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City of Spokane Park Board
Urban Forestry Tree Committee Meeting

Tuesday, March 5, 2019, 4:15 p.m. — 5:45 p.m.
Willow Room, Woodland Center

CREATION QOhn A. Finch Arboretum

Katie Kosanke - Urban Forester

&

Committee Members: Parks Staff: Guest(s):

AE Chase, Rick — Chair Spell, Angel MacKerrow, Nancy
X Ogden, Jennifer Kosanke, Katie

X Kohlhauff, Tim

X Cash, Kevin

X Anderson, Bob - Alternate

SUMMARY

Katie Kosanke reviewed a Draft of proposed revisions to the Urban Forestry Ordinance. The
revisions are purposed to strengthen verbiage pertaining to the benefits of trees and to promote
restoration, preservation, and establishment of trees, as well as set goals for increased urban
forest canopy cover.

Tim Kohlhauff shared information covered in the Citizen Advisory Committee meeting, which
included review of the Urban Forestry Ordinance revisions, a report from Joe Zubaly regarding
Downtown Spokane Partnership (DSP) involvement with tree care in the downtown core, and
rescheduling the next Citizen Advisory Committee meeting to be held on March 26th rather than
April 2nd, due to schedule conflicts.

The monthly update, presented by Katie Kosanke, included upcoming projects; SpoCanopy street
tree-plantings, tree seedling plantings along High Drive bluff, and the Maple Street Gateway
“Living Wall”. In addition, fuel reduction tree work has been completed at upper Lincoln Park
(22.5 acres) and Wyakin Park (11.8) by Urban Forestry staff and volunteers with the Washington
Conservation Corp.

Katie Kosanke presented the 2018 Year-end financial report, as the monthly report was not
available.



MINUTES

The meeting was called to order at 4:20 p.m. by Acting Chair, Jennifer Ogden.

Action Items:

None

Discussion ltems:

1.

Urban Forestry Ordinance Revisions

Katie distributed and reviewed a Draft of proposed revisions to the Urban Forestry Ordinance. In
addition to updating information, the revisions are purposed to strengthen verbiage pertaining to
the benefits of trees and to promote restoration, preservation, and establishment of trees, as well
as set goals for increased urban forest canopy cover. Angel explained the layers of process for
ordinance changes and time involved to complete this process, expressing appreciation for the
cooperation by those involved in the progression of these changes.

Standing Report Items:

1.

Citizen Advisory Committee Report

Tim shared information covered in the Citizen Advisory Committee meeting, which included review
of the Urban Forestry Ordinance revisions, and a report from Joe Zubaly regarding Downtown
Spokane Partnership (DSP) involvement with tree care in the downtown core. There’s expressed
interest by the DSP, but currently there’s no adequate mechanism in place by which to do so.
Angel shared that she’s currently working with several entities for partnership in order to provide
such a mechanism. In addition, Tim announced that due to schedule conflicts, the next CAC
meeting will be held on March 26th rather than April 2nd.

Urban Forestry Monthly Update

Katie’s monthly update included training of Parks personnel in shrub pruning by our Lead Arborist,
Urban Forestry staff partnering with the Washington Conservation Corp. to complete fuel
reduction work at upper Lincoln Park (22.5 acres) and Wyakin Park (11.8 acres), SpoCanopy
projects in process for spring planting of street trees, an upcoming seedling planting project along
the High Drive bluff, and Urban Forestry’s involvement in recommending plant species for an
Urban Planning project that will provide a “Living Wall” trellis near the Maple Street gateway.

Urban Forestry Financial Report

Katie presented the 2018 year-end financial report, which reflected Urban Forestry in good
standing.

Meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

The next regularly scheduled meeting is April 2, 2019, 4:15 p.m., at Finch Arboretum in the Woodland
Center’s Willow Room.
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