Section 17F.020.080 Requirements during Construction

International Fire Code chapter 2433, Fire Safety During Construction and Demolition ef-a-Building,
requires approval of safety precautions during construction. These precautions shall include the
following for mixed-use residential buildings being constructed in accordance with the provisions of
this title:

A. To minimize the size of fire and control radiant heat that could threaten buildings in close
proximity:
1. assure that apparatus set-up areas are available to direct master streams on

exposures in the event of a fire. Access to all exterior exposures shall not exceed
one hundred fifty feet from the fire truck setup locations;

2. activate sprinklers as soon as practical.

B. To control fire spread to other buildings, horizontal openings within twenty feet of other
buildings will be provided with a minimum of three-quarter-inch plywood; these openings may
remain open during work hours, but are required to be closed after hours. Care shall be
taken to use appropriate materials and/or weather protection considering the stage of
exposure to the weather.

Section 17F.030.010 Adoption of Standard Codes

A. Boiler and pressure vessels installed within the city of Spokane shall comply with Sections I,
Il (Parts A, B, C and D), IV, V, VI, VII, VIII Divisions 1, 2, 3, IX, X, XIl and PVHO-1 of the
ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code, current edition, together with the addenda thereto.
Boilers and pressure vessels shall comply with the editions of the code in effect at the time
the equipment was manufactured. (Reference WAC 296-104-200).

B. The National Board Inspection Code, 2031 2015 Edition, with current addenda applies to the
alteration, inspection and repair of boilers, unfired pressure vessels and appurtenances in
the city.

C. NFPA 85 Boiler and Combustion Systems Hazards Code current edition (for use with boilers
with fuel input ratings of twelve million five hundred thousand BTU per hour or greater.
(Reference WAC 296-104-200)

D. These codes as modified by the additions, deletions and amendments set forth in this
chapter, are the boiler and pressure vessel code of the City.

E. The basis for SMC 17F.030 is WAC 296-104 with the exclusion of the unique administrative
and fee items unique to Washington State inspectors and their inspection process.

Section 17F.040.010 Adoption of Building Codes and Related Washington State Codes

A. There is adopted the Washington State Building Code (chapter 19.27 RCW and chapter
19.27A RCW) as modified by chapter 51-50 WAC. Specifically, the code includes the:
1. International Building Code (IBC), 28612 2015 Edition, as published by the
International Code Council, including Washington State amendments, ICC/ANSI

A117.1-2003 2009, and appendices-C-E-G,J-and the 2042 2015 International
Existing Building Code;
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2. International Residential Code, 2612 2015 Edition (except Part IV — Energy
Efficiency, Part VIl — Plumbing, and Part VIII — Electrical) as published by the
International Code Council, and chapter 51-51 WAC,;

3. International Energy Conservation Code, 2032 2015 Edition, chapter 51-11C and 51-
11R WAC.

B. The codes, standards, and regulations adopted in subsection (A) of this section, as amended
by this chapter, constitute the building code of the City of Spokane.

Section 17F.040.030 Historic Buildings

In order for a building to be considered historic under {BC-Seection-3407 |IEBC Section 202, the
landmarks commission must have placed the building on the Spokane Register of Historic Places.
Other buildings, even though on state or federal registers, do not qualify.

Section 17F.040.040 Affordable Housing

“Affordable housing” is defined as housing that has a rental rate at or below thirty percent of fifty
percent of area median income adjusted for family size, and which is committed to such rental rate
for a period of at least ten years by means of a recorded regulatory agreement between the owner(s)
and the City, enforceable by the occupants of the housing.
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Section 17F.040.105 Design Criteria

Table R301.2(1) is modified as follows to identify the design criteria associated with our geographical

area:
TABLE R301.2(2)
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Section 17F.040.130 Special Skywalk Provisions

The special provisions of this section apply to the skywalk system.

A. Definitions.

1. “Skywalk area” is those areas within a building through which pedestrians may
pass when en route from any skywalk bridge or vertical circulation point to
another skywalk bridge or vertical circulation point.

a. On single-tenant floors this includes the entire floor.

b. On multi-tenant floors this includes all areas which are not separated from
the pedestrian routes by walls, doors, windows, chain gates, rolling grilles
or other devices.

2. “Skywalk bridge” is any elevated bridge-like structure connecting two buildings
and primarily designed for pedestrian use.

3. “Skywalk system” is the entirety of the central business district interconnecting
above the street-level pedestrian circulation system.

B. Required Separations.

1. Required building separations must be in accordance with IBC Section 3021
707. Openings for the purpose of interconnecting the skywalk areas of buildings
may occur so long as they be protected as required by IBC Section 3624211
707 for area separation walls. The protection may be provided by any labeled fire
door assembly of the proper rating.

2. Exceptions:

a. Protection of openings in walls between buildings of like construction
types need not be provided if the buildings are sprinklered on the floors
upon which the openings occur.

b. Protection of openings in walls between buildings of unlike construction
types may be reduced from the required three-hour rating to a two-hour
rating and from a one-and-one-half-hour rating to a one-hour rating if the
buildings are sprinklered on the floors upon which the openings occur.

C. Exits.
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1.

2.

Each building connected to the skywalk system by opening(s) or skywalk
bridge(s) must have exits as required by the IBC.
Exceptions:
After business hours skywalk areas and tenant areas within a building may be
closed off from each other or the rest of the building by security devices, but:
a. Skywalk areas must be served by at least one exit at all times, and
b. Tenant spaces must be served by at least one exit at all times. This exit
may be into the skywalk area, but openings with closures other than leaf-
type doors are not considered as exits after business hours. Proper
separation of exits must be maintained in cases where two exits are
required.

D. Corridors.

1.

2.

3.

Skywalk areas within buildings are treated as corridors subject to the
requirements of IBC Section 1618 1020.
Exceptions:

a. When thirty feet or more in width, such areas are not treated as corridors.

b. When the skywalk area is fully sprinklered and smoke alarms are
installed, the corridor walls may be of noncombustible construction
instead of one-hour construction so long as sprinklers are installed on
both sides of the corridor wall. Openings in the wall must be equipped with
self-closing or automatic-closing (IBC Section 716) doors with gaskets in
the frames. Only openings glazed with safety glazing or wire glass are
permitted but there is no limit on the amount of glazing.

c. When the skywalk areas and the tenant space opening onto it are both
fully sprinklered and smoke alarms are installed, no corridor walls or doors
are required. If walls are provided, they must be of noncombustible
construction.

In no case are partitions, rails, counters and similar space dividers construed to
form corridor walls.

Section 17F.070.010 In General

A. Generally, this title does not apply retroactively so as to require owners of buildings to
replace, alter, or retrofit portions of buildings or systems within buildings to comply fully
with the current code standards. As stated in the International Building Code Seection
3403, the Washington State Amendments, and the International Existing Building Code,
only new work of addition, alteration, repair, and new installations need comply with the
current codes so long as:

C.

1.
2.

4.

the work complied with the codes in effect at the time;

the building, equipment, and devices have been maintained in a safe and sanitary
condition;

there is no change in use, occupancy, or load as would violate the current codes;
and

the building or premises or part thereof has not become dangerous.

Conversely, every owner and occupant of premises is under a continuous obligation to
prevent the property from becoming a nuisance and to maintain property in a reasonably
safe condition.

It is the purpose of this chapter, therefore, to:
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D.

1. specify the minimum maintenance and rehabilitation standards for all buildings
and properties necessary to prevent blight and such environmental degradation
as would jeopardize the health and safety of occupants and the community, as
authorized by chapter 35.80 RCW and the general police power of the City; and

2. adopt specific retroactive requirements necessary to provide reasonable safety to
the occupants of buildings, which present special hazards; namely, apartment
and hotel buildings over two stories in height.

It is further the policy of the City to put vacant buildings to use, especially residences, by
encouraging the rehabilitation of usable structures and to demolish those that are beyond
repair so that new development can occur.

Section 17F.070.250 Light and Ventilation Requirements

IBC subsection 32034 1203.5 provides for natural ventilation and subsection 1205 applies to all
existing buildings except that the building official may approve artificial light, in lieu of natural light, in
guestrooms, dormitories, and other habitable rooms.

Section 17F.070.260 Sanitation Requirements

In addition to IBC subsection 2902.1 and Washington State Amendments Table 2902.1 and-section

29031

A.

B.

splash backs and drain boards must have an impervious surface;

every plumbing fixture must be connected to either a public sanitary sewer system or an
approved private sewage disposal system;

all plumbing fixtures must be connected to an approved water supply system and must be
provided with hot and cold water, except that water closets need have only cold water;

all plumbing fixtures must be of glazed earthenware or other similar approved
nonabsorbent material and must be installed in accordance with the plumbing code;

all sanitary facilities must be installed and maintained in a safe and sanitary condition.

Section 17F.070.300 Fire Alarm Systems
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Every existing apartment and hotel building over two stories in height must have an approved Type
2A alarm system, as provided in IFC Section Chart #8907, and such system must be maintained as
provided in SMC 17F.080.250.

Section 17F.090.010 Adoption of International Mechanical Code

A- The International Mechanical Code (IMC) and the International Fuel Gas Code (IFGC), 2012
2015 Editions, published by the International Code Council, as modified by chapter 51-52
WAC and the additions, deletions, and amendments set forth in this chapter, are the
mechanical code of the City.

Section 17F.100.010 Adoption of Uniform Plumbing Code

A. The Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC), 2012 2015 Edition, and related standards published
by the International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials, as modified by
chapter 51-56 WAC and the additions, deletions, and amendments set forth in this
chapter, is the plumbing code of the City.

B. Portions of the UPC not adopted are:
1. Chapters 12 and 15;
2. Combustion air and venting of appliances in Chapter 5; and
3. Portions of the Code addressing building sewers.

C. Appendices A, B, and | of the UPC are adopted as part of the code.
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