
Ect Housing Action Subcommittee 
Thursday, March 19, 2026 

9:30 AM-11:00 AM 
Tribal Conference Room – City Hall Lobby 

Virtual meeting information below 

T I M E S   G I V E N   A R E   A N   E S T I M A T E   A N D   A R E   S U B J E C T   T O    C H A N G E 

Land Acknowledgement + Welcome 

9:30AM – 9:35AM 
9:35AM – 9:40AM 

 Land Acknowledgement
 Introductions + Announcements

Public Comment 

3 MINS. 
PER SPEAKER Members of the public are invited to speak on any topic related to the Housing Action Subcommittee 

Housing Action Subcommittee Work Session: 

9:40AM – 10:10AM 
10:10AM – 10:30AM 
10:30AM – 10:50AM 

10:50AM – 11:00AM 

“Renters’ Right to Cooling” Ordinance  
Experience Matters “Camping Ban Experience” 
RES 2026-0015 Resolution on HEART Funding Priorities for FY 2026  
2026 HEART Development Funding for Affordable Housing and Behavioral Health Facilities RFP 
2026 State Legislative Outcomes 
Barriers to Building Round Table Update 

VIRTUAL 
MEETING 
INFORMATION: 

MICROSOFT TEAMS VIRTUAL MEETING LINK: 
CLICK HERE TO JOIN THE MEETING NOW 
Meeting ID: 279 373 020 781 20  
Passcode: 4fs3w88Y  
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Join on a video conferencing device 
Tenant key: cityofspokane@m.webex.com  
Video ID: 119 734 944 3  

DIAL IN BY PHONE: 
+1 424-566-7556,,787775630# United States,
Beverly Hills 
Find a local number 
Phone conference ID: 787 775 630# 

AMERICANS WITH 
DISABILITIES ACT 
(ADA) 
INFORMATION:  

The City of Spokane is committed to providing equal access to its facilities, programs and services for persons 
with disabilities.  The Council Briefing Center in the lower level of Spokane City Hall, 808 W. Spokane Falls Blvd., is 
wheelchair accessible and also is equipped with an infrared assistive listening system for persons with hearing 
loss.  Headsets may be checked out (upon presentation of picture I.D.) through the meeting organizer. Individuals 
requesting reasonable accommodations or further information may call, write, or email Human Resources at 
509.625.6237, 808 W. Spokane Falls Blvd, Spokane, WA, 99201; or mpiccolo@spokanecity.org. Persons who are 
deaf or hard of hearing may contact Human Resources through the Washington Relay Service at 7 1 1. Please 
contact us forty-eight (48) hours before the meeting date. 

https://static.spokanecity.org/documents/chhs/funding-opportunities/chhs/2026-03-02/2026-heart-development-funding-for-affordable-housing-behavioral-health-facilities/2026-heart-development-program-rfp-2026-03-17.pdf
https://my.spokanecity.org/news/stories/2026/03/16/2026-state-legislative-outcomes/?fbclid=IwZnRzaAQnnulleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZAo2NjI4NTY4Mzc5AAEeF8QpogF-AqJAjoikBjgb6T8p39qz7AyOXUoURax9itzYYO8S-fq3Z37RUtg_aem_XDcfodO29lXIYmwDYaHwyA
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NjAxODU4Y2YtMWE5OC00ODhmLTg5MzEtMGYxNjhkMjQ1NGEw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2295fa1d6e-6a27-496e-9117-fc34d9076661%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22eec0423b-0336-4f70-817d-e7ff3e9fc055%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NjAxODU4Y2YtMWE5OC00ODhmLTg5MzEtMGYxNjhkMjQ1NGEw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2295fa1d6e-6a27-496e-9117-fc34d9076661%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22eec0423b-0336-4f70-817d-e7ff3e9fc055%22%7d
tel:+14245667556,,787775630
https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/bed3ccfa-9063-4b19-9e4e-035277369788?id=787775630
http://sharepoint.spokanecity.org/
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DRAFT  

3/3/26 

This draft ordinance was created by the Gonzaga Environmental & Climate Law Clinic 
and the Gonzaga Institute for Climate, Water, and the Environment. It is based on the bill 
introduced in the Oregon State Senate (SB54). Refer to “Local Cooling Requirements to 
Protect Individuals from the Health Effects of Extreme Heat in Living Spaces” for a recent 
survey of jurisdictions that have provided similar protections. Refer also to the talking 
points provided by the Climate Institute. 

 

Questions or comments can be directed to ClimateInstitute@gonzaga.edu.  

 

ORDINANCE NO ___________ 

 

An Ordinance creating a condition of habitability for residential tenants and 
requiring that cooling be provided by January 1, 2031; amending section 10.57.140, 
enacting a new section 10.57.175 of Chapter 10.57 and repealing Section 10.57.170 of 
the Spokane Municipal Code.  

WHEREAS, according to the memorandum “Spokane Climate Impacts and 
Climate Justice,” average annual temperatures in Spokane have increased by 2ºF since 
1950 and peak August temperatures have risen 3.5ºF since 1979; and  

WHEREAS, according to the same memorandum, summer temperatures are 
projected to increase by another 3.6ºF by 2049; and 

WHEREAS, according to the 2023 report “In the Hot Seat” by the University of 
Washington Climate Impacts Group, Washington state is expected to see an increase in 
extreme heat days, a projected average of 20-30 extreme heat days annually by the 
2050s compared to the average of three extreme heat days per year between 1971 and 
2021; and 

WHEREAS, extreme heat can cause illness and death; and  

WHEREAS, the 2021 Northwest Heat Dome resulted in at least 19 heat-related 
deaths and over 300 people seeking medical treatment for heat related illness in Spokane 
County; and 

WHEREAS, extreme heat is the number one weather-related cause of death in the 
U.S., killing more people most years than hurricanes, floods, and tornadoes combined; 
and  

https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/local-cooling-requirements-to-protect-individuals-from-the-health-effects-of-extreme-heat-in-living-spaces/
https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/local-cooling-requirements-to-protect-individuals-from-the-health-effects-of-extreme-heat-in-living-spaces/
mailto:ClimateInstitute@gonzaga.edu
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WHEREAS, poor outdoor air quality due to wildfire smoke often prevents residents 
from safely opening windows for cooling, making indoor cooling essential to maintaining 
the health and safety of Spokane residents; and 

WHEREAS, establishing performance-based cooling requirements ensures that 
all landlords operate under fair and consistent habitability standards; and  

WHEREAS, according to Spokane’s “Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment” 
the elderly and youth are particularly vulnerable to health impacts resulting from extreme 
heat; and 

WHEREAS, RCW 59.18.0160 requires a residential landlord to “keep the premises 
fit for human habitation”; and  

WHEREAS, just as heating is an essential service to maintain habitability in the 
winter months, cooling is an essential service to maintain habitability in the summer 
months. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City of Spokane does ordain:  

 Section 1.  Chapter 10.57.140 is amended to read as follows: 

Section 10.57.140 Private Right of Action 

A. Any person or class of persons who claim to have been injured by a violation of 
sections 10.57.020(H), 10.57.110, 10.57.120, 10.57.130, 10.57.160, ((10.57.170)) 
10.57.175, or 10.57.180 may commence a civil action in Superior Court, not later than 
three (3) years after the occurrence of the alleged violation to obtain relief with respect 
to such violation. Upon prevailing, such aggrieved person may be awarded reasonable 
attorneys’ fees and costs, and such other legal and equitable relief as appropriate to 
remedy the violation including, without limitation, the payment of compensatory 
damages, a penalty of up to $500, and injunctive relief. 

B. If a landlord fails to comply with the requirements of sections 10.57.020(H), 10.57.110, 
10.57.120, 10.57.130, 10.57.160, ((10.57.170)) 10.57.175, or 10.57.180. and such 
failure was not caused by the tenant, the tenant may terminate the rental agreement 
by written notice pursuant to law. 

 

 Section 2. Chapter 10.57.170 entitled “Portable Cooling Devices” is repealed.  

 

Section 3. There is enacted a new section 10.57.175 of the Spokane Municipal 
Code to read as follows:  

Section 10.57.175 Cooling and Tenancy Habitability 
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A. The definitions in section 10.57.005 apply to the terms this section unless a different 
meaning is provided in this section.  In addition, for purposes of this section, the 
following terms are defined: 

1. “Cooling” means central air conditioning, an air-source or ground-source heat 
pump, passive cooling design and techniques, or a portable air conditioning device 
that is provided by the landlord, capable of cooling and maintaining an indoor 
temperature in each bedroom of the dwelling that does not exceed 80 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

2. “Indoor temperature” means the ambient temperature of indoor bedroom spaces 
as measured at a point three feet from above the floor and two feet from exterior 
walls. 

3. “Portable cooling device” means an air conditioner or evaporative cooler, including 
a device mounted in a window or that is designed to sit on the floor, but not 
including a device whose installation or use requires alteration to the dwelling unit. 

B. A landlord may not prohibit or restrict a tenant from installing or using a portable 
cooling device of the tenant’s choosing, unless: 

1. The dwelling already has a permanently installed and fully operational heat 
pump that can maintain adequate cooling in each bedroom of the dwelling unit, 
or 

2. The installation or use of the device would: 

a. Violate building codes or state or federal law; 

b. Violate the device manufacturer's written safety guidelines for the device; 

c. Significantly damages the premises beyond the normal wear and tear or 
render the premises uninhabitable; or 

d. If the device would be installed in a window, and: 
i. The window is a necessary egress from the dwelling unit; 

ii. The device would interfere with the tenant’s ability to lock a 
window that is accessible from outside; 

iii. The device requires the use of brackets or other hardware that 
would damage or void the warranty of the window or frame, 
puncture the envelope of the building or otherwise cause 
significant damages; 

iv. The restrictions require that the device be adequately drained to 
prevent damage to the dwelling unit or building; or 

v. The restrictions require that the device be installed in a manner 
that prevents risk of falling; or 
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vi. Require an electrical supply to power the device that cannot be 
accommodated by the existing power service to the building, 
dwelling unit, or circuit. 

e. In addition to the requirements in subsection (b)(1) of this section, the 
landlord may also require that the portable cooling device be: 

I. Installed or removed by the landlord or landlord’s agent; or 

II. Subject to inspection or servicing by the landlord or landlord’s 
agent.  A landlord must provide at least 48 hours’ notice prior to 
any inspection 

f. A landlord is not liable for any interruption in electrical service resulting 
from the installation of a portable cooling device installed by a tenant, 
including interruptions caused by an electrical supply's inability to 
accommodate use of a portable cooling device 

D. Effective January 1, 2031, every dwelling unit governed by this chapter shall have 
adequate cooling in each bedroom of the dwelling unit.  A dwelling unit without 
adequate cooling shall be deemed uninhabitable. 

E. Effective January 1, 2031, if, a dwelling or bedroom is inhabitable under this section, 
a tenant may provide a written notice of the defect given to the landlord pursuant to 
RCW 59.18.070.  For purposes of this section, a lack of adequate cooling shall 
constitute a defective condition that is imminently hazardous to life under RCW 
59.18.070(1).  If, after receipt of written notice and expiration of the applicable period 
of time set forth in RCW 59.18.070(1), the landlord fails to remedy the defective 
condition, the tenant may   

1. Terminate the rental agreement and quit the premises upon written notice to the 
landlord without further obligation under the rental agreement, in which case the 
tenant shall be (a) discharged from payment of rent for any period following the 
termination date, and (b) entitled to a pro rata refund of any prepaid rent, and (c) 
shall receive a full and specific statement of the basis for retaining any of the 
deposit together with any refund due in accordance with RCW 59.18.280; and 

2. May pursue any other remedies set forth in this chapter or state law; and 

3. May install a cooling device(s) and deduct the cost from their normal rent through 
the process outlined in RCW 59.18.100. 

 

F. After the effective date of this ordinance, and notwithstanding the provisions of 
subsection B(2)(a)–(c) above, a tenant may install and deduct the cost of portable 
cooling devices from normal rent if their dwelling unit reaches an ambient indoor 
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temperature at or exceeding 90 degrees Fahrenheit, and the tenant provides 24 hours 
of notice. 

G. A landlord of any dwelling for which building permits for its construction were issued on 
or after January 1, 2027], shall provide cooling via adequate cooling methods or facilities 
that: 

1. Provide cooling in each bedroom of the dwelling unit; 

2. Conform to applicable law at the time of installation and are maintained in good 
working order; and 

3. May include central air conditioning, an air-source or ground-source heat pump, 
passive cooling design and techniques, a portable air conditioning device 
capable of filtering PM2.5 smoke particles that is provided by the landlord or other 
devices or methods that can maintain a temperature that does not exceed 80 
degrees Fahrenheit. 

I. A landlord is immune from liability for any claim for damages, injury or death caused by 
a portable cooling device installed by the tenant.  

J. A landlord who must limit or restrict the installation of portable cooling devices for a 
building shall prioritize allowing the use of devices for individuals who require a device 
to accommodate a disability.  

K. All new leases signed after the effective date of this ordinance shall notify tenants of 
their rights, responsibilities, and restrictions related to installation and operation of a 
portable cooling device.  

L. Nothing in this ordinance shall be construed to limit the responsibilities of landlords to 
provide reasonable accommodations under existing state and federal law.  

M. Inspections of residential rental property will include inspection to ensure adequate 
cooling is provided.  A landlord that fails to comply with the provision of cooling 
consistent with this chapter may be denied licensure consistent with SMC 10.57.020. 

Section 4. Severability. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or 
word of this ordinance should be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of 
competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality thereof shall not affect the 
validity or constitutionality of any other section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or 
word of this ordinance. 
 

Section 5. Clerical Errors. Upon approval by the city attorney, the city clerk is 
authorized to make necessary corrections to this ordinance, including scrivener’s errors 
or clerical mistakes; references to other local, state, or federal laws, rules, or regulations; 
or numbering or referencing of ordinances or their sections and subsections. 
 

PASSED by the City Council on                                        
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       Council President 
 
 
Attest:       Approved as to form: 
 
              
City Clerk      City Attorney 
 
 
              
Mayor       Date 
 
              
       Effective Date 

 

 

 



Camping Ban Experience
the Camping Ban Impact Portal to capture

real-time impacts of enforcement on
individuals and communities. 

If you or someone you know would like to
share a story, we welcome and honor those

voices. Use the the QR Code Below

Story telling workshops and quarterly meetings
will be scheduled soon.



 
Camping Ban Experience Survey 

1. What has been your experience with the Camping Ban? (enforced after 27th) 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Have you had contact with the police? 

 Yes 

 No  

3. Officer’s name(s) and badge # (if you know it) 

4. Have you been issued a citation(s) for camping or staying in a vehicle (obstructing public 

property? 

 Yes, one citation 

 Yes, more than one citation 

 No 

5. If you answered more than 1, please list the number below 

__________________________________________________ 

6. When police contacted you, were there social service workers with police, or did social 

service workers connect with you before police? 

 Yes and I was offered services and declined, then the police issued a citation later 

 Yes and there were no services available, and the police issued a citation later 

 Yes, and I was offered services and declined and moved from this location 

 No and I moved from this location 

 No and I was not issued a citation 

 Other_____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

7. If other was you answer, please explain below: 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 



 
8. Do you have a disability? 

 Yes 

 No 

9. If yes on disability? Please check all that apply. 

 Physical disability 

 Mental health 

 Substance use 

 Chronic illness 

 Terminal illness 

 Developmental disability 

 Other 

10. If other was your answer, please explain below. 

11. Where were you issued the citation? Neighborhood (closest streets of landmarks if 

possible) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

12. When were you issued the citation? (time of day estimation is ok) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

13. How long have you been experiencing Homelessness ( on and of or continuously) 

 Less than a month 

 1-6 months 

 7-12 months 

 1-3 years 

 More than 3 years 

 More than 5 years 

14. Have you been evicted in the last two years? If so, who was your landlord 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

15. Did you have a housing voucher before you were evicted? 

 Yes 

 No  

16. Are there any specific challenges preventing you from accessing shelter or housing? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 



 
17. Are you connected to services or housing? (Please list) 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

18. Which of the following resources do you need the most right now? (Select all that apply) 

 Affordable housing/rental assistance 

 Food/meals 

 Health Care (Medical/Dental/Vision 

 Mental Health Services 

 Substance Abuse Treatment 

 Job Training/Employment Assistance 

 Identification (ID, Birth Certificate, Social Security Card, etc) 

 Transportation 

 Access to showers/restrooms/laundry 

 Mail service 

 Other 

19. Is there anything else you want people to know? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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rES 2026-0015  SUMMARY

all eligible uses of HEART
funding should be included in
any HEART funding Requests

for Proposals IN 2026



WILKERSON AMENDMENT SUMMARY

ADDITIONAL AFFORDABLE
HOUSING FOCUSED PRIORITIES 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
MINIMUM CAPITAL PERCENTAGE #2

#1



1.Constructing mixed-use housing

2.Constructing new units of affordable housing

3.Creating permanently affordable housing, defined as maintaining affordability for
households earning up to 60% of AMI for at least forty (40) years for rental housing
and for at least twenty-five (25) years for owner- occupied housing

4.Addressing the racial wealth gap through increasing homeownership for populations
that have historically been subject to discrimination in housing markets or housing
policy

5.Distributing attainable housing throughout the City, in a variety of neighborhoods and
in closer proximity to services such as parks and open space, schools, and grocery
stores

AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
FOCUSED PRIORITIES 



7.Projects which include anti-displacement strategies

8.Constructing or rehabilitating new units of affordable housing, that would break
ground for construction and/or be “move-in ready” within 18 months.

9.Constructing new units of affordable housing that allow for occupant
homeownership, rent-to-own leases, or cooperatively-owned multi-family
projects.

10.The provider must document a realistic and achievable capital stack strategy
that identifies prospective follow-on funding sources, including Housing Trust
Fund opportunities, and provides evidence of alignment with eligibility criteria,
application timelines, and project readiness benchmarks



30 %
SERVICES

operation
delivery

evaluation 

70 %
affordable 

housing

capital

CONSTRUCTION
ACQUISITION
OPERATIONS

MAINTENANCE

Behavioral health services

housing services

facilities with 
services



WILKERSON AMENDMENT SUMMARY

70 %
affordable 

housing

capital

CONSTRUCTION
ACQUISITION
OPERATIONS

MAINTENANCE
facilities with 

services

AFFORDABLE HOUSING MINIMUM CAPITAL PERCENTAGE 

MINIMUM OF 80% FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING
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