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Committee Members: 
Kevin Brownlee – Chair 
Kevin Cash (Joined 4:22 p.m.) 
Lindsey Shaw (Joined 4:21 p.m.) 
Kris Neely 

Parks Staff: 
Katie Kosanke 
Angel Spell 

SUMMARY 

• Katie Kosanke presented an IRA USDA USFS Grant update.

• A Beetle Management update was shared by Katie Kosanke.

• Katie Kosanke provided an Urban Forestry update.

• The August Financials were presented by Katie Kosanke.

The next regularly scheduled meeting is 4:15 p.m. Tuesday, November 4, 2025. 

MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order at 4:18 p.m. by committee chair Kevin Brownlee. 

Public Comment: None 

Action Items: None 

Discussion Items:  

1. IRA/USDA/USFS Grant Update – Katie Kosanke

City of Spokane Park Board 
Urban Forestry Tree Committee Meeting 

4:15 p.m. Tuesday, September 30, 2025 
Hybrid in-person and WebEx virtual meeting 

Katie Kosanke - Urban Forester 



Katie presented an IRA/USDA/USFS Grant update.  
 

a. Transitioning to fall planting starting October 13th with three planting contractors. Ontrack to 
meet goal of planting 250 trees this fall. Many have signed up for trees through the 
SpoCanopy planting program.  
 

b. Forty trees are available through the downtown free tree planting program and the Downtown 
Spokane Partnership (DSP) is coordinating the signups for the trees. 
 

c. The pilot program for downtown passed. The pilot program will provide city arborist oversight 
and assistance if the property owner chooses to hire a landscaper or someone else for 
planting.   
 

d. Approximately 350 out of 400 dead trees have been removed throughout many 
neighborhoods through the grant program. Many citizens are thankful Urban Forestry (UF) 
can help with the removals of these dead trees. Neighborhoods with removals in progress 
are Emerson Garfield and North Hill. Amber Ramirez, who oversees the grant program, has 
presented information regarding the grant program at many of the neighborhood council 
meetings.  
 

e. Work through the grant is transitioning to pruning in parks. Pruning is complete at Grant Park 
and Harmon Park, pruning is in progress at Wildhorse Park, Liberty Park and Kehoe Park 
and will be done at Jim Hill Park next. Pruning through the grant will assist in completing 
pruning in areas where pruning was previously deferred for years and will primarily address 
major structural issues, removal of deadwood, and pruning lower branches for clearance.  
 

f. Urban Forestry is working on two sub-awards. One with Pacific Education Institute for 
education and outreach which will build on the prior program with the Spokane Public School 
district and On-Track Academy. It will provide continuing education for teachers to learn 
about trees and teachers to provide tree related programs in their classes. Students will be 
available to help with plantings and it will also provide momentum and support for plantings 
at schools and neighborhoods that want to plant trees.  
 
The second with Downtown Spokane Partnership (DSP) for a downtown specific program. In 
addition to offering free trees to downtown property owners arborist oversight will be provided 
through the new pilot program. DSP will provide education and outreach to property owners 
and property managers and will reach out to them to resolve issues with trees and assist with 
watering of trees where needed. UF will invest in a DSP employee to assist them in 
becoming a certified arborist so they can help with small tasks and possibly tree 
replacements downtown. UF is also proposing a cost share program for maintenance that 
DSP would help administer.   
 

2. Beetle Management Update – Katie Kosanke 
Katie shared a Beetle Management update. 

Beetle damage from three pests (Ips Borer, Western pine beetle, and Red Turpentine beetle) is 
being seen more frequently. Urban Forestry is monitoring and watching for signs and symptoms 
to help keep trees healthy. UF has consulted with a Washington DNR Entomologist to confirm 
beetles and get expert advice. Dead trees affected by beetles and trees that show beetle 
damage are being removed in several parks and at several golf courses. Neighborhood 



notifications have been provided through various channels and UF will be placing signs in areas 
where trees are being removed to explain that the trees must be removed to reduce further 
spread. Treatment options for beetles are being explored including chemical treatments and 
other treatment methods such as luring beetles and using pheromone packets. Some treatment 
options being worked on are in the process of being approved but it is a slow process. To help 
manage the beetle issues removals are being done as quick as possible and the wood being 
disposed of. UF currently pays to dispose of the wood and is in talks with the Spokane 
Conservation District to see if they may want the wood and have a method to kill the beetles. 
Replacement trees will be planted in some areas depending on the level of impact.   

 
 

Standing Report Items: 
1. Citizen Advisory Report – Kris Neely 

Two positions open on the UFCAC (Commercial Representative and Downtown Spokane 
Partnership Representative).   

 
2. Urban Forestry Monthly Update – Katie Kosanke 

a. Urban Forestry participated in the SCC career fair. UF frequently hires seasonal candidates 
from their program and is exploring having more apprentices.  

b. Urban Forestry participated in the Conservation Forestry Field Day. Several apprentices 
were provided to work with the UF crew. They gained beneficial experience and were able to 
assist with project work and tree removals.    

c. The downtown pilot program launched, and free trees are being provided to downtown 
property owners.  

d. The American Forest will highlight the grant program, and the article will be featured 
nationwide.  

e. UF crew are completing removals and will soon be transitioning to fall planting.  

f. Two new seasonals are being hired to work on the crew.  

g. Fall plantings will begin soon. 

h. The first annual Tree Trot Fun Run is Saturday October 4th. Sponsors donated funds to assist 
with event costs and 100% of registration fees will go directly to the fund for the Nature 
Based Playground. UF will have a concept design of the Nature Based Playground, provided 
by Parks Planning, on display at the event for participants to see. UF is planning to expand 
the run in future years.  

i. Fall Leaf Festival – The Fall Leaf Festival is Saturday October 18th at Finch Arboretum. 

j. Tree Ribbon Cutting - There will be a ribbon cutting at On-Track Academy for the outdoor 
forest project on Tuesday October 14th at 10 a.m. 

k. A SpoCanopy planting will be on Wednesday October 15th. 

l. Steve Nittolo with Urban Forestry is coordinating more tree plantings at Downriver Golf 
Course and is working with Angel Spell on native planting events. One native planting event 



will be at Polly Judd Park on October 11th, and one will be at Riverfront Park on November 
1st. Information on these two native planting events will be on the Facebook page.  

m. Many new and replacement trees will be planted throughout the park system.

n. A ribbon cutting for the reopening of the Touch and See Trail will take place once the plaques
for the trail are received.

3. Urban Forestry Financial Report – Katie Kosanke
Katie presented the August financial report. Urban Forestry is under budget, and it was noted
that the grant is off setting some of the typical operating expenses.

Other Discussion Items: None 

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 

The next regularly scheduled meeting is 4:15 p.m. November 4, 2025. 



Pine Bark Beetle 
Management

Fall 2025

Return to minutes



About the Pests..
 Ips Borer

 Western pine beetle

 Red Turpentine beetle

 Native beetles

 Extra generations (during longer, hotter years)

 Very cold winter weather can help reduce populations

 Drought conditions

 Stressed trees



2025 Areas of Impact
 Audubon (earlier in the year, dead trees have all been removed)

 Coeur d’Alene Park (20+)

 Hamblen Park (12+)

 Manito Park (20+)

 Downriver Disc Golf Course area

 Golf Courses (Downriver and Indian Canyon Primarily)

 Smaller numbers throughout the Parks System



Management
 Monitoring

 Routine Inspecting

 Scope of Works / Work Scheduling with crew (and/or contractors)

 Consult with WA DNR Entomologist

 Neighborhood Notifications

 Blog Posts

 Informational signage at Parks

 Neighborhood Council notifications

 Neighborhood Council meeting(s)



Management
 Swift Removals

 Dispose of wood ($)

 Plant Replacement Trees

Other:

 Explore chemical treatments

 Explore other treatment methods such as luring beetles (with
Entomologist oversight)

 Evaluate any proposed projects near trees, especially pines,
monitor watering, and limit watering changes etc.

Photo Credit Seattle Tree Care
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