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Transportation Element Requirements
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Transportation Climate Policy Overview
Key goals
▫ Reduce VMT
▫ Ensure climate resilience of 

transportation systems to climate 
hazards

▫ Expand EV/Zero Emission infrastructure 

What We Heard 

▫ Across all engagement strategies, 
participants strongly supported 
improving public transit, bike 
infrastructure, and active 
transportation options to reduce 
emissions and improve access.

▫ EVs were ranked as lower priority 
among Earth Day workshop 
participants, although some called 
for incentives or lower taxes on EVs
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Transportation Context
▫ The WA Clean Vehicles Program rule increases zero emission vehicle 

sales of passenger cars, light-duty trucks, and medium-duty vehicles to 
100% starting in 2035. 

▫ The WA Clean Fuel Standard law requires fuel suppliers to gradually 
reduce the carbon intensity of transportation fuels to 45% below 
2017 levels by 2038. 

▫ Spokane Transit Authority is working to achieve a 100% zero-
emission bus fleet by 2045.

▫ Transportation accounts for 41% of community GHG emissions.

▫ CRVA recommendations: plan for complete access to destinations 
within neighborhoods, enhance parallel walking, biking, rolling, and 
transit networks to ensure equitable access, consider necessary changes 
to transit service during weather events
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Department of Commerce:
High Priority  VMT Policies – Transportation Chapter

 Reduce / eliminate parking requirements

 Improve transit frequency, coverage, speed and reliability

 Implement travel demand management (TDM) programs

 Increase multimodal capacity

 Address multimodal concurrency
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Potential VMT Reduction Targets

Long-term, a realistic target for Spokane’s VMT per capita reductions 
could be within a range of 5% to 10% from existing levels.
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Next steps

TASK TIMING

Present updates
to Plan Commission Subcommittee

January 2026

Provide updated chapter to Plan 
Commission

January 2026
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