
 

Spokane Human Rights Commission 

Thursday, January 8, 2026 

5:30-7:30 

The January 8, 2026 meeting will provide for in person attendance. The meeting will be held 
in the City Council Chambers–Lower Level of City Hall, 808 Spokane Falls Blvd. Members 
of the public, Commission members, City staff, and presenters will still have the option to 
participate remotely via Teams by clicking the “Meeting Link” on this page or by calling the 
number provided.   

+1-323-618-1887 

Access code: 577 455 431# 

Mission Statement/Purpose: The Human Rights Commission advises and makes 
recommendations to the City Council regarding issues related to human rights and unjust 
discrimination and the implementation of programs consistent with the needs of all residents of the 
City of Spokane. 

 

T I M E S G I V E N A R E A N E S T I M A T E A N D A R E S U B J E C T T O C H A N G E  

5:30 - 5:40   Land Acknowledgement  

Public Comment. Citizens are invited to address the Commission. (3 min each) 

5:35 - 5:40 Roll Call & Approval of Agenda (McFadden) 

5:45-6:30  Legislative priorities for January-March 2026 Washington Legislative session 
(information obtained from Debbie Novak, WCPA, Jonathan Teeters, Waters Meet, & 
Commissioner Kurtis Robinson) 

• The 2026 regular session begins on Monday January 12, 2026. It is a short session, 
lasting up to 60-days, with an expected end date of Thursday March 12, 2026. 
Prefiling for the 2026 session begins on Monday December 1, 2025.  The last day the 
governor can take action on a bill is Saturday April 4, 2026, and the 90-day effective 
date is Thursday June 11, 2026. If session ends before March 12, 2026, the governor 
action date and 90-day effective date will change accordingly.  

• What should we advocate for? 

https://wcforpa.org/2026-priorities
https://watersmeet.foundation/


• How do we do that most effectively—individually as citizens, collectively as a 
commission? 

• Legislation of interest per Washington Coalition for Police Accountability 
o SB 5584/HB 1740 Independent Prosecution 
o SB 5066/HB 1056 AG Investigation & Reform 
o HB 1399/SB 5364  Law Enforcement Leaders  

6:30-6:45  FOIA request asking for complete details of DHS arrests and detentions in Spokane - 
names, addresses, dates of detention, names of arresting officers, names of any FBI agents or US 
Marshalls involved, and history of transport for each individual, including where they are now 
(Michael Schneider) 

• Will the Human Rights Commission approve the language and choose to make 
the request in their name? 

6:45-7:00 Review Resolution 2025-0123, Resolution recognizing the importance of cultural 
celebrations, including Martin Luther King, Jr day and Juneteenth, as key moments in 
American history.  

• Review attached resolution with amendments suggested by Councilmember 
Cathcart 

• Will be discussed at City Council meeting Monday, 1/12/2026 

7:00-7:20 Plan for future 

• Aging in Spokane panel (Peck & Foral) 
o February community event 

• Courageous conversations part 3—Both sides of the badge (Robinson) 
o March 

• Spokane Point-in-Time (PIT) count, January 27-30; training Jan 15, 20, and 22.  You 
must go through the training to volunteer. 
https://my.spokanecity.org/endinghomelessness/point-in-time-count/ 
If you would like to participate, sign up here  

7:20-7:30—What we believe—what do we want to add?  

December start:   

• We believe in a transparent, public-facing city budget that prioritizes the needs of 
our most marginalized residents. 

Next Human Rights Commission meeting is scheduled for February 5, 2026 

https://wcforpa.org/2026-priorities
https://my.spokanecity.org/endinghomelessness/point-in-time-count/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/forms.office.com/g/DFRG0exiYV__;!!JmPEgBY0HMszNaDT!sfGqetiTAwQngDeMCWIcfvk9QmoFzjMCSUhnKbjhEb7sTYveFBK-FVtqsJq6fROkYsUxQA3cG_mItH1N_zKe50ABd_nH-hwX$


“The true measure of our character is how we treat the poor, the disfavored, the 
accused, the incarcerated, and the condemned.” ~~Bryan Stevenson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RESOLUTION NO. 2025-0123 **Resolution recognizing the importance of cultural 
celebrations, including Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day and Juneteenth, as key moments 
in American history.  

 

WHEREAS, Martin Luther King Jr. Day and Juneteenth serve as powerful reminders of the 
essential fight for equality, justice, and human rights that have shaped the core of our 
nation; and  

WHEREAS, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. emerged as a symbol of hope and bravery, inspiring a 
movement that promoted civil rights and social justice through peaceful protest, 
motivating many to stand against systemic racism and inequality; and  

WHEREAS, Juneteenth marks a significant milestone in freedom, commemorating the 1865 
event when the final remnants of slavery were abolished, symbolizing the ongoing pursuit 
of freedom and dignity for all Black Americans; and  

WHEREAS, both Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day and Juneteenth are more than just 
celebrations of Black history, they are crucial chapters in the broader story of American 
history, highlighting the vital contributions and sacrifices made by not only Black 
Americans but all Americans who contributed to advancing our nation’s ideals; and  

**WHEREAS, both holidays recently have come under federal scrutiny, with the 
National Park Service reporting that free entry to National Parks on both MLK Day and 
Juneteenth has now been removed, in what is a clear attempt to dilute history and 
historical changemakers, and thereby undermine the importance of these holidays in 
our country’s collective history; and  

WHEREAS, celebrating these holidays encourages a culture of understanding, respect, and 
unity among all Americans, sparking important discussions and inspiring actions to 
combat racial injustice and inequality;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City of Spokane continues to see diversity as a 
beautiful mosaic that enhances our collective strength, encompassing varied experiences 
and identities; and  

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, the City Council encourages our city to continue participating in 
activities and events that relate to cultural awareness, to celebrate and educate all about 
the histories, cultures, and contributions made by historically excluded communities, and 
to be aware, foster pride, and strengthen community bonds through shared learning and 
recognition of the collective progression Americans have made that shape our country, our 
city, and our communities; and,  



BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, that the City of Spokane will continue to acknowledge our shared 
history and honor the deep significance of both Martin Luther King Jr. Day and Juneteenth 
as essential parts of our shared American history; and  

**BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, that the City of Spokane commits to recognizing, supporting, 
and actively promoting these holidays through community engagement and 
partnerships with culturally based organizations, such as the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr 
Center, The Spokane NAACP, and the Juneteenth Coalition, as well as through 
meaningful community events and initiatives aimed at fostering inclusivity, education, 
and social justice for all residents, thereby reinforcing our motto that “In Spokane, we 
all belong”; and  

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, that the City of Spokane calls on all community members to engage 
deeply with these observances, reflect on our collective journey, and work together 
towards a future where equality, justice, and respect are realities for everyone.  

 

Adopted by the City Council this ____ day of January, 2026. 
_______________________________ City Clerk Approved as to form: _______________________ 
Assistant City Attorney 

 

 

 

RES 2025-0123 (CATHCART AMENDMENT)(12-23-25) 1 PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT: This 
amendment, if adopted, will (1) amend the title of the resolution, (2) amend the fifth recital, 
and (3) amend the fifth “resolved” clause. Strike the entirety of the resolution and 
substitute the following in its place:  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-0123 **Resolution recognizing Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day and 
Juneteenth as culturally significant milestones in American history.  

 

WHEREAS, Martin Luther King Jr. Day and Juneteenth serve as powerful reminders of the 
essential fight for equality, justice, and human rights that have shaped the core of our 
nation; and  



WHEREAS, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. emerged as a symbol of hope and bravery, inspiring a 
movement that promoted civil rights and social justice through peaceful protest, 
motivating many to stand against systemic racism and inequality; and WHEREAS, 
Juneteenth marks a significant milestone in freedom, commemorating the 1865 event 
when the final remnants of slavery were abolished, symbolizing the ongoing pursuit of 
freedom and dignity for all Black Americans; and  

WHEREAS, both Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day and Juneteenth are more than just 
celebrations of Black history, they are crucial chapters in the broader story of American 
history, highlighting the vital contributions and sacrifices made by not only Black 
Americans but all Americans who contributed to advancing our nation’s ideals; and  

**WHEREAS, both holidays recently have come under federal scrutiny, with the 
National Park Service reporting that free entry to National Parks on both MLK Day and 
Juneteenth has now been removed, undermining the importance of these holidays in 
our country’s collective history; and  

WHEREAS, celebrating these holidays encourages a culture of understanding, respect, and 
unity among all Americans, sparking important discussions and inspiring actions to 
combat racial injustice and inequality;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City of Spokane continues to see diversity as a 
beautiful mosaic that enhances our collective strength, encompassing varied experiences 
and identities; and 

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, the City Council encourages our city to continue participating in 
activities and events that relate to cultural awareness, to celebrate and educate all about 
the histories, cultures, and contributions made by historically excluded communities, and 
to be aware, foster pride, and strengthen community bonds through shared learning and 
recognition of the collective progression Americans have made that shape our country, our 
city, and our communities; and, 

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, that the City of Spokane will continue to acknowledge our shared 
history and honor the deep significance of both Martin Luther King Jr. Day and Juneteenth 
as essential parts of our shared American history; and 

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, the City Council encourages our city to continue participating in 
activities and events that relate to cultural awareness, to celebrate and educate all about 
the histories, cultures, and contributions made by historically excluded communities, and 
to be aware, foster pride, and strengthen community bonds through  



**BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, that the City of Spokane commits to recognizing, supporting, 
and actively promoting these holidays through community engagement and 
partnerships with culturally based organizations, as well as through meaningful 
community events and initiatives aimed at fostering inclusivity, education, and social 
justice for all residents, thereby reinforcing our motto that “In Spokane, We All 
Belong”; and 

 BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, that the City of Spokane calls on all community members to 
engage deeply with these observances, reflect on our collective journey, and work together 
towards a future where equality, justice, and respect are realities for everyone.  

 

Adopted by the City Council this ____ day of January, 2026.  

_______________________________ City Clerk Approved as to form: _______________________ 
Assistant City Attorney 

 

Below is a comparison of the 2 resolutions with changed portions underlined: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-0123 **Resolution recognizing the importance of cultural 
celebrations, including Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day and Juneteenth, as key moments in 
American history.  

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-0123 **Resolution recognizing Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day and 
Juneteenth as culturally significant milestones in American history.  

 

**WHEREAS, both holidays recently have come under federal scrutiny, with the National 
Park Service reporting that free entry to National Parks on both MLK Day and Juneteenth 
has now been removed, in what is a clear attempt to dilute history and historical 
changemakers, and thereby undermine the importance of these holidays in our country’s 
collective history; and  

**WHEREAS, both holidays recently have come under federal scrutiny, with the National 
Park Service reporting that free entry to National Parks on both MLK Day and Juneteenth 
has now been removed, undermining the importance of these holidays in our country’s 
collective history; and  

 



**BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, that the City of Spokane commits to recognizing, supporting, and 
actively promoting these holidays through community engagement and partnerships with 
culturally based organizations, such as the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr Center, The 
Spokane NAACP, and the Juneteenth Coalition, as well as through meaningful 
community events and initiatives aimed at fostering inclusivity, education, and social 
justice for all residents, thereby reinforcing our motto that “In Spokane, we all belong”; and  

**BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, that the City of Spokane commits to recognizing, supporting, and 
actively promoting these holidays through community engagement and partnerships with 
culturally based organizations, as well as through meaningful community events and 
initiatives aimed at fostering inclusivity, education, and social justice for all residents, 
thereby reinforcing our motto that “In Spokane, We All Belong”; and 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DRAFT of proposed FOIA request 

We request under FOIA (the Freedom of Information Act) the 
following information regarding the operations of the 
Department of Homeland Security in Spokane County from 
1/1/25 through 12/31/2025:

- the names of all persons arrested or taken into
custody

- the address, location, date and time of the arrest of
each named person

- the names and badge numbers of all officers present at
the scene, including but not limited to members of ICE,
Border Patrol, US Marshall Service, FBI, Spokane
County Sheriff’s Office or the Spokane Police
Department

- all body camera footage of the events

- copies of the warrants presented in each case

- a complete timeline of the custodial placement of each
named person subsequent to arrest - how long they
remained in Spokane, where they were sent, and where
they were as of 12/31/2025
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