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 Outline 
◦ Introduction 
◦Consortium Members 
◦Site selection trends 
◦Site purpose 
◦Site functions 



 SelectSpokane.com 
◦ Is an interactive Geographic Information System (GIS) mapping program 

that provides enhanced economic development and site selection services 
to the business community 

◦ Allows users to search for available commercial buildings and sites as well 
as generate site-specific demographic and business analysis reports 

◦ Speeds up and simplifies the process of finding the optimal location for a 
business by providing public access to a range of valuable information 

 SelectSpokane.com allows citizens and businesses access to available 
commercial properties, business locations, land based GIS information, 
and demographic and market information. The site leverages the 
community's existing investments in GIS to foster economic 
development, empower developers and investors with information, and 
improve regional economic development capacity. 



Spokane Regional Site Selector 
Consortium Members 
Administrator  

o Eastern Washington University  
    Urban Planning and Public Administration 

Funding Members 
o City of Spokane 
o City of Spokane Valley 
o City of Liberty Lake 
o City of Cheney 
o Spokane County 
o Avista Corporation 
o Greater Spokane Inc.  

Real Estate Data Providers 
o Spokane Area Commercial Real Estate Brokers 



  

  

  

WHY? 



Trends discussed 
in study of the 
behavior of site 
selection 
professionals 



750,000 businesses need 
new facilities each year 





Most valuable 
site features 

Source: Ubalde, & Simundza 2012 



Select Spokane 
site features 



 This site benefits 
◦ Professional Site Selectors 
◦ Commercial Realtors 
◦ Economic development organizations 
◦ Greater Spokane Incorporated and similar 

◦ Grant Writers 
◦ Public and private 

◦ Education and research 
◦ The region 
◦ With this site we are in the game 

  



Site functional overview 



 New in version 3.0 
◦ Improved ease of use 
◦ Improved reporting 
◦ Improved analytical functionality 
◦ Improved links to social media 
◦ Commercial properties in incentive areas are now 

searchable by incentive area 

  



Desktop and mobile 



Major components 
 



 Commercial Real Estate Data 
◦ Currently (05 February 2015) 1285 listings on site 
◦ Entered two ways: 

◦ Upload via agreement with Commercial Brokers Assoc. (CBA) 
◦ Broker self-entry 

◦ How are the Commercial Real Estate listings maintained?  
◦ Weekly CBA update 
◦ Brokers (reminders for old listings) 

◦ Why aren’t all Commercial Real Estate listings on the site?         
◦ Commercial realtors decide what’s posted and what’s not 

  



 Local geospatial layers 
◦ Airports 
◦ Public school attendance zones 
◦ Universities and trade schools 
◦ Water and Sewer lines 
◦ Incentive zones and special districts 
◦ Municipal boundaries 
◦ Water and Fire districts 
◦ Local aerial imagery (orthographic and oblique) 
◦ Parcels 
◦ Bus and rail routes 
◦ Zoning 

  



 Search 
property by 
attribute 
  



 Search 
property by  
location: 
 MF Tax  
Exemption 
  



 Search 
property by  
location: 
 Polygon 
  



 Search 
property by  
location: 
 Pinpoint 
  



 Explore 
and 
report on 
search 
results: 
 Property 
  



 Explore 
and 
report on 
search 
results: 
 Labor 
force 
  * Note adjustable search radius 

* 



 Explore 
and 
report on 
search 
results: 
 Demo- 
graphics 



 Explore 
and 
report on 
search 
results: 
 Consumer 
spending 



 Explore  
and 
report on 
search 
results: 
 Wages 



 Explore  
and 
report on 
search 
results: 
 Business 
 general 



 Explore  
and 
report on 
search 
results: 
 Business 
detailed 



 Explore 
and 
report on 
search 
results: 
 Housing 



 Explore 
and 
report on 
search 
results: 

 Also available for 
county & 
community  

   



 Search for 
businesses 
by name 



 Search for 
businesses 
by NAICS 
code: 
 Example: 
445110 
Grocery 



 Compare 
Communities 
 Example: 
Spokane vs 
Seattle 



 Create 
heat maps 
 Example: 
 Education 
Bachelor’s 
Degree 
 



 Export 
reports to: 
 PDF 
 Excel 
 Word 
 



Spokane’s Regional Economic 
Site Selector  

An online tool to for locating commercial property  
&  Market Information 

 



Thank you! 



Questions? 



  

   
 

  

 Ian Von Essen 
Spokane County GIS Manager  
Phone: (509) 477-6344 
ivonessen@spokanecounty.org 

 Kerry R Brooks PhD 
Associate Professor 
Planning & Public  Administration 
Eastern Washington University 
Phone: (509) 828-1230 
kbrooks@ewu.edu  

 Wendy Smith 
Economic Development Industry 
Manager 
Greater Spokane Inc. 
Phone: (509) 321-3644 
wsmith@greaterspokane.org  

  

 Boris Borisov 
City of Spokane  
Planning and Development Services 
Phone: (509) 625- 6156  
bborisov@spokanecity.org 

 Mike Basinger AICP 
Economic Development Coordinator 
City of Spokane Valley 
Phone: (509) 720-5331 
mbasinger@spokanevalley.org 

 Allen Cousins 
Senior GIS Analyst 
Avista Utilities 
Phone:  (509)495-2801 
allen.cousins@avistacorp.com 

  

Consortium Member Contacts  
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