
Ect Spokane Human Rights Commission 
The Aug 1st, 2023 meeting will provide for in person attendance. The meeting will be held in
the City Council Chambers–Lower Level of City Hall, 808 Spokane Falls Blvd. Members of

the public, Commission members, City staff, and presenters will still have the option to 
participate remotely via Teams by clicking the “Meeting Link” on this page or by calling the

number provided. 
5:30 PM-7:00 PM 

Meeting Link
+1-323-618-1887

Access code: 577 455 431#

T I M E S G I V E N A R E A N E S T I M A T E A N D A R E S U B J E C T T O C H A N G E 

Land Acknowledgment & Public Comment Period: 
5:30 - 5:35 Land Acknowledgement 

Public Comment (3 minutes each). Citizens are invited to address the Commission.

Commission Briefing Session: 
5:35 - 5:40 A. Roll Call & Approval of Consent Agenda Chair Peace

Standing Update(s): 

5:40-6:05

6:05-6:30

6:30-6:45

6:45-7:00

Introduction/Briefing: Director of the OCREI      

Spokane Regional Collaborative: Regional Homeless Authority 

Discussion/Potential 1st Read: "Human Rights & Basic Dignity"

Committee Updates:

• Executive
• Outreach
• Civic Impact

Jerrall J. Haynes

Gavin Cooley

Commissioners

http://sharepoint.spokanecity.org/
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_M2M0MWExNWUtNGRiMS00NzYzLWE0NzYtMWM3ODY3OWZkM2Rm%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2295fa1d6e-6a27-496e-9117-fc34d9076661%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%228a3a6bc0-d1f7-4fcd-abc6-be2eeb8fa5ab%22%7d


 

Adjournment 
1) Next Human Rights Commission meeting is scheduled for

Sep 7th, at 5:30pm (PST)

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA) INFORMATION: The City of Spokane is committed to providing equal access to its facilities, programs and services for
persons with disabilities. The Spokane City Council Chamber in the lower level of Spokane City Hall, 808 W. Spokane Falls Blv d., is wheelchair accessible and also is 
equipped with an infrared assistive listening system for persons with hearing loss. Headsets may be checked out (upon presentation of picture I.D.) at the City Cable 5 
Production Booth located on the First Floor of the Municipal Building, directly above the Chase Gallery or through the meeting organizer. Individuals requesting 
reasonable accommodations or further information may call, write, or email Human Resources at 509.625.6363, 808 W. Spokane Fa lls Blvd, Spokane, WA, 99201; or 
msteinolfson@spokanecity.org. Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may contact Human Resources through the Washington Relay Service at 7-1-1. Please contact 
us forty-eight (48) hours before the meeting date. 

mailto:msteinolfson@spokanecity.org


 

Chair’s Report 

August 1, 2023 

Dear Commissioners, 

Below is a summary of activities I participated in as Chair of the 

SHRC, as well as additional points of interest: 

❖ Commission Updates 

o The SHRC Chair attended the “Spokane Homeless Coalition” 

meeting held at the Gathering House Cafe on 7/4/23. During 

this meeting there were presentations from: Ami Manning, 

Spokane Low Income Housing Consortium ROW Project 

Housing Director; Julie Garcia, Jewels Helping Hands; and 

Gavin Cooley, Spokane Unite which is working on creating a 

“Spokane Regional Homeless Authority”. After the meeting 

the SHRC Chair & Gavin Cooley had a long conversation 

about homelessness in Spokane and how the Commission 

can work towards helping our community in this matter. 

o The SHRC Chair reached out to Gavin Cooley, from Spokane 

Unite which is creating a “Spokane Regional Homeless 

Authority” in order to have the Spokane Unite give a 

presentation to the Commission at the August meeting. The 

presentation would be about that organizations’ work to 

promote going forward with the “Spokane Regional Homeless 

Authority”. Mr. Cooley agreed to this presentation. 

o Held an SHRC Executive Committee Meeting on 7/20/23. 

o City Council Staff on 7/25/23 reached out to the SHRC Chair 

& the OCREI Director about the fact of a Mayoral Veto of 

ORD C36402, relating to the establishment of a process to 

consider & act upon community members’ concerns 

regarding City-owned property. The SHRC Chair then 

informed the SHRC Executive Committee about this matter. 
(attached to this email is the PDF of the veto) 

https://spokaneunite.org/
https://www.inlander.com/news/can-a-regional-authority-reduce-spokanes-homeless-population-by-40-in-two-years-26209723?fbclid=IwAR2zYVY8PPozYwkQCP8IiFbjlHyswcioWtiwCwGhDFaB2FdCK_JokSlI_PM
https://spokaneunite.org/
https://spokaneunite.org/
https://www.inlander.com/news/can-a-regional-authority-reduce-spokanes-homeless-population-by-40-in-two-years-26209723?fbclid=IwAR2zYVY8PPozYwkQCP8IiFbjlHyswcioWtiwCwGhDFaB2FdCK_JokSlI_PM
https://www.inlander.com/news/can-a-regional-authority-reduce-spokanes-homeless-population-by-40-in-two-years-26209723?fbclid=IwAR2zYVY8PPozYwkQCP8IiFbjlHyswcioWtiwCwGhDFaB2FdCK_JokSlI_PM


o A reporter from Range Media reached out to the SHRC Chair 

to do an interview and story about the Mayoral Veto of ORD 

C36402, relating to the establishment of a process to 

consider & act upon community members’ concerns 

regarding City-owned property. This interview with Range 

Media will take place during the 1st week of August. (attached to 

this email is the PDF of the veto).  

o Regularly communicated with the SHRC Executive 

Committee last month about upcoming agenda items or 

other Commission issues. 

❖ OCREI 

o Regularly communicated with the OCREI Director Jerrall 

Haynes last month, about upcoming agenda items or other 

Commission issues. 

❖ Social Media (Facebook) 

o Created the August 3, 2023 SHRC meeting event. As well as 

posting the Agenda in the comment post section. 

o Posted a news story from KLXY in which the SHRC Chair did 

an interview about Local organizations help people with 

journey out of homelessness, which the SHRC Chair was 

quoted in the story about some of the information the 

Commission has received during our presentations this year. 

o Posted the SHRC July 6, 2023 PROCLAMATION 23-001 ---A 

proclamation honoring and recognizing Julie Garcia's leadership in accomplishing the 

successful closure of Camp Hope and for her steadfast support to people experiencing 

homelessness in our community. City Council did a similar 

proclamation for Camp Hope on 7/10/23. 

o Posted a news story from Spokesman-Review newspaper on 

7/21/23 on Spokane City Council will revisit parks 

trespassing law after Park Board declines to change hours.  

Which last month the SHRC Executive Committee wrote a 

strongly worded letter to the City Council about this matter.  

o Re-posted a post from “Equality Diversity Humanity” that 

stated in a meme the following statement: “If we could 

spread LOVE as quickly as we spread HATE & NEGATIVITY, 

what an amazing world we would live in”. 

https://rangemedia.co/
https://www.kxly.com/news/local-organizations-help-people-with-journey-out-of-homelessness/article_d1f96ef0-178c-11ee-b8d8-efea6c72e2fc.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook&utm_campaign=user-share&fbclid=IwAR20QnMyPjH0r8GXRQqn0y5z-zvTfZGcizYfj0ngujy8YNntLT5Dxw5hzHY
https://www.kxly.com/news/local-organizations-help-people-with-journey-out-of-homelessness/article_d1f96ef0-178c-11ee-b8d8-efea6c72e2fc.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook&utm_campaign=user-share&fbclid=IwAR20QnMyPjH0r8GXRQqn0y5z-zvTfZGcizYfj0ngujy8YNntLT5Dxw5hzHY
https://www.facebook.com/SpokaneHumanRightsCommission/posts/pfbid0PVGnbaD8seRb6iBP7HmsHRx5veq3cfSkEcR7AfEZSAreWHYN1faMf6YbC5HSjb6dl
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2023/jul/21/spokane-city-council-will-revisit-parks-trespassin/?fbclid=IwAR3Nx4B0NPk2y_vllwOLiQreVDgGvsPoid9RX0gXl5Q8Ybcz0U6yzHyhsjo
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2023/jul/21/spokane-city-council-will-revisit-parks-trespassin/?fbclid=IwAR3Nx4B0NPk2y_vllwOLiQreVDgGvsPoid9RX0gXl5Q8Ybcz0U6yzHyhsjo
https://www.facebook.com/SpokaneHumanRightsCommission/posts/pfbid02p6cyyQQ1LjvEvuwbN87HWKT7iggY74bASV9iBJqaCnwYwpwixZo4gE96MGhBam7ol
https://www.facebook.com/SpokaneHumanRightsCommission/posts/pfbid02p6cyyQQ1LjvEvuwbN87HWKT7iggY74bASV9iBJqaCnwYwpwixZo4gE96MGhBam7ol
https://www.facebook.com/gay.equality.5


SPOKANE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

Monthly MEETING 07/06/2023
06 July 2023 / 5:30 PM / CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Read by: Chair Peace

Public comment

In-person: Ivan Urnovitz [Requested a dialogue regarding Monahan Statue over a

year ago]

Online: None

attendance

Present: Anwar Peace, Brennan Schreibman, Hayley Harrison, Lance Kissler, Alex

Knox, Livia Koh, Olivia Arballo-Saenz, Maria Hernandez-Peck

Not present: Jac Archer

CONSENT AGENDA

Added minutes from April & May meetings; added Nicolette Ocheltree & Katherine Corrick to June’s public comment
section.

Consent agenda approved.

OCREI Director introduction postponed

New OCREI Director, Jarrell Haynes, was unable to attend - Rescheduling his presentation/indtroduction to the August
meeting.



GUEST PRESENTATION: Bart logue, police ombudsman

Explained structure, authority, duties, process of handling complaints, challenges in first independent report,
recommendations provided as a result of said investigation, OPOC.

proclamation: julie garcia, jewels helping hands

Read by Brennan - Proclamation 23-001 - Recognized Julie Garcia, founder and executive director of Jewels Helping
Hands, for leadership in closing Camp Hope and for her and the organization’s continued service to individuals
experiencing homelessness.

Approved - Anwar Peace, Brennan Schreibman, Hayley Harrison, Alex Knox, Olivia

Arballo-Saenz, Maria Peck, Livia Koh

Abstained - Lance Kissler

GUEST PRESENTATION: Mike Carr & det. Elijah hayward, spd human trafficking unit

Discussed challenges in addressing human trafficking, collaboration with local and federal groups, what human
trafficking typically is and how it differs from what many people assume it to be.

Committee updateS
Civic Impact Committee: Alex Knox

Outreach Committee: Olivia Arballo-Saenz

– Unity in the Community August 12th, 9:30-1pm-Alex, 1pm-4pm-Maria

Executive Committee: Anwar Peace





 
 
RESOLUTION 2023-01 
 
A resolution concerning the human rights and basic dignity of individuals experiencing 
homelessness. 
 
WHEREAS, The City of Spokane knows the issue of homelessness is one of the most pressing 
and complex situations encountered by our society. In developing public policy to be established 
on this matter, whether short-termed or immediate, emphasis should be given to attending to the 
basic needs of the homeless, mainly subsistence needs, in order to enable the preservation of the 
dignity of these human beings and their circumstances; 
 
 
WHEREAS, The City of Spokane should reassert its constitutional commitment to hold that all 
men and women are equal before the law and that there must be no discrimination whatsoever 
for reason of race, color, sex, age, birth, social condition, origin, or political or religious ideas. It 
is also aware of the fact that homelessness threatens healthy community living among people, as 
it can reveal attitudes of insensitivity, contempt, harshness, shunning and fear towards those 
experiencing homelessness; 
 
 
WHEREAS, Respect for the dignity of human beings and equality before the law are principles 
which are fundamental and nonexpendable in order to guarantee the common good and healthy 
community living as a people. Homeless people are a direct reflection and the most dramatic 
outcome of the complexities of our society. These are men and women of various ages and with 
different levels of education. Those experiencing homelessness are human beings with unmet 
basic needs, with human rights which are frequently infringed, who also have talents and dreams, 
and who have inner and outer strengths, from which hope is forged. 
 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Spokane Human Rights Commission 
hereby requests that the City Council create a framework of protections to address shelter 
inadequacies and operations in city limits and add protections in municipal code for our society’s 
most vulnerable population. An example of this policy would be as follows: 
 
Title 18.05 Protections for Homeless People 

 
Subsection 18.05.___ Concerning Human Rights of Individuals Experiencing 
Homelessness 

 



No person’s rights, privileges, or access to public services and accommodations may be denied 
or abridged solely because he or she is homeless. Such a person shall be granted the same rights 
and privileges as any other resident of the City of Spokane. A person experiencing homelessness: 
 
(1) Has the right to use and move freely in public spaces, including, but not limited to, public 
sidewalks, public parks, public transportation and public buildings, in the same manner as any 
other person, and without discrimination on the basis of his or her housing status; 
 
(2) Has the right to equal treatment by all municipal agencies, without discrimination on the 
basis of housing status; 
 
(3) Has the right not to face discrimination while seeking or maintaining employment due to his 
or her lack of permanent mailing address, or his or her mailing address being that of a shelter or 
social service provider; 
 
(4) Has the right to emergency medical and psychiatric care, free from discrimination based on 
his or her housing status; 
(5) Has the right to vote, register to vote, and receive documentation necessary to prove identity 
for voting without discrimination due to his or her housing status; 
 
(6) Has the right to protection from disclosure of his or her records and information provided to 
homeless shelters and service providers to federal, state, municipal and private entities without 
appropriate legal authority; and the right to confidentiality of personal records and information in 
accordance with all limitations on disclosure established by the Federal Homeless Management 
Information Systems, the Federal Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act, and the 
Federal Violence Against Women Act; and 
 
(7) Has the right to a reasonable expectation of privacy in his or her personal property to the 
same extent as personal property in a permanent residence. 
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