
 

Ect Housing Action Subcommittee 
Thursday, January 16, 2025 

9:30 AM-11:00 AM 
Tribal Conference Room – City Hall Lobby 

Virtual meeting information below  

T I M E S   G I V E N   A R E   A N   E S T I M A T E   A N D   A R E   S U B J E C T   T O    C H A N G E 

 Land Acknowledgement + Welcome 

9:30 – 9:35 
9:35 – 9:40 

Land Acknowledgement 
Introductions + Announcements  

 Public Comment 

3 min. per 
speaker Members of the public are invited to speak on any topic related to the Housing Action Subcommittee  

 Housing Action Subcommittee Work Session: 

9:40 – 10:10 
 
 

10:10 – 11:00 
 

Agenda Packet 
PG 2-14 

Concrete Rose + Reclaim Bridge Housing Proposal 
 Presentation by Breia El-Ayache  
 Council Sponsors: Navarrete and Bingle  

Updates + Brief Discussions on: 
 City of Spokane 2025 State Legislative Priorities  

o Resolution 2024-0116 Approved by Council on 12/09/2024 
o Priorities (formerly Teir 1) Infographic 
o Land Value Tax Infographic 

 Council Rule + Urban Experience Committee Changes 
 Comprehensive Plan; Consolidated Plan; 5 Year Plan to End Homelessness  
 PIT Count + Spokane Homeless Connect Resource Fair 
 City Council Homelessness Townhall Report and Draft SMC Changes Process Timeline 

 

VIRTUAL 
MEETING 
INFORMATION: 
 
 
 
 

MICROSOFT TEAMS VIRTUAL MEETING LINK: 
CLICK HERE TO JOIN THE MEETING NOW 
Meeting ID: 236 775 340 57  
Passcode: 9pZ6RU9Q  
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Join on a video conferencing device  
Tenant key: cityofspokane@m.webex.com  
Video ID: 118 231 372 6  
 

DIAL IN BY PHONE: 
+1 424-566-7556,,866675536# United States, Beverly Hills  
Find a local number  
Phone conference ID: 866 675 536# 
 
 
 
 
 

AMERICANS 
WITH 
DISABILITIES 
ACT (ADA) 
INFORMATION:   

The City of Spokane is committed to providing equal access to its facilities, programs and services for persons with 
disabilities.  The Council Briefing Center in the lower level of Spokane City Hall, 808 W. Spokane Falls Blvd., is 
wheelchair accessible and also is equipped with an infrared assistive listening system for persons with hearing loss.  
Headsets may be checked out (upon presentation of picture I.D.) through the meeting organizer. Individuals 
requesting reasonable accommodations or further information may call, write, or email Human Resources at 
509.625.6237, 808 W. Spokane Falls Blvd, Spokane, WA, 99201; or mpiccolo@spokanecity.org. Persons who are deaf 
or hard of hearing may contact Human Resources through the Washington Relay Service at 7 1 1. Please contact us 
forty-eight (48) hours before the meeting date. 

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YTNjMDI0MGMtZTNkNC00MDk4LWEyOWEtMWYwYzI0ZDUxZjRh%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2295fa1d6e-6a27-496e-9117-fc34d9076661%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22eec0423b-0336-4f70-817d-e7ff3e9fc055%22%7d
tel:+14245667556,,866675536
https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/bed3ccfa-9063-4b19-9e4e-035277369788?id=866675536
http://sharepoint.spokanecity.org/






















SUPPORTING THE GROWTH
MANAGEMENT ACT

Granting the City of Spokane authority to pilot a local land value tax (LVT)
would: 

Encourage development of vacant and underutilized property
Discourage land speculation
Promote tax fairness by rewarding property owners who make investments
rather than paying more when improvements are made.

LVT is a method of assessing property taxes that considers only the value of the
land itself and related improvements, not the structures built on the land. This
approach has already been adopted in Pennsylvania, and many other states are
looking at it as a revenue-neutral strategy to increase housing supply, revitalize
neighborhoods, and improve public safety.

LAND VALUE TAX TO ENCOURAGE
INVESTMENT, TAX FAIRNESS

CITY CAPITAL BUDGET REQUESTS

CITY OF SPOKANE
2025 STATE LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 

$3.5 million for Northeast Public Development Authority's 3011 E. Wellesley
Project (workforce housing, childcare facility)
$500,000 for completion of Spokane Police Academy facility upgrades, which
were funded in the 2022 Capital Budget 
$500,000 for Meadowglen Neighborhood Park development phase one
(Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program)
$500,000 for Coeur d'Alene Park playground improvements and restroom
replacement (WWRP)

Spokane is the only community in Washington whose solid waste disposal
system is subject to Climate Commitment Act (CCA) penalties, which will cost
residents an estimated $8 million annually beginning in 2026.

A recent Department of Ecology study shows that Spokane's waste-to-energy
facility produces fewer greenhouse gasses that contribute to climate change
landfills, which were exempted from the CCA in 2022.

The City, along with our environmental, labor and other community partners,
seeks to correct this inequity by extending the landfill exemption to waste-to-
energy solid waste disposal systems. This will allow Spokane to continue working
toward state-sanctioned emissions reduction strategies, including significant
carbon capture technology funded by the Legislature last session.

WASTE-TO-ENERGY TO PROTECT
ENVIRONMENT + RATEPAYERS

The Legislature has extended the periodic comprehensive plan review and
revision deadline for select local governments. The City of Spokane and
neighboring governments seek an additional six months in the next update cycle
to incorporate climate and housing information required under the Growth
Management Act. Moving the deadline from June 30, 2026, to Dec. 31, 2026,
will allow sufficient time for public and legislative review by Spokane's Plan
Commission and City Council.

Spokane residents pay excise taxes for 911 dispatch services that are
distributed to the Spokane Regional Emergency Communications system for fire
dispatch, but not for police dispatch provided by the City of Spokane. Requiring
a portion of these taxes to go toward police dispatch will ensure city residents
are receiving services they pay for, and support Spokane police with providing
fast, effective emergency response.

911 EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 
TAX EQUITY
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With a revenue neutral application, most
residential taxes will drop.

Vacant and valuable downtown properties
including parking lots and underutilized
parcels will see increased liability.

Targeted growth areas will be incentivized
through tax policy.

LAND VALUE TAX

LAND VALUE TAX IMPACTS

POPULATION
PROJECTION

UNITS
NEEDED

36,638
70,874
120,167

Spokane is in desperate need of housing
across all income levels. Below are the
projected needs of housing units by 2044:

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania saw their per capita
residential building permits increase after
Pennsylvania passed LVT enabling legislation.

Land Value Tax is a method of assessing property
taxes that emphasizes the value of the land itself
and related improvements, not the structures
built on the land. 

It is a revenue neutral approach to increase
housing supply, revitalize neighborhoods, and
improve public safety.

WHAT IS A LAND VALUE TAX?

Data 5

The organizational structure determines how activities such as task allocation,
coordination, and supervision are directed toward achieving organizational goals.
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A land value tax ensures that the public investment we make in
infrastructure to support growth and prosperity is contributed to by
the adjacent landowners who benefit from it. It is revenue neutral,
so it does not increase or decrease tax revenue for the municipality. 

Under LVT, the tax shift is gradual, meaning that the tax on
buildings is gradually reduced over time. In some Pennsylvania
cities, the tax on buildings has been nearly eliminated. In some
others, there's roughly an equal ratio of land rate to building rate. 

LVT is a method of assessing property taxes that emphasizes the
value of the land itself and related improvements, not the structures
built on the land. This approach has already been adopted in
Pennsylvania, and many other states are looking at it as a revenue-
neutral approach to increase housing supply, to revitalize
neighborhoods, and to improve public safety. 

lncentivize development of vacant and underutilized property
Discourage land speculation, free up neglected land
Promote tax fairness by rewarding property owners who make
investments rather than paying more when improvements are
made

Granting Spokane authority to pilot 
a local Land Value Tax (LVT) would: 

OUR TAX SYSTEM HAS BEEN INCENTIVIZING LAND
SPECULATION AND DISCOURAGING INVESTORS

LVT uses current property tax assessments, so it is simple to
implement and there is no growth of government. Shifting the
property tax off of building values and onto land values can make
both buildings and land less expensive, thereby making housing
more affordable, while fostering business growth and employment. 

OUTMODED PROPERTY TAX SYSTEMS ARGUABLY
EXACERBATE THE WIDESPREAD HOUSING CRISIS

Spokane is the only city that has eliminated single-family zoning;
we were the first to adopt commercial-to-housing development
incentives; and we were early to implement 'Parking for People.'
However, the city needs stronger incentives for development. LVT
promotes infill. Infill is a more effective means to reduce sprawl
because it supplies affordable and low-income housing near jobs
and services, and it reduces transportation costs. 

Cities that are surrounded by rural areas do not have the same kind
of limitations to growth that other cities have. Sprawl continues to
be a problem in the Spokane area and throughout Eastern
Washington. A Land Value Tax could make speculation less
profitable and reduce the incentive for fringe suburban
development. 

WE NEED MORE HOUSING AND JOBS. WHY ARE WE
PENALIZING OWNERS WITH HIGHER TAXES WHEN THEY
CONSTRUCT, IMPROVE, OR MAINTAIN BUILDINGS? 

 LVT PROMOTES FAIRNESS IN PUBLIC INVESTMENTS

Communities that have implemented this reform have outperformed
comparable communities using the traditional property tax. 

WE NEED A TAX SYSTEM THAT SUPPORTS OUR 
GOALS AND OUR VALUES
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