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Speed Limit History

• 30 mph as a starting point on arterials
• Sometimes use 85th percentile speeds to 

deviate from the 30 mph default
• That method was based on 1940’s era 

research from rural, two-lane highways
• Washington State has more flexibility on 

arterial speed limits than many other states



Executive Order 2024-0007
Safe Streets for All – Transportation Safety Directive



NACTO - City Limits
Setting Safe Speed Limits on Urban Streets

• Starting point for 
methodology

• Refine to match 
Spokane’s built 
environment



DRAFT Methodology



DRAFT Methodology



Speed Limit Reduction Case Studies

Toronto Seattle



Goals of Proposed Speed 
Limit Changes

• Address emergent issue on Valley Springs 
Road

• Test draft speed limit methodology 
• Gather local data on impact of speed limit 

changes



Map



Valley Springs Road

• 20 mph around 
the curve

• 30 mph from curve 
to city limits

• Re-evaluate once 
the road is 
improved.



Perry Street

• Adjacent to Rogers High School
• Grind and overlay this summer
• Bicycle route
• Recommend 25 mph



Deer Heights Road

• Not posted
• Current land use 

supports 30 mph
• Re-evaluate after 

west side is 
developed



Schedule

Council Adoption - July

Speed Limits Changed – by October 

“After” studies – Nov  and/or March 2027 

Report back to Council? – Spring 2027

Speed Limit Policy to Transportation Commission - 2027
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