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| Big Steps in Green Filming

BY LIMDSEY JOHNSON,
WASHINGTOM STATE FILM OFFICE

While “Little
Miss Sunshine”
was winning the
hearts  of the
winld and pick-
g up Oscars, it
ake aspired to
win  acoolades
from environmentalists—oot by
informing: about global warming,
but by making efforts to use green
‘practices during production.

The Washington State Film
Office, located in the state
Bepartment  of  Community
Trade and Economic Develop-
ment, is developing a program
that encourages green filming
while on location in Washington
State. In a step roward doing so
they have officially partnered
with the Environmental Media
Assoctation (EMAL

The Environmental Media
Assoeiation mobilizes the enter-
tainment industry in a global
effort to educate people about

environmental issues and inspire
them into action. EMA was
created in 1939 as a nod-profit
501{ci3 with the simple but
powerful notion that through
television and film, the entie
entertainment community could
influsnce the environmental
awareness of millions of people.
Last year, Al Goee’s “An Incon-
venient Truth™ won an EMA
Award for Best Docwmentary,

EMA has a Grego Seal dward
prograny that recopnizes produc-
tions’ environmentally conscious
efforts regarding set copstruc-
tion, energy wsage, resource
conservation, and mecycling. To
qualify for this award, produc-
tioas must implement as many of
EMASs  Checklistd  “preen”
choices as they can, such as:

¢ Buying recyoled content
office products

» Lking Energy Star compact
Huorescent light bulbe and equip-
ment.

# Recycling everything possible.

* Heducing waste and reducing

the use of petrolenm-based prod-
wets such as disposable plastics
and Styrofosm.

As long as 2 production is
clearly paving its way toward
environmental  stewardship,
EMA will ackonowledge thei
participation.

EMA hosts an Annual Envi-
ronmental Medin Awards show
where their Groen Seal Awards
honor entertainment series and
filmi productions” efforts to be
more “green” behind-the-scenes,
in addinon to honoring film and
television peoductions  that
include  an  environmental
message. Past winners of the
award include feature films
*Lietle Mliss Sunshine,” *Garden
State,” and *Poseidon,” and tele-
vision series “Days of Our Lives”
and My Name is Barl”

The Washington Srate Film
Office is the first state o foom an
official partnership with EMA. The
partnership airos to promate the
EMA Green Sealrequirements asa
goal for on-lecation filming in
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Washington, with the film office
providing co-the-ground resources
and tools. The hope s for Wash-
ington State to be a modsl for
eon-Jocation preen flening thar rcher
states can follow

*We're excited abour providing
green Hlming leadership in Wash-
meron,”  said  Swry Kellett,
manager of the Washingeton State
Filen Office. W particabarly want
o educate our hocal independent
filmmakers on the benefits that
winners of a Green Seal Award
receive, including  recognition,
pm}kmty and nerworking oppor-
munities thar might not otherwise
creas theie path.”

“The Envieonmental Media
Association is thrilled to be pat-
neving with the Washington State
Film Office in thelr efforts to
erbrace the EMA Green Seal Stan-
dards,” said Debbie Levin, EMA
president, *We ook to them as
leadders in what we hope to be an
industry-wide seandand in environ-
mentally consciows flmmaking”

gadkinued on page 48
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BIG STEPS, continued trom page 43

The Washington State Film
Office is working with the
Mayor’s Office of Film and
Mlugic in Seattle to make green
filming in Seartle easy and bene-
fictal for all.

Jamies Keblas, divecror of the
Mayor’s Office of Film and Music
said, “We are actively develuping
inceittives encowraging filn produe-
tioms to go green It is in everyone
inpterests.”

The only other state to set up
g preen fimmaking program is
Mew Mexico, Their program iy
also voluntary, and is designed ro
educate ‘filmmakers about the
use and avatlabilicy of “green™
alternative  materials and 1o
efcowrage  énvironmentally
responsible practices im the
production office and on st

“We have been extremely
pleased with the number of
producticns that have recognized
the Importance of this program
and made the extra effort to do
their part,” comimented Jenmnifer
Schwalenberg, depury divecrer
af the Mew Mexioo Film Office.

The rveason green  filming

programs are such a geeat step
forward i that film by its nature
can be verywasteful. For example:

* Countless soript revisions
require emoImOUs amounts of
paper.

» Temporary sets aee built,
then torn down and trashed.

= Carering uses Styrofoam
plates and plastic utensils, creat-
0 BXCESS waste,

* Multiple vans idle when
taking casticrew between base
edmp and set.

* Ceperators ton for hours,
releasing tons of carbon.

* Hundreds of water bottles
are thrown away, instead of
being reused.

# Private airplanes are char-
tered by executives and stars

Although many productions
are interested in the idea of preen
filming, there are many chal-
lenges to address before drastic
change can be mads,

Tirne s meney. Every production
minpte that passes by is money
draining from the budger. Asking
productions o spend a lrtle mors
time to do things differently is not
nsually a welcome option.

Doitng things the green way

can cost more. Some studio
plctures  state that they are
*tarbon neutral.” This essen
tially means that they caloulate
how much carbor their produc-
thon releasss into the air, and then
pay to have trees planted 1o offset
their “carbion footprine.”

Studios such oz Warner Bros
mray-have the money to plant trees,
but mest picrurss that come o
Washington are 350,000 to $3
mitlion independent productions
thar don's have g dollar vo spare, et
albone 15,000 of them to plant trees,

However, moost green filming
options don’t require extra time;
they just replace what would be
done with 2 slightly different
action; and a better conscience,

That is why the foous of the
Washinpron State Film Office
and EMA i propress, cresting
aew habits, and edication.

The film office hazs developed
a *Go Green!” film guide that
lists envieonmeatally friendly
vendors and offers sugpestions on
how 1o achieve the green flming
goals. The film office is also
avatlable to help reseawch any
vendeor or service needed.

The EMA Green Seal checldist
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and Washington State® “Ce
Greent” film guide belp produc-
tiens take steps oward using preen
practices while on location in
Washington. This js net an all or
nothing program—it is an anything
is better than nothing propram.

The future is bright for green
filming. This is cnly the begin-
ning, Like any new hablt, it is
awhward at fist, but it will soon
become a part of life, with no
memory of how or why it was
done-any other way, This is the
hope of the Washington State
Film Office—that green film-
making in Washingron State will
becume a habit.

The film office is excited about
its leadership in encotwaging on-
location green filmmaking in
Washington State, and they
believe every person and every
department of a production can,
with a Hetle help and offorr, leave
a lighter footprint on the earth,

For moee Information on Washington's Green
Flirning progeam contact Lindsey Johson o
Buzy Kellett st the Washiiglen Siate Film
Dfice at 206-258-5151. Fre o nformation
ot Envipopmental Mediz Azsociation go to
wramsma-anlioeaeg.

Actors thronghout the Pacific Northwest » Voice talent from ground the world
Search our actor database www.biglishnw.com
Search our voice talent wyww.thebiglishvoicecompany.com
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