landscape artist Ken Nakajima.109 He also 
designed the houses for a 185-house subdivision in northwest Spokane for Sunset Homes, 
Inc. in 1951.110 He was slated to design a 60-unit, seven-story apartment building in 
Browne’s Addition; this building is three stories in height today.111 Projects range in 
design from commercial vernacular structures to high style, mid-century modern 
buildings. An example of a stylish commercial building is the 1948 former Tucker Car 
Showroom on N. Monroe Street, with its extensive steel-frame, glazed showroom. This 
building has unfortunately since been altered. Both his own home and the Farline House 
(SRHP) on lower South Hill are post-and-beam Contemporary houses.112 

Although Toribara was most active as an architect from the 1950s through the 1970s, he 
retained his practice until his death in Spokane on June 5, 2007.113 

Modern Church Design 
While experiments in modern architectural design occurred in the U.S. beginning in the 
late 1920s in Southern California (Rudolph Schindler and Richard Neutra) and the San 
Francisco Bay Area (William W. Wurster), modern styles did not come into widespread 
use in the U.S. until after World War II. Residential design incorporated design and 
construction efficiencies perfected during the war and then put them in practice in the 
post-war era designing our suburbs. The design of churches, schools, and shopping 
centers followed the expanding suburbs with newly adopted modern forms and 
expressions.114  

Developing modern churches that reflected the new age and evolving architectural values 
became a preoccupation of architects, from the internationally known Frank Lloyd 
Wright, Eliel Saarinen, and Portland’s Pietro Belluschi, to the local and regional 
architects that built our cities and suburbs. Architects sought new forms to express the 
new era. The variety of forms they experimented with, evidenced in the list of modern 

107 Aaron Bragg and Diana Painter, Spokane Mid-20th Century Architectural Survey Report. Prepared for 
City of Spokane/Spokane Historic Landmarks Commission. Prepared by helveticka and Painter 
Preservation, 2017. 
108 He also designed a shopping center for pharmacist William Anthony Tombari. 
109 Dawn Bowers, Expo ’74 World’s Fair Spokane, Official Commemorative of the Spokane World 
Exposition 1974. Spokane, WA: Expo ’74 Corporation, 1974:97. 
110 This 280-acre development is bounded by Rowen, Francis, Assembly and A Street. 
111 This building is located on 4th and Hemlock on Coeur d’Alene Park.  
112 This house is located at 2205 E. Girard Place.  
113 Bragg and Painter, 2017:40. 
114 Diana J. Painter and Katherine J. Rinehart, Historic Resource Report for 705 N. Webster Street. 
Prepared for Petaluma First Baptist Church. Prepared by Painter Preservation, July 27, 2021:34. 
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churches in Susan Cerny’s An Architectural Guidebook to San Francisco and the Bay 
Area, included modern domes (Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Mill Valley, 1960), A-frames 
(Hope Lutheran Church, Mario Corbett, Brisbane, California, 1955), pyramidal-shaped 
churches (Immanuel Lutheran Church, Pietro Belluschi, Silverton, Oregon, 1975-79) and 
barrel-vaulted churches.  

Closer to home, outstanding Contemporary style homes began to be seen in Spokane 
beginning about 1950.115 Modern church design proliferated in the 1950s as well, and 
included the design of the Highland Park United Methodist Church. 

A windshield survey of Spokane churches by Washington State Architectural Historian 
Michael Houser identified eleven churches in Spokane that were constructed in the 
1940s, including six by architects Whitehouse & Price, who were known for their church 
design, including St. John’s Cathedral, which is a Gothic Revival church. Three were 
designed in the late 1940s by Funk, Molander & Johnson, with whom Frank Toribara 
collaborated on occasion. The latter included the lauded 1946 Salem Lutheran Church.  

The survey identified 30 churches built in Spokane in the 1950s, in a variety of styles and 
by a variety of architects, but included seven churches by Eddy, Carlson & James. Most 
are in the inner suburbs and are modern in style, but only a few could be considered high 
style in design. Another 22 churches were identified as being constructed in the 1960s, 
including the 1968 Holy Names Convent by Walker, McGough, Foltz & Lyeria, which 
won a national AIA award. The 1959 vaulted Westview Congregational Church by 
Warren Heylman is notable as well. 

Architects of the era also adopted other tenets of modernism, such as the use of natural 
materials and the expression of structure, which could be particularly dramatic on church 
interiors.116  Belluschi’s St. Thomas More Church in Portland, as originally built in 1948, 
is a case in point, with its wood interiors and modern stained glass. The Highland Park 
United Methodist Church is an excellent example of a very expressive modern structure, 
evidenced on both its interiors and exterior. 

A-frames, such as seen in the Highland Park United Methodist Church, were a popular
modern church form. Belluschi’s Church of the Redeemer (Baltimore, MD, 1954-58) is
considered one of his finest churches.117 Another lauded and widely imitated A-frame

115 Richard Neutra’s International Style house for Dr. Frederick Fischer house was constructed in 1951. 
Note that Edwin J. Peterson designed some early modern houses, sometimes seen as “Modernistic.” One of 
these houses was the Better Housing Committee Model Home, constructed in 1940. Peterson had actually 
been awarded the commission as the result of a design competition, which he won first and second place, 
among a group of ten local architects. Michael Houser, “Edwin J. Peterson, 1907-1991,” Architect & 
Builder Biographies. https://dahp.wa.gov/historic-preservation/research-and-technical-preservation-
guidance/architect-biographies/bio-for-edwin-j-peterson, October 2016,  accessed October 2022. 
116 Susan Dinkelspiel Cerny,  Editor, An Architectural Guidebook to San Francisco and the Bay Area. Salt 
Lake City, UT: Gibbs Smith, Publisher, 2007:509. 
117 Meredith L. Clausen, Spiritual Space, The Religious Architecture of Pietro Belluschi. Seattle, WA: 
University of Washington Press, 1992:94. 

https://dahp.wa.gov/historic-preservation/research-and-technical-preservation-guidance/architect-biographies/bio-for-edwin-j-peterson
https://dahp.wa.gov/historic-preservation/research-and-technical-preservation-guidance/architect-biographies/bio-for-edwin-j-peterson


Spokane City/County Register of Historic Places Nomination Continuation Sheet 
Highland Park United Methodist Church Section 8     Page 25 

church is Frank Lloyd Wright’s First Unitarian Society Meeting House (Shorewood Hills, 
WI, 1947). Seattle architect Paul Thiry, who is generally credited with introducing 
European Modernist design to the Seattle area118 and was known in part for his 
ecclesiastical buildings, said this of A-frame churches: “Isn’t all this exactly what the 
church builder has been looking for all the ages past – greater span, height, lightness, 
openness, acoustical control, ease of construction, simple methods?”119 A good (and 
unusual) example of an A-frame church in Spokane is the Lincoln Heights 
Congregational Church, designed by Douglas Durkoop and built in 1957.120 

As early as 1944, Dr. John Scotford of New York spoke in Spokane at the 
Congregational Christian Conference, held in Hillyard, and attended by approximately 
200 Washingtonians. While much of Dr. Scotford’s address spoke to the interior design 
of churches and liturgical music, he declared that church design was going to change 
after World War II: “Revolutionary changes in church architecture will become apparent 
after the war. . . .” , meaning that less focus would be placed on the minister the internal 
church design would be more informal in character. He noted that the Congregational 
Churches in the U.S. would be distributing $6,000,000 after the war to design new 
churches.121  

118 Meredith L. Clauson, “Paul Thiry” in Shaping Seattle Architecture, A Historical Guide to the Architects, 
Jeffrey Karl Ochsner, editor. Seattle, WA: University of  Washington Press, 2014:290. 
119 Paul Thiry, quoted in Esley Hamilton and Catie Myers, Mid-Century Modern Church Survey, Religious 
Structures 1940-1970 in St. Louis County. 2009-2010:7. 
120 Michael Houser, “Modern Architecture, Spokane at the Leading Edge” (power point presentation). 
Olympia, WA: Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, (no date). 
121 Ibid. Thiry was also the author of Churches and Temples with R. Bennett and H. Kamphoefner, 
considered a major work on modern religious architecture in 1953. Clauson, Meredith L., Paul Thiry in 
Shaping Seattle Architecture, A Historical Guide to the Architects, Jeffrey Karl Ochsner, editor. Seattle, 
WA: University of  Washington Press, 2014:291. 
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Church of the Redeemer (Baltimore, MD) 

First Unitarian Society Meeting House (Sherman Hills, WI) 

     Photo by Mark Hertzberg 

As described by architectural historian Dave Weinstein, “. .. . since the conclusion of 
World War II, architects globally were arguing that new churches must have a new style 
to reflect current needs and functions, new ways of worshipping, and new ways of 
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understanding God.”122 Architectural historian Gretchen Buggeln notes, “Form was . . . a 
critical marker of modernism; clean and bold lines were better than fussy profiles that 
hankered after the past.”123 Belluschi himself wrote, “In approaching the problem of 
designing religious buildings, the contemporary architect is confronted by the difficult 
problem of creating form[s] appropriate to a modern society without destroying the 
past.”124  

Buggeln, in her book, The Suburban Church, Modernism and Community in Postwar 
America, notes that by the 1950s, most churches in the U.S. were built in one of two 
styles, the traditional “Colonial” church or the “contemporary” church, which she defines 
as a church in new forms, with new materials, and without extensive ornament: “Many 
church leaders and architects were increasingly certain . . .that contemporary – and only 
contemporary – was the appropriate architecture for the postwar church.”125 It was felt 
that the new modern churches should reflect contemporary life and culture.126  

After World War II congregations flourished and invested in their churches.127 In 1953, 
thirty million people lived in the suburbs in the U.S., and by 1959, it was anticipated that 
$950 million would have been spent since World War II on new church buildings.128 
“Never before or since has so much concerted energy been directed toward American 
church design.”129 

122 Dave Weinstein, “When God Went Mod,” The Eichler Network, https: 
https://www.eichlernetwork.com/article/when-god-went-mod, accessed October 2022. 
123 Gretchen Buggeln, The Suburban Church, Modernism and Community in Postwar America. 
Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press, 2015:xxiv. 
124 Meredith L. Clausen, Spiritual Space, The Religious Architecture of Pietro Belluschi. Seattle, WA: 
University of Washington Press, 1992:189. 
125 Buggeln, 2015:XV. 
126 Ibid. 
127 Buggeln, 2015:xiii. 
128 Buggeln, 2015:xxii. 
129 Buggeln, 2015:1. 

https://www.eichlernetwork.com/article/when-god-went-mod
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Lincoln Heights Congregational Church (Spokane, WA) 

Modern Church Design in Spokane 

Spokane’s venerable architectural firm of Whitehouse & Price were very prolific 
designers of churches in Spokane and environs in the 1940s.130 It would not be until the 
1950s, however, that a wide variety of architects began designing modern churches in a 
range of vocabularies. Salem Lutheran Church by Swedish architect Edwin J. Peterson 
was startlingly modern in design. Its construction was precipitated by a fire in 1949, 
which burned some of the church plant. Redesigning and rebuilding the church resumed 
in 1950.131 It was published in the national magazine Architectural Record, in December 

130 See for example, “Harold C. Whitehouse Ecclesiastical Architecture,” EWU Digital  Commons, 
https:dc.ewu.edu, accessed October 2022. Whitehouse & Price designed over 2,400 churches and other 
buildings in the course of their long career together.  
131 Peterson also designed the Ritzville Methodist Church in 1950. 



https://dahp.wa.gov/historic-preservation/research-and-technical-preservation-guidance/architect-biographies/bio-for-edwin-j-peterson
https://dahp.wa.gov/historic-preservation/research-and-technical-preservation-guidance/architect-biographies/bio-for-edwin-j-peterson
https://www.historicspokane.org/HeritageTours/modern/tour/tour.html
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