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What is a School Street?
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A school street is a street 
near a school building or 
campus that is temporarily 
or permanently closed to 
vehicle traffic during 
certain hours such as pick-
up and drop-off.

Seattle, WA



What are School Streets?
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Full closure 
Access limited to 
emergency vehicles

Limited closure
Limited to local access 
vehicular traffic

Seattle, WA



What are the benefits of School Streets?
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• Safer roads for all users through 
vehicle access restrictions

• Encourage active transportation 
• Local reductions in air pollution
• Better organization of pickup 

and drop-off
• Permanent school streets can 

provide additional outdoor 
learning and activity spaces for 
students

NYC, NY 



Elements of School Streets
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• Signage
• Traffic Control Equipment
• Paint/Striping 
• Street Art
• Planters
• Bike Racks

Seattle, WA



Temporary School Streets – Seattle, WA
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16 Temporary School 
Streets



Permanent School Streets – Seattle, WA
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5 Permanent School Streets



Where are School Streets?
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• Seattle, Washington – 
School Streets

• Portland, Oregon – Pilot 
Program

• New York City, New York– 
OpenStreets Program

• Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
– Pilot Program

• International – 
More than 500 school 
streets established since 
2019

NYC, NY 



Shaw Middle School Walkability Assessment 
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2019 - Before After Proposed Improvements



Shaw Middle School Walkability Assessment
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Recommendations 
• Crossing improvement at 

Cook and Wellesley
• Garland Avenue walk and bike 

improvements
• Neighborhood Greenway on 

Cook from Illinois Ave to 
Francis Ave. 

• Crossing improvement at 
neighborhood streets along 
Crestline Street 



Questions?
TBD
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