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Why Spokane?
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More than 100 
traffic fatalities 

since 2021

11 fatalities to 
date in 2026



Layers of Prevention and Protection
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• Spokane Safe Streets for All – Neighborhood Traffic Calming 
Program

• Quick-Build Program
• Safe Routes to Schools
• 27x2027 Bicycle and Pedestrian Network
• Automated Traffic Enforcement
• Spokane Police Department Traffic Unit
• Traffic Fatality Review Program
• Shared Streets, Festival Streets & Play Streets
• Lane Reallocations
• Multimodal Investment



What is Emergency Streets?
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• A rapid, visible response to fatal 
traffic crashes 

• Treats fatal crashes as a public 
health emergency

• Two-week deployments of 
temporary traffic-calming 
measures to immediately reduce 
vehicle speeds

• Community education and 
outreach 

Framework developed by Dr. Kevin Krizek 
and Tila Duhaime



Typical Fatal Crash Response
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Fatal Traffic Crash
Restore roadway to 
pre-crash conditions

ASAP

Assign blame & 
give condolences

(maybe)

Do a traffic study 
(maybe)

Put something in 
capital improvement 

plan (maybe)

Repeat the cycle



Exiting the Cycle with Emergency Streets

Fatal Traffic Crash

Reduce speed, 
lower kinetic energy

Engage and educate 
community

Collect data

Emergency Streets 
Deployment

Evaluate 
opportunities for 

preventative 
solutions

Evaluate crash 
 in interdisciplinary 

fatality review

(48-72 hrs post-crash)(2 weeks)

(pre + post crash)

(continuous)



Spokane Emergency Streets - Pilot Goals
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• Develop Spokane-specific 
Emergency Streets protocol

• Complete up to 6 deployments 
(June 2026-June 2027)

• Conduct community outreach, 
education, and surveys

• Evaluate efficacy of protocol and 
deployments

• Develop and publish toolkit and 
protocol that can be adapted for 
use by other jurisdictions Supported with funding from WTSC, CJATSC, 

Spokane Regional Health District
Additional in-kind support from 
University of  Colorado Boulder 
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Overview of Deployment Elements

Traffic Cones Delineator

Roadway Stencil

Signage

Roadway Stencil Mobile Speed 
Feedback Sign

Human Scale Signage

To learn more, 
scan below: 



Education & Outreach
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• Direct outreach to local community 
groups

• Doorhangers in the vicinity of 
deployments

• Utility billing mailers (81K customers)
• Community Update Newsletter (45k+ 

subscribers)
• Public Service Announcements, visual 

and audio
• Paid digital and print promotion
• Social media



Evaluating Emergency Streets Efficacy
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• StreetVision - Traffic operating 
speeds, hard braking events, 
hard acceleration events, 
distraction
• Validation with additional 

traffic data collection – 
Rhythm Engineering camera

• Community Traffic Safety and 
Pilot Program Survey 

2 Months Prior to 
Deployment

2 Weeks During 
Deployment

2 Months Post-
Deployment 



Questions?

Nicole White, nwhite@spokanecity.org 
Jon Snyder, jsnyder@spokanecity.org
 Director of Division of Transportation & Sustainability

mailto:nwhite@spokanecity.org
mailto:jsnyder@spokanecity.org
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