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Spokane Parks and Recreation Division 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The City of Spokane Parks and Recreation Division 
acquires, operates, enhances, and protects a diverse 
system of parks, boulevards, parkways, Urban Forest, 
golf courses, recreational, cultural, historical and open 
space areas for the enjoyment and enrichment of all. 
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Spokane Park Board 
Purpose and Goals 

Purpose and Goals:  City Charter Article V: To oversee the maintenance and operations of 

the City Parks and Recreation programs. The goals of the group would be summarized to 

provide the best Parks and Recreation programs available to the City of Spokane with the 

funding available. This would include the preservation of the existing City parks, and the 

management of City park lands to keep them serving the needs of the public today, and to 

plan for parks which will be available for future City of Spokane growth. The goal of the 

Spokane Parks and Recreation Division is to provide quality recreational opportunities for all 

ages. The Park Board also oversees the operation of four municipal golf courses, and the 

goal of these is to provide quality golf at reasonable costs to the residents of Spokane and 

their visitors.  

Term of Membership: Five Years 

Qualities Exemplifying Membership: Those active in community organizations and groups 

who have a broad knowledge of the recreation needs and interests of the City residents. 

Along with being an active person, individuals should have some management experience so 

that they can summarize staff reports and make decisions involving recreational programs, 

parks and horticultural maintenance, commercial attractions, golf operations, and budgetary 

decisions.  

Regular meetings: 3:30 p.m. once per month (second Thursday of every month), City

Council Chambers – City Hall (808 W. Spokane Falls Blvd.).  

Additional Time Required: Two to three hours per month for Park Board subcommittee 

meetings. 

Operating Policies: City Charter Article V. The Spokane Park Board is a semi-autonomous 

group who actually make policy decisions and these can be embarrassing to the City and the 

City Council if they are not well thought out and implemented properly.  
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BYLAWS OF THE PARK BOARD 

of the 

City of Spokane, Washington 

Reference: City Charter Article V, Section 44, Park Board Organization -"The Park Board shall 

have the power to make Bylaws and Rules for the conduct of business." 

We, the members of the Park Board of the City of Spokane, State of Washington, do 

hereby publish and declare the following Bylaws of the Board:  

Section 1. Definitions. 

1. The City of Spokane Park Board: "shall consist of ten electors of the City of Spokane,

who shall be appointed by the council, and one member of the council to be designated

by the council." (City of Spokane Charter §41)

2. Park Board Member: A person who has been nominated by the Mayor and appointed by

the City Council.

3. Financial Report: An annual report of all receipts and expenditures, and of all other

business transacted by the Park Board. This report shall be furnished to the City Council.

(City of Spokane Charter §45)

Section 2. Regular Meetings. 

1. The regular meetings of the Park Board shall be held at 3:30 p.m. on the second Thursday

of each month in the City Council Chambers in City Hall and shall be conducted

generally following Robert's Rules of Order.

2. Except for executive sessions, all Park Board meetings are open to the public. Meetings

may be canceled or rescheduled by the President or by majority vote of the Board. If a

regular meeting is to be canceled or rescheduled, it shall be given pursuant to the Open

Public Meetings Act (RCW Ch. 42.30).
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3. The public may address the Park Board during scheduled meetings. The President may

prescribe, on a case-by-case basis, procedures for public testimony as necessary to

maintain order.

Section 3. Special Meetings. 

1. Special meetings may be called, canceled, or rescheduled by the President whenever

he/she deems the same expedient and/or shall be called whenever three Park Board

members shall request the same in writing. Any measure adopted by six affirmative votes

at a special meeting shall have the same effect as if adopted at a regular meeting. Special

meetings are open to the public.

2. The date, hour and place of the special meetings shall be set by the President; notice of

special meetings shall be given consistent with the Open Public Meetings Act (RCW Ch.

42.30).  If a special meeting is to be canceled, notice should be given by posting on the

door of the place where the special meeting was scheduled to have been held and on the

City website where notices of meetings are regularly posted.

Section 4. Annual Meetings. 

1. The annual meeting shall be held at the regular February meeting of the Park Board.

Parks and Recreation Division staff shall present a Financial Report at the Annual

Meeting.

Section 5. Quorum and Voting of Park Board. 

1. Six members shall constitute a quorum for conducting business for the Park Board. In

case there is no quorum present on a day set for a regular, continued, or special meeting,

the Park Board members present may adjourn until a quorum is obtained or may adjourn

said meeting specifying the time and place to which the meeting matter was continued.
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Six affirmative votes shall be necessary to adopt any measure in a regular, continued or 

special meeting. 

2. Voting shall be by voice unless a show of hands is called for by the President or a Board

Member. Minutes shall record the number of yeas and nays and the names of any

members abstaining. Any member may ask that his or her vote be recorded by name. Any

member may ask that votes be recorded by name. Any member may abstain or recuse

from the voting after stating the basis for abstention or recusal. Such basis shall be placed

on the record.

CONDUCT OF BUSINESS 

Section 6. Scheduling Business. 

1. Business to be transacted at any regular or special meeting shall be scheduled by the

Secretary or designee subjected to order of the President. The Secretary or designee shall

prepare, transmit to Park Board members, release to news media, and give official notice

of business to be considered in the normal administration of business at the Park Board

meetings, provided the consideration of all or any one item of business shall be subjected

to cancellation or rescheduling to another meeting of the Park Board by order of the

President or by the Park Board.

Section 7. Chairing Meetings. 

1. Meetings shall be called to order by the President, or in the President’s absence, by the

Vice President, or in the anticipated absence of both, the President or the Park Board

shall designate a member of the Park Board to preside. In the event a person to preside

has not been named, the Secretary shall call the meeting to order and the Park Board
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members present may, by general consent, select a President pro-tem. Meetings may be 

adjourned by majority vote of the Park Board members present or by order of the 

President if there are no objections from Board members. 

Section 8. Minutes. 

1. The Secretary or designee shall prepare official minutes of the meetings containing the

actions of the Park Board as a substantive account of proceedings. A record of the Park

Board members present and absent shall be entered in the minutes of the meeting.

Minutes shall be signed by the Secretary and placed on public record. Minutes may be

approved by the Park Board without reading at Park Board meetings unless such reading

is requested by a member of the Park Board. Correction of typographical errors in signed

minutes may be made by the Secretary. Correction of substantive records in signed

minutes may be made by majority vote of the Park Board.

2. All regular meetings and special meetings of the Park Board may be recorded, provided

such shall not be deemed the official minutes and the absence of such recording due to

mechanical failure or other cause shall not invalidate the actions taken at such meetings.

Remarks and other volunteer statements from the public, present but not recognized by

the Chair and which may have been recorded, will not be considered as part of the

transcript. Any interested party may listen to a recording or read written minutes on file

pursuant to the Washington State Public Records Act (RCW Ch. 42.56). Recordings will

not normally be transcribed except by order of the Park Board or the Director of Parks

and Recreation.

Section 9. Order of Business. 

1. At a regular meeting, the order of business shall be as follows unless otherwise ordered

by the President or as amended by the majority vote of the Park Board:
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AGENDA 

1. Roll Call

2. Minutes of the previous Park Board meeting and Study Session notes

3. Additions or Deletions to the Agenda

4. Special Guests

5. Claims

6. Financial Report and Budget Update

7. Special Discussion/ Action Items

8. Committee Reports - Action Items

Golf Committee

Land Committee

Recreation Committee

Riverfront Park Committee

Finance Committee

Urban Forestry Tree Committee

Bylaws Committee

9. Reports

Park Board President

Liaison Reports

Director's Report

10. Correspondence

11. Public Comments

12. Adjournment
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Next Committee meeting dates 

Next Park Board meeting dates 

Section 10. Executive Sessions. 

1. Executive sessions may be held as allowed by the Open Public Meetings Act (RCW Ch.

42.30). No action or minutes shall be taken in executive sessions. Executive sessions may

be held at any time during a regular or special meeting.

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 

Section 11. Officers. 

1. At its regular February meeting of each year, the Park Board shall elect a President and

Vice President from its members, but in case of failure to elect at the time specified, the

election shall take place at a subsequent meeting without delay, and the President and

Vice President shall continue to serve until replaced by election of the Board. The

Secretary of the Park Board shall be the Director of Parks and Recreation unless another

person is elected by the Park Board.

2. The President and Vice President shall hold their respective offices until the first regular

meeting in February of the next year after election, and/or until their successors are

elected.

3. The President, Vice President, and Secretary shall perform the duties prescribed by law,

these rules, and such other duties as the Park Board may prescribe.

4. In the event of the vacancy in the office of President, Vice President or Secretary, the

Park Board shall elect an interim President, Vice President or Secretary to serve until the

next regular election.

Section 12. Nominations. 
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1. At the regular meeting in January, the President shall appoint an ad hoc committee of

four (4) other Park Board members to serve as the Nomination Committee to recommend

nominees for the office of Park Board President, Vice President and Secretary. In making

such nominations, the Committee shall take into consideration, among other matters, the

length of service on the Park Board of the member being considered for election to an

office. No voting member of the Park Board shall serve more than two consecutive terms

in any office of the Park Board unless said member receives the unanimous consent of

the entire membership of the Park Board.

Section 13. Duties of the President. 

The duties and powers of the President shall be as follows: 

1. To perform duties prescribed by law and all duties properly mandated by such office, and

such other duties as the Park Board may prescribe.

2. To preside over the meetings of the Park Board.

3. To call special meetings and executive sessions of the Park Board within the limits of

state law.

4. To set the agenda and change the order of business.

5. To set the place, date and time of special meetings, pursuant to the Open Public Meeting

Act (RCW Ch. 42.30).

6. To vote on any matter that may come before the Park Board for consideration with the

exception of a request for abstention or recusal.

7. To prepare and sign all official recommendations or documents duly adopted by the Park

Board.

8. To assign members of the Park Board to standing and existing ad hoc committees before

March 15 of each year with the advice and consent of the Park Board. The President shall
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name one member of each committee as the Chair of that committee. These new Chair 

assignments will begin at the April committee meetings. Ad hoc committees of the Park 

Board will be appointed, as needed, by the President with the advice and consent of the 

Park Board. 

9. To rule on procedure where no direct rule had been adopted by the Park Board. In so

doing, the President shall be guided by Robert's Rules of Order.

10. To notify the Mayor in writing of any vacancy or pending vacancy on the Park Board.

11. To assign members of the Park Board to an ad hoc Park Board Nomination Committee

which shall recommend a minimum of two (2) Park Board candidates per vacancy to the

Mayor for City Council appointment.

12. To have the same rights and privileges as all other Park Board members.

13. To send a letter of interest to the Mayor for all Park Board members seeking

reappointment.

Section 14. Duties of the Vice President. 

The duties and powers of the Vice President shall be as follows: 

1. The Vice President shall act in the absence of the President at any meeting, and when the

President is unavailable, all duties of the office of President or as a member or any

committee of which the President may be a member, shall temporarily fall upon the Vice

President.

Section 15. Duties of the Secretary. 

The duties of the Secretary shall be as follows: 

1. The Secretary shall perform the duties required by law and all duties properly mandated

by such office.

2. The Secretary shall attend meetings of the Park Board and meetings of its committee,

where requested.
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3. The Secretary shall keep a true and accurate record in substance of the proceedings of the

Park Board, and shall have charge and custodian of all the Park Board books, documents,

records, minutes and papers.

4. The Secretary shall handle correspondence of the Park Board, including responses to

inquiries and provide correspondence copies to all Park Board members.

5. The Secretary shall prepare agendas and schedule business on regular Park Board

meetings, with the approval of the Park Board President, and transmit a tentative notice

of business to Park Board members in advance of the meeting, and provide legal notice of

public hearings as required by law.

6. The Secretary may delegate these duties as appropriate and necessary for their

accomplishment.

Section 16. Standing Committees. 

1. The standing committees of the Park Board shall be:

Finance

Land

Recreation

Golf

Riverfront Park

Urban Forestry Tree

Bylaws

2. Unless otherwise ordered by the Park Board all standing committees shall consist of a

minimum of three (3) Park Board members, except the Urban Forestry Tree Committee

which shall consist of two (2) Park Board members and three (3) citizens pursuant to

Spokane Municipal Code (SMC 04.28.030).
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3. The Board may reclassify, add to, or change the number of standing committees by

adopting changes to the Park Board Bylaws.

4. The Board President may appoint ad hoc committees for specific purposes and length of

time.

5. Committees should be transmitted a notice of tentative business 48 hours prior to the time

of said Committee meeting.

6. The agenda of a regular meeting may contain business not on the advance notice,

consistent with the Open Public Meetings Act (RCW Ch. 42.30). Special meetings may

only contain matters noted in the final agenda notice consistent with the Open Public

Meetings Act (RCW Ch. 42.30).

7. Upon agreement of the majority of the committee members present, any matter listed on

the advance notice for a regular committee meeting may be submitted for a vote by that

committee, whether or not designated as an action item on the advance notice.

Section 17. Duties of Committees. 

1. Committees are advisory to the Park Board and shall serve the Park Board acting as fact

finders to provide information and make recommendation to the Park Board.

Recommendations to the Park Board will be submitted by a majority of committee

members present at the committee meeting. Votes or other actions taken by committees

shall not be deemed as official actions of the Park Board but rather as recommendations

to the Park Board. Only members appointed to a committee or an alternate substituting

for a committee member may vote at any committee meeting. Any Park Board member

attending the committee meeting may be designated by the Chair as an alternate for an

absent committee member.
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2. Committees shall have the authority to task the Director of Parks and Recreation to

provide information upon a majority vote of committee members present.

3. The Chair of each committee shall consult with the Director of Parks and Recreation, or

the designee, to establish the agenda of the meetings.

4. In the event the Committee Chair is not present at a meeting, the committee, by

consensus, shall select a Chair pro tem.

5. Committee Chairs may allow public participation in matters coming before the

committee as time permits.

6. Committee Chairs, or their designees, shall present committee information,

recommendations and minutes to the full Park Board at the regular monthly Park Board

meeting.

7. Committee Chairs can make, second and vote on motions brought before the Committee,

and shall have the same rights and privileges as all other Committee members.

8. All monthly Committee meetings will take place before the corresponding monthly

meeting of the full Park Board.

Section 18. Administration. 

1. The administration of the Spokane Parks and Recreation Division is the responsibility of

the Director of Parks and Recreation.

2. The Director of Parks and Recreation will assign lead staff to support each committee.

Section 19. Functions of the Director of Parks and Recreation. 

1. The Director of Parks and Recreation, or a designee, is the chief executive officer of the

Park Board. The director is also an employee under the direct supervision of the Mayor.

2. The Director of Parks and Recreation is responsible for carrying out all policies or rules

and regulations established by the Park Board.
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3. All individuals employed in the Parks and Recreation Division report directly to, and are

responsible to, the Director of Parks and Recreation.

4. The Director of Parks and Recreation shall make such rules, develop an administrative

organization, and give such instructions to Parks and Recreation Division employees as

may be necessary to make policies of the Park Board effective. The Director of Parks and

Recreation may delegate authority for actions to subordinates.

5. The Director of Parks and Recreation should be present at all meetings of the Park Board,

except when matters pertaining to the Director's employment are being considered or

when requested by the Park Board President not to be present.

6. The Director of Parks and Recreation shall be responsible for preparing and submitting to

the Park Board a budget for the ensuing fiscal year, for Park Board approval. The

Director shall develop the Parks and Recreation Division budget working with the Park

Board Finance Committee.

7. The Director of Parks and Recreation shall be responsible for preparing and submitting to

the Park Board a monthly and an annual report on the operation of the Park and

Recreation Division, and additional information as requested by the President or by

consensus of the Park Board.

8. The Director of Parks and Recreation shall keep a continuous inventory of all property,

furniture, material and supplies of the Park and Recreation Division.

9. The Director of Parks and Recreation shall draw all requisitions against the budget of the

City Parks and Recreation Division, handle funds of the Park Board, and shall keep

proper record of expenditures and funds available.

10. As the Park Board's professional advisor, the Director of Parks and Recreation is

expected to keep abreast of technical advances, and Park and Recreation techniques, to
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participate in professional Parks and Recreation organizations, and to attend conventions 

and meetings of said organizations as approved by the Park Board. 

11. The Director shall provide a Parks and Recreation Division orientation for new Park

Board members, and new members shall read and sign the Duties and Responsibilities

form, attached to these Bylaws.

Section 20. Employment of Park Director. 

1. Employment of the Park Director shall be in accordance with City Charter Article IV

Administration of City Affairs, §24, ¶1.

Section 21. Adoption and Amendment of Rules, Bylaws and Policies. 

1. Proposed new Rules, Bylaws and Fiscal Policies, and proposed changes in existing Rules,

Bylaws and Fiscal Policies will be presented in writing for reading and discussion. Unless

it is deemed by the Park Board that immediate action would be in the best interest of the

Park Board, the final vote for adoption shall take place not earlier than the next

succeeding regular or special Park Board meeting.

2. If immediate action on a proposed Rule, Bylaw or Fiscal Policy is necessary, the motion

for its adoption shall provide that immediate adoption is in the best interest of the Park

Board. No further action is required. All new Rules, Bylaws or amended Fiscal Policies

shall become effective upon adoption unless a specific effective date is provided in the

motion for adoption.

3. Rules, Bylaws and Fiscal Policies as adopted or amended shall be made a part of the

minutes of the meeting at which action was taken.

Section 22. Adoption. 
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SPOKANE PARK BOARD 

MEMBER DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES FORM 

Congratulations on your nomination to the Spokane Park Board. We hope you find your term 

on the Board rewarding. The Park Board is one of the most demanding and fulfilling board 

appointments in the City of Spokane. For this reason, we ask that you review and acknowledge 

the following “Member Duties and Responsibilities.” Knowing these duties and responsibilities 

will ensure that you are aware of your commitments to the Board and the expectations 

associated with your membership on the Spokane Park Board. 

A. The Spokane City Charter: Your appointment to the Park Board is pursuant to

Article V of the Spokane City Charter. In accepting your appointment, you are

presumed to have read Article V in its entirety and learned from it the scope of the

Board’s responsibilities. While not exhaustive, the following highlights some of

the key provisions of the Charter relating to the Board’s responsibilities:

 Complete control over expenditures from the Spokane Park Fund and 

expenditures from related park funds, such as the Golf Fund and Urban 

Forestry Fund: Typically this means an overall annual operating budget in 

excess of $20 million, plus additional expenditures related to capital bond 

projects. The scope of this budget alone demands that members devote 

considerable time outside the regular meetings and committee meetings, so as 

to stay informed of Board activities. 

 The formulation and adoption of rules and regulations relating to Spokane Parks 

and Recreation facilities: By Charter the Park Board establishes policies and rules 
relating to park facilities, such as the Tobacco-Free Zones, sets pricing and fees 

for a variety of park facilities, etc. 

 Regular attendance at the required monthly and special meetings of the Spokane 

Board: Each Board member is expected to attend regular and special meetings of 

the Board, unless excused in advance by the President. The Spokane Park Board 

is scheduled for the second Thursday of each month at 3:30 p.m. unless 

otherwise posted. As a matter of practice, any absence is deemed excused so 

long as the President or Secretary is alerted in advance to your absence. There is 

no recent memory of a Board member being formally admonished for unexcused 

absenteeism, but it should be understood that continual absences may prompt the 

President to declare your absences unexcused, and three unexcused absences 

constitute grounds for removal from the Board. 

B. Park Board Bylaws: By Charter the Board is authorized to adopt bylaws relating to

governance of the Board and its committees. The Bylaws were last revised and

adopted January 2018, and are included in this Park Board Toolkit. By signing this

form you acknowledge that you have read the Bylaws and understand them. A

brief overview of these rules follows:
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There are seven Standing Committees of the Park Board. With Board consent, the 

President annually assigns Board members to committees and designates the chairs of 

those committees. Board members typically are assigned to at least three committees, 

and often serve as chair of at least one of those committees. Committees meet once per 

month, typically one to two weeks before the regular Park Board meeting. Depending on 

a given agenda item for the committee, Board members can expect to spend as much as 

one hour or more reviewing materials related to committee meetings and up to two hours 

at the committee meeting. Average monthly time commitment, excluding special Park 

Board meetings, ad hoc committees and special events, is 11-12 hours. 

C. Additional Board member responsibilities include:

   New board members participate in an orientation provided by the director of Parks 

and Recreation, and the Board President. This is about a two-hour, one-time only 

meeting. 

   Board members are called upon to attend additional special Parks and Recreation 

special events. A special event might include a site visit, a dedication event, public 

meetings, etc.  These events are typically one hour long and will occur about two to 

three times a year. 

D. Acknowledgement: As Respect to the Spokane Park Board, as a member of the Spokane

Park Board, I acknowledge:

 I have read and understand the Member of the Board duties and responsibilities; 

 I am responsible, collectively and with my fellow Board members, for 
ensuring effective governance, stewardship and strategic direction of the 

Spokane Parks and Recreation, and the Spokane Park Board; 

 I understand and accept the time commitment involved as a Board member of 

the Spokane Park Board; 

 I generally accept the duties and responsibilities of a Board member; 

In signing this document, I understand that no rigid standards of 

measurement and achievement are being formed. 

Signature 
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Printed Name 

Date Signed: 

Dates of Term:  

Form Updated:   January 2019 
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City of Spokane Charter 
Article V:  Parks and Park Board 

Section 41: Park Board – How Created 

A park board is hereby created which shall consist of ten electors of the City of 

Spokane, who shall be appointed by the council, and one member of the council to be 

designated by the council. The council shall have power to remove any member for 

cause and to fill vacancies on the board. 

Effective Date: March 25, 2009  

Ordinance C34385 Section 27  

Section 42: Park Board – Term of Office 

The term of office of the ten appointed members shall be five years. Members shall be 

limited to two terms. Less than a half term shall not constitute a term should an 

individual be appointed to fill the unexpired term of one, who for any reason, does not 

serve his or her entire five-year term. The term of office of two members shall expire 

each year on the first Tuesday of February at 12:00 noon. 

Effective Date: March 25, 2009  

Ordinance C34385 Section 28  

Section 43: Park Board – Removal From 

It shall be the duty of the council to remove from office any member who, after due 

notice of the meetings of the board, shall be absent therefrom, without leave, for three 

successive months. 

Effective Date: 1910 

Section 44: Park Board – Organization 

A. On the second Tuesday of February of each year the board shall elect a president and a vice

president from its members, and a secretary, who may, or may not, be a member of the

board.

B. Six members of the board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, and six

affirmative votes shall be necessary to adopt or carry any measure. The board shall have

regular public meetings at least once a month, at their regular place of meeting.

C. The board shall have the power to make bylaws and rules for the conduct of business.

Effective Date: March 25, 2009 

Ordinance C34385 Section 29  
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Section 45: Park Board – Accounts and Reports – Annual Statements 

The board shall keep books of account and records of all its transactions. The board, at 

the end of each month and at the end of each fiscal year, shall furnish to the council a 

detailed report of receipts and expenditures and a statement of all other business 

transacted, which shall be maintained by the park department. All records, books, and 

files of the board shall be open to public inspection. 

Effective Date: March 25, 2009  

Ordinance C34385 Section 30  

Section 46: Park Board – Compensation 

No member of the board, except the secretary, shall receive any compensation. The 

compensation of the secretary shall be fixed by the board. 

Effective Date: March 25, 2009  

Ordinance C34385 Section 31  

Section 47: Office of Park Board 

The office of the park board shall be located in a suitable location as determined by the 

park board and approved by the mayor. 

Effective Date: March 25, 2009  

Ordinance C34385 Section 32  

Section 48: Park Board – Powers 

The park board shall have power: 

To lay out, establish, purchase, procure, accept, and have the care, management, 

control, and improvement of all parks and grounds used for park purposes, all 

boulevards, connecting parks and structures thereon, and all parkways, now or 

hereafter owned or controlled by the City whether within or without the city limits, and 

may designate them by name; 

To lay out, establish, and improve boulevards and parkways, and to designate as a 

boulevard or parkway any existing highway or part thereof, but the highway or part 

thereof so designated shall remain under the control of the council; 

To exercise supervision over all shade trees, shrubs, and plants of all kinds on or in the 

streets and public places of the City and over all resting places, water stations, 

playgrounds, and parade grounds; 

To make rules and regulations for the use of parks and provide for the enforcement of 

such rules and regulations; To prohibit or determine the place and manner of making 

excavations, and of placing or maintaining wires, pipes, poles, posts, masts and 

supports in parks or highways, and to compel the alteration or removal thereof at any 

time; 

To improve and adorn parks and park property and do all things necessary or proper to 

render the parks or other property of value to the public; 
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Section 48: Park Board – Powers (continued) 

To grant concessions, leases, and privileges under such restrictions and for such 

compensation as it shall prescribe, the revenue of which shall go into the park fund; 

provided that, no concession or privilege shall ever be granted for the sale of any 

intoxicating liquors in any public park, square, play or recreation ground, park drive, 

parkway or park boulevard of the City; and that no concession, lease, or privilege shall 

be granted for a period of more than three years unless approved by ordinance. Nor 

shall either the park board or the city council, after January 1, 1982, have the power to 

allow the use of any part of Riverfront Park then or thereafter dedicated to park 

purposes by sale, lease, rent, permit, license, or other assignment for permanent 

commercial purposes without the prior approval of the City voters given by a majority 

vote in a regular municipal election. Permanent commercial purposes shall not include 

commercial activities existing prior to January 1, 1982, nor any activities operated 

directly by the City of Spokane or the park board for fee, nor any activity not having a 

fixed location, nor shall it include any activities approved by the park board not to 

exceed thirty days and renewable for periods not exceeding thirty days. 

In no case shall the expenditure of the park board exceed the amount donated or 

appropriated for park purposes. 

Real and personal property may be granted, bequeathed, or devised to the City and 

accepted by the park board for park purposes or for the establishment or maintenance 

in parks of museums, zoological or other gardens, collections of natural history, 

observatories, buildings, fountains, monuments, statues, or other works of art upon the 

trust and conditions prescribed by the donors thereof; and all such property, together 

with the income and profits thereof, shall be under the exclusive control of the park 

board. All property acquired by the park board shall be in the name of the City. 

Neither the park board nor the city council shall have the power to sell or exchange any 

existing park or portion thereof without the prior approval of the electorate given by a 

majority vote at the next ensuing general municipal election or special municipal 

election, as the case may be. 

Effective Date: November 1987  

Ordinance C28870 Section 1  

Section 49: Condemnation for Park Purposes 

A. If the board shall be unable to purchase at a satisfactory price any lands or other property for

park purposes or be unable to make a satisfactory arrangement as to compensation, the

council, upon notice given by the board, shall condemn the same at the expense of the park

fund.

B. Any property desired for park purposes in which any member of the park board or council

may be interested shall be acquired by condemnation proceedings. The petition for

condemnation shall set forth the interest of such member.

Effective Date: 1910 
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Section 50: Annual Budget for Support of Parks 

The city council shall provide in the park fund each fiscal year sufficient funds in order to 

maintain the parks, park systems, and related activities, and to provide for the expenses 

authorized by this article. Such allocation shall be sufficient in amount and shall be a 

sum that represents no less than eight per centum of the general fund expenditures of 

the last completed fiscal year. The funds so established may be reduced or otherwise 

adjusted by the city council only insofar as the total adopted general fund budget is 

reduced because of the insufficiency of revenues and in direct proportion to the 

reduction of the general fund budget. The funds so provided shall be used for the 

support of the parks and recreation department and shall be under the control of the 

park board. 

Effective Date: November 1983  

Ordinance C27101 Section 1  

Section 51: Disbursement of Park Funds 

All taxes levied for park purposes, as provided in this Charter, all moneys realized from 

the sale of park bonds, all moneys appropriated by the council for park purposes or 

received by the park board from any other source shall be turned into and kept in a fund 

designated the park fund and be deemed appropriated and shall be used exclusively for 

the purposes set forth in this article, and shall be expended upon the order of such 

officer or officers of the park board as may be selected by it for that purpose by 

resolution; copies of such resolution, duly certified, shall be filed with the accounting 

director. Said moneys shall be paid out by the treasurer upon warrants, checks, drafts, 

notes, or other order of the City of Spokane signed by the authorized city staff. 

Effective Date: March 25, 2009  

Ordinance C34385 Section 33  
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Spokane Municipal Code 

Spokane Municipal Code Monday, October 19, 2009 - 2:00 PM 

Title 04 Administrative Agencies and Procedures 

Chapter 04.11 Park Board 

Section 04.11.010 Authority 

A. The park board has authority, consistent with the charter and ordinances of Spokane, to adopt, promulgate and enforce rules
and regulations respecting the management, control and use of all public squares and parks, park drives, parkways, boulevards,
play and recreation grounds and facilities, including the fixing and collecting of fees, rents and  charges.

B. While the city treasurer is the custodian of the park fund, the director of parks and recreation and the park board, respectively,
have the authority over the park fund that the mayor and city council have over all other funds and may expend the park fund in
accordance with its appropriations. The monthly and annual reports called for by Charter Section 45 will continue to be made to
the city council.

Date Passed: Monday, March 26, 2007 

Recodification ORD 03995 Section 1 

http://www.spokanecity.org/services/documents/smc/print/default.aspx 10/19/2009 

Page 1 of 1 
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Spokane Park Board 
September 2019 – February 2020
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Sumner, Nick – President

nsumner@spokanecity.org 
2020 



Ogden, Jennifer – Vice President 
jmogden@spokanecity.org

2021 Chair 

Barb Richey
brichey@spokanecity.org 

2020 Chair 
 

PF 

Greta Gilman 
ggilman@spokanecity.org 2023 Chair 

 

Bob Anderson
banderson@spokanecity.org 2022 

Sally Lodato 
slodato@spokanecity.org 2022  

Rick Chase 
rchase@spokanecity.org 2022



Gerry Sperling 
gsperling@spokanecity.org 2024



Jamie SiJohn 
jsijohn@spokanecity.org 2023 



Mike Fagan
mfagan@spokanecity.org N/A 


Council 

PF = Spokane Parks Foundation CF = Conservation Futures 

Revised: 09/10/2019



CF

Chair 

  Chair





 Alternate

   

 Chair



 Chair

Ted McGregor
tmcgregor@@spokanecity.org

2024


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Spokane Parks and Recreation
Administrative Team

Garrett Jones – Interim Director 363-5462
gjones@spokanecity.org

Jason Conley – Executive Officer 625-6211
jkconley@spokanecity.org 

Pamela Clarke – Director’s Administrative Support 625-6241
pclarke@spokanecity.org

Mark Buening – Budget/Finance Director 625-6544
mbuening@spokanecity.org

Jonathan Moog – Riverfront Park Director 625-6243
jmoog@spokanecity.org

Al Vorderbrueggen – Park Operations Director 363-5464
avorderbrueggen@spokanecity.org

Fianna Dickson – Communications Manager 625-6297
fdickson@spokanecity.org

Jennifer Papich – Recreation Director 363-5420
jpapich@spokanecity.org

Josh Oakes – Recreation Assistant Director 363-5407
joakes@spokanecity.org

Ryan Griffith –Parks and Recreation Manager 363-5414
rgriffith@spokanecity.org

Carl Strong – Park Operations Assistant Director 363-5415
cstrong@spokanecity.org 

Angel Spell – Assistant Director of Natural Resources 363-5495
aspell@spokanecity.org

Katie Kosanke- Urban Forester 363-5495
kkosanke@spokanecity.org

Steve Nittolo – Horticulture Supervisor 625-6692
snittolo@spokanecity.org 

Parks and Recreation Administration Office Phone 625-6241

Parks and Recreation Administration Office Fax Number 625-6205

Mailing address:
Spokane Parks and Recreation Division
808 W. Spokane Falls Blvd.
Fifth Floor - City Hall
Spokane, Washington 99201-3317

Website address:   my.spokanecity.org/parksrec/ Updated: July 8, 2019
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Parks and Recreation
Organizational Chart

Interim Director

Garrett Jones

Jason Conley

Park
Operations

Manito

Maintenance
Shop

Stores

Paved Trails

Al 
Vorderbrueggen Angel Spell

Recreation

Recreation
Programs

Corbin Art 
Center

Aquatics

Sports 
Complexes

Golf

Jennifer 
Papich

Parks
Planning

RFP 
Redevelopment

Capital 
Planning

Project Grants

Property 
Acquisition 

Surplus

Riverfront
Park

Events

Grounds

Concessions

Rides

Jonathan 
Moog

Budget &
Finance

Mark Buening

Marketing &
Communication

Fianna Dickson

Natural 
Resources

Soft Trails

Open Space

Urban Forestry

Executive Officer

Administration Departments Sections Updated: 08.21.2019
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2019 Park Board 
and Committee 
Meeting Schedule 

Urban Forestry Tree Committee 
Woodland Center, Finch Arboretum – 4:15 p.m. 

Lead – Katie Kosanke (363-5495) 
Administrative Support – Kay Bisaro (363-5494) 

 2019 Dates 
Jan. 1* July 30 
Feb. 5  Sept. 3 
March 5 Oct. 1  
April 2 Nov. 5 
April 30 Dec. 3  
June 4 Dec. 31* 

Committee Members 
Rick Chase – Chair 
Jennifer Ogden
Bob Anderson - Alternate
Matt Ugaldea 
Kevin Cash 

July 2 
* Canceled due to holiday.

Land Committee 
Woodland Center, Finch Arboretum – 3:30 p.m. (subject to change)

Lead – Al Vorderbrueggen (363-5464) 
Administrative Support – Cheryl Miller (363-5453) 

 2019 Dates 
Jan. 7
Feb. 6  
March 6 
April 3 
May 1  

Committee Members 
Greta Gilman - Chair 
Sally Lodato 
Jennifer Ogden 
Mike Fagan – Council Liaison 

June 5 

July 8
July 31 
Sept. 4 
Oct. 2  
Nov. 6 
Dec. 4  
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Recreation Committee 
Woodland Center, Finch Arboretum – 5:15 p.m. (subject to change)

Lead – Jennifer Papich (363-5420) 
Administrative Support – Kay Bisaro (363-5494) 

      2019 Dates 
Jan. 3  July 8
Feb. 7  July 31
March 7 Sept. 4
April 4 Oct. 2

Committee Members 
Sally Lodato – Chair 
Ted McGregor 
Greta Gilman 

May 2  Nov. 6
June 6 Dec. 4

Riverfront Park Committee 
Pavilion conference room, Riverfront Park – 8:05 a.m. 

Lead – Jonathan Moog (625-6243) 
Administrative Support – Rhett McCall (625-6617)

 2019 Dates Committee Members 
Jan. 7 July 8  Ted McGregor - Chair 
Feb. 11 Aug. 5  Rick Chase 
March 11 Sept. 9 Jennifer Ogden 
April 8 Oct. 7  Gerry Sperling  
May 6  Nov. 11 Jamie SiJohn 
June 10 Dec. 9  

Golf Committee 
Woodland Center, Finch Arboretum – 8 a.m. 

Lead – Mark Poirier (625-4653) 
Administrative Support – Kay Bisaro (363-5494) 

 2019 Dates 
Jan. 8 July 9  
Feb. 12 Aug. 6  
March 12 Sept. 10 

Committee Members 
Gerry Sperling - Chair
Bob Anderson
Rick Chase 
Barb RicheyApril 9 Oct. 8  

May 7  Nov. 12 
June 11 Dec. 10 
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Finance Committee 
Pavilion conference room, Riverfront Park  – 3 p.m. 

Lead – Mark Buening (625-6544)
Administrative Support – Pamela Clarke (625-6241)

 2019 Dates 
Jan. 8 July 9 
Feb. 12 Aug. 6 
March 12 Sept. 10 

Committee Members 
Bob Anderson - Chair 
Greta Gilman 
Gerry Sperling 
Jamie SiJohnApril 9 Oct. 8 

May 7 Nov. 12 
June 11 Dec. 10 

Park Board 
City Council Chambers – 3:30 p.m. 
Lead – Garrett Jones (363-5462)

Administrative Support – Pamela Clarke (625-6241)

 2019 Dates 
Jan. 10 July 11 
Feb. 14 Aug. 8 
March 14 Sept. 12 
April 11 Oct. 10 
May 9 Nov. 14 
June 13 Dec. 12 

Committee Members 
Nick Sumner – President 
Jennifer Ogden – Vice President
Garrett Jones – Secretary
Ted McGregor  
Rick Chase 
Greta Gilman 
Sally Lodato 
Gerry Sperling 
Jamie SiJohn  
Bob Anderson 
Barb Richey
Mike Fagan – Council Liaison 
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Park Board Study Session 
Meeting room location varies. Scheduled on an as-needed basis. 

Lead – Garrett Jones (363-5462) 
Administrative Support – Pamela Clarke (625-6241)

Park Board Members 
Nick Sumner – President 

Jennifer Ogden – Vice President
Garrett Jones – Secretary

Ted McGregor 
Rick Chase

Greta Gilman 
Sally Lodato 

Jennifer Ogden 
Gerry Sperling 
Jamie SiJohn 

Bob Anderson 
Barb Richey

Mike Fagan – Council Liaison 
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Spokane Park Board and 
Committee Meeting Calendar 

 

January  2019 
Sun Mon Fri Sat 

1
Wed 

2 3
R

Thu 

ecreation Committee – 4 p.m. 
4 5

6 7
RFP Committee – 8:05 a.m.

Land Committee  – 3 p.m.

8
Golf Committee – 8 a.m.

Finance Committee – 3 p.m. 

9 10  
Park Board – 3:30 p.m. 

11  12  

13  14  15  16  17  18  19  

20  21  22  23  24  25  26  

27  28  29  30  31  Note: The CAC and the Urban 
Forestry Tree Committee will 
not meet  Jan. 1. Land will meet 
Jan. 7 rather than Jan. 2 

Tue 

New Year's Day 
City Hall closed

Martin Luther King Day
City Hall closed
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Spokane Park Board and 
Committee Meeting Calendar 

 

February  2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2

3 4 5 Urban Forestry
CAC - 3 p.m.

Urban Forestry Tree 
Committee - 4:15 p.m. 

6
Land Committee - 3 p.m. 

7
Recreation Committee - 4 p.m.

8 9

10  11  
RFP Committee - 8:05 a.m. 

12 
Golf Committee - 8 a.m.

Finance Committee - 3 p.m.

13  14  
Park Board - 3:30 p.m.

15  16  

17  18  19  20  21  22  23  

24  25  26  27  28  
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Spokane Park Board and 
Committee Meeting Calendar 

 

March  2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2

3 4 5 6
Land Committee - 3 p.m. 

7
Recreation Committee - 5 p.m.

8 9

10  11  
RFP Committee - 8:05 a.m. 

13  14  
Park Board - 3:30 p.m. 

15  16  

17  18  19  20  21  22  23  

24  25  26  27  28  29  30  

31  

Urban Forestry 
CAC - 3 p.m.

Urban Forestry Tree 
Committee - 4:15 p.m. 

12
Golf Committee - 8 a.m. 

Finance Committee - 3 p.m.
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Spokane Park Board and 
Committee Meeting Calendar 

 

April  2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3
Land Committee - 3 p.m. 

4
Recreation Committee - 5 p.m.

5 6

7 8
RFP Committee - 8:05 a.m. 

9
Golf Committee - 8 a.m.

Finance Committee - 3  p.m.

10  11  
Park Board - 3:30 p.m. 

12  13  

14  15  16  17  18  19  20  

21  22  23  24  25  26  27  

28  29  30 

Urban Forestry
CAC - 3 p.m.

Urban Forestry Tree 
Committee - 4:15 p.m. 

Urban Forestry
CAC - 3 p.m.

Urban Forestry Tree 
Committee - 4:15 p.m. 
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Spokane Park Board and 
Committee Meeting Calendar 

 

May  2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Fri Sat 

1
Land Committee - 3 p.m. 

2
R

Thu 

ecreation Committee - 5 p.m. 
3 4

5 6
RFP Committee - 8:05 a.m. 

7
Golf Committee - 8 a.m.

Finance Committee - 3 p.m.

8 9
Park Board - 3:30p.m. 

10  11  

12  13  14  15  16  17  18  

19  20  21  22  23  24  25  

26  27  28  29  30  31  

Memorial Day
City Hall closed
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Spokane Park Board and 
Committee Meeting Calendar 

June  2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1

2 3 4 5
Land Committee - 3 p.m. 

6
Recreation Committee - 5 p.m.

7 8

9 10  
RFP Committee - 8:05 a.m. 

11 
 Golf Committee - 8 a.m. 

 Finance Committee - 3 p.m.

12  13  
Park Board - 3:30 p.m. 

14  15  

16  17  18  19  20  21  22  

23  24  25  26  27  28  29  

30  

Urban Forestry
CAC - 3 p.m.

Urban Forestry Tree 
Committee - 4:15 p.m. 
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Spokane Park Board and 
Committee Meeting Calendar 

 

July  2019 
Sun Mon Tue Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 Urban Forestry
CAC - 3 p.m.

Urban Forestry Tree 
Committee - 4:15 p.m. 

Wed 
3 4 5 6

7 8
RFP Committee – 8:05 a.m. 

9 
Golf Committee – 8 a.m.

Finance Committee – 3 p.m. 

10  11  
Park Board – 3:30 p.m. 

12  13  

14  15  16  17  18  19  20  

21  22  23  24  25  26  27  

28  29  Urban Forestry
CAC - 3 p.m.

Urban Forestry Tree 
Committee - 4:15 p.m. 

31 
Land Committee – 3:30 
p.m.

Recreation Committee - 
5:15 p.m. 

Note: The July 3 Land and July 4 Recreation 
committee meetings will be rescheduled due to the 
holiday. 

Independence Day
City Hall closed

30 

Return to Table of Contents



Spokane Park Board and 
Committee Meeting Calendar 

 

August  2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Fri Sat 

1 2 3

4 5
RFP Committee – 8:05 a.m. 

6
Golf Committee – 8 a.m.

Finance Committee – 3 p.m. 

7 8
Park Board – 3:30 p.m. 

9 10  

11  12  13  14  15  16  17  

18  19  20  21  22  23  24  

25  26  27  28  29  30  31  
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Spokane Park Board and 
Committee Meeting Calendar 

 

September  2019 
Sun Mon Tue Fri Sat 

1 2 3 Urban Forestry
CAC - 3 p.m.

Urban Forestry Tree 
Committee - 4:15 p.m. 

Wed 
4 
Land Committee – 3:30 
p.m.

Recreation Committee – 
5:15 p.m.

5 6 7

8 9
RFP Committee – 8:05 a.m. 

10 
Golf Committee – 8 a.m.

Finance Committee – 3 p.m. 

11  12  
Park Board – 3:30 p.m. 

13  14  

15  16  17  18  19  20  21  

22  23  24  25  26  27  28  

29  30  

Labor Day
City Hall closed
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Spokane Park Board and 
Committee Meeting Calendar 

 

October  2019 
Sun Mon Tue Fri Sat 

1 Urban Forestry
CAC - 3 p.m.

Urban Forestry Tree 
Committee - 4:15 p.m. 

Wed 
2 
Land Committee – 3:30 
p.m.

Recreation Committee – 
5:15 p.m. 

3 4 5

6 7
RFP Committee – 8:05 a.m. 

8 
Golf Committee – 8 a.m.

Finance Committee – 3 p.m. 

9 10  
Park Board – 3:30 p.m. 

11  12  

13  14  15  16  17  18  19  

20  21  22  23  24  25  26  

27  28  29  30  31  
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Spokane Park Board and 
Committee Meeting Calendar 

 

November  2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2

3 4 5 Urban Forestry
CAC - 3 p.m.

Urban Forestry Tree 
Committee - 4:15 p.m. 

6 
Land Committee – 3:30 
p.m.

Recreation Committee – 
5:15 p.m. 

7 8 9

10  11  
RFP Committee – 8:05 a.m. 

12 
Golf Committee – 8 a.m.

Finance Committee – 3 p.m. 

13  14  
Park Board – 3:30 p.m. 

15  16  

17  18  19  20  21  22  23  

24  25  26  27  28  29  30  

Thanksgiving Day 
City Hall closed

Thanksgiving Day holiday
City Hall closed
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Spokane Park Board and 
Committee Meeting Calendar 

December  2019 
Sun Mon Tue Fri Sat 

1 2 3 Urban Forestry
CAC - 3 p.m.

Urban Forestry Tree 
Committee - 4:15 p.m. 

Wed 
4 
Land Committee – 3:30 
p.m.

Recreation Committee – 
5:15 p.m. 

5 6 7

8 9
RFP Committee – 8:05 a.m. 

10 
Golf Committee – 8 a.m.

Finance Committee – 3 p.m. 

11  12  
Park Board – 3:30 p.m. 

13  14  

15  16  17  18  19  20  21  

22  23  24  25  26  27  28  

29  30  

Christmas Day 
City Hall closed

Note: The Urban Forestry Tree Committee and the Urban Forestry 
CAC will not meet Dec. 31 due to the holiday.

31
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2020 Park Board 
and Committee 
Meeting Schedule 

Urban Forestry Tree Committee 
Woodland Center, Finch Arboretum – 4:15 p.m. 

Lead – Katie Kosanke (363-5495) 
Administrative Support – Kay Bisaro (363-5494) 

 2020 Meeting Dates Committee Members 
Dec. 31, 2019* June 30 Rick Chase – Chair 
Feb. 4  Aug. 4  Jennifer Ogden 
March 3 Sept. 1 Bob Anderson - Alternate 
March 31 Sept. 29 Matt Ugaldea 
May 5  Nov. 3 Kevin Cash 
June 2 Dec. 1  
*Meeting canceled due to holiday.

Land Committee 
Woodland Center, Finch Arboretum – 3:30 p.m. (subject to change)

Lead – Al Vorderbrueggen (363-5464) 
Administrative Support – Cheryl Miller (363-5453) 

 2020 Meeting Dates Committee Members 
Jan.* July 1  Greta Gilman - Chair 
Feb. 5  Aug. 5  Sally Lodato 
March 4 Sept. 2 Jennifer Ogden 
April 1 Sept. 30 Mike Fagan – Council Liaison 
May 6  Nov. 4 
June 3 Dec. 2  
*January meeting details to be determined.
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Recreation Committee 
Woodland Center, Finch Arboretum – 5:15 p.m. (subject to change) 

Lead – Jennifer Papich (363-5420) 
Administrative Support – Kay Bisaro (363-5494) 

 2020 Meeting Dates  Committee Members 
Feb. 5  Aug. 5  Sally Lodato - Chair 
March 4 Sept. 2 Ted McGregor 
April 1 Sept. 30 Greta Gilman 
May 6  Nov. 4 
June 3 Dec. 2  
July 1 

Riverfront Park Committee 
Pavilion conference room, Riverfront Park  – 8:05 a.m. 

Lead – Jonathan Moog (625-6243) 
Administrative Support – Rhett McCall (625-6617) 

 2020 Meeting Dates Committee Members 
Jan. 6 July 6  Ted McGregor - Chair 
Feb. 10 Aug. 10 Rick Chase 
March 9 Sept. 8 Jennifer Ogden 
April 6 Oct. 5  Gerry Sperling 
May 11 Nov. 9 Jamie SiJohn 
June 8 Dec. 7  

Golf Committee 
Woodland Center, Finch Arboretum – 8 a.m. 

Lead – Mike Poirier (625-4653) 
Administrative Support – Kay Bisaro (363-5494) 

 2020 Meeting Dates 
Jan. 7 July 7  
Feb. 11 Aug. 11 
March 10 Sept. 8 
April 7 Oct. 6  
May 12 Nov. 10 

Committee Members 
Gerry Sperling - Chair 
Rick Chase  
Bob Anderson 
Barb Richey 

June 9 Dec. 8 
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Finance Committee 
Pavilion conference room, Riverfront Park  – 3 p.m. 

Lead – Mark Buening (625-6544) 
Administrative Support – Pamela Clarke (625-6241) 

 2020 Meeting Dates Committee Members 
Jan. 7 July 7 Bob Anderson - Chair 
Feb. 11 Aug. 11 Greta Gilman 
March 10 Sept. 8 Gerry Sperling 
April 7 Oct. 6 Jamie SiJohn 
May 12 Nov. 10 
June 9 Dec. 8 

Bylaws Committee 
Meeting room location varies. Scheduled on an as-needed basis. 

Administrative Support – Pamela Clarke (625-6241) 

Committee Members 
Jennifer Ogden – Chair 

Nick Sumner 
Sally Lodato 

Joint Arts Committee 
Meeting room location varies. Scheduled on an as-needed basis. 

Lead – Garrett Jones (363-5462)
Administrative Support – Pamela Clarke (625-6241) 

Committee Members 
Ted McGregor 
Jennifer Ogden 

Jamie SiJohn 
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Park Board 
City Council Chambers – 3:30 p.m. 
Lead – Garrett Jones (363-5462) 

 Administrative Support – Pamela Clarke (625-6241) 

 2020 Meeting Dates Committee Members 
Jan. 9 July 9 Nick Sumner – President 
Feb. 13 Aug. 13 Jennifer Ogden – Vice President 
March 12 Sept. 10 Garrett Jones – Secretary 
April 9 Oct. 8 Ted McGregor  
May 14 Nov. 12 Rick Chase  
June 11 Dec. 10 Greta Gilman 

Sally Lodato 
Gerry Sperling 
Jamie SiJohn  
Bob Anderson 
Barb Richey 
Mike Fagan – Council Liaison 

Park Board Study Session 
Meeting room location varies. Scheduled on an as-needed basis. 

Lead – Garrett Jones (363-5462) 
 Administrative Support – Pamela Clarke (625-6241) 

Park Board Members 
Nick Sumner – President 

Jennifer Ogden – Vice President 
Garrett Jones – Secretary 

Ted McGregor 
Rick Chase  

Greta Gilman 
Sally Lodato 

Gerry Sperling 
Jamie SiJohn 

Bob Anderson 
Barb Richey 

Mike Fagan – Council Liaison 
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Spokane Park Board and
Committee Meeting Calendar

January  2020
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1
New Year’s Day – City Hall 
closed. 

2 3 4

5 6
Riverfront Park 
Committee – 8:05 a.m. 

7
Golf Committee – 8 a.m. 

Finance  

Committee – 3 p.m. 

8 9
 Park Board – 3:30 p.m. 

10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 Note: Due to the
holidays, the Dec. 31
UFTC and Jan. 1
Recreation committee
meetings are canceled,
and the January Land
Committee meeting details
will be determined.
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Spokane Park Board and
Committee Meeting Calendar

February  2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1

2 3 4
Urban Forestry Citizen  
Advisory Committee – 3 p.m. 

Urban Forestry Tree 
Committee – 4:15 p.m. 

5
Land Committee – 3:30 
p.m.

Recreation 

Committee – 5:15 p.m. 

6 7 8

9 10
Riverfront Park 
Committee – 8:05 a.m. 

11
Golf Committee – 8 a.m. 

Finance  

Committee – 3 p.m. 

12 13
Park Board – 3:30 p.m. 

14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29
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Spokane Park Board and
Committee Meeting Calendar

March  2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3
Urban Forestry Citizen  
Advisory Committee – 3 p.m. 

Urban Forestry Tree 
Committee – 4:15 p.m. 

4
Land Committee – 3:30 
p.m.

Recreation 
Committee – 5:15 p.m. 

5 6 7

8 9
Riverfront Park 
Committee – 8:05 a.m. 

10
Golf Committee – 8 a.m. 

Finance  

Committee – 3 p.m. 

11 12
Park Board – 3:30 p.m. 

13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31
Urban Forestry Citizen  
Advisory Committee – 3 p.m. 

Urban Forestry Tree 
Committee – 4:15 p.m. 
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Spokane Park Board and
Committee Meeting Calendar

April  2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1
Land Committee – 3:30 
p.m.

Recreation 
Committee – 5:15 p.m. 

2 3 4

5 6
Riverfront Park 
Committee – 8:05 a.m. 

7
Golf Committee – 8 a.m. 

Finance  

Committee – 3 p.m. 

8 9
Park Board – 3:30 p.m. 

10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30
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Spokane Park Board and
Committee Meeting Calendar

May  2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2

3 4 5
Urban Forestry Citizen  
Advisory Committee – 3 p.m. 

Urban Forestry Tree 
Committee – 4:15 p.m. 

6
Land Committee – 3:30 
p.m.

Recreation 
Committee – 5:15 p.m. 

7 8 9

10 11
Riverfront Park 
Committee – 8:05 a.m. 

12
Golf Committee – 8 a.m. 

Finance  

Committee – 3 p.m. 

13 14
Park Board – 3:30 p.m. 

15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31
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Spokane Park Board and
Committee Meeting Calendar

June  2020
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2
Urban Forestry Citizen  
Advisory Committee – 3 p.m. 

Urban Forestry Tree 
Committee – 4:15 p.m. 

3
Land Committee – 3:30 
p.m.

Recreation 
Committee – 5:15 p.m. 

4 5 6

7 8
Riverfront Park 
Committee – 8:05 a.m. 

9
Golf Committee – 8 a.m. 

Finance  

Committee – 3 p.m. 

10 11
Park Board – 3:30 p.m. 

12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30
Urban Forestry Citizen  
Advisory Committee – 3 p.m. 

Urban Forestry Tree 
Committee – 4:15 p.m. 
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Spokane Park Board and
Committee Meeting Calendar

July  2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1
Land Committee – 3:30 
p.m.

Recreation 
Committee – 5:15 p.m. 

2 3 4

5 6
Riverfront Park 
Committee – 8:05 a.m. 

7
Golf Committee – 8 a.m. 

Finance  

Committee – 3 p.m. 

8 9
Park Board – 3:30 p.m. 

10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31
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Spokane Park Board and
Committee Meeting Calendar

August  2020
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1

2 3 4
Urban Forestry Citizen  
Advisory Committee – 3 p.m. 

Urban Forestry Tree 
Committee – 4:15 p.m. 

5
Land Committee – 3:30 
p.m.

Recreation 
Committee – 5:15 p.m. 

6 7 8

9 10
Riverfront Park 
Committee – 8:05 a.m. 

11
Golf Committee – 8 a.m. 

Finance  

Committee – 3 p.m. 

12 13
Park Board – 3:30 p.m. 

14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31
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Spokane Park Board and
Committee Meeting Calendar

September  2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1
Urban Forestry Citizen  
Advisory Committee – 3 p.m. 

Urban Forestry Tree 
Committee – 4:15 p.m. 

2
Land Committee – 3:30 
p.m.

Recreation 
Committee – 5:15 p.m. 

3 4 5

6 7
Labor Day – City Hall 
closed. 

8
Golf Committee – 8 a.m. 

Riverfront Park Committee – 
10 a.m. 

Finance 

Committee – 3 p.m. 

9 10
Park Board – 3:30 p.m. 

11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29
Urban Forestry Citizen  
Advisory Committee – 3 p.m. 

Urban Forestry Tree 
Committee – 4:15 p.m. 

30
Land Committee – 3:30 
p.m.

Recreation 
Committee – 5:15 p.m. 
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Spokane Park Board and
Committee Meeting Calendar

October  2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3

4 5
Riverfront Park 
Committee – 8:05 a.m. 

6
Golf Committee – 8 a.m. 

Finance  

Committee – 3 p.m. 

7 8
Park Board – 3:30 p.m. 

9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
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Spokane Park Board and
Committee Meeting Calendar

November  2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3
Urban Forestry Citizen  
Advisory Committee – 3 p.m. 

Urban Forestry Tree 
Committee – 4:15 p.m. 

4
Land Committee – 3:30 
p.m.

Recreation 
Committee – 5:15 p.m. 

5 6 7

8 9
Riverfront Park 
Committee – 8:05 a.m. 

10
Golf Committee – 8 a.m. 

Finance  

Committee – 3 p.m. 

11 12
Park Board – 3:30 p.m. 

13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26
Thanksgiving Day – 
City Hall closed. 

27
Thanksgiving holiday – 
City Hall closed. 

28

29 30
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Spokane Park Board and
Committee Meeting Calendar

December  2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1
Urban Forestry Citizen  
Advisory Committee – 3 p.m. 

Urban Forestry Tree 
Committee – 4:15 p.m. 

2
Land Committee – 3:30 
p.m.

Recreation 
Committee – 5:15 p.m. 

3 4 5

6 7
Riverfront Park 
Committee – 8:05 a.m. 

8
Golf Committee – 8 a.m. 

Finance  

Committee – 3 p.m. 

9 10
Park Board – 3:30 p.m. 

11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25
Christmas Day – City 
Hall closed. 

26

27 28 29 30 31
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Meet Me 
Conference Bridge Instructions 
The Meet Me conference bridge allows up to 15 
people to dial into our meetings. This is primarily 
designed for Park Board members to remote into 
the Park Board committee meetings. If there are 
needs outside the regular Park Board 
Committee meetings, please call 625-6241 or
319-0842 for scheduling purposes.

Once the meeting organizer opens the bridge 
by calling 509.242.8422, individuals may call 
the same number to remote into the meeting.  

As soon as a Park Board member determines 
they would like to remote into a committee 
meeting, they may call the meeting organizer 
(the committee lead or their lead’s 
administrative support). Please see the Park 
Board and Committee meeting schedule for 
committee lead and administrative support 
contact information. 

The meeting organizer initiates or creates the bridge at the beginning of the 
meeting by dialing 509.242.8422. At any point during the meeting, the Park 
Board member may remote into the meeting by dialing the same number. 

Our hope is this call-in capability offers board members the opportunity to stay 
connected with all Park Board committee meetings. 
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SPOKANE PARK BOARD 

MEMBER DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES FORM 

Congratulations on your nomination to the Spokane Park Board. We hope you find your term 

on the Board rewarding. The Park Board is one of the most demanding and fulfilling board 

appointments in the City of Spokane. For this reason, we ask that you review and acknowledge 

the following “Member Duties and Responsibilities.” Knowing these duties and responsibilities 

will ensure that you are aware of your commitments to the Board and the expectations 

associated with your membership on the Spokane Park Board. 

A. The Spokane City Charter: Your appointment to the Park Board is pursuant to

Article V of the Spokane City Charter. In accepting your appointment, you are

presumed to have read Article V in its entirety and learned from it the scope of the

Board’s responsibilities. While not exhaustive, the following highlights some of

the key provisions of the Charter relating to the Board’s responsibilities:

 Complete control over expenditures from the Spokane Park Fund and 

expenditures from related park funds, such as the Golf Fund and Urban 

Forestry Fund: Typically this means an overall annual operating budget in 

excess of $20 million, plus additional expenditures related to capital bond 

projects. The scope of this budget alone demands that members devote 

considerable time outside the regular meetings and committee meetings, so as 

to stay informed of Board activities. 

 The formulation and adoption of rules and regulations relating to Spokane Parks 

and Recreation facilities: By Charter the Park Board establishes policies and rules 
relating to park facilities, such as the Tobacco-Free Zones, sets pricing and fees 

for a variety of park facilities, etc. 

 Regular attendance at the required monthly and special meetings of the Spokane 

Board: Each Board member is expected to attend regular and special meetings of 

the Board, unless excused in advance by the President. The Spokane Park Board 

is scheduled for the second Thursday of each month at 3:30 p.m. unless 

otherwise posted. As a matter of practice, any absence is deemed excused so 

long as the President or Secretary is alerted in advance to your absence. There is 

no recent memory of a Board member being formally admonished for unexcused 

absenteeism, but it should be understood that continual absences may prompt the 

President to declare your absences unexcused, and three unexcused absences 

constitute grounds for removal from the Board. 

B. Park Board Bylaws: By Charter the Board is authorized to adopt bylaws relating to

governance of the Board and its committees. The Bylaws were last revised and

adopted January 2018, and are included in this Park Board Toolkit. By signing this

form you acknowledge that you have read the Bylaws and understand them. A

brief overview of these rules follows:
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There are seven Standing Committees of the Park Board. With Board consent, the 

President annually assigns Board members to committees and designates the chairs of 

those committees. Board members typically are assigned to at least three committees, 

and often serve as chair of at least one of those committees. Committees meet once per 

month, typically one to two weeks before the regular Park Board meeting. Depending on 

a given agenda item for the committee, Board members can expect to spend as much as 

one hour or more reviewing materials related to committee meetings and up to two hours 

at the committee meeting. Average monthly time commitment, excluding special Park 

Board meetings, ad hoc committees and special events, is 11-12 hours. 

C. Additional Board member responsibilities include:

   New board members participate in an orientation provided by the director of Parks 

and Recreation, and the Board President. This is about a two-hour, one-time only 

meeting. 

   Board members are called upon to attend additional special Parks and Recreation 

special events. A special event might include a site visit, a dedication event, public 

meetings, etc.  These events are typically one hour long and will occur about two to 

three times a year. 

D. Acknowledgement: As Respect to the Spokane Park Board, as a member of the Spokane

Park Board, I acknowledge:

 I have read and understand the Member of the Board duties and responsibilities; 

 I am responsible, collectively and with my fellow Board members, for 
ensuring effective governance, stewardship and strategic direction of the 

Spokane Parks and Recreation, and the Spokane Park Board; 

 I understand and accept the time commitment involved as a Board member of 

the Spokane Park Board; 

 I generally accept the duties and responsibilities of a Board member; 

In signing this document, I understand that no rigid standards of 

measurement and achievement are being formed. 

Signature 



Printed Name 

Date Signed: 

Dates of Term:  

Form Updated:   January 2019 



Open Government Training 

The state attorney general recommends Open Government training for members of 
governing bodies, such as Park Board. Within 90 days of your appointment, please 
complete your training and submit your completion certificate to the Parks director or the 
director’s administrative assistant. 

It is recommended Park Board members complete Lessons 1-4, noted below. You have 
the option of videos or PowerPoint presentations for your training.  

Upon completion, please sign and return your enclosed certificate. We’ll then file your 
documentation of completion with City Clerks. 

Washington State Attorney General’s Training Resources 

Washington State Attorney General’s Office Open Government Training Web Page - 
http://www.atg.wa.gov/OpenGovernmentTraining.aspx 

• Lesson 1 is a general introductory overview.  It is offered to give background on
open government laws.

• Lessons 2 – 4 includes training that complies with ESB 5964 (RCW 42.56.150,
RCW 42.56.152 and RCW 42.30.205).

Member Resources 

• Washington Recreation and Park Association (WRPA) Annual
Conference/Membership
http://www.wrpatoday.org/

• National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) Annual Congress/Membership
http://www.nrpa.org/
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Emails and the Public Records Act (RCW 42.56) 

City emails are subject to disclosure under the Public Records Act. Attached is the 
City’s Administrative Policy and Procedure on “Emails.”  Please read it.  In particular, 
keep in mind Sections 5.2 and 5.3 of the policy. 

Prior to releasing emails which have been requested under a public records request, 
staff in the Office of the City Clerk review emails for any exempt information. When a 
portion of a requested email chain relates to the conduct of city business, City Clerk 
staff has an obligation to release the entire email chain even though portions of it may 
contain communications not relevant to the conduct of city business.  City Clerk staff 
redact any information that is found to be exempt. 

Park Board members are encouraged to only use their city provided email address for 
Board business and any other city-related communications so that any such emails may 
be captured on the City’s email server. If you request to have your city-related email 
communications sent to both your city and your personal email addresses, any email 
chains related to city business contained on both your personal electronic device(s) and 
the city’s server are subject to disclosure, if requested under the Public Records Act. If a 
public records request is made for which you may be a named individual and you utilize 
personal electronic device(s) for city business, you will be required to search such 
personal device(s) for any responsive records.  In addition, you will be requested to 
complete an Affidavit of Adequate Search of your personal device(s) for responsive 
records, if any.   

In addition, we also want to advise that if your personal cell phone number or personal 
telephone number and/or home address information is referenced in an email chain 
related to City business, we are aware of no exemption that would allow us to redact 
this information (per case law). Again, we are unable to redact your personal cell phone 
number, personal telephone number, and/or home address information in this case as 
the particular email record is not typically maintained as part of your personnel file.  

If a current Park Board member’s emails are requested, we do attempt to notify the 
named individual in the request (via the City email address provided in Outlook) as a 
courtesy that their email has been requested.  However, we do not notify each and 
every person that may have communicated with the person whose email is being 
requested.  

To view additional City policies and procedures, visit the following 
link:  https://my.spokanecity.org/opendata/documents/policies/.  
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RECEIVED 

OCT O 3 2005 
CITY CLERK'S OFFICE 

SPOKANE, WA 

CITY OF SPOKANE ADM IN 0620-05-055 
ADMINISTRATIVE POLICY AND PROCEDURE 

TITLE: EMAIL 
EFFECTIVE DATE: February 1, 2002 
REVISION DATE: i::. vc 

1.0 GENERAL 

1.1 The purpose of this policy is to define individual and departmental 
responsibilities for the acquisition and use of the City's email 
system. 

1.2 TABLE OF CONTENTS 

SECTION 1 GENERAL 
SECTION 2 DEPARTMENTS/DIVISIONS AFFECTED 
SECTION 3 REFERENCES 
SECTION 4 DEFINITIONS 
SECTION 5 POLICY 
SECTION 6 PROCEDURE 
SECTION 7 RESPONSIBILITIES 
SECTION 8 APPENDICES 

2.0 DEPARTMENTS/DIVISIONS AFFECTED 

This policy shall apply to all City departments and divisions. 

3.0 REFERENCES 

RCW 42.17 (changed to RCW 42.56 effective July 1, 2006) 
RCW 40.14 

4.0 DEFINITIONS 

None 

5.0 POLICY 

5.1 Statement of Policy 
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5.1.1 It is the policy of the City of Spokane to encourage use of 
electronic communications, including e-mail, as a means of 
increasing employee productivity, thereby improving the 
quality of service to the citizens of Spokane, the productivity 
of the City workforce, and the overall cost effectiveness of 
City operations. Departments may adopt policies consistent 
with this policy. 

5.1.2 Electronic records, including e-mail messages, may be 
public records under Washington State's Public Disclosure 
Act (RCW 42.17) and the law governing preservation and 
destruction of public records (RCW 40.14 ). 

5.2 General Provisions 

5.2.1 The information contained in the City's email system is the 
property of the City and may be accessed by members of 
the public under various state or federal laws. Such data 
should be considered information available to the public. 
Consequently, information may be "opened", "read", or 
inspected by the City without notice and without employee 
permission. 

5.2.2 Those who use City electronic communications services are 
expected to do so responsibly, with professional courtesy 
and conduct, and to comply with State and Federal laws. 

5.2.3 Since e-mail is a business communications tool, all e-mail 
messages should be businesslike and professional in tone 
and content. Obscene, offensive, illegal, or unprofessional 
communica-tion through e-mail is prohibited. This includes, 
but is not limited to the following: 

a. Statement of a political nature. 

b. Obscene, profane, abusive, or threatening language 
or graphic representations except for legitimate 
business purposes. 

c. Statements or graphic representations that may be 
construed as harassing, discriminatory, or offensive 
by reference to race, national origin, gender, religion, 
age, disability, sexual orientation, or other legally 
protected status. 
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d. The reference to or discussion of any sexual acts, 
sexual relationships, dates, dating, personal 
relationships, or sexually related graphics. 

e. Communications that violate the personal privacy of, 
or disrespectful of, any individual. 

f. Information on union activity, unless approved by the 
Human Resources Director in advance or in 
accordance with appropriate department procedures. 

g. Communications in furtherance of any illegal activity, 
including, but not limited to, football pools and other 
forms of gambling. 

h. Conducting business transactions of any non-City 
enterprise, either profit or non-profit, or promulgating 
electronic literature from these activities. 

i. Jokes of any nature. 

5.2.4 Employees should check their e-mail regularly, respond to 
those messages that need to be responded to, move 
messages to personal folders for retention if required, and 
delete those messages that have been read and are no 
longer pertinent. 

5.2.5 Employees are allowed limited use of equipment and 
facilities to access the email system for purposes other than 
that directly or indirectly relate to the activities of the City 
under the following but not limited to conditions: 

a. The use causes no additional cost to the City of 
Spokane. 

b. The equipment being utilized is normally utilized by 
the employee, and there is no disruption/disturbance 
to another employee's work area. 

c. Time spent processing personal email does not 
negatively impact the employee's ability to do his/her 
job. 

d. Use of the equipment does not disrupt other City 
functions. 
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e. Use does not violate any other City policy. 

5.3 Confidentiality of Information 

5.3.1 Electronic mail is not confidential and is nearly always a 
public record. Electronic mail should not be used for the 
transmission of truly confidential matters. Employees should 
be mindful that electronic mail may be retrieved even after 
being "deleted". 

5.3.2 System administrators and managers may inspect, monitor, 
and disclose electronic communications as necessary to 
comply with state and federal law and City policy. 

5.3.3 Under the state public records law, electronic data are 
treated the same as paper data. Such electronic data are 
considered public documents and are nearly always subject 
to inspection by members of the public. Exceptions to the 
law, however, apply to electronic communications under the 
same conditions as paper data. At the time that the City is in 
receipt of a valid request for individual email messages, the 
system administrator will block access to the requested files 
and copy them to a separate directory for legal review prior 
to release. Employees whose electronic files have been 
'requested will be notified, if possible, before disclosure to 
the requesting party. For requests of information from the 
Police or Fire Departments, the appropriate Chief will also be 
notified before disclosure. 

5.4 Retention 

5.4.1 User email, stored in the lnbox on the City maintained email 
server, will be stored for a period of thirty days (one month). 
No more than one hundred megabytes will be stored on the 
City maintained email server at any given time for any user. 
Mail stored in personal folders will be backed up nightly and 
stored on a City maintained file server. It is the policy of the 
City of Spokane to restrict message size (including 
attachments) to ten megabytes. 

6.0 PROCEDURE 

None 
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7.0 RESPONSIBILITIES 

The Human Resources Department, in cooperation with the Management 
Information Services Department, is responsible for administering this 
policy. 

8.0 APPENDICES 

None 

APPROVED BY: 

... 

9-25-05 
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N early all Spokane's many beautiful parks and parkways were first conceived by a legendary firm
in park design and urban planning: the Olmsted Brothers, Landscape Architects, of Brookline,
Massachusetts, of New York's Central Park fame. In 1907, Aubrey L. White (1868-1948), the first

president of the young city's new Park Board, was determined to make Spokane into a model of modern
park planning. White discovered that John Charles Olmsted (1852-1920) was making trips out west to
oversee other projects in the Northwest, so convinced Olmsted to make stopovers in Spokane. On these trips
Olmsted and his associates roamed the city's bluffs, river gorge, and forests. His firm issued a report in 1908
proposing an ambitious plan that called for four massive new parks, five smaller local parks, 11 playfields,
numerous parkways, and major improvements to 10 existing parks. Many of these recommendations were
put into effect following the passage of a $1 million bond issue in 1910. By 1913, the city had multiplied its
park acreage tenfold. Today, many of Spokane' best-known public spaces, including the Finch Arboretum,
High Bridge Park, and Downriver Park, owe their existence to the Olmsted report. Even pre-existing parks,
including Manito Park, owe much of their aesthetic appeal to Olmsted suggestions. Olmsted even foresaw
that the city would one day reclaim the downtown riverfront, which became Riverfront Park in 1974. A
century after the report was drafted, Spokane' park planners and civic activists still look to the Olmsted
Report for guidance.

Urban Beauty

The Olmsted Brothers, Landscape Architects, were the most famous urban planners in America at a time
when the term "urban planner" hadn't even been invented. Frederick Law Olmsted Sr. (1822-1903) was
responsible for New York's Central Park, the U.S. Capitol Grounds, and the famous Chicago World's
Columbian Exposition in 1893.

He died in 1903, but his firm carried on under his son, Frederick Law Olmsted Jr., and his nephew, John
Charles Olmsted. The cousins, who were also stepbrothers, became famous in their own right for
championing the City Beautiful movement, dedicated to urban planning and beautification.

In 1907, the youthful Spokane was ripe for beautification. Aubrey L. White, the president of the city's new
Park Board, was filled with enthusiasm for the City Beautiful movement, and he also felt a sense of urgency.

Olmsted Parks in Spokane

By Jim Kershner
Posted 7/18/2007

HistoryLink.org Essay 8218
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Because Spokane was growing so fast, he felt that the city had to act immediately if it were to acquire
parkland cheaply and avoid the mistakes of the big cities back east.

He knew the Olmsteds were designing projects in Seattle and Portland, so he hired the firm to stop off in
Spokane to prepare a report for the city.

The Visit and the Report

Over several visits in 1907 and 1908, White accompanied John Charles Olmsted or his associate, James
Frederick Dawson, all over the city -- to the river gorge, to Manito Park, to Indian Canyon, to Corbin Park.
Those two men took notes for their report, but they did more than that. According to local historian John
Fahey, White paid Olmsted an extra $50 out of his own pocket to dispense as much verbal advice as he could
give. Olmsted and Dawson went back to their offices in Brookline, Massachusetts and prepared a
comprehensive report for what today seems an absurdly low price of $1,000.

The report began by expressing the basics of the Olmsted philosophy, which included several themes that
are evident in Spokane today. First, they believed that every home, from humble to grand, should be within
easy walking distance of a neighborhood park. A map of Spokane's current parks system shows parks dotted
almost perfectly evenly, north to south, east to west.

Second, they believed that the more parks, the better.

The Olmsteds believed that "city life ... has a decidedly depressing effect on the general health and stamina"
(Olmsted). The city dweller has to put up with noise, factories, crowds and constant bustle.

"Even to the well, this is tiring to the nerves," said the report. "But to those who are delicate, it often becomes
a torture. After all, it is to those whose nerves are tired -- and they are a large proportion of the dwellers in a
city -- that the parks are most immediately beneficial" (Olmsted).

So they recommended at least 20 new parks, in addition to the 10 already in existence. 

They also believed that a great deal of parkland should be left natural and undeveloped, especially large
parks on the edges of the city. The report said that large "reservations of country scenery" become more and
more necessary as cities grow. Large, natural parks "offer inducements for the people to walk reasonable
distances amid agreeable, nerve-resting surroundings" (Olmsted).

Today, Spokane holds huge swaths of parkland that are essentially wild, including Palisades Park, on the
city's western rimrocks and Hangman Park, between High Drive and Latah Creek.

Spokane's Olmsted Parks

The report had many specific recommendations, including four new, large parks:

Gorge Park -- Covering the banks of the Spokane River downstream from the falls all the way to the
Natatorium Park site, at the approximate spot where Boone Street would intersect the river. The
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Olmsteds recognized early that this gorge "is a tremendous feature of the landscape and one which is
rarer in a large city than river, lake, bay or mountain" (Olmsted). The railroad-jammed downtown
riverfront, above the falls, was not part of the Olmsted plan, but only because, as the Olmsteds dryly
noted, it had "already been partially 'improved,' as one might ironically say, but it is questionable
whether any considerable proportion of the community is proud of most of those improvements"
(Olmsted). Yet they predicted that the city would someday come to its senses and reclaim the area.
Upriver Park -- A huge area on both banks of the Spokane River beginning at about Havana and
extending east.
Downriver Park -- The river gorge downstream from Natatorium Park, mostly on the river's north bank.
Latah Park -- A huge swath of land from the mouth of Latah Creek upstream to the present Creek at
Qualchan Golf Course, including the bluff between High Drive and the creek.

The Olmsted Report also called for a number of new, somewhat smaller "local parks," including:

Rockwood Park -- Near Rockwood Boulevard and Southeast Boulevard.
Queen Anne Park -- In a ravine west of Latah Creek and below Garden Springs.
Ravine Park -- Extending along both sides of a steep ravine high above the confluence of Latah Creek
and the Spokane River.
West Heights Park -- On the wooded heights high above Greenwood Cemetery.
Eastside Park -- Along the Spokane River, from about Freya Street upstream to Upriver Park.

Then the report recommended a whopping 11 playfields, scattered evenly about the city, including Logan,
Lidgerwood, Sinto, Underhill, and Hays playfields.

"There is no question but that the land in the playfields will be worth all its cost to the present generation,
who will pay for it, even if it is only graded and smoothed to enable the boys to play ball upon it," said the
report (Olmsted).

Olmsted-Recommended Improvements

The Olmsted Report also had detailed recommendations for improving the city's existing parks, including:

Manito Park -- Expand the park, put in playfields, make better aesthetic use of the dramatic rock ledges,
and lose (as soon as possible) the zoo.
Corbin Park -- Add a pretty shelter house in the center, tennis courts, playgrounds and winding
walkways.
Adams Park (soon renamed Cannon Hill Park) -- Create a willow-shaded pond, a curved drive, a little
brook, a rock footbridge, and a shelter.
Liberty Park -- Add a lake, playfields and tennis courts.

The Olmsteds supplemented these suggestions with elegant drawings of several parks, notably Corbin,
Cannon Hill, and Liberty parks. The drawings are works of art in themselves.
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They also suggested a system of parkways, such as Upriver Parkway, Manito Boulevard, and Rockwood
Boulevard (the Olmsteds had been privately retained to design the entire Rockwood neighborhood). The
Olmsteds also made suggestions about Spokane's street design -- they were highly in favor of diagonal
boulevards such as Northwest Boulevard and Southeast Boulevard.

Aubrey White's Park Project

The report was submitted to the Park Board in 1908, with absolutely zero fanfare. White kept it quiet
because he was worried that landowners would jack up their prices if they knew about the report. White
proceeded to quietly acquire as much land as he could.

"He did things you could never do today," said Sally Reynolds, a Spokane historic preservation consultant
and an Olmsted authority. "He would put his own money down to hold land and hope to get repaid. And he
cajoled all of his influential friends to donate land as well" (Reynolds).

Yet to acquire the amount of land recommended by the Olmsteds -- an impressive 1,953 acres -- would
require serious money in the form of a bond issue. White and the other board members immediately floated
a $1 million bond issue, which eventually passed in 1910 by a margin of only 18 votes.

By 1913, when the Park Board finally released the Olmsted Report to the public, White proudly wrote that
the board had already "carried out the recommendations of the Olmsted Bros., and by purchase and
donation, have increased the public park area of Spokane from 173 acres to 1,934 acres."

Not every recommendation was carried out exactly. Some compromises were necessary due to the difficulty
of land acquisition and to the fact that the $1 million bond issue was reduced to $888,982 due to litigation.
Many other changes took place later as the city evolved over the decades.

Spokane's Parks Today

Yet a large proportion of Spokane's parks can be traced back to the Olmsteds's recommendations, although
now they are often known by different names. Here's how some of those Olmsted-recommended parks have
evolved up to the present:

 Gorge Park -- This area now consists of the 200-acre High Bridge Park and the Herbert M. Hamblen
Conservation Area.
Meanwhile, in the 1970s, the city did finally come to its senses in regards to its downtown riverfront.
The railroad tracks were ripped out and the area reclaimed as part of Expo '74 to become Riverfront
Park, one of the city's showcase parks.
Upriver Park -- The area south of the river was briefly made into Spokane's first public golf course,
Upriver Golf Course, but in 1916 was converted into Spokane's first airfield, now called Felts Field. The
part north of the river now includes the 147-acre Upriver Park Conservation Land, Camp Sekani Park
and Minnehaha Rocks.
Downriver Park -- This is now the 95-acre Downriver Park Conservation Land and Downriver Golf
Course.
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Latah Park -- Qualchan Hills Park and the Creek at Qualchan Golf Course now occupy large areas along
the creek. High Drive Parkway and the 292-acre undeveloped Hangman Park occupy the bluff areas
above.
Rockwood Park -- Is today the 51-acre Lincoln Park.
Queen Anne Park – Is today the 56-acre Finch Arboretum
Ravine Park -- Is today Indian Canyon Golf Course, the undeveloped 155-acre Indian Canyon Park and
part of High Bridge Park.
West Heights Park -- Is now the 464-acre Palisades Park, on the rimrocks above the city's west side.
Eastside Park -- It was never acquired, and Spokane Community College sits on part of that land.
However, land on or near the recommended site is now Upriver Drive Parkway, Minnehaha Park,
Esmeralda Golf Course, and part of the Centennial Trail.

Many of the playfields recommended by the report are still in existence today. Those include Hays, Logan
Peace, and Underhill parks. The two Lidgerwood playfields became Byrne Park and Glass Park. Sinto Park is
now Chief Garry Park.

Many of the parks that already existed in 1907 still retain evidence of the improvements suggested by the
Olmsteds:

Cannon Hill Park -- Now home to ducks, thanks to the pond designed by the Olmsteds. The rock bridge
over a second small wading pond now spans only grass. Yet this is the Spokane park that continues to
most clearly reflect the Olmsted aesthetic.
Liberty Park -- Became one of Spokane's prettiest parks; was later truncated by Interstate 90.
Corbin Park -- The original recommendation -- playfields, tennis courts, a bandstand -- was shot down
by neighbors who wanted a small, quiet "beauty spot." Olmsted drew a revised design with curved paths
and a never-installed central fountain and "mirror basin." The rest of the park retains a few Olmsted
touches.
Manito Park -- Although not designed by the Olmsteds, today's park incorporates many of their verbal
suggestions, including the curved drives and walkways. The Olmsted touch is also evident in the park's
stone buildings and gardens. Spokane's first park superintendent, John Duncan (who built  Duncan
Gardens, one of the park’s main attractions), gave Manito a distinct Olmsted-like flavor after he was
hired in 1910. He was an Olmsted devotee from Boston.

Spokane's Olmsted Legacy

So it is no exaggeration to say that the visits of Olmsted and Dawson changed the look of Spokane forever.
"It set the character of Spokane's parks -- and that character was unmistakable," said Taylor Bressler,
manager of planning and development of the city's Parks Department. "A lot of cities would take parks
where they could -- but this was a planned effort" (Bressler).

Even today, when planners and activists seek inspiration, they "still pick up that old Olmsted report," said
Reynolds (Reynolds). And for inspiration of another kind, thousands of people flock every day to the public
spaces of Spokane. The Olmsted legacy surrounds them.
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Entrance to Manito Park, Spokane, 1900s
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Duncan Gardens, Manito Park, Spokane, 1930s
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Manito Park, Spokane, 1900s

Postcard

Umatillas pose in Coeur d'Alene Park during National Indian Congress,
Spokane, 1926

Photo by Frank W. Guilbert, courtesy Northwest Museum of Art and Culture and
UW Special Collections (Neg. No. L97-13.50)

Sources: Olmsted Brothers Report, 1908, as printed in The Report of the Board of Park Commissioners, Spokane, Washington, 1891-1913;  John
Fahey, Jay P. Graves and His Times (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1994), 39-40, 90; J. William T. Youngs, The Fair and the Falls:
Spokane's Expo '74 (Cheney: Eastern Washington University Press), 89-91; Jim Kershner interview with Sally Reynolds, May 2007; Jim
Kershner interview with Taylor Bressler, May 2007; Jim Kershner, "Olmsted's Legacy as Close as Nearest City Park," The Spokesman-Review,
May 27, p. A-1.
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Rustic Bridge, Cannon Hill Park 

Rose Gardens, Corbin Park 

BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 

OLMSTED BROTHERS 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS. BROOKLINE. MASS. 

JOHN CHARLES OLMSTED. FREDERICK LAW OLMSTED. JR. 

ASSOCIATIE IHNIIIS 
JAMES FREDERICK DAWSON. PERCIVAL «.A.LUG.HER 

l.lr. A. L. White, President, 
Board of Park Commi,sioners, Spoknne, Wash. 

Dear Sir: 
At nrious times we have examined the City of Spokane with reference to its 

needs and opportunities in the matter of parks, and we now submit ou_r report 
on thjs sublecl. 

NEED OF PlJBLIC PABKS: 
We have no1ieed that the need of parks is not great'ly felt by the "ntat mass 

of cit-i%ens in a city ot tbla size, or at any rate it does not m11ulfest itself so pub· 
licly as to attract att nUon. It sbould uot be as!WDed, however. that the people 
do not need pa:rks because they fail to elo.mor for them. The fact is that the great 
m&ss of the people ai:e so engrossed in their dail.y work and domestic and social life 
that they do not feel the need of inquiring illto those additions to municipal activi­
ties !bat a study o! other municipalities would lead one to appreciat-e an.d to advo­
,·ate in t.his cit)'. In sanitary matters. some proi.ress h&s been made, yet, if we 
are t-0 judge by what nas beQJl done In more 11dvauced cities, additional provisions 
for the health of the mass of the citi•ens are needed. It is recogniud that pablic 
baths and public gymna~ia conduce greatly to the health, morality anci_ well being 
of the people. They are mninl-y sanitary. but whatever increases tho gener11,I bealtb 
o( the public also tends to improve the moralir;y of the public. 

It is well understood, by those who bave st11died the subject, that public pnrks, 
,.-bile ostensibly undertaken for the pleasure 'll"hich their beauty atrords the 1>eo· 
pie, are abo ..-ery important oids to the improvement and presen•ation of the health 
or the people. City IUe, with its coofu:lement during long bou_rs to litores, offices, 
fnctories and the like, has a decidedly depr~ssing effect on. the 1:eneul heal!JJ a11d 
stamina of the bread "·inners. E'<'en t'he bo,ne-lt.,..ping memben ot familieo lfring 
in the city are apt to be i;imilatly depreased. This comes about mainly from the 
lack of invigorating exe.rcise in 1be freah air. Con6nement and sed,mtary li(e tend 
to weaken the system to tbe point whore it yields to diseasn such as consu_mp· 
tion, heart failure, apoplexy and diseases of the digestive apparstus 4lld secretion· 
ary glands. Whnt is needed a& a counteractive is not stimulsnts, ..,.,hich ,iooner or 
later still !urtbi'r weaken the system. bnt exercise out-of-doors. 

Pa·rka constitnte one of the bes& me&ns of drawing people out-o(·doors. Motllers 
resort to parks with their little babies and children nnde.~ tbe school age, be.cause 
they can ao so 'll'ith II feeling ot safety and plea.sure. Snhool childre·n are art~acred 
to parks mainly for active pl11y. Young men cmd young women go to parks for 
tennis, baseboll. sociable wnll:ing together, or e'\'en for solitary enjoyment of rhe 
beauties of nature. It rerely is a sense n! duty that lead.~ young people to take 
exercise and lresb ai:r in lhe p11rks. but Iller get the e:cerclse and f:resb air inci ­
dentally to enjoying themseh·t>s. Older men and women dnd an inducement lo walk 
in th parks for g0lf or tennis or to watch others piny, or to see other visitors 
and their clot.bes aud horses, au.tnmobHes, a.;nd the like, or to study birch, flowers. 
nr otbn attrnctive de.tails of nature, or for tho more refined and artistic ullsfBc· 
tion to be derived from the oonte1Dpl11tion o! IJlndscape,,, and or the sky and clouds. 

Then, agnin, city life invoh·es II continual strain of the ners-H, through tbe 
need o( a'<'oiding dangers of the factory &Jld street and owing to tbe multitudinous 
harsh noises and the vivid at1d eye-ti.ring sights and th:rongh ha..-ini: to give atten· 
tion to •o ma.ny things and to talk t.o so many people. Even to t'he well, thia is 
tiring to tbc nerves, but to those wbo are delicate, it often becomes a torture. 
Arter A II, it is to those whose 11er.-es are tized-and Ibey are A h•~ite proportion 
of the dwellers in " cit;-th11t the p111::ks arc most hnmediatelr beneficial . 

LAB.GE PARKS: 
Wben we have gone more often and more deepJ3· into the enormous beueflt 

whinh parks arf to the 1lenlth of the people of the city, we come lo eealize not 
only the importance of ha;ing p:u-ks conveniently accessible, which is 11 very obvi­
ous l'equircmeot, but also the reoson why they should be luge. For those who 
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are going to play fi.-.ld games, the •port itself affords abundant exercise in th!' fre sh 
•fr. but rhe vnsl majority do n1>t cnre lO indulge iu these more or Ir s :•<ror no• 
gu!l.es. 'l'hey nr contcn~ to lo,,k on, or they want 1,0 sec r henr .•o~ethmg _el$e 
that i int re~1ini;- ·omething that th y don·~ ~ec e,• r r deir ot ~he,r hre:<. t hm('> 
espe iallr that will bear being seen frequ otly withoot losint: all Interest. All 
those w.bo wish to play b,u;eball want is a level field of a few acres. surrounde~. 
in cas oi m11tch gome3, by row~ o( benches a.nd " high fence1 llnd rboy wn.nt 1~ 
hand, to the st reet- c.~rs a.od to their homes. They d not parucuarly wn.nl a h11h 
mile 

0

0! walk through beautifu l gro,·es and meadow . Therefore, lrom t.heir pnint 
ol view. a bnsebnll field iu n small park con\"enieni!y siLuated is better Lhau ?n 
in the r emote part of a lsrg p11rk two or three mile f,:,,m the enlre of the c'!-"· 
The same hl)Jds iroc of many otb e-r recre11 tlon feHtures such as arc commonly rn • 
troduced into pnrks. 

But those who tnke pa.rt in field i::-ames nre n $mall minority. l'nrks ,. ,e f r 
the gre t e5l good of the i;-r 3lest nwnber. The i;-reatest good parks c;1n. do in t he 
d.ireclion of exercise tor the =~ of th e -ris-itors, is t-o oll'er lnducemeoL h,r thr 
peo_plo to walk r easonable d ist<tuces am d aneeable, nen·e·n•, ting 11u.r:roundings. 
I:n t bio. re pee l large parkJI oru much more worth wblJe. tha11 ~m. 11 p(l)'", becon•~ 
in them !be atlracti11n~ cnn be m~re nu,ner nn s and more .-aried nod CILD be so 
scattered as to lead to nerve-sootlling walks a.mid pleasin,: surrounclinp:s. The vi•· 
!tor need not eo the same Mtradion • each .-i~it. thou,rh mnuy of the intcrutini:: 
fea tures ,.. ill bear be:ini; seen at frequent in1erv1tl$. Al so. n hHge p11rk whi b i, 
wide and ~11ried in ropop,1.pby will offer s11,·ern l 3Jternnth·e ro u te,s to the more d is­
tan t features, thus n.Jiording ~nriety in the wnl ks. nnd o n~ rou te can ho difl'erent i· 
nltd f~om anoth r, not only ;,. 11<: •nm:~·. bn t in ·t •opneso. 10 lreclt1e,;s, n.nd «d~;,t:a• 
tion to llo t. sunny dn;s. when ~hnde i ~ n d idoruhun, or ht cool d:•>· , when_ t'hv 
sun is grateful, or to dull , clondy dnys, whl'o bright colored ·flower,, ~re e:~pec,a ll > 
good for their chc~r(ulnc s. 

But. aside from their dir •oi relation to public henlt b 1:ly indu ing tu exercise 
in the open nir, 0111lying lari:e pn rks are needed, in !'-dd!iion to conveniently .located. 
nu,rcrou.a =•II parks. In ord r to presc•·"• or provide land;;;:ape Cor 1he eo.J Oyn,enr 
of the people. Well -t •do people cn n i;o dorini: th e •nmme r tn <he lnkes and m()un · 
tains or lo beautiful country re5idenc s, amid wood~. fnrm$ nnd pasture . (or :, 
cbnn."e from the more a.nilieial a_nd ner,·e-tiriog ei~y liC , but, th maj11rity o! th,• 
people n11 bn rdly do thi$. 

So loog ns the m3 of the people ue li,•in~ in cottages on l:ir:;e lots, whh 
plent y or land. tam porarily •ncan t. scntl red all abou t Lbeni. 1h y do n. t -~ n,uch 
uJier Lrom not livinl! oui in Ille country in :summer : but this condition ,s rnp · 

id ly cba~ing:. so that large parks-wbid, ore in elfec~ r eservarions nr c untr)· sccn­
e_i·,•-enslh• r so rted to s often a.s d.esir ·•l. ,rre becoming; mon 3nd more necel!$nry 
Co~ the people who lis·e •II ,mminer in the city. 

It take n Jon~ time I r our people to learn to mnkl." full us~ ur IIH, br~e our· 
l~·in,; p 1rr.ks . Cter they hn,· them. T hi~ l<O~s 1, sho,,,. how difficnh ii. i.• fo r th <• 
m~jorih· to rettlize that t hei· ranll\• ne d lnl'J!:e pnTks. In ,ome lnrge c1t1es ..-he r 
the p eople Ju,,,e hsd large p

0

orks for se~ern I dccndcs, tbere iu-e ordiJi.nrily l~om 25,· 
000 lo 50.000 .-i !to·rs in t·he pnrk Q( a pl assnt summe r n(ternoon or ~,· en1Dg, aruJ 
!om 100.000 t <> ioo 000 or mo-re on plensan h11itl.ays . 'l'he 11eople nf such a <'Ir•· 
could 1101 br per•onded t sell its lar,:c parks nd xpGnd the money in p11btir 
squnreg or smnll parks. mn<ili as lhr~· ,,nto e theJ<e r,lmiln:r r tlel'Clttion ~ound~. Till' 
people oC thc , c cities. ,vhether 1hey rtttliz it •H nol. nre really in 1 ... ..-. wit'h rh 
hrnds cnpe of their lnrge park~. The; find in the breadth and extent or he cent'T; 
in the lal"g'e p:irk , 11 pleasure nod uti~fndion, a re><Hu.lness for the oer.-e~. and n 
onl-insp iring qu3llt,y, which they do not r,xpericnce t-o anythin_ like th e .,mm d,,. 

lfl'CC in n flllall 11nrk. 
We tberelore deem It our first duw to urge you.r Bo rd to secure the land 

(or sHeuJ hn:i;c park,; u . oou :ts 1oay 
0

be. so tb::.t tb cu:isting oppor tun iti~s for 
pr~servin i;- !,e311li<ul nn tu.rnl lands ape, Mm·,mient ly ncoe.."-Sib lc b,· tbc moss of the 
p oplt!. mny not be lost by the ;pr 3d o( ~ubdh· i<'ion~ nnd ci\)' irnpro,· meltl~. 
FOUR LARGE PARKS RECOMMENDED: 

The Clt.r o! Spokane hns rcnwrkablo npportt1niLie.• (;Jr pres•n ·ini: l>i,; nn•l 
r.rikingly p1oturesque land~cape feat\J_r e.s for its pnrkR. I'oui:- loe:1lilies especinlly 

commend themRel.-e6 to oor jodgment ns being mos~ desi r able •ile$ for l.ari:,e pnrk~. 
Gorgo Parlt:: :lorot!Ling i• so fiTlll ly impressed on the mfod of the ,·io.itor to 

poknn , as ngards its nppea.r~nce, ns the gr•nt gorge in to which 1be r i,·er fall, 
uenr th <·ent r o( tbe cit,y. lt is II lre1nendou. fea ture of the l.nnd~cnpe and on• 
,.-hich i ra rer in n ln.rge city ibnn rh· t, lake, bny o r monntn in . Any city bnul.\ 
pri>.e ,nd presC!n · its srr )' t lo.ndse:tpe fon turas ina.-<mu ~h os tluw ,J:'h·o it indh•idunl · 
i1y . Clli ca;-o hn ~ ~1>em millions for i ts Luke Shore pork,.. ~ew York hos spenr 
mor e millions on It$ l:rent Ri•ersidc Park nnd Drfre extending tor man; miles nlqn :; 
1ho H udson Ril'er. :\Ian)' in.stances could be enumerated bowinit tbat lbe wi, dom 
o! J>reS<"r vin.e such lnndscnpe (eaiures hns been. r ecogu ized nntl n~ted up~n b)' mak • 
ine th m en:i1' )'"hl r ••~essihle b.- lnyinr;: ou pnrks and p ;>rkwnys aloue llicm. 

The rinr !: r=t whhio lb built-op pn r t of S90k:ioe hn. alre:1d;r be ll pnr li II)· 
·· impr-i,-~tl." •• nn,• nrbth l irt1nknlly sny. but II is que~t-ionable ».·hr ll r ,iny r <>n · 

BOARD OF PARK COMMlSSlOXERS 

sider:ible poninn or the c rrununity is proud of most or those imp ronm •ms. Row 
roneh bt>tte r it would J1a.,• been if the gor i; had b een r eser,·ed from commer ci!tl 
de.,elopicent. except wha.t w:is neco,;.snr~· to 11tili% the pow r nf the Cnll:. nnd ii 
tbc c11 1 o f st.r<lt'IS, ~ wer. aa.d hou:es d w ,i in the ;eorge hn•l 1,e~n lJU in to de , 
,· eloping nth.er parL~ o f the city b~tti,r adapted 1 r r~id~n oe ntul mnnufactUrin;t", 
. pokane sho11ld certu inly prcacn-e what ben111y nnd gnndeur remein of iu g-ren 
river gorge. 

The preeipil--Ous slope o! the rii;ht ( n onh l lrnnk or tb~ rh·cr as ye, remo ins 
nlmost unoccupi d by expensive building:. , ~lthougl1 hs nnturnl. wild beauty i ~ 
rapidly being dl):rtroyed by dumps of earth nnd rubbi,ib. The few buildiu.. thn t 
encroach 11pnn it are cb E>ap, and the ost o f r iddln,r the slope of them would n ot 
be e:<orbita.nt. This whole north slope is exccedin ly con;;picnous to n r,rea.t man,· 
people, Rnd its pre~ervatlon a 11 bennty $pot w ould wnninly be ..-idol~- a ppr ci~1~rl. 

Tlie bottom 111.nd~ and I s. precipit-ous lope south of t-he r i'"er . (r.,m the hi!!'.h 
bridge down to tho :junctiou oJ the ,·allei· oi La t-nil Cr eek. s lli :slance of :.bout 
on and one·h~lf miles, are alread)· nwsLly occupied by buildin=s. mainly of a ,·ery 
ehenp clnis. 

'tbc cliffs formed by &Ire<' i:-rrulinir nnd the re nininl! """II~ no t hid.den b~ 
build i11i;~. shoold bE> beiiuti6ed by .-ines ~nd masked by ITtl's.. 

Yost ot the tr ets below the cliff should be corbed "·ith narrow roadwnys. 
,o ns to leaq\ ~mple sp&ee lo, tbe sidewalk. . In ill ~ sp11cc>1 ire•,; shQuJd h · 
plunted ..-itb all ne<!ded soil. The obi et .,r planting in t'he a r eets i , o f cuur~e. to 
mi1ig:ite, by meons of the folia,:e o! tall w-ees. the so~did efl'ect or I oking do,vn 
DJM1n the roof~ ol houserJ. '!'his object ¢nuld be ~till b•lt r oc omplishcd if Liu· 
resident-s ther1.1 were encourn~t'd to planl bnilc t-rc or e,·cn fru it ,and nut tru~. 
in their bnck yardll nnd to gTOW "in over their norch s. r nc sod. o u t house~. 
f or the general good, tile Park Commission wo11ld b~ j.ustified. in ~oclt o. locslit)'. i11 
impro,...ing tbe landsoapo by planti.n tree$ and ,-iue · on privnte lnnd by ·agreemen t 
with the owners. Au ordinance l1ould be p2 sed. and 3lw1ty,s enfor ed. limitlne 
th heii;ht of b11ildini;s in lh:tt section f the dty so ther w uld not nv>r p rh,• 
rree~. uch nn ordinnnce, to be: leg:111.,· elfecri,·<'. "·ould h n"Oe to prov-ide for pay, 
ruen t of any .tnu••i:c he rest rl tion 0111<1 be pro~ d to cause to the ulua oi pri· 
,·11le property. A ht>Uer wmy, if it c;,n be worketl would be to buy tbe ll ment 
n f e<1ch properl1· owne r and gc( a d.eed fo r it. 

A n:in-ow strip !or a wnlk nnd some planting should be secured ulong the 
"ou th shore o( 1b r ive-r. .\t 001c pnints "·idonin.gs should be made !or litt'le chil ­
dre11' s playgrounds. 

A lihlc rurther down ~l, e ,.;,. r, where the !,ind becomes chonp u,ngh to per­
mit H. thP park ·hould widen out on the left bnnk to inclnd.~ land enough for 
lo wns nnd pl:iy11Plds. • ple:u<ure drive. walk., border plantnrions. und ln udscnpc 
!...,, rd nln~ elfects. 

On the ri~ht l>ank ltc boundo.ry should h on th,• top o( th~ llluff. o in ·lud,• 
" houndnr~· rnnd. whi •h. h~" ·,wte_r, would he ndj1istrd to the rn ilroarl "b1>ut to b• 
built lh r ,•. 11nll h,r,·lnJ! -,,..r> or inore subwny nJ'l proaeh e.,; under rh<• rnilronds . ' 
· Tbe ><Pill" in th<" bend of the rh·er 11< nn s t e..p n th side ol he gnri:•· 
inrther upstr~am {esst), o it would be p racticable 10 xinn" a drh· down it to n 
lc,w-grndc brid.ge 10 connect with th;:, plensu.re dri<>o s·onth or the rlnr. 

It i, J) po d tu €< tend thi i; pork nlon:; the rigbl bnnk o( Lhe rh-~r to the 
st reet rnilwny amusemen~ r esort called · ·~nt-otorium Park'' nnd sh>n~ the loit bank 
of th ri"O r t-o Fo r t Wrl~ht, U. S. ){ilitory R e ervRlion . 

Fnm Jbc spur referred o down the rh·er t :-=utntut·i um Park, tlw r i_h l>nuk 
i so e!< ceedini::ly st l'.'Jl tho.I :i ,l r i\"e could not b built nlnn,: tho l'iver xcept nt 
strent exp OtP fo r ~ctnini~ walls. E,·en ~ walk will b~ cos tly. 

l will !ti"- the ingenuity or the landscnp :,ird •ner 10 co ,·er !hose .i;re~ .. pre· 
1pnou s lope with .,,.e ,du.ro where the origi nnl wild. ,:row hs ha\"e been destr oyed 

m· arc , rno S])a r .e, but we believe it c:m he done. "7bil the nim Khoul d b• 10 1<· 
tablisii hnrdy, woo<ly pl:.nts whi~b will S1!1nd the drooi::ht and t he intensely h t 
:.fternoon ~un of summu, ret mucb erre t ca.n be obMined uom wild flow ers, which 
will hloo1n in the sprin- or enrlr smnmer nnd tll<ln dry up. c31tering the ir s •eds 
for the ne!<l sea-son. 

Th nu11 of 1his po.rk ns shD\\'Il on th _plnn iOJ 11bout 2 ·l acres. 01 ibis, abou( 
J67 aCl' s downri,·c:r fi:om Latnh Creek nod the spur n ortl1 uf the l'iver, i · fo r enoug'h 
from th ... bu siness districts ot the city, end so o:,:ecssively steep, that M\"ners may 
,·ery reasonohly be exp led to i:i'"e iL to t}u, Pnrk Commis ion. • 

The less . ,eep 11or1ion of iltis park lying north o( th r i\"or. is one nnd one­
h111C miles from the centre of the cit~· nod is lll!tCsl'ihle b~· w ay c,f Cochran 61reet 
Crom t he el <Irie stre t ra.ilwtt. on Brondway. uboo, on ·qun.r t~r ot a mile: nwa)'. 
The less , el'p. hro~d portion of Lhe pnrk ~on rh of the riva n.nd downslreum fr.,m 
Lnnh Or e.k, is ooo nnd three·(tunter~ miles in a bee li n.e Crom the centre o ( &be 
c ity n.nd is 3eees· il,1 h;- th For Wri!?ht lin nf el r , • ~t rt I railway no,u the 
south~ast corner oi Green wood ceru~tery, About one-quarter of n mile 11w3y, 

Upriver Park: Tltis J)ark would extend upriver from the footbridge below the 
waterwork. dnm. T lt o, footliridl('e is nb, ut four an<.l a third miles in a bee line 
.from th c nt re oi the city. 
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On the south side of th ri..-er there is o large uea or compa.rati\"oly Jovel ln.nd 
abo"e the steep bank or the ri.-er. 'Enough or this should be included in the pnrk 
to o.Jford :a good e.xampl• of meadow p:il'k scenery, to provide for se"<"ernl ba116eld~ 
ud for outdoor gymnosio., la"'US, gardeas, and olher fe::1tures, 11s well as for dri<-es. 
walks, groHs, and bordar pl11.11tations. 

As it is likely that the eitr may draw !rom this lnnd nn underground wB.ter 
supply of purer qualit,y 'th:in that of the rh·er, there is al:nple ju.silfics.iion or tali· 
ing :an u..nui;ually large a.rea of this lbt !:ind. 

The hill$ immediately 11ortb o! the rh·er. slthough some:...-bnt deficient in tnes 
for ahade. are bold and high, a11d the outcropping rock is extremely picuu:esque. 
Enough of this bill lond sbou.ld be lnkon 'into he p1>rk to ·include t ho oenrby summit, 
some fin hundred fee t high nbove the river, and tor a winding drive :u1d wa.lks 
up to it. From tbi5 .wnmit there i " very fln t Yiew, which will oll'ord snfficient 
inducemca t for many to climb the bill . 

Shade cnn be secured on the hill a.ad both side. of t he river h)' pl!ln ing tree~ 
in irregular mosses l'UOll!f the drive and walk". 

At first. 110 doubt.. ii'rignti.011 would ho...- to be done on n oomp:1n1ive.ly smoll 
scale. but as the cit~· grows., more cou.ld be all'orded, nod the J>Ower from the wnter 
flowin~ over the dam could be u.ed for pumping waler when the ciLy i;ets its water 
supply by grn..-ity from some mounta in stream st a distance. Then tho pla.ntin:; 
ol trees could be do.ne t o anr desited extent. ~nd the irrl_gntion could be Dl3de 10 
,-•ork nlmost automatically . 

.Aalde from tho meadow, which would 811:ol'.d spnce for scoreg of bnsebnll games. 
tennis, golf and the like. the -rh·er wo<Lld pro,·ide o rare opportunity for the dw ell · 
ers ill tho city to enjoy boating 011 the still water above the dnm. 

Aller the ci~y ceases to duw waler from the ri\·er, "·hich wonld be as soon 
n the undergrou.ud wat r sapply bas bern mnde arailnble in adeoua,e quantity . 
bathing in the river could be nrr2ng d for. 

The area of th.is park as hown on the plnn is apnroximnlely 1952 acr . 440 
•ere$ of th.is being level land south of ~be rh·er. of wbieb Lhe city •!ready owu 
about thirty •ores used i11 connection with iu wnterwork s. 

Tbe h.ill portion of the park begln:s less than one-quarter o( 11 mile from th e 
teTlllinus of the electric street railway u '.\finnehnhn Po.,rk. 

From the same elec11rfo railway terminus to tbe lower end of the le ... I part o( 
the park at the intersection ol Tbird $,·e11ue with the cou.nt-y ro11d north of the 
river, is about tlueo-quarters of a mile. 

Tb.e p:s.rk extends op the river from Eutside Park. which e11ds al the foot· 
brid e at the intersection of Lafayette A,·enue with Circle Avenue, n disco.nae of 
sbouL 011e and three-<iuarters miles. 

Do1'Dliver Park: The gorge of the rh·er l)elow Natn tor ium Park affords A 
remarkable landsc:lpe fea ture of much greater notur11I beauty 1ha.n that of he gorge 
ahov NalntQrium Pa·rk ud the Gren, N<>rt.heru RJ1ilrond brid2e. 

From the top of ll•e blulf along the rig-ht bank o! the ri..-or there is 3n extended 
Md very be11utiful dmant view. 

It is hard to balleve tba.t the land on the steep bh,!T alone th~ rieht bank of 
the river !rom Natatoriwn Park to the wei;t line ol ~ontesa.no i;ubdfrision, bas 
any vnlue to adjoining private landow11ers other than as a means of k.,.,ping tho 
..-iew open in front of houses wltiob msy be built on the bluiI. For this pu.rpoM>. 
it would be far better for tlie landowners to deed the steep slopes to the Park 
Commi$Sfon. wi bout price. than to take their cbnuce.s or the blull: beiu~ le.ft In 
private owriersbip and bcint; disfigured by c:lrele sness, ignornnoe or unwise com · 
merchl iu,·e$tments. 

This stretch of the river has the very gre t advantage thnt more than thre~ 
miles of _the left bank is already preserved by being in Fort Wright U. S. Mililary 
Reser.-at1on. 

It would be n mos~ nowise failure t.o t."lke md,·antage o( e-straord-ionry favorable 
conditiOD~ if th Park Commission should not seize this opportunity of presenine 
this_ laT e section or the river irorge free from further di56gureme11t. sin<'o ;1 can 
be done by ncquirillg free, or nt merely n ominal CAlst, a strip o( commercially use· 
less la11d aloag 011e side onh· of ~h,e river. 

'\\bi1e tho preser.-ntion of the gorge is exceedingly desirable, il would oat in 
itself mnke a wltolly sntisfnctory pnpnln:r park. U will be 11eces11Ary t include 
some. of tbe nearly level lnnd on top of the bloJf 011 the north side !or fi eld sport. . 

The river is fule as i I$, ah bough it dwindles considerably in summer: suiil 
the water would be more Imposing In ibe lsndscape, ns well as more useful for 
boating, if it were rr,.ised by u dam as high as might be " ·ith ut in~eriering wii b 
the w,ter power :it the comre o! the city. 

When the cily could :uford it. intcrcepling sew ers could be cnr"<icd to and be · 
low the dnru, nod hen the still ,.-aier cou.ld be u."<td for bo~bin . 

Tbe portion oC bis pal"k "'hich emhroee$ the bend Bcros11 the rfrer (nor h ) 
from F ort Wright. 11irords o beaotilul, well-wooded rernbling ll:'round, well adApted 
!or pienickin.i;: ~nd blUIICi, r equiring only smnl l level are.a. 

Iu adilitlon t-0 the blull' abo"e, much of the cost of which can he equitobly 
assessed upon private prop rty benefited, a park drive and walk can be carried 
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close along the ri,er, crossing by bridges where necessary . A walk can be built 
alonll: the river el ewhere. . 

-This park includes the bold st natur:>l scenery of either of the large _parks . . 
Havi11g the ri'<'er orge and Fort ,vright R'eservation southwest of rt. 1t will 

receive the prevailing southwest breezes of summer free from dust and smoke. 
Tne area cif Downriver Park is about 393 acres as shown on the plan, of 

which 167 acres is exceedingly steep and therefore almost without m~rket va~ue 
at present. Of practically level land above the bluffs, there is about 9a a!!res,. m· 
eluding streets to be vacated. The remainder of the park. 131 acres, 1s fatrly 
usable land on the slopes down to the river. 

The upriver end of this park begins at the Pettet Subdi·<isioo, about_ one and 
one-half miles only from the centre of tbe city, but the broad.. level port~on south 
of Audubon Park, suitable for ball games. is about two and one·ha.lf miles from 
the centre of the eitv and is arcessible by the electric railway on Northwest Boule· 
vard. The furthest· 'end of this park is only three and one-half miles from the 
centre of the city. 

Latah Park: This park lies south of the city on the northeast side of Latah 
Greek valley. The north end of this park, which is merely bluff, begin:s at 2!!th 
.\venue, two miles from the centre of the city ; but the broad, level portion begins 
at Kings' Addition, three miles from the centre of the city. 

It includes the wooded bluffs and a sufficient area of nearly le..-el land above 
the bluffs for baseball and other field sports. Much of the plateau portion is wooded 
and suitable for rambling grounds and picnicking. 

The principal drive and walk would follow the crest of the bluff. Another 
drive would wind through woods and border plantation snrrounding the open 
meadow. Another drive would slant down the hillside and connect with country 
roads in the valley. 

The bluff drive will command beautif<LI and extensive views from south to 
northwest across the vallev of Latah Creek and over an e:<tensi.-e reach of pic­
turesque country beyond. ·It will be open to the refreshing prevailing southwest 
breezes of snmmer, and will therefore be more free from smoke and dust than the 
smaller parks of the city. 

The wooded ravine, will give opportunities for delightful secluded walks and 
resting places. In the larger ravine a drive would descend to the valley of Latah 
Creek. 

.Along the east border of the park a speedway, over a mile long. could be con­
structed. This would be an ideal place for it, as the land is nearly level and there 
would be no necessi ty for driveway crossings of the speed"·ay. 

The Manito Park line of electric street railway at present ends on Grand 
Avenue, about three-quarters of a mile from the northwest end of the le,el portion 
of the park, but no doubt this gap will be eliminated by the extension ~f the street 
railwny 11s soon as the 1.,vel portio n of this pork Is thrown open to pubhe 1Lse. 

The to t~! aren of this park n" .-111nned is 2286 11cre , of ..-bich 657 acres are 
on priicUcally le.-el land abo,,e the blull:. 557 ocres nre on '<" Cl"l' steep and almost 
\"nlueless land, and the t'est slopes moderately steeply and irreguary dowu to the 
c:reek. 

LOCAL PilKS: 
Rockwood Pa.rk: Amone the medium-sized proposed narks, this park would be 

one of the most important in order to secure an equitable distribution of park 
be11e6ts. It i1 on the irregular. clilf-1ike ledges a lhe north border of the table· 
lo.nd in the southen·,.tern part of the city. Ii lies just betw~u the two and a bolC 
and three mile circles and about 011e nod one-third miles cost of Manito Park. H 
includes a sufficient area of moderately level land for a. ball field and for lawn 
gumes. It commands 6ne views o-rer the city and across the SJ)okane Valley. 

A.lthougb there nre now few house~ in the vicinity of ihi park, it is e,ide~t 
that it ";!J, before ma11y yea.rs, be sn rrounded by a luge J)Opulation. Part. of 1t 
has been subdivided, but no streets have as yet been cut tbrough it. 

It is accessible at present by Southeast Boulevard, which passes along its 
.,.est side. The ne11re.~t street roilwa)' at present is about balf a mile north ot it, 
but a projected line will probnbly terntlnnte at its west bon.ndn:ry. . 

For tbe firs t rew years II sull!cicn.t improvement of it, will be to hM·e o pubhc 
~helter -house and a keeper's cottage, few ws.lks iu tbe r cl.-y por_tiou, and a 
cleaning and grassing amonoo the trees of the flahe r parts of it, to tit 1t for s tro!') · 
ing, picnicking, and lawn games. Lnter, a dri,.-e ma)· be built. ";nding through , t . 
and more wnlks may be added.. and appnratus for <"arions children's l'ecreations, 
such as swing , seesaws. >. w:ading JlOOI. "',nd boxes 9nd the like, mny be insulled. 
A Huie ph111ting is desirnble nl the beginning to make I-b e Yougb ponions more 
iute~esting, bu t Ibis hould be of hardy varietie~ rcquiri11g little care ltDd expeD!i~ 
for irrign tio11 arter i h on~e establish d. It wo<Lld be well tn plan s.:1 me hnrdy 
deeidunus trees, parficulnrl y in be borders. tn reHe"e the monotony of th o pines: 
bu 110; n ;;:rea t d e11l c:m be ,lone in this wny , with due regard for economy. a.ntll 
3fter the plnns hn<"e been cArefully studied. nd e.-en then some pl:lnting !bould 
he left unt.il lhe dri<-es an<l walks h:ive been constructed. 
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SPOKANE-ANNU,\L REPORT 18g1-1913 

Som,. ~mall exi~fing swamps cnn be turned in to rha.rtrini: little lak s, if a nf· 
ficient upply of w:iier can be sp. red from the ei tr wn ter mains. Water surface~ 
:ire ah,·nrs attracfive in pnblk porks. but parlicularl)· so in ellmatei; so dcy n 
~ummer as Spokane. 

The area of this park as proposed is 78 ae1·es. 

Queen A.a.De Park : Thi• 11ark i~ int~nded t o uor th valley w-i1bin the 
l:-ir/:' loop o f the Me.djral 1.ak• "Electric Railway n rth of One n . one n_nd s me 
,listance ensl o1 Gn~d<>n Sprin,rs. It will in lode olM be li ltle v.·ooded nv1nc down 
IQ Ll\!.llh Creek 

The bro$dcr part of the vnll ev c3n be drain d and 2rnd..ed to form • fi.eld for 
baseball and lnwu games. It c:m b·e mnde II b :111tlful stnnll nark it~ chief . landscape 
fentnres being IJie !rrllss; vnller with bor der·s of plnntini,;. The s_imth. ~,de nf the 
,•nlley is rather ,;le p . nnd can be le! wooded, with walks for s1.rollmg ; bu the 
north border ean be planted. with deciduous u-ecs and flowering shrubs. 

'[ho ravine wil l be a oieturesque lancbcape feBlure . Here deep shnde, With 
e\"ergreen shrubbnry ,md vineR. fern, !lJld the like, will be appropri.t\te. Pools c11 n 
he formed i11 uch a war ns to c:i.rry storm w11ter. yet to rell\in wat r 1\11 summ r 
witb a ,,er r smnll supply. 

ln so sm11l1 s pnrk, it is und sirnhle to introduce dri'ves. but ..-isitors in car· 
,·1:iges un sec th<1 parl< well trnnl the bor der in1t street s, some of which con bt 
\,oil t nnd kept u J)n:rk drives. 

A une,· like this i~ al mos I ,•alueloss to be subdh·ided. for re~idenees un cl ;•r 
pre e.nt conditions, nnd. ii snbdiridod, wouJd be llkel; to be occupied oy lhe PO'>r · 
~st class of cottngos, by tnbl s. hunber yarru!, bl11cksmilb _shop~ and othOT com· 
merc.i11l concerns requfrlng cheap J:uid and comparatively indiifeTeD to sppellMln~ ~~ 
and to s,init:i..-y conditions. Such oecupntlon of the land w,:iuld b :1 rr a; detl"> · 
ment to tbc neighboring high-elnss resid n -properties. N"otb log lbat cnn n.ovr 
be done would more 5urely and more irn,~tly nlu1n e th vnluc of ~nrroundini; 
pro11erty 1han this pa..-k, nice!; impro.,ed. 

Thi5 11ark belong to the closs o f lout parks the wbol cast of whic~ mi1:h1 
1i ropet"ly be a6sessed upon a &pecial assessment di trict. becnuse of the spe01al b <'n· 
c.6u which would accrne from its nccomplisbmenis. li particular tnndo":"ners ~bon~d 
~ive the l~nd. lhot circurus~nce should of course be t~k n into c<1ns1der11tlon ,n 
determinins: th<> aas~sru nfs fo r impro"em nl~ 

The a.rC!a of 1hls park ns suggested is Ta .6 aeres. lt is accessible by the :Med­
ica l Lnke Ele tri Street Railwo,·. It lies bew-een the one and " bnlf ond ,,..o 
and a half mile circles. • 

l!.aVin.e Park : This pork includes the ravine up which t.he county rood. called 
Greenwood Road. runs wes!erly from the cit)'. This ravine Hes enst of, ond partly 
in, Occid~n t Addition. 

It h barclly oncel\"able that mnch of this de..p and steep->1\d,d ra.-in<! can 11 • 
profitablv ui,ilizcd in the n.esr future for re~idence lols . 

T .he· pl1m should provide for relocating the county r_ond high_e,: op on. the north 
hillside ..-ith snch cur.-es as mn,• be needed to fit the ,r,.egulnr1t,es of lbe gTonnd 
i,,nd to ' sr:i.in di.stnn,• for a b. tter" !!-Tilde. There should be 3 plf:\,;ure d,-ive of ver)" 
moderate width low-er down on tbe same hillside. 

High up on tbe sonth slope. where tbe land 1s not &<> steep, there shnn l~ b ft 
hroftd•r road. npoll which reKidence propertl s wool\! fn r. • lm1 uuon ":1>:1ch no 
h aT)' 1cnming would he permitted. Thus tl1e conditi ns would b p-ro\'lded for 
choice re~idenco Crontage. 

There would lie no opportuni1y .fo r baseball Belds. but tenni. and other sm:1.II 
l"wn g:ime~ could be provided (or on the spo.r where the rs..-ine l,ra'!rhe . Abnve 
(west, of) ihe ~ennis ourts, there coul d be a public sbeher·b ou. e, ,.-,th appl\Utu . 
for children·~ reci:enti?U, sond boxes nnd tl,e lfke. . • . 

In the lo,ver r11 ,,ne pools could be formed 1nntnlote ft bro,k l,11nnii: rock~ 
ob tructi:>ns. ,\Ion; thi brook " wulk eonld be carried. The steep slope on t.he 
so11tJ1 is already partl;· furnished with the t•dld syringll !Ula otht!r bu~hes and trees. 
and further planting should harmonize with the . ...-ild po,rths. On th_e sun!],; north 
slope ,•!11es must be relied upon. malnl)·. io olotbe the rttw b:i.nks '<\'b1ch ,nil resull 
from fne on~t-ruc1ion o( the ounl)' rMd nnd be 111 a$Ure iuh·e and tbe walk .. 
E~cn 9n lhiA ~nnn:r side. ther;, should be nn nb1lildou e oJ hnde t r ee$. bnt prefer · 
oblv of deeiduons ~»rt~. so tbere would be unllght enough on the 1:'t"OUnd to n · 
al)le •·he vine, nnd \\-ild fl :11"<" rs to fiouri h. 

.>. t on or tl"<"o p in ts brid~es mny veutunll)· be n eeded. Thes<' should be c> D· 
crele a rcheA faced wiib the -rough. 1>icturesque r ock of ihis ..-icini~·. Relnining 
wnlls. if TC(luired. would be of similar ap_pe3rlln e. 

Th is park belongs to lhe cli,sll of local pD1"k$. the eost of wltich mn~· be as• 
stssed on lihe district l>en"61ed. 

The nrea o.f this par"k is .126 aeoes on the. pl11n. It lie$ between he two-rnil" 
and three-mile circles. l;t is 3ccessible !It its eas~ end, t the w ·s t end of First 
A..-c>nue. b; the Port Wright line of treet rnilway. 

Bo,\RD o:F P.,RK Co~n11ssI0!sERs 

West llelghts Park : This p&rk ;s <'n the wnoded beigh1s we I nnu n rrhwe:1 
of ·Gr eenwood meter y. Part of. the lnnd i11 s t eep nnd broken by bold. -pie· 
tur~que ledges. A the slope faces tb uor~heast, it is shad)• ln the aCternoon . 3.n<) 
na tive. trees ~:nd shrubs a.re growing abundllJlt ly and well u p0n ii . There are also 
cbaron!lg ravu,e~ ,U>d sprrng,; o.nd r unning- water . "l'he p latenu portion affords op 
por·tun1ty (or dnves which would comm11nd dn views o,:-er the cit.- n.nd for walk 
,n the w~~~. en'::mgh of ~hich on the plateau can be cleared fo~ oollfleld~. ~olC 
and the )ike. This park lies from tw ,rnd noe-haH 10 ;bree mile~ from the ,;entr~ 
of the _city. _The Fort Wright electric railwa y line puses wi1hin less than a third 
ot a mtle of ,ts lower end. 

The area of this park as shown on plan is 190.9 :cres. 

E~side _Par~: As there. is en,ry probnbllity tha~ t.here ,;·ill be a lurge nnd 
~e":Se .. popula~,on m the eut s1!1c of the city, owin; to its ad,·sntages (or 1nanuiac· 

U'"1;!' 7 estnbhsJu:nen1 and bu ,ne ·a of ,.11 sorts. n moderate-sued, park ther • in 
~~d,hon \O {!prn·er Park. m y be rega_rded ns e.asentisl. A park embracing bMh 
bides of the rl\·er abo~,e tb~ D Street br1d.1:e wou ld bo ns clo~e in as it is now f ·•as l-
bl lo ecurc u purk of adeq11nt area. · 

, 'l'hi~ park wottld 1/e vei,· cou,,eniently locntell w irh r e fer~nc~ lo th e iuturr pop· 
ulat1 n. but, "cbo,..e all . it w-ould bn..-~ t he inestimable ad.-antni: o! tb.e riv·er, both 
as .. " most eDJo)·able lnndse~11~. feuure a~1a for use for bo,ning and b:ithlng. .\. 
lo, dnm f moder.li e cou "ou,d he llnillc11>nt to mokc enou2h still wa er fn1· 1hese 
purposes. 

Thi$ t•nrk _Is pl;in11od to be :.bout one mile and o. qu:u·ter Ion;:; and :.b,~ut a 
qunrfe.r of a m,le w,d e. 1be bulk o! i beiug on the n'1Tlh Ide nf the river. where 
tl,e,. would be bnlldeld.s . 11-S ue3 as proposed would b nbnut LS .:. acres. Hs 
wost end is. only Ike ~loc~s Iron, tho electrir l"ailwn,· nt Illinoi. A ·enue and .B 
Slnet. nnd its. sonth side ls ou ly one block Crom the Coeur d"Alene Electric Rni l· 
w11:; _at lhe n "' i! Y bound3.t", , Th lower (west ! end of this park i three mile , 
3nd ,t s upper ~nd 1s •bout hur nn,l s third mil"~· from the eentr o( th citr. 

FABKWAYS AND BOULEVA:B.DS: 
To ~ (1ke the lar,;e ~ark . 3nd such ot the smnllc r parks as hnve nota bl land· 

gcap~ "d' antngu, accea 1ble, and 10 connl'ct one with another b ,- road specialh· 
fil(ffi for DlCR nrr driMll/; ~nd wn lkin 0 • parkw:,ys and bouJe.-ards are n ~cesun· . • 

Broadl)'. speaking, 1 >~ convenient to design11te as boule rds such ways a ,; 
nre !ormel UI cbnr11c1er nnll as park..-ays ,;ncb ,vnys as nre more or IMs informAl. 
1~ bnlh b uJen.rdJ and pnrkwa:;s therl\ lf!U»l be a distinct qu3lity of luxurr tn 
wid!h nnd beauty o! turf and trees, and in the latter there must b~ some land· 
J!cnpe f _n.tnre or llJllur listic lsndscnpe gardenin~. • • 

ft ,-s an nousc ot lan~age to call a ~treet oi ordlnMy ,v id1h /l bc:mlevanl. ,\ 
stree~ one hundred feH w!de wou.ld be n street or ,w nne of h,nd$nme width. but 
n mean bonle.-nrd. As ro,ndence streets commo.nly bo ,·c two rows o! t-r eus. o b1ulc­
vurd should hn.-e 8, . least four ro~, and •hou.ld b wide uoui:h to D.e<:orumodnt-, 
rhem properly. A width of ISO feet would generall-y be :, minimum for " b nl.evard. 

In the case of b ulevards and porkways, the hoUW$ should be set bnck twent,·· 
6H feet l)r mor from 1he sidewalk. and suitable legal method~ for sec11 ring this 
sbould ;\lwo~s b ndaptrd Al th time of IRyin.!! ou n boul ·utl r riai-1,waT. 

Th,s c.un h dottP. by ngreeml'nt " -ith 3dj-0inin° 1:tndowner!;. ,,-hicb • "•e~menl 
w uld be reco rded like n deed. ~ 

. In om n es the rcquir d setbllck is secur ed by r ight (If ernjnent dr.m nin. 
\\'11h compensa11on f'!r ~amage ii sny r1tn be pTo.-ed . 

In so~e c:tses .'t. ·~ prcfcr:ibl~ to buy tbe adj lni ni; slt:lp outright. and ~hPn 
gl"hnl_ p rm, ts, lo ndjo,nto,;: landowner,; to u e th strip in the i f mt lo"'"'-' un <h•r 
cerla,n co!'dit,ons controlling the use_ of their rem:dning tend "dtbin s certni:i di~· 
tauce. o{ tne boule.-nrd, ~r. parkw3)". 1n ~ell ~ mnnr:n a to in"llre n cbarnc~er nr 
b111lcling and oth ~ c.ond,uons de~med s11 1t~ble for a itmld·clnss reside11~e neii;hbnr · 
h_ood. Sucb resi r1~Llon~ would ,n ·lode. fn-r in. tnnce. p-rohibilia u or , a..-crtisrn!:" 
signs, tb s,ile oC liquor. t·rnde •!'d Dl~nnfaciurin,:, ~ra,..el -pit nnd stou quarr ie . 
hous_e& 0'< r two and ~ half stor,es h,,,h, ~encm•nt hou.scs . h •1u.;M of le. ... ~ t il nn n 
spec,.6ed cost . 1he keep1ng of ,;svine or poultry and so on. 

1 ho C!'st . oi boulo1v,u·ds :ind mo t -pa rkw1l}" mn~· ;; n<1 r11llr l>t h >rnc y 
ses,m,ent districts. 

. Rockwood Boulevard: This boulevard is designed to connect :Manito Pars 
,nth ltor.k:""ood_ Park .. It " 'ould ~ol}o_w the line o! ~1st A.-enue, widening it equnll)' 
nn bo!h _$Jdc;s in ~?t;iito Pnrk Aod1t1oa . but wh111I ~· on the nortll ~ide in H ughton 
and Cnlhha11 s A~d,uo_n. and tben bendi~g southeB terly to Rockw<1od Park. lt is 
a~out. one nn~ one-third_ m1les. long. It would best ha,·e a dri.-ewny f rt,· f 1 
wide m the nnd~Je. parkm~ strips for_ty·five feet wide on each side. e:ich wiin two 
rows o~ tree~. s,dewalks ight feet wide, and a turf strip two feet wid-e next th,• 
fence Imes, 1f fence are permitted. The building limit lines may v:u-y in di!Jer· 
~nt parts. In l1rnd a!ready subdivided they cannot well be more than twenty-five 
rcet from the fen~ _h ne, bnt rn land n,t yet subdidded they may we'l be fift.,· 
foe1 from the f<!nce hne. · 
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Righland Boulevard: This boulcv:,rd is designed to Cl<tend from the reservoir 
at 9~h A,·enu_e, by rurvinie- lin s, to Rod.-wood l3oulc\"nrd ea.si of Manito Park Addi· 
tion, a distance of one mile. It ts intend. d to be 150 fee~ wide. wilb :i cntnl 
drivew"y J.O (est wide; res0>rv'1tions 10 feet ,...-ide for e lectric stTeet rnilway on e,ieb 
side, separated from the dri,ew11y by curbing und co.-ered with turf Jor _the sake 
or sppenn.nce; parking s rips 35 (eet <ride on each sid.e : sidew111ks feet wide . 
o.nd tnr! strips 2 !eel wide O!!U the fence lines. Where the lsnd is sloping sLeoplr 
crosswise. tbe sidewalks may be n few feet nbo\'e or below the dri\'ewny, 11-5 the 
case may be. ln speci'11 cases. interruptions to tbe formal a rrnn;:ement may bo 
moJe to presttvt picturesque ledges. The se1bnck of houses would be moderate in 
ttlrcndy subdiv-idcd lnnd n.n~ more libeul in land ,o be heren.fter !<Ubdi\'"1ded. or 
"'h11te\'er may be res son11ble in p11rticnlnr blocks. 

llla.mto. :Boulevard !:Denllion : This ex1eusion of an e,cistlng boulev!ll'd t wo 
hundred feet wide would be from about 35th A,·enue so11thward to Harlan Boule· 
-.ard (so-called). 

In passing tbrough Fir~t Addition lo Kin,i:' s Addition. n r epltttLing should be 
ananged !or, if pos~1ble. It would be best to nentc G-nndy SLreeli, to tum the 
lots on its eut side so they would foce north_ or south, to ru, ,·o deeper lots fnc, 
ing the new bonle'<"srd, so os to permit of & ilfty-foot •etback. nod to ha..-e sn alley 
back of these lo s. The ownel" or whnt nre now corner to, on ihe e l side 
of Gnndy Street could be compensated by having lots a little wider than at presr.nt 
and with one side to the alley. 

This boule,·nd is to have two roadw:iys and n central parking; strip. 
It will connect Manito Park _with 'Latah Park. 
Its length will be about one and one-quarter miles, of which over three-quar­

ters of a mile exists 
Moran Boulevard: This bou.l,Mnd is designed to pro\'ide II continuation o f 

tho pleagure dri.-ing route by Highlnnd Boulevard, Rockwood l3oulevard and Rock · 
wood Park to Morua Pnirie Md lhe level ponion or Lolah Park. It ,.,111 run 
,traii,ht from Rockl\'Ood Park to Bismnrk A,·enue st the south line of Section 33_ 
ii is proposed to tnke the whole of lots 5 n.nd "12 in Dessert',; 5·acre ,rncts and 
<Ortatn lots in Go.rdN'I Pnk, makini; tbe width of this por tion about 320 feH. 

Turnin westerly, this parkway would extend along the south line of Section 
33 to L,nnh Pnrk. 

The width of this portion is proposed to be two hundred feet. 
Its total length would be about two :ind one-qunrter mlle . 
Aums Bonleva.rd : This boule..-ud ics de$igncd to connect llinito Park with 

Ea'lt L4tah Pn.rkwa-y. and passes Ad:sms Park. West or Lincoln Stre t it is de· 
• igned to follow 2ht A"enue. widenin;. equally on both s ides. Ju width is pro· 
posed to be l • 0 feet. :,nd ii would be two-ihird.s of n mile Ion::. 

East Latah Parkway: This parkway is to form s pleasant approach to Latah 
Park l.rom Go~e Pnrk. ond from the Cannon Hill district. 

It bei;ins :it 'Paciftc AvenM 11.nd A Street, and ru.ns southeasterly :.loo the 
tight (e-asl) bo.nk of Lntnh Creek, ri!ing gradunl!y to the bridge nl 6th A,-wue 
3Ud Ci,eur d ' Alene Street.. It would continu.e thence along the creek. rising and 
descendfo to lcsgen grading nnd to connect with •treets, southerly 1,:, Chestnut 
Street. Crossing thnt ,.,reet, it wonld r ise stcndily to the crest of he bluff east or 
Lat-Ah Creek. Cl"ossilii; o ,·er or under the present Northern Pacific Railroad I.rack. 
iC this should remain ari.er the main line has been reloeated . Thi pa-rk"·:i.,- would 
then follow lhe edge of the bluil' t-0 Latnh Pnrk ul 29th Avcnno. 

Its length f.rom Gorge P 11.rk or SJ)Okane River to 29th A\'cnue on LM bluff is 
1wo and one•third miles. Its area n-s planned is 163 .9 seres, 

linen of tbe lmnd ,equired for it is .-ery sleep and at present price~ for good 
lots is practically worthless, e.,:cept Ior the "ecy cheapest li t-tic dwellings and, '1t " 
few spols, for $moll commercial buildings. In general, it is fttir 10 :iSliu.me that 
landowners could well 11ii'ord lo gi\'e the teep portion of their land required. in 
oTder to insure nt first th!! pres!!rvation, and eventu.ally the beaudtic:siion. of th e 
bnnks of the creek. 

Where lhe slope nbove the proposed drive ls 'i'CJ'Y steep. i t wo11ld not be de· 
. ir.,ble to plan ror bouse lots facing the po.rkwny. Owners o{ l~nd w such c3se 
sboo ld give as nearlr as possible the v-hole hei~H of the sloµe, in order tbnt it 
mn~· e,·ent unlly be pl,rnted nnd co.rod for hnnnonioush· nnd syst.ema~ic.1.U}· b;- the 
Pork Commission: tha, is say, the grent :iteep a lon-e hould be tre:1ted :is " sin · 
~le ~onsis tent l:indsonpe fenture. 

Such :i treotm.,nt would be for more enjoyable to landowners re,;idin o.bo,.e 
\be slope l!nd overlooking it, than 10 have it en: up nnd ~rented io all sor ts of 
w!lys, gcner:illy as II dump for rubbish. it is to be feared. by each r esident. 

El<cept in t,hos.e limited stretches where the crosswi e slope is so moderlll e 
as to worr:int the erection of houses abo.-e the dris·ewa,-, i~ is ossumed that the 
con.struetion oC the e:xpen ive drh- ewoy would be p<1&t])oned for mn.ny yeus; bu t 
where houses c!ln be bn·ilt ,ro ss to b:s,•e access from the dri,.ew11:r. ns wonld e.-i ­
dently be !he ease where tbe drh-eway follows the top of ~he bluff. the d.rh·ews~· 
migh be construc ted s <ln :ind lit least h:ilf or hs cost assessed on ahuniag l~nd. 
or else suitnble bnr nins can be ml!..de with the bndowners eoncerned. 

BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 

West Lata.h Parkway : The pr imarv purpos., oC Lhi,; puk,.·:i,· is 10 preser,•t 
nnd permit of the planting. " 'here oow bar.,, or lhe left 1west). bank ot Ln<ab 
Oreek, !or the benefit of the view ncross the Ccnek rrom En~t L5t.ab Pnkwn v 11 nd 
from the houses "·hi ch itii;t . or will be built. on both sides or tbe Q 3 Jley nnd· o,·er­
looking- it. 

Unl~ss tbu; redeemed._ the Latah Creek vs.lier within the cit}' is su.re to be· 
come na eyesore and " demmen l,O nil residence property in the vicinity. 

I~ is tlO~ ..-itally necess11ry tbu <hete should be " continuous park drivewa.­
alon~ the wes s1de of Lntah Creek, but it is mos de irabJe· th3t 1heri! shon.ld be ~ 
boundary road wherc"er i} wonld ad "-' a sufficlen, inducement to lot owners to 
face bouses toward the pork,.·ay. The nim therefore should be to nci;o<iate wi,h 
JandownPrs to so de\'ise their subd~'l"isions that there may be ~ brnader r oad :ilo~i; 
the pnrkwny lnnd nnd thnt 3n eq1ntnble sha.e ol lhe cosi or construction sh:,11 be 
borne by the lot owners. tn general. the slopes on the w-est side of the creek. 
thou.i;h often s teep, are no so steep but that lots can be made to faeB to good 
ndvnntsi:e on ~ border l"DBd . The msin thin is to secure and _p ro erve and plant 
tbe land th.!t. ,s so low or so sce~p th:,c it is not likol~· t o be utlliud for a .good 
c lass of bUtidmgs. 

The area proposed to be secured for this parkway is 125 .7 acres, and its 
len;th 2.1 miles. 

1!Priver P:ultwa,l'.: A rive,..id~ drh·c is one of tbe most delig'htfnl oC scenic 
p:,d,,.ays, the-.:efol'e 1t WO!J,ld be a g:reat ~a te of opporiunity .not to de'<'elop " 
ple<1sure drl.-e along Lhe r,nr above the city. It would be ·,·aluable both ·for its 
own sake :ind as an :igreeao1o Bppro3ch to EasLside Pnk and Upriver P:,rk. 

. Fortunatelr, the ex-pe_nse Ior land will not be 111.t'ge. because Crom Mission Street 
br1dg-e up to. D Stree~ bridge the recorded subdivfaions have pTQnded str ee;s alo i: 
both shores of lbe ,.,,..,r, so _th~t alon~ thnt portion. of foe ri\'er h will only be 
n_!ceS!IOry for the P:ll"k C-omm1ss10~ to acquire the ru.rrow strip o{ la.nd or ..-srying 
u-1dth be~e~n the streel !llLd the r,.- r, and bceanse the resi of the way to Ollrivu 
Park, with one small Mc~_ption. wo1:1ld be through ttcr age p ro11ei-cy only. 

The bn_n"\"s. of t'he n'Ver are b1gb and steep, ,o there seems to be no reasnn 
why the adjomi_ng ln.nd should not, -with the ~id of on a tractive p11rkway, become 
sa!eable for re~1d,;ocos of 11 ?,ecen~ if no·t or the most expensive. cl3S8, at as good 
price!! :is are hkelr IA> be pn,d foz factory sites. LC so, the indi\'ldnal landowners. 
•spec,nlly the O\\-Uers or acreage property, m,iy be expected to ~fre the land for 
tl:Js l'llrk,rA!. " 

The. principol d~tllcolt~· · :'PP•ars to b~ the possibility that parking lhe ban ~ 
of th_e r1Ter abo"c tne Mission Street bridge mM· be objected to on the ground 
1h01 1t wou.ld bomper the growt h of the city by intl'rlering w-ith pos_sible lactoo· 
sites. • 
. Th!s ol!ieetion is somewbn more seriou.s in -Spok:one ihon in many othe~ cll­
ie.s !'n",ng 1~ ad"~nta1te ot A ri,•er, becauae the river below the city is so in.110• 
ces,;,ble, t.h'!3 considerably reducing the amount of l"iverside Ci!,cto ry site land. 

This d, sndvantage as comp11red with some other ei.ties on a river can be 
overcome, H it is tbo~gbt worth while, by me11ns of one or more imn 11 ts by which 
lhe ._ter trom t.h.e n"er coo Id be c;,nled through the comparn;ively level land 
cllst of the eit-y a.12d sonth of the ri"<er. 

. _The principsf inducement for locnting a fo tory close to the ri\"er sbove 
:M•ss ,on ~lreet bridge would b 1n u~ ihe l"h·er " ' Ill r for ondense'ts or for wash­
llll,' proce sei;. 

The di . tri .t. incl~ding both ide; <>f ~be ri,·er, abo.-e l{iliSion Street bdd;e 
to tbe pr p osod "E~< 1de Pa.-rk. h,u 11lre11d~ been pinned with treet-s close to. and 
PU!lllel w,t.h. t_he nver, and Lhe lot,s ho\'e been sold to many dif!'erent lndividusl$. 
Ow,~ to !he dhlicnlt! and expen_se oi huying lots to make ncreai;e. this ,ec~ion of 
the n_<"er 15 ve~y un.hkely to be ,n demn ad for l:u-ge factor-ies, even with the ides 
o! n,;,n_; the n\'er wnter f~r condensers or for w si1ing proceases. IJ. howHer. 
such . S?Ou Id be ,_he purpose in the case of any factory, Inge or small. either in the 
snhd1...-1dcd <,1Js~Y1ct or further ap rhe river, "·here ihere is acroa~e property. the 
l'ork Oommlss,on coald gr,int. under snitnble r"-$hietioos, tbe ri;hi to lay pipes 
10. drnw Wll ter f-rom b~ river, the pump being in private l11nd on t.be side of the 
cl.r,ve n,n.,· fr on, th~ n,•er. Praeticnllr the only import,in; objeotion to the ar· 
rnngenw n1 ":ould n1se ,,.her the bn.nks are so high ihai the ~uetion pipe ,voul 
ha<'e to be 1n :i deep crenoh or tunnel a.nd he pump in " well or oir. i.uvokin~. 
perh:ip$, m.or~ exp nse t-hon iC the pumpin; plant were Bt the watel"·s edge. ~ 

Jt ~oes not seem reason:sblc t.bat any such moder:ite additional expense to man· 
u_fnctunng concern should be permitted to stnnd in the way of sach a desirable 
n,·ers,de porkwfly, 
. . nether obj~ction that n:ay be 11d,nnced against lhi6 pnrkwny is thol, eve:i 
?f 1t would no 1nt11rfo~e with mao11fottu.rm; plnn.ts . it would not be woT~h what 
,t wou.Jd cof... becnu,e ,t would be so erowaed by m.onufac~urmg plants as to b e 
sn:rrounded by ugli_ncss, whloh would qnite de&tro:r oil eojoymen~ o{ the. ri\'er. 

'J'.he most ob\'1ou_s reas<1ns, nside from the use o! the l"frer ..-ster. [or locntin,-: 
!:ictor1es ~lose. to this park,..sy, :ir that the land. abo"e the bank. is f irly 1e,-eJ 
.soulh o! tne n'l"er nd not so steep as to be u.na.-,ulable Cor factories on ;be norfa 
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sicle. and that ~here a1·i) roilro1>,ds 11t1ar ~nough t, enRl>l spnr 1 . .-.1<;\; . tn b~ rnn In 
tbe stree1s from the railroads to fae!ory sites. 

The Gre11t ~orthern Rll.itroad is c rtainly n nr enou2:h to ri,· er,;ide !aetorv 
sites northwest or the ri,•er for a few blocks abo.-e the Mi$~ion trc •1 bri,4;,·. 
Further up th e river. ho..-e.-Rr, tbe railroad rises so 'high '1bwe the. rh•er that ,mm· 
lraek8 could not be easily brought to foctory sites along the rivPr, u.nhigs :-orth 
Ciescenl A,·enue should be gi.-en up to railroad tr~cks. and it is d<'lubtiul wb th ,. 
the owners oi residence propert-,· would ll.g<t'C io that ns o{ snch ~n imp,rbnt 
sheet 11s this ls likely. to become. 

"But. e ven if the north side of tbe river from Mission lreet brld,re to D 
Streel bridge. ·should be given o..-er to lactory sites. tho oleasure driv could be on 
the south side pi the river. and the facrories Muld be made Tcason:i.bly good look­
ing, ~nd !hey c<>uld be embellished with vines and no.rlinlly sc:reened by tr es in 
:-(orth Rh-er~n Street a.nd o.n the bank. 

South o( the river the rail.roads a.re too distA11t fr om tbe ri>•e:r. Crom th "Bnnne 
,\ ve.nne bridge to D Streei bridge, to encourai:e f,he locaiion o( mn.nuJoct,ries r e­
qniring a spur trno.k. Abo'<'e that poin the ple:1sure dri"e mi~ht be cnrried atnn -: 
the north side ot the r i«er i! ~he stlnth ~id becomes occupied by fa ctories. 

The area of land required for this parkway. on both sides o ( the riv r bel'>w 
En~t&ide Park tn Yis~ion A..-enu brid~, i · '.?4 o res, nnd its length i one ond on<·· 
third miles. 

PLAYFlllLDS: 
In addition to the pli1.~·fialds to be pro,•ided in mo.st of the park rP(err,•,I t". 

there should be Se\'eral oth rg distributed ~, e.-enly ns possible in t.he ,1lrel\rly oc­
cupied parts of the city. 

Generally, these playfields would ha\'e to be in subdivided land. 
'l'hc blo k,; nre t18'u1llr either 270 feet squnre or 270 (e<'t br 600 foet . Th<' 

width of one block is nol suitable (or baseball. bec:.:uue the bell i , lfable ,o bit 
perso.ns in the stroet uot on the w:iteb (or it or t.o d:1mage prfrate property. Th~ 
minimum s ize should tbet:eforc be (ou.r squ~res or 600 feet square. . 

Th is siz ~houJd permit of a row o! trees nnd R narrow bdt nf shru_hb~ri· 
around tbe pl11rfi.eld. ijO ns to pnrtialty er n lb neccssnrily bare pl11yii 1!I from th~ 
view 1>f people i11 surrounding houses. 

a ground of that si:1111 go 1l.tted up would be neither "s useful nor ns atlractiv,. 
in appearnnce u !IUch :i playfield unattached to ~ pnrk should be. lt woulrl hP 
for beti.er tn double its siie to 600 feet b? 1260 ieet : ih .. t is, eizbt s.qu are.s or foor 
loni; block&. 

ln .,,,..,, a g-rou.n<I the"' could be o fawn. \\·Ith wnlk.s. , nd ,;hrubberr. at one 
end, then n little folks ' plnyg,-ound. then a women·~ cmtd~ot 11!~,nn,isium, lhen • 
public sh lter·house. with toilet and drcssing?"Ooms. t.heu n men·s outdMr p,n ­
nasinm, ancl at he olhe-r end a lsr:::e. hard gra..-el "Dley6eld. wi th " border or trees 
ond shrubbery. This boys · plnyficld ca.n be •lightly deprosi ed. so it cnn b k p! 
Hooded (or a Lew weeks in winter. when ice would form quicklr, there being on!}· 
a tew incb s of water to cool. ond where p,irent.s could allow th ' ir ~.hildren tu 
-,;knee without fear of drowning . 

In connection whh the shelter there could be n porch { r n brass bnn . th~ 
nodience bein~ seated on ~ettees on :1 bard gra.'el surfa e wilh ho.cl.e trees. where 
any number conld be accommodated withou injur y to the l~wt1s nnd $hrubbery. 
Thi - bard gruel are<> cnn be u.scd. when here i,; no c ncert, for n congro ntlni, 
nnd resting plnce n_nd by little ch"ild:ren for hoop r ollin~. skip rope, hopscotch. and 
. uch i;ames. 

It is not to be supposed thAt 1111 t he~e things ~•n b nlf >rdl.'d in the neu !11 
lure, but it is of the utmost im1>ortsnce thu laud for plnvfl~ld nr a ,;ize 11dequnh• 
to co11t11i.n such pro.-isinn for health and rec ren ion, sbnllld be se urijd n aw. 

There ;,. no question but thAt th e lo.nd for pln1·1i •Ide. ill be worth oil ii . 
cosl to the ·pres1:ot 1:e11eutfon. who will pay for it. e,·<?Jt if it i,; onlr :?r,ulotl and 
smoothed to ennble the. b ys to plny ba ll upon i t,. 

For this re.1.S<>n i would be r eMnnnble to asses the r:,~ 1\1 su r h pbr_;-round~ 
Oil all property within eas1· wnlki'D!! di. once of it. 

W'hi!e we nitrr tn 1besc grounds ns plny6.elds. t,, distin-ruisb then•. It mny b~ 
deemed bettu poli y to call them p.uks. lest the owner oC land to be a-s~esse<l 
~hould !,'!et tho i'mpril.$1'ion th11t. tht>y nre lo be bl>re and 11:;lr. As A ml\tt.er <>f !• r1 . 
they would certninl,· not be ns bnre ond ~Ii· as rho streets. and nn on ol)jeei to> 
,t-i:ecl~ o.n that score. 

U is ortcn a good idon, e;;µeeially in lhe ,small r psrks ~nd plarfields. to e~­
tend the park to the <!llrb line o( th surroundin~ atreet.s. or nme or the:n., h ~ 
in eff'•ct con idernbly nlarg-ing tbe park. In plael' o f the roi;uln $i.dewalk. " vi •' • 
park '<\•all. stroii;ht or or\'ed n~ the de s i::n may require. is laid out in ,be part. 
far enough trom the ourh ro mnkP it dist"inctly n. Dnrk walk anrl not ,t regular si1l~­
wnlk. This eft.,ct may oflen be increased b~· irrei:ulnr m:1sses o{ trees and i;hr nll · 
b ry behveen the park "'-nlk :inti the curbstone. U:<uolly the walk is nnt so int\! · 
reet as to seriou,-Jy discommode inere PM:t>r br. wh ile her nrl' ,,.i,·en an enjoyu1ent 
of the little park which they "'onl,1 ,rot e l i_n tbe . nme de£re• if tl1t•)· hn ,1 , "·all. 
hr oauide 1he p3r)<. · 
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A wading pool h,u been found Lo be n desirable rentu:re in parks 11.nd pti,y-
6eld&, e!f!)ecially in localities where there an a l,l'eat many little cihldren. The 
idea can be w rl<ed into eithn !ormnl or \n!ormal designs. :-ot only is the snt· 
face of water a desirnble l1mdseape fea t ure, but it is donbly usetu-1 $i11ee it can be 
used in winter io good ad.-&nt,age Cor skating. WbiJe intended prlma:rily for Wlld· 
ing and ror sai ling toy boats, the wadi-ug pool bas i.n se\'eral i11stnnces come lo b~ 
u,;ed by little children for bath ing during -warm weather . rt bathin" is permitter.. 
snitable dressing room~ should be provided when they can be 1111:orde,L It i. 11lsn 
necessru:y to have a walk all around the pool , so children snllinir lo)· boats ca" 
r eaeh the shoro at alt poi.nts wit'hout wearinJ:? ouL turf or shrubbery. 

When it call be afforded.. the moin buiiding in a ola,iield ca.n be lnr e enou h 
10 iuclude indoor gyau,asiums !or men nnd boys 1111d Cor women and _.;rls, with 
dressing rooms. sbower baths· and even a awimmi.ns: tank bu.t.. as a genersl ru l~. 
bnHdings for such purposes ne so large as to be all out of proportion co the park 
~nd to the outdoor idea, and 11re mote appropriately placed on lots bou ht f r the 
purpose, and built with other than park -r.iti.ds. and mnnoged by some other de­
partment of the city government th,m the Park c~m1misiion. 

Rays Placyfield : In l:bys Park Subdi.-ision the city already O\\"ll$ t"'<> long 
blocks., end to end. The t-wo long blocks 11.lonpide o! the.lie, e>n ihe so11th. have 
only four houses on them, :ind should certainly be see11red. In fa ct , it w nld be 
wise to :1dd the ne:ct two blocks sou.thwnrd. which are entirely v-acnnt. 

With the area recommended, this ptay6eld or heat park could have borders 
wide enough to include law·ns, little lokes. shrubberies. g,1rdening nnd otlier fea­
tures intervening between th bBrr pl:'lyfi Id nnd lh sU1'1'1>undiu,: residences and 
affording rnmbli11g grounds for thnse not inter st~d in the b"J>Orls on the pla;iield 
pro_per. 

:By sddfog ixtec>n acres to tJl e exi~ting Jl(lrk. a torn ! acre of about twenty­
three or twtnty four acres, including $!reets to he ,·sc3 ted, will be provided for 
a plsyileld and 'J):U-k i11 the northeastern pa r t o( the city. 

Lidgerwood P12.yjield : It would be desirable to seen.re three more blocks of 
l1>nd in Lidi,erwood Park Addition to add to the block nlready controlled by the 
Pa:rk C<>mmissio.n. in tbu !ocallty. 

By thus adding 11.2 :acres ( induding streets to be vacat.ed) to the predously 
acquired block, the total size of this p loyfield would be 14.2 acres. 

Lougl'11Uow l'layfl.eld : Lt is :ilw!lyll de..iroble to h,ixe pl11yflelds adjoining, or. 
if th11;t ia not possible, n eu to, lr1rge p11bHc schools. For tbis reason, a playfielrl 
is recommended in cooneciion with Longfellow School. 

Con5iden.ni that this plo.yfield wonld _not be so widely sep .. rated from Ilo,o, 
and Lidgijrwood ph1rfieldH as the &versge apace between proposed plny6elds, two 
Ion blocks. !en the lot oocupi d by !be school. ma; be considered ,mfficient. 

Adding 5 .7 ac res including th stree t 1> be ,·Mated) to l,hl sr.h<'lnl Int . woulcl 
mnkc the t 1,1 rea oC this p!B)' tield 6.'i sc:res. 

Logan Pla~eld: This plsytleld adjoi,:~ Lu.:lnn School. It will includ~ blocks 
4., 5 and 6 of Oonla11· Addition, and 3. 4, 9 :iud 10 of Heath's 5t-h Addition. T 
is important to hAve It as lar,;:e as proposed. b ecau,e it lies nenre:r the den3eJy in ­
habited po.rt Qf the city north oi the river than nny ot her contemplo.t.ed p lnyfcel<I. 

It ma.y e..-en pro" nccessl\ry to pr,'hibit bnseball on this. pl l\)'-ficld. in ord~r 
that it may be used by as many children. as pos ibl•. 

Adding 11.2. ncres (in~Tuding streets to be ,·neatedl io the cxistil\g s hool lol. 
,..ould make t he totnl area of this plnyfield 12.7 11c res. 

Sinto Playfield: Tltis playfield inoludes si~ squares and two half square,; 
soulh o! )fission A,·enue. next to t he former city e<1s~ b undary. This lnnd is al • 
most /ree of houses. nnd the ,·icinity is thinl>· fl~pula.led. but it is clearly goin:,: 
to be thickly populated. 

Mis!ion A venue is destin d to become :1 " ry importnnt thoroughfare. and 
should be widened in anticipnt\on of e. street railway upon it. 

Tb to1_al nren of ibis pln~1ield (including ~tre~ts to be vaeated) wonld l:,e 
20.s acres. 

West Riverside Playfield: 'tbi is a trian~uln oiece o! gTOun·d north ~, Olnrl. 
A,•cnue anti "'""t o{ Ontario Sueet .. and lies nlong th south b:,nk of the ri.-u. 

Tbere ~O"Dld be a sbndy promenndc nlong the ri er. The rest of tbe park 
~bould be mninly devoted to 3 haril ~3..- I plnyfield. but there may mlso be p-ro• 
Yision for the ven• lit tle biJdren. 

The area. o! this park is about 5.'i acres. 

trnderl11ll. Playfield : This is nn almost vnca.nt t-ro t of ll'?'<>Und just outside the 
fom1er eity bound11r-,· and south ()( Hartson _.\;"<e11ue . It is less than half a mile 
u:ost of Edison S1>hool. It · urea would 1,e 17.9 acre,;. 

Jackson. Play:!ield: This phryO.eld is ir: the outskirts nf the builtup portion of 
the nortliwe.t quarter of the citr. It lie~ uorth of :-orthern B rnlevard and west 
of Ce,lnr tr~et , snd ontuins 10.4 acres. 
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Courthoa.sc Pal'I< : To o.rl'ord a di1cnified set tin• ,>n the n rth for t.he imposin:, 
Court House. and 111 r edeQm th e qU11lity of its neighborhood Crom u ly commer • 
cial d e ,•elOPjl01lt, n couple nl hl1teks £ land eqllll l to .&. I n re hould be scqu ire,I 
jointly by tlie County and ity north or ihc ourt Honse. The ity could own tlle 
northern ponion ,ond de,·elop it mainly for 3 pl•n~round for little ehHdren. Thu 
southern l)Ortion eonld he d V"Oted ·o h,wni; nnd wolks. 

If the Colleg~ cnn sp re the block south of tb.e Coun H<'u~e. th•t t-00 should 
be bought by the Cou nty and m:ide into u. park, in orde r to 3/l'ord " di,rnlfied tronL· 
~ge fo r the Court Hou e. Coun ties a quire nnd impro ,·e ond maniLge psrk in other 
sL'ltes. so h hould nof be hur<l t-0 nbtnin the leg:,! authority to ,\n . " in th.is tat e. 

Spobne Falls Park : ·we strongly r ecommend the acquisition uf the little 
promont ry and the small rocky islet in th~ river north of the west end of the 
Grea t .·ort hern R3ilro. d lo, .. ~r bridge. adjoining the Post Street brid~. ns A means 
or p rovidi ng a ~ood point from which the i,11blio cn n for \'Cr ,-l~w pokQne Fnlls . 

.Considerin~ tbnt tbe icy of poknne owes i " ex:i tt>nc t 10 these fall,;. it wocld 
be mo$t tl tini; tbnt this i:ood \'iewpoiut nf he falls should be preserved for the 
public. Othe r ledge. odjoinioi: the f•II~ ,<ho uld be pr~~et'Yed. if pradh:a~le. 

Jf Lincoln Street is car ri d thrnu •h Crom 'P.r(l1Ldwar to Bridiie Streetc: this Ur­
tlo pnrk would lie east of Lincoln tree! and n orrh of tile Great ~ orthern l:tnil.road. 

By filling in from Lincoln lreet to. and incluclin~. t.he rocky islet nnd nort11-
ward to the south line of Cnllege Street (extended), an area of L7 acr-. wouhl 
be seeured. 

B.lver Ballks: Whe r ver it is po• ible !or the Park uin1ni sion tn acqu i:r • 
conLrol of 1,he ri\" rbed or of the. banks b~· gif t, or b; purohose ot o reasonable 
price, it wou-'<l b a good thing t ,l<>. $ th e ;:.it~· l""O"·s, in don~ily or P" PUIMion, 
even the ,;:nulle·t . reM oC t haL sort will nrl'ord elttr m h· ,· nluoble p lnce.s ,~her h•· 
people con go ~ en.joy the ~, e ,~ of the rh·er . E,·en a· trip onl, wide en on1th r11r 
~ w11lk fr m nn strce~ r the n •:,; t wuuld. be sum ien to e ,•entun.lly w:irrrtnt I b<' 
expense of ronstn, tion . 1'nr loo oft •n ~a luable opportun iti of tbllL ·1r ~ h ,. ,. 
been pe:rmitccd ro be lost by cities on rivers t>r Othe~ waters .. 

IMPROVEMENT OF EXISTING PARKS : 
M.:tnito Park: The eity is fortunate in possessing already a local park so 

large, ~o weli situated, and so aceessible as this is. 
No com:pr ·hen ~h· e p!ao seem• to b11.-e been follo,.-ed for the o.ssignu, n l of tn,• 

ra riou,; pllrts oi lllis park for spec.in ! usu and for the landscnpe ·Nalmenl of tho. ,, 
pnru in hnrmony with t he Lop ~rnph>· nnd with the assi .ned u.ses and at the snme 
time in hnrmon y with II pre·d~ ter min d genera l la ndscnpe hancter (Qr the whole 
park. 

There is no •dequato playtield in this park. The only Jaw, Je.-el ground suit 
able for a good ·_sized mt,sdow landscape has trees bun bed in the middle instead 
of around the borders. 

'!be _piotur~ que, w ot her -beaten ledges, peeinlly int r• ·tin,: tn dly ll '•upJ .. 
used to tidy, clipped law11s and gras, plots, sppes~ to be in process o{ bein i:;rnd · 
ualy covered o ,•er with n thin !ayer o( earth followed by p,1 . . a ·r~ ,ind tn~n·. 
,ppnrentl>' p r tty much ot ra.ndom, s~itr flower beds have be.en formed. Thi~ 
scr:>ppr tnerbod of J?rocedure will r esult in many more or Jes is'll:1ted :1 nd inef· 
fecthe littl e lawn .. . ple:1singl r irregular in ou~line snd surfo . bu tend in~ too 
mn oh 10 extr rr.e smooth.ne& and stiffneu of effect and in~oh·lng n dispropo r tiona te 
oxpense fo r wn tering and mnin1ennnce :is compnred with 6.rsl cos t. 

One o f the mos nttr<>ct h·e ehs-rac teri~ t lcs o( a l!l.wn is lhat it is ,io in'l'itlui; t o 
,troll nod s i upon in Wllrm weather. A.no1her plensio; {enm r~ ii A lft r ite l•wn i 
ie .effect o f breadth . An nc.re of law'U is m,re plea11im: to the e~-e stre1,;h ing in 
one expnnse do ..- n • little ghufo, wi th ledges no d .-ines nnd wild ltowera. sha i!l' 
trees :rnd .groups ( shrnbbery bor derin-g it. •• ih:1n the ;mme ext nt of tor! corrierl 
,·er knolls and o r u and nmoog ledges. :Besides, it is ch aper to m3inciin. as it is 

nsnall ~· on better soil. r equiring ther efore less wa tel'.io~, and ro n be dipped with 
the hor se l:,wn mo-..,e r instud of b., bond. Tb:it is t sny. a$ a rnJ.e it wouJd b 
a bett r plnn to pend lhouunds of dollnrs for a foirly l:srge, c otinuous lawn it1 
n .-alley. e,·en i f it hould req·uire niueb grndinq. bl~ tiu·i;. ,lrnina."e and lnyio,; Cl f 
irrigation tiles. thnn to extencl cl ipped 1?:rass over or omong led.gas. ,.,.her e i is out 
, f hsrn,on~· in 11pp nrance aod cost!; in maintenance. i f less co t ly <1 s tnrt with. 

Tbere i. mua.b rough, led~· ground In this pBrk. Doubtless thnt bni:I omethini: 
d o witb its selec ion for n _pnk. T he l'\nd. th:n is lo 5tly, looked disc l:>Urng;n(: 

for lo ,.,·pricNI suburban loo;. l'n some d grce it i8 d.iscourng ng nnd costly to ilt 
it for u,e n·. " public park, yet h i ,-:-orth inor ior :s p rk than for fifty- Ion 
lots. 

'l'h promin nt ledges are d cided l,- .- ,dun bl as 1,icturesque lnndsc:ipe {e:i• 
lures. The)' should lie are(ull y p reser,·ed :ind t3ken nd,-antnge of in designin~ 
a ll kinds of impro'l"ement.. 'l'bc re are many nreu~ o! ledge. h >"·c.-er. that nre lb 
and ucinl erestini:: . ome, e . .-en, nr;, rathH suj?~esti n , of a bad piece of pnx in.,, , 
thnt is, a surface one would t rampl e over wi1ho11 hougbt of in jury to benu.tHu l 
lichens nnd rock p laMs. Where such is c lea:rly I.he :,se. o ne m.>y be plen-ed 10 
b:we something more uselul ,>r ruore heouri(al .substi tu ted . Tlti.s w~nld !rive ri ~­
in plftnnin!?. :o n ~3ricty oi exped ient~. 

BoARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 

ln one Auch apot I.here might be a natural.i tic rock ga:rden, wi.tb clearl)· de­
doed path.a winding through it-not a blob OT mound of loose at.ones and eartll 
piled o.p in a most Ullllatu:ral way . 

Or, .on a sum.mi~ commanding a -,,iew, the ledge mar be eo,·ered by a concourse 
10! carnages or, on a fOlaller scale, by bud gra,·eJ congregating places ror pedea­
Lr,ans. 

Some other !edgy ~pots m~· be covered l,y summer houses or otbe:r build· 
ings, es-pee.ially such llll conld well have outlooks 11J1d would be picturesque lo look 
at. If on flat ledges where there is no outlook or if not intended to be eon· 
~picuous, such buildings . can. be co,·ered by vine's growing at spots where there 
1a en)ugh earth or gi,ow1ng 1.11 ~cially prepared earth. 

Many uni.Dtensting ledgo surfaces can be readily covered by vinea with good 
effect: others ca.n be gradu!Jy covered with rock;wort {Sednm) , of which tnere an 
more tnai_t r. score o! ~ds, all o( wbfob will g:row on ledi:-ea with little or no eadb 
n.nd requrre no wa_tering. ~o cover flat ledges wiLh. Sedum is slow and pechap~ 
costly compared ~th sprea~1ng :, few inches of earth a.ad seeding it with grass, 
but when d~ne, \t is pleasm(r and appropriate and almost no expen~e for main· 
tenance; whlle chppe!l grass 1s tam.e IIJld commonplace, iDAppropriate and illoglca I 
in such. P(aces, and mv(?l\"es a large a.nd disproportionate cost for watering anJ 
b.a.nd clippmg. Sedu.m w,n no\ sta.nd walking ttpon like g,-ass, I\O it bon!d be used 
o_n l edges only where it is uot ~esigned to have walking exeept on walks. Other 
hule rock plants can be used Ill the same way more appropria.telr than cHpped 
CPnl,U • 

. For a few ye:irs it may conllnue to be ad .. i~• ble to have the ioological ab.ow ln 
:Manrto Park, bu.t all arra.ngementar in connecfion with it there should be made with 
the idea of e<'CntuaJy removing the show to a larger park. 

ID parks the 2oologict11I collection should al""8YS be reprded n1erely u an in­
cidental attraction, and it shouJd not be 11llowed to Absorb an undue ah.are of the 
p_ark app~oprlat.ion. A complete ~oo!ogical show ia a very e:q,ensi.ve affair, p!lr­
~1cularly m ~amtenance. The pnncll)le ahould constlllltly be kept in mind that 
indoor attractions ne not appropriate in park.o. The people visiting pub should 
be l<ept O!Jt.-ot-doors aa much as possi ble. Iodoo:r a ttt11ctions are not. oiuy contrary 
to the apirti ol parka, but lhey are muob more use!-ul to the whole b;)dy of citi­
zen• if housed in bulld.111.gs near th.e eentre o1 the cit;. where );bey = be enjoyed 
with the leu-t loss of time for getting to them. 

Ii follows tbe.r efore that the zoologic:al show in p11rks should be con.tined mainly 
to ha:rdy animals; b<ltb because these can be seen out-of-doors and becanse they wU! 
n~ed only =obtrusive, cheap, little buildings, without the expeJ1S~ of beating and 
with macb less e~ense for food n:nd attendance than tropkal anl=ls. 

Many hardy animals are grul.ng a.nimals, and !!Deb ahon.ld ba,ve a,:nple p&stu:rea, 
not (!nly· for their health, but in order that they ll\8Y be seen under conditiou ap­
proxunately u c.lo~el; a~ posi;ible the naturBI conditions to which they are aecus· 
to11;ed. Just as h.-e anunalJ! are m.ore icterestlng than stuffed ones, so animal~ 
actmg naturally are more Interesting than when they are in a, cage or tu a bar<• 
ear.~ ~orral. Incidentally, . this_ idea falb In with the general purpose of parka of 
providing healthful re117eat1on 1n the open air, becau.se io see herds of dee?'. elk . 
and the like, in pastures, Instead of in corrals, leads visitors to walk fu:rtb.e~ an<I ,o get more exercise. 

The prime object is o.ot that people should have a cbnnce t~ ace the greatest 
number of strange animals, and learn most nbont them, in the • hortest possible 
time, but that they should find the p:u:ks interesting and worth coming to time 
after time. 

To barmon.ize zoological sbowR with naturalistic park landscape, ingenuity 
~ould ~e exercised to_ make the neot~sary fences, shelters and winter quarters as 
~nconsp1cnons as po,;s1ble. lf tbe walk for the public is on a aidehlll tb·e feur~ 
ca.n be wboUy or in part i.n the fonn of n retaining wall. In any c88e, it i_s pleas · 
an_ter to seo th~ animals over a fence than th.rongb it; so. if the walk ea-nnot be 
raised, it may be possible to set the fence in a little ravine. In other words. the 
wlllk shop.Id be designed. n ot as the 8bor1es1- route bet-ween two places nor as the 
cheapest ronte. bnt as the route which can be most fully adapted to 'showing the 
an.imals t-0 the be.it advantage. Side IUld back fences !lllll be set somdimes out of 
"ight beh ind a ledge or hillock, or they can be nl:uited out. If trees t1.i:e objection· 
able, bushes of sort,i lhat graz:ing animal& do not browse on, can be planted. 

Pastures should be ot mode;..te aue, lest the a.ni.mals get too far awar to be 
seen . to advantage ; but as small pastures wear out and ~et ab11bb:r, if used co11tinn· 
oiuly, there should be enough of !hem so a1me cnn be left vaennt su U>.e grass 

will recuperate. There should be ample means of irrigation. The same applies to 
:ill the outdoor enclosnrea. There should be at least two paddocks for eacb grou-p 
of animals which would wear out the turf. 

The boundaries of Manito Park are not sat.is{actory. To make the parlr thor· 
ougbly 11sefut a8 well as ploasicg in &llpearsnce, mor-e SJ>tooth, le,·el land is needed 
!or playOelds. This indieatea that a considerable addition should be .made ai the 
northwest corner. No doubt the stndy of II cirenit drive in the park wonld show 
the :need of other changes of boundary, especially at the re·enlerinl! =gle on th.e 
we,;t side. 
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The drives in Manito Park are too narrow and have in places too steep grades. 
Th.ey serve present purposes at ittle. first cost, but. i! the proposed pukw:.ys are 
r anied out, the drives in. this park should be reg;irded as part of a general systPm 
o( drives, and ahould be as wide, as ea,;y o! grade, and as b.9.rd and &mo.ith u 
other drives of ~he system. It is likely thnt i ~ would saerifice t-M much land .-alu­
able for other park purposes. to carry a dri~e north of the big ledges. u.n"less con­
siderable more land la added to the pa.rk there. 

A.a. examination oi the pros®t bouncu.ries shows some of tbem lo be j~gged 
and unS11itable from tbe point of view of park design. 

To improve the boundaries in this re111>Cct. 11s well as to prov-ide 11 good pJay. 
6.eld, wonld require additional land to tbe extent of &b out 31 acres (including 
streets to be vacntell ) . Adding this to ihe p-resent area of 85.6, w()uld mllke- the 
total area o( thia park 116.6 a,:.i,es, Which would be none t ()O lnge to pro~lde for 
the requirements of the growing- population tributary to it. 

Coeur d'Alene t>ark: Tbis park does not :>0T1ear to be in pressing need or 
modification and further lmpro'l" e:ment, but, when tund.s can be sp:ired for the pUr· 
pose, it eon be made more convonieot fllr ah.ort -cutting ; suHable srI"llJlgeme·nts Ior 
the little c.hildren can be installed .; a good bandst,11nd can bo provided, and • com • 
modious and attractive shelt~r-house, whh toilet 11ccommodJlious, cau b1! erected. 

I.o a.ny case, the wild pine trees m•y deai:rnbly be thinned out gradually ll_nd 
more variety secu.red. by planting. As the city grows in size and density, the in · 
~re~sed use of sot'. coal will gradually kill the pines, so it will be pruden~ to gei 
deciduous t rees which will stand the smoke Marted. 

A larger amount of ornamental shrubbery .aod small•growinl? trees wi.11 lend 
uriety 11nd interest and. by coocenling some parts of t.he park from r;,thers. will 
tend to make t he p!!.rk seem larger to thos~ wbo stroll in IL 

As the popub1ion increases in deruity, the- omQunt of drivu should be· reduced 
and the number nnd width of 11'alks should be in.:reaaed. 

A wading pool, alibougb for the pras nt. perhaps, too cosUy tor puddling, wou1d 
afford • pleasing land.scap feature. •~ ..-ell a.• gpor t fol" tho childTen. The area 
of this park is 9. 76 acres. 

Liberty t>ull: : Thi , park, with an nTU o! 2-l-.5 seres. i~ ~n nmeh brokoo into 
hiUs and valley• with ob?"upt •lopes nnd prom.i.ntu1t projecting ledges \-bot ii is 
capable o f uncommonly pieturesque landscape gardenin~ dev11lopment. Un!or­
t·u.nstel)", howe,·er, tbe~e muked lopoirrapbical fenlure . will make it dHlkult nod 
cosll;- ~ impto'<e properl)' for the fteth•e "1>01'\~ ol the consrnntl)' increasin.g num 
hers of children of th<· neighborhood. 

The population in this vicinity is 11t prasent rel&tively sparse. go the wenr and 
tear on the turf of the park so for ha~ been very moderate. In devising ll pl:i..n !or 
the permanent impro'l"emeot o( th park. provisions mn.s-t b ,nade !or accommod.at­
i.ni, thousands oi c.h ildren. For this purpose steep slopos of 1rf8SS, narrow walk-s 
and flower beds scn.ttered about ne, in~ppropri.ate. 

We doubt lhe ad.-isability o! hn,·iog dr i.-es in this pllrk. beca.use it i1' am:>11 
nnd the land s teep. so t hat d:ri.-e,; will cut up the park badly nnd interfere unduly 
""ith lu use b>· children. Visitors in carriage &nd automobiles can see the who le 
ot lbe park and enjoy all !he '<itw perfectly woll from the su-.-rounding streets. so 
thAt H is 11ot /LI all essenifal to pro.-"ide drives for the r eln.tiHly !ew visitors in 
vehicles. 

The h1gh, but rougb. western pnn of the park would best be titted up n:ainl~· 
for the little children by means o f scup• and llwingi; and other &pparatus. There 
mny be a broad teruce w:,l.k nlong the east brow of this hill well sb:aded. from 
wbicb visitor:! may enjoy tbe fi.ue distant ,·iew as woll "3 the views within th 
puk. In connection with aucb " walk, 3n abundance of s tee{' should be pr \'"ided. 
An~· trees plAnted belo"'• i should be of small•growin~ sorts hat will never grow 
high enough to obstruct the view. 

Il would be appropri:lt e and pleo.tiDI? to ha<"e n lakP in the ,·alley which oc · 
cupies the middle of the p:uk, and this lake may be made h51low eno11gb for wad ini: 
and for toy boat sailing in summer sod f r skating in w;n1er. 

It will be on expensive malter to make the whole bottom of the nilley into 
a wading lake, bec.aase- of th11 cost of clny paddling and of ssnd for the oottom. sn 
it may be ,..ell nt 6.rst t-o restriet the size to thsl of a modernte pool near the outh 
circuit walk and to covet the res t o! the low ground with turf. 

The lower bill northeast of ibe m:ain valley i sn teep 11.nd so limited in nr~n 
on top that it .is bud to uti!he. H is not at all worth while to have a dri~e np 
on t.o it. Perhaps its summit wuld be leveled sufficiently for a tennis cou.Tt or 
two, with its enclosing fences covered b~· ,·ines a.nd mn~ked by low·growing trees. 
Perhnp$ a broad-s:prend iog helter- house or a-rbor on it would be more useful and 
cert3inly more picllll"esque. T.he sides of this rocky !,.--:nob wonld bes~ be co.-ered, 
fur the most part, by v-ines And masses or tow. hardy shl"ubbery. robust enoog'h or 
prickly enough to r esist fairly well tho 'IVenr nl\d teu o! children.. and at the s3m 
time generally not hi h enongh to make policin;z d ifficult. If sneh n treatlllent wer• 
snccessful, the led1r>· Mil would be br more s11propri tel~- nnd more beaotiiull~· 
clothed tb1tn with clipped tort. AS seems to be tlte int t'n t inn n pre. em . 

RoARD OF P,,RK Co~nIISSIONERS 

Tbe hollow nt the east end of th e park i& eoucealecl from tho western pnt f 
the park by the io1-erveni.ng hill. h w ould therefore be "dmissable as a m:>iter 01 
design. !I S it would certainly be useful, t o trrnde as much as po11sible of il t ~ 
le.-eL and have there o hnrd gra.-el playfie.ld for tbe small boys. As· a general rule. 
the use of ballg,-ounds in all the sinntler park~ should be limited to b,ys of the 
grammar school age. Big"er boys :i.r e more !\able to h.urt otbo-,.s, as they hit the 
ball so mu,;,b hardor, nnd. moreQver, tney nr-e more ap ~ 10 rui.<'e monoy for csr farl'~ 
to the larger parks. Trees plant d a.bou1 th is plnrfield woul<I atT<>rd sh11de for nn 
lookers nnd nl the same time screen the b3re ~urfoce from .-ic"· from su:rroondin:: 
houses. 

Th pnr p , ,.,-all ,,looe th . pre en nn!T w drh·t • TO the 1>orl.:. 1,etw (}e n 1h,• 
ltigh hill a.ad the lo~ <'alley, is 11.n ugly feature, ns it seems inlend~d to cut th~ 
park io two. ~o drive is real.ly needed. so it would better be turned into n walk . 

At pres<>nt there is n noticeable lR,;k o r ~bad in thi park. Th• r ,,., pin~s re· 
ruaining C<tnnot be reli d upon. as they will e'l"entnallr succumb ~o Ille citcy smoke. 
On th.e oth r hnnd, ir mony ~11i 1ob l,' de~iduou !Tee• ;.h old b~ planted in nd1·an •e 
of ;r11ding I.bey would in time be ln,rge enoug-h to serionsly hamper the sub e ­
qaent impro eµ,ent oi th pnrl<. Still. if a enreful!y tt1udied plan should be adopted. 
,here would no doubt be plnoPs wh ere ra-eu c()uld be planted sl points and on 
gr.ades in ecordanco witb the plsn "·ithou~ intarferin,: with sub ,equc.nt impro~e· 
m nts. Cert11in part6 o( the plnu could be exec11 ted year by yeiir. thus eubliu;: 
more pennRn nt tre s ~o b phnted ln their proper position , ; al. o dlllni: requir d 
by the plan could be deti ,· ered i:riidually lrom street ~ndini:. se.,.<> rs and ce!lor 
excn,·Btions in tlie neiiihborb ood . 

Stradllcona Park: This is n small o,•sl, cut out of the four corners or hluck ~ 
at whllt "·ould ha.-e be n the in t r se I ion or Laura tree! with 11 th A11enue, S. E . 
II is only about 140 feet by 300 feet. or ~ight-tenth of an acre, or including bor­
der slre'-'t 1.5 :icres. 

If the Puk Commission in ocr,..pting tbis little park ag:reed to build sod m3i11 
in.in the au.rro undlni: trcct, ftb<>ut 25 or 30 feet wide. it mnde. in ou r opinion, a 
b:1d bargain for lhe. city. 11 there ,;,.•as no such agrei31Uent, whn.t sh()u ld be done 
would be best determined h}· ~"nditions as lo which ,.-e 1>rc not posted. 

tr the snrroundin.g lots for th most p11.rt face on the rell'Ular streets, il would 
probably be besi t-o gel the n~pt o: owners ()( the Caw lots Iaciut; on the psrl.­
lo som~ ll.l"r!lngcmcnt of nlle~·s al the ;:-ea r of ,heir lot for delh-ery of co:11 . removal 
or nshe~. etc., and to hll..-ing B sidewalk tJDly roond the margin of tbe o,· 1. H 
1his I" n nt fen s. ible, it would be cheaper in the lon.1; run for the Par'· Cnmmhssion 
to buy the {ew lots f-neing on the ov~l and req_u.irin.~ street fronltl&'C, l)nd t-o add 
them 10 the puk, und sn s.11,·e the cos of bulldin,: and mo.intaining b1>undary rood£. 

The shape of tbis llnle park b eing symmetrical. its design should be a formo l" 
nne. In tl1 cenfl'e tharo muy be 11, little s-ummei- house. with high-bMked b~nches 
surrounding 8 small. oblong or cir<:11lar tool TOQm where the mnn in tharg: r~n 
r etire in C3Se of Slaorm , nd to eat bis lunch In lturini:: cold weather. 

Io addition to the elliptica marginal walk, there would bAve to b• iwo str•irh• 
wnlh. one on the long and the other on the short axis. These mny h:ive rows of 
ornamental shrub . mall flowering tree. sud ft ,~er beds.. "!'here mi!rht he "nnll 
founlllin basin.s inlerruplint; th~ Joni; n,cis_ walk. situated 11bou on the foci of the 
ellipse. H the surroundin~ landowners shoo.Id ag,,ec t pay holf the cosi. a uni ­
fonn de$ign of Lenee could dcsinbl)" be built n.boul tbe pork t-o acce.nt11111e its r r • 
1nnl sbapc, 11nd in thM cnsc ~rnnmental lich ~ates mi,:ht bo bu il ai Meli cn­
trnnce. 

Corbin t>ark: This long, nanow park , about 300 feet by 1700 feet) contains 
thirteen acres of level land. 

,\':"e strongly advise ag:iinst having any (lrive in this park. 
Io our opinio n. such small, level narks in a residenee nci~hb rbood &hnuld h,· 

l~ r ely de,·oted lo 11pe<:ial pro vi3ions for litll children to amuso themseh·es in. '\l ,• 
3d'l"i$e 1bal a nreth· sbeltcr-boose be 1>l11oed in the centre of the park on the line 
of Ste'\'ens StTeel . 'l"be middle of tbe hou~c should be npen nt nil timQs. so 35 tn 
form n froo passage paved Hns.h with ~he wnlks . The east wing mny be for girls 
nnd the west wing (or boys. 'rhe north end o{ euch win,, ,~ uh!. be d·evoted to re· 
tiring- nnd toilet rooms, with a room for the wom.sn in ebnrge. for sto-,.agc of re · 
tresb1rents and articles for snl>? :ind arti cles to loan or to rent ou the girl•' ~irl,• 
~nd toilet nncl admini&tr3tion nnd tool rnom. wcitb :1 lillle yard, on the men's ,id~, 
Shrubb ry should mru;k the toilet room nnd wo rk r nm ""indows. At the eut end 
of the sbeher ~here may be n r oom 3Dd a .nird. with snndbo1tes and ,:-:rnss. for bahlc~ 
n.nd ,·ery little children. Alon., the s ulh side ther~ mn.,· be n brnad oe ran'la. with 
swings and sees<1ws and other app ralus for us.u in inclement or hol. sunny 
wenther. Pnrther esst there 11?11}' be nn outdoor srmn:isium for girls and a M .r<l 
gravel yard !or little children. E"s oi lhis there mny be tennis courts. A.\ t!,,, 
west l'nd ihero w nld be a .runnin,: tr:iok. 1''itb :, bnseball 5 Id ,,. r n-tbal! 6eld 
within it, iI there is spnce enough, nnd an outdoor in-mnn.sium nod nerhaps n swim­
minll: unk. with ~on-o cheap sheds. for dressino- rooms '?r even shuply .11 Jatd wi th 
n high (ence and h ncbes con,emently nenr 10 the 1n1let r oom. rt II shnultl h~ 
<lesir d to hn,·e n S""immin~ tank for zirls, it mie:ht be between the ea~l 1'11d of 
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the building and the girls' outdoor gymnasium . Tbe whole coul,l be on e. small 
seale to hegin with, and a sme.ll charge could be made for use of bathing tights. 
suits, iowel.5, elc. In warm weaiher many children eou.ld come from nearby home · 
with bat!Ling suit's 011 and partiallv dresud. 

The idea ie thS't such a patk, devoid o_f hills and valleys, woods end ledges and 
other marked beauties oC naiurc, Ahould be made as thoroughly wieful -to ehild.re11 
u fund~ will permit, in.stead of being wholly giv n over to onrnm ntid l:>nd;;;e Rpe 
gardPn ing. ' 

The amusement apparatus in bare, hard grnvel yards will of course be very 
ugly. If there were no remed)• for that, we should, out of respect for the opinions 
of many neighboring housnboiders as well as other citizens, hesitate to urg<> sueh 
arrangements in this park, considering the evident tendency to prettiness and neat­
nus in the snrrounding cottuges; bni we are confident ihai an ibis ugliness can be 
almost wholly coneealed by beaulilul plonting. There i no reason why " higl1. 
tine-mesh, wire nelting tenca, covl'red with flowering vine , may not he :ls beanti• 
rut as a bed of colored foliage plants or oiher gardening decorations. 

The eoelosures would not occupy the whole width of the park, narrow as it is. 
nor haif the length, and there would be space for ornamental shrubbery surround· 
ing the high vine hedges and 1or pretty lawns with ornamental pools at each end, 
one of which might be fitted tor wading, and the other of which might be used 1or 
ornamental aquatic and semi-aqnatie plants; or the borders of the lawn at one end 
be decorated with garden plants and garden furnishings. .1 

Lidgerwood ParkB: These are two blocks of nearly level, pine-clad land about 
one· tbird of a mile !lpart. We h11.v nlreAdy recommended that the one between 
:\fayfair Street and Lid.gerwood· Street n.nd 12th and 13th Avenues, N. E., should 
be enlarged and developed u a plny'fleld park. 

The other block, MLwenn Standnrd n,nd Ciocin1111ti Stcre~ts and l'ah and 18tl, 
, venues, N. E., may bt, fiTealed as ~ grove of treM on turf. w-it"h !I few walks mnk­
ing 11 circuit and 11lso pro,·iding for sbort--euning, and there m y be settees, swing• 
and the H.ko, n few m,use• of sbnde-enduri:ng snru.bbery. o., amall obelter-hou.ae and 
sand bQ.xes. 

The pines should be gradually thinner! out and trees which will stand smoke 
substituted, 

Hays Park: Th.is double block, containing three acres, has already been con· 
sidercd under the h ·adiug ''Playtield Parks,'' nnd its enlargement was reeom­
mended. If, for reasonR of policy, it should be decided not to cl!IBr~ it, it would 
best be treated somewhat in the manner su!'e:ested for Corbin Park, with less space 
devoted to shelter building, outdoor gymne,;ia, ~wim.ming pools nnd ten.nis. Some 
space should be devoted to ornnmental lnwos !Lt esoh end, to meet il'le ideAS of 
those citizens who care only for landscapo gardening in such a park. If a shelter 
~n<l apparatus cannot now be e.fforded, a playlield 'about 150 feet wirle and 300 feet 
Jong may be cleared and graded in the centre, with walks leading to each corner 
of it. 

Audubon Park: This park of 31.2 acres is in the woods northwest of the 
city, between Powell and Milton Streets. It is mostly on two nearly flat, gently 
sloping tracts of land, with a band of steeper land between. 

Aside from cleaning up the ground and fencing it and keeping it neat an,l 
policing it, there appears to be no need of spending much on this park until snr· 
round.Ing lots come to bf' moze or le.ss occupied by hQu.se.s. 

It, would ho,ve,·er. b we.JI to groduoll)• thin ou~ tlie pine trees and to plant 
deciduous trees "·hich will st!lntl the smoke ,vbich must be e"pected in course of 
time. 

Tbis park is hardly large enough to warrant ha"'ing a circuit drive in it, but 
if the owners o! ~urroundlng land ', O)' e<'en those 011 one !lido, will 11gree to op"n 
alleys in lb.e :rear of their lot.fl, (or deli<-ery of COlll and supplies nnd remo,•al of 
wastes, nnd lo pay bnlf the eos1 of mn ~udumizing or 01hcrwise pn,•ing the rondwoy 
in front, it might be made on curves further from the fronts of lots thnn it wonld 
be if it had to be kept in the street. and it should be restricted against heavy or 
commerciul teaming ao<,l be maintained in por'k style. 

In other words, the park, in effect, could be extended to within ten feet of 
the prh•ate property· line on each side, nnd lot owoe.rs could be allowed to eonoeet 
with what would appear to be a park circuit d.rive, by me11ns of narrow private 
drives running in on curves to ench pa.ir of lots, or in some similar way limited 
in number. · 

By avoiding a direct connection with the streets at the corners of the park, 
making the driving entrance at th~ middle of each end, the park character of the 
drive would be so marked that there would be little difficulty in keeping out com­
mercial wagons. 

It would also be well to agree upnn uniform restrictions adapted to develop 
a plcassnt suhu.rban nCi"hbor-hood, 

'fhere will be need of s p:1rk she!Lct- fur uso by ds!tors In cosc of showers or 
for sha,le while waitin.g ror the eleetric el\rs in hot s11mmer weath-er. As usu!ll. 
there should. be toilei n.ccommoda ion.s, nnd these can be moat economically taken 
rare of by a woman with the privilege of sellin~ refreshments and certain articles 
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tu 7i.s itors. Thei: • .. ,,.~ill :1 .. b;:o be need or ad1ni.11i..stra~ion offices. of a modest- sorr 
inc luding a smmll t~b1e wniroo and materinl sh ed. ool room, Bnd tore room . • 
. It the jo1.n! d.rfr~ ides is adopted, it will b~,·c ta be liffhled nnd kept open at 

night, and 10 economie1dl~- coutrol drh·inl!'., it would be t,es-i 10 ha,· two :ate lo~es 
w·it,h. fnmilie.,, Ii-ring in them, one nt ench end. -

In that case, !he gue lodge a. th north end mii;bt he for the st.;;ble msn. 
wh o _would nls-o run Lhe horse lnwn mow;ir , efo., and tb., other mil!hl be for the 
worknig ;;:,rd~n r, whose ;fe ~ould look nller the public oilet and shelter. 

_CUif Park:. This Is_ a remnrkable litt.le park of 4.2 aeres of polygonal shnpe 
on IM north side of 13th .A,·cnue, S. \V., in Cliff Park Addition. Its area is 
4.2 acre~. 

lt <:Oll~isL.· 01Ainlr o( •· n1iniature bnttl! . .,, abrupt rock\· knoll. with clHl'-li.ke 
sides. rt ls a particulaTly impo$ing sp• imen of ~he: ch."' teri~tic loc1tJ rock'!' scen-
cnry of th~ b.ill~ south o! the city. · 

. 'the Aim should be to prr,;crora most o! i~ in as na t unl 1t condition as possible. 
V>o;is may b planted to co"er the ledge wher.e i bas been disfigured , and a nu­
t·ow rustic stone :&ta,rwn.y m~y l>e mad to vdnd ,up to the ,ru.romi of th~ little but\c, 
wh<'re :i icrrace-lika toncours wit.h a rustic Lon ~ pnrapet m1>y b designed in 
uch 3 w3y· as to a.cee otnnt-0 the oli.lf on one s.ide, and in th.is teru,;c there nuy 

be a b~nd ston lower will! 011en ~tainva1·. tn 3fford. Hnt<• e point from which 
to enjoy th~ diuunf: view. · 

.At lhe loot of the butte a. little sp11ee m:.y he t.'lken for n -imnll shelter, with 
a_ yard for sand cour1 nnd little r..hildreo · s nmufiement appa.ratus_ pedal atten· 
t1on should be "i<"an to mesll s Cor preqenting children from cln.mberin~ o~a tb 
ledges and deMroyin the delicate lichen nnd ot h er plantB thn~ add hen"ut.· lo the 
pie o resqu rock. · 

,W'be.re lbe soil i, thin o.-er ledge . ..-mes.. ll o,..-ering shrubs, and low. wild, per· 
r~J11al plants sho~Jd enernlly b!l grown. in_.t,!ad o f atfempcin,:: to xtend. the 
c hppe_d lnwTIB o,·n ,t. A• the. pines ·nnnot be regarded ~-s perm11.nen1, they s.bould 
be tb.,nnetl_ onl 3Dd o Lhe r rees th t will s~nnd smoke sbould be sdded, parlfoulsrb• 
~i:_noll-grow-1.Ilg t.rees, ~ucli ns !horns. which will afford shnd.-. wb.lle not )n'O"'ing •n 
h1gb 36 lo obstruct th~ ,·iew frnrn th terrnce. 

. Ad.a.ms_ P&rk: Thw_ irre,;u.lar sh,iped pi •1•e of larul is .L3 .18 11cre in nrell. It 
1s II worked-out _gravel p~t n·bout dfteen teei de p, bu sloping so only II portion cnn 
be tiooded. as st1pul1>ted 1n the deed. A border str et 1 0 0 fe t wid,e Is ,.:.reed upon . 

'f'.he hi.shest -;-aluo to :ldjoining prh•atc lnnrl • would b• n.ttained, cunsidu:in::: 
the c1r.ou.rosl:inces of the case. hi,· _ome !lllth arr;an~emen ns thnc suggested for 
th~ border ol Audubon. Park. 1'he in gu.lar shape i>nd ropop-ophy of tl1i'll park 
would lend the.ms Ives ~t,11 beu r 10 mnk\ng n ur~ilinenr drive. primnril)' intended 
10 a!ford ng-reenblc. and ~I,miiied nccesa to th,· fronts of bonse · fa cln;- t"he park. 
!'han the_ long, s t.rn,ght _s,d,;s. nnd flato as of. t,he former park. \,here grodef> oC 
rnters ct1n.g $treets ~dmlt or 11 , the bord~r dr"'e should be a little below the l,>ts.. 
so es: to ho..-e l~e eff~cL of elenLing hem "nd Bt ~he sn1ne im le.sseniog t he dir­
ficult1es of sloping down. from the border ~ond io the tiWe hike. 

The lake s.hould be shallow, so as to serve as a wadin~ pool and for safetv 
wben used for s:k3Hng. 1"'o • 

The upp.e.r or east ~i_de o! the purk may have a little shelter building, with 
sand bo:<es, eio., and slopme down fr<>m it to the lake th<!re should be a lawn for 
little cl,ildren. 

. The "rM!-n •ements in Lhi ~ p~rk b<1uld lu, relin ed nnd pret:y and adapted. to 
qa,et recrcnt,on, oo the Dssumpt ion lhnt the l:irl!'.er bo:rs of the neign<1orhood nnn 
e:isi ir walk as (~r ns lfooito Pnrk for ball g:1m 0 s nnd o~her snorts. 

Eighte Dtb A,-~nne, if l< nded. w esnverd tn Lincoh1 trect io tonnoct ,.-ith 
J::igbteentb .A.ven ue~ would leave n narrow gore of land between the avenue and 
the J13rk. and thi~ land should be added to the park. 

~ssion Avenue Park: This is a nnrrow strip alrrn:; ,he eenire of a portion 
of 'lflS". h)n A't"enun, a_nd has roadw~~·s ,,ra bo th sides. lti;; al" a is 1.77 acres. 

. The cha~ctcr o f t.he neii:hb?rhood i;; &uch tbnt it is very· difficult a.nd ex-pen-
sri•e to koop II !1ent and ,ittrnc t,vc. Far tbi~ r eason .it should aitber be simple 
clipped lnwo \vtlh trees regul arly spn~ed and wi lh ·-short-cut patb.s where they 
seem ine,,hnble., Or el,s il mnsl be fooaod in a nd haT"e i:-o.tewnYs nod paths onlv 
whel"e nbsolot ly nece sary. · • 

By fence, in all s.n~h coses is me,, nt a fence rucr Iv for t,hc support of vines 
J:ipnnese honeysu.c.kle. for in..tnnce,-io othe::- wor.u, n ,·int< hidi:e. The fenc~ 
hoold be or strou.g Leel piping, with top and. bottom rail nnd wi th srroo". smnll · 

niesh, plvani~ed n ttin.i;- st retched bet.,..-een. c 

With this protection. it m.a r be poss ible to ndd. "between the trees. bed~ of 
ornament.al flowering shrubboey and small 11.owering trees, !ormnlly mposed. The 
,ilm should be Co have neat, compact"J!'TO".-ini; shrubs that "·ould ba naturally preu.r. 
neat ~nd form~l . but not n(:h kinds !LS have tl o,.·ero thM would be too tempting 
!O pick. like lilacs, &yringas or bydra.ugOB3. · 

If funds are lacking to build such a fence around. all the plots. it would be 
b~tter to do one each year than to use a che~·p and wC(lk fenee. · 
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IL is hardly W<>~th while to do anything: at all unless at lenet one man with 
tact enoujth to deal in • f-riendl)·. yet ellicienl, wny wHh the b ,·s. while dipping 
Qnd "'atering the tu1:f, ca-n be pu.t lo ch:iq;e of these plots. 

CITY PLAN REVISION: 
Yoo asked us to rriak• som-, ui:~enions as to impru.-eml'ntc5 in the cit)' plun 

oi dreNs nnd In re rd to nrnnlcipal esthetlcs generally . . 
The subjeo1 is a verr lrtrge and complicated one ond a comprehens ,ve nnd 

complete treatment of it w uld \Je far beyond th,e limits ot the pr es_ent report. ll 
well deserve·s to be in,·estig:,ted and reported upon by n commis io n or expert• . 
They could only make definite nnd work$ble reccnimenda1ions as a result o.f sill"· 
vevs and exa.minntions of land values nnd of ex:istine" improvements and estimates 
or' probable bcnc-tlts. 

With our limited lmowled~e o! lorn! circum$Ulnc< ... we can <' nly otlltf soane 
1rrinciple1 oC general applicntio; nnd mo.k~ n few suggestions as to miJ?Or mat!ers 
more or less at rand.nm, nnd. to cnll to m.and slmd O!:umple by wuy o! 1Uustrat1on. 

The moit ob•'iou defect o! the cit)' p l n as a whole i . it~ ll!arly compl te 
limitation to the plain reshngular system n( streets, whit'.h 1s • sunple de,·clop· 
men! from the originnl go,•ernment land sun-ey. done in a spirit of e.x t reme ec nomx 
of l1tnd snd in a loCAl and ser•PPY fashion, whh little thought or ~be man_Y, and 
uri;ent requirements <>f n large city. Fortunately, it i$ not too !ale, 1f lhe c1hzens 
.~hould be co n,-inc d o{ the import.ince of tunher impn,-emeut and development of 
the city 1,1len. to mate pokane ~ well plttnned city. fined 10 d.o lb~ _business t~at 
its siruation .. its gl)od s~nrt and the energy 11n,t intelligence o! its cuncns combine 
to make ohno~L ine,·ita.ble in ibe near future . 

Dlagon;ll Avenues: The mog~ urgent need of the. cit_y and one which will 
lnClJ'eue rasi-er rhau the populntloo ~-lld wealth of the city it not met, is for diag-
onal a,·cnues. • . 

_Narthwest BouJe<'ud i:; un instance o! such an s,·enue. Jo fo ot. 1t 1s almo. t 
:he nly one of importance in ibe city. Its eoonnous sd'<'~nt:ii;e bus not strongly 
impressed itsell upon the minds of the citizens because, !n ~he lirst place. 1.he ter · 
rilory which it benefit,s is as yet on ly lhialy settled, and, an tho nest place, hecrmse. 
ha-..ing lt, tho•e who use h do n} li realize bow aw~ward it would b~ to have to gH 
on without h. It i!< about two 11.Dd one-fifth mile$ long. To drl\·e b etween thr 
·sane two points bJ· foe roctnn~!Br system would be !lbout t.hree miles: 

So there is ~n a ,·enue which uves everyone goiog the len,:tb of 1t four •ll!ths 
of a mile, o r. going 2nd coming, O<'er one and a b3lf miles. 

In a city -proper!~· provided wHb di&gonal a .. enues the sggre are s11ving of 
tiroe and ,.,en r in sll kinds o r ~treet traffic would smou.nt to an slmost incredible 
snnt1al saving. 

Crooked Street R:iUways: '.!'he p'resent route. of ale,! t r, i!ways in tl,e city, 
P•rticularl;v t!10se runn;ng to di~triets ·south~·est. ~out.henst. ond , northust of Lim 
henrt of the city. ruigbt almost be csllcrl n disgrace to the mtelhgence of an coo· 
•erned bnt pnrtk:ilnrly to those members o! the city go'<ernment who are charged 
by la; with the du:y o f nddin new streets where~·er the:,- n_re needed for h;, 
bene5~ o! tho public. . 

Wllere the stre :s of the reg-t1lnr rect.ang11lar !tystem :ire on steep land, d,f>g· 
onal streets ar upecially needed to pro.-ide en. y ·g!'llde route Cor h a"y hanhn!!C 
,nd for stree t r:iil"·ays. Fo~ the former purpose, the ratf' o( ~rade should 0 0 1 
e,:ceed three per c:~nt., if it is possible to avoid it. . 

It would probably pay, in time, to have " tunnel with a_n easy gnde from 
•bout Sprague Street , near the Northern Pacific Railroad station. to the plateau 
••st of Manito Park, with avenues radiating from the top end. 

l!.apld Tran.sit: Tbe pr bleru or rapid tr:in it is of the i:reate._st imp()rla~~e 
lo n lari:c city, and, r,s it is conceded tbnt !':,1oka ne Is sure t? be.come 11. l•r~e c ity. 
iL should proceed w i b the revision of it.~ 1reet plno at on.ce. with " view 10 pro, 
<id.in" suitable r:,pld transit rout es whi le 1 1s uo eheap, the bouses !ew aud smoll. 
and ;t-reets inexpensively improved. 

To properly provide for rapid transit. routes adequate for the future growth 
of the city, a system of rectangular and diagonal easy-grad~ boulevards IS needed. 
These boulevards, starting a half to three -qua~ters of a mile_ from the centre of 
the city. should be at least 200 feet wide. which would provide . for a park strip 
or reserv-ation with a traffic road on one side, and. a pleasure dr1ve on the other, 
two sidewalks and siz: rows of trees. 

A right-of-way for an electTi c railway in the reservation. oi such an avenue 
could be leased for a progressive percentage of the gross receipts from fares, the 
income to go toward the general park fund. For som_e years there would. be two 
tracks only. Later two additional tracks would pronde for express service. the 
more important grade cro~siugs being guarded b~ gates. E,-eutuall:i: the tracks 
would either be eleV11.ted on embankments as in Chicago, or sunken or m parts one 
and elsewhere tbe other. It is not at all necessary that these boulevards should 
be strai~ht for Ion~ distances. In some eases they can nroperly follow, for some 
distance~ along on: side of existing steam railroads. leaving the other side free 
for spur tracks to factories. 
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Thu$, by pruvidin~ spnce Cur wide tronsit rout.o. while lond i• cheap, th• 
~normous expense o( such elevated railroads (obout halC II million dollars • mile ! 
and subways (ttb,rnt one mil!bn dollsr3 • mile) as have become necessary in N<-w 
York, Boston nnd Chicago, could be pnrtly a..oidod, which means Lhat the right · 
nf·wny cou ld be lensed to a str.eot railwo.y company by Lhc City tor a 19.rge r per · 
eent11ge of ihe o. rnings 1.han in tho case of o subwny, or thAt lower CoTes could 
be bnrgaiued for. • 

In any case, the city shou ld. o"·n and control 1111 rupid transit routes, and it 
would be an cnonnous economy to lay tluun out and ocquirc them now. 

Sueb wide rftpid 1raMi avenue" would detrnci but little from the bo~ine•s 
de\'elopme.nt or such streeb n~ Spre.guo Avenue E'n I or Division Street North. 
brrlluse rehil stores prosper best on nret!ts of ordlnnry width. 

Steam Bailroada; The general t..e•m TBi lrond orohlem o( tile elty is much 
in need of study and roadj tment. For one thing. h seems obvious that throu,:h 
freight trnins should go oround the h•lnrt of tbc dty-nnc d lr etl~· through ii, n~ 
nt pr<!seu, and as is p ln.nned for the nenr future. 

The wons! encumbrllnce of lbis sort sppenrs to be 1be Nnrlbern P:icific R4-II• 
NJad. It was locatt>d when ihe cits was very small and with in!io.ffi ient consider11-
1ion of the true interests of the future city. The b0s,iness using the moat costly 
laud is unlikely to cross the river. It i" unlikely to spreed verr fa r so uthw Al. 
It will nppnrenl!y spread omewhnt southward, but more extensh-ely e1ntwnrd. In 
b,th these direction~ thi$ railrond is II seriou11 injUl'y t<l tho business growtb of ti),• 

ity, and it will still be so evll.n if elevated or depressed. so o.s tn eliminate grad 
crossings, because ilS right,of-wny is s.o wide nnd. bocouse cast of Wuhingt-on 
Stre11t ii bre.nks up lbe stre t system !or bus iness purposes Sil bad!}·. 

Tt i, uol ncceRsary that lh~re should bo 11. complete nlld immediate change in 
~.:isti ng arrangements, but a fnr ·seein::: pion should b uudied out 11nd agreed 
upon, tQ bo ca.rr!ed out piecemeal Cr m lime 111 lime 11.s the growth or lhe· -office. 
1· tail and wholcsnlc busines~ of tlu., ell•· may requir-e. G-en~ul freight ynds. nnd 
especially fr e ight cnr switching ynrdJ;. •bould he further from Lhe henn of the 
ci ty. 

The wh ole subject of t;rode crosslnl:'s of streets by steom rnilronda should hp 
studied out "1ltelully nt this time. All new rallrond~ hnuld. b built so •s tn 
Cn ilitnte fu_ture eliminntion of grn,de crossin~s. e.-en It st reets ho,·e to he t m· 
pornrily graded up or down to tempornry l'Tnde crossing . 

Ordinnnces should be passed compel1init all buildin:;s or suhstantinl or pe1·· 
11111nen1 ehnrB t T to be designed in nil-aptt"ion to thn future prol\le of th11 street 
or else be debRrred from cl3ims tor dnmages when the change in street gr3de i. 
lnAd.e. 

Ornamental Squares: The ~sthetic aspen of the rii)' w uld he wonderfully 
increased lf there could be nccomplishcd s •vcral ornnmenU\I public aq usng, UpC· 
einll)' one in tl,e heart of the cit,·. -

l~ le perhaps now too late 1-0 sccu.rc :en entirely adequate and _sntisfactory civic 
c~ntre such as a grent ci t y sbon!d hu v 'I'he best place would be on the south 
bluif of the river and southward t.o Sprague Street, be~ween Monroe Str et anrl 
the Onrnegie LibrarJ' , but pr perty there is nlrendr largely occupied_ by expensive 
buildings, besidu being very valuable. • ome small nrrangemeut is probably all 
tJ13t is now fe.a sl ble, unless the city go'"ernm"e·nt should be willing to break awny 
nud locnte its future C'ity Holl on a squnre further from the oentrc of the cit,· 
,nd en ouraf('e the locntion of 0U1er publie buildings nboul the same sqnnre. 

The1· ~hould be other ornnmeulal squares in various p•rts ot the cily abont 
which land should be held for other public bo.ildings. such ns schools. fire engine 
houses, brnnch police stfttions. branch lih:rnries, brnnch museums, brnnch strel'I 
department hou.ses aud yard•. etc. Such squ:irc.s would nl. o attract hoteh. churrbe.. 
~1-u bs, tbestre . chority buildings. socinl hnlls. ancl the like. A smdy of the prOI\' · 
rus of other ci ties in n .l\'llrd to sueh bnildings ,v nld ennblo th city nnd thr 
orher organi~ntions to buy lots well ln ndvaoce nnd lease them or u~e l,h m i-n some 
other way mnrc or less pru·ffubly m:>til required !or permMen~ 'bul!dingg. 

Rea! nlllte owner~. e,,·nn i( ostensl'bly actu.nted solely by motive~ · of nlil\'111 • 
oned scUlshness. shoold ded icate pu_blie squares AS nenrly ns possible a hnlf milo 
npart, 'l'his miJ?ht orten be done by cooperation between owners of ndjoinin~ 
lracts too sm nl! to "~~ rrnnt the o,~cr of either aeti·n2 i·n the maher independently . 

Size of Lots: 'there . hould be m~re vnriety in the si20 and depth of lots ·and 
width or streets ontl more thouirht o.r future r (tuirem nt . For instance, in n dis­
trict w'here the demand for 10111 is likely to be for tnclllr)• operatives and otner 
families . of sninll mcons, the street plnn nod deeds conld be so arrang d that d,eep 
lots could be out , cross illtn twu when they get vnlunble. One w,iy to do this 
would be to ha,•e o went7·Coo1 nlley. ,vith pro,·i$inn in the deed for widenin:: il 
art r n cer1ui11 uumber o years into a str~et thirty.forty or tlfty feet wide, M 
might be determined. By hnvin,: a builclin;;: limit line (rom five u, l\ttoen feel from 
rhe -11lle ·. !h t ro wou!tl be no impro,·emeni, ot v11lue in the way o( widening it. H 
1h ordinary block i. 270 feet wid;,, nnd if a. 20-()ot alley is cue throui:h it, the 
lots would he l ':!.; feet deep. Wben tho allcv is widened 10 feet on each side t ... 
01ak11 a str et 40 fr t wide, which is the standard in B o~ton !or diotriet.s occupi~d 
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for oper&th·es' dwellings. the lou l 15 feet deep could be tlh•ltle<l into one lot 60 
fee, deep on the GO·!oot stre t a.nd one 55 feet deeo on the -lO•Coo street. This 
would be sufficient £or the small clnss o! houses rc!ened to. nnd the.re could still 
be fou r · r;,r live tect in fron t Cor step , bay windows and other p r ojcotions o.nd 
:ibout 1wen1 i· re t for the bnck y~rd. Although we m.1y h p thnt it will be Ion~ 
beCore lnts must bil so sm:i.11. yet we must ocknowledJ!e thnt i.t is lne\'ltal,,le rh~t 
lsnd will grow more 8lt)l-ODSive nnd th.a many o( the people must Ii<" on ~hsllow 
lots or i-n houses built in the bock ynrd of older houses or else in tenement houses. 
A4 between 1heite three arrangements. lbe sh11llow Jo·ts in mAny district:; ,..-ill be 
more :,.pt to sid in malnJnining coodition.s fo..-orablc to self -respe ting and morn! 
fomily lif . In this in un~e it would require nothing more thnn a r w clauses in 
the deeds 10 provide for a future further snhdi,.-ui9n of the hnd v .. hich would gh·e 
it ndded ,·11.lue wiiho,n in the lenu intcrfel'inl? with its immediate u . e in lots of 
the customary shape and size. 

Front Foot L&nd Prices : .Re.al e tKte men shou ld u<;lopt the ~ustom of selling 
,•lty real sute by the iront foot instead of by the lot, wbi~h iii a method dating 
1,:,,cl: to the village stage. A..sse5$men1s fur street impr vemeot are Teekoned br 
1he front foot, o it would be seruaible to use the snmc method inr l11nd prices in 
~nbdivisions. 

Stree~ Trees : Straet trM• plantlne in poknne should bt.> ilone much mor 
sySI matically nnd much more extensively thnn hns yet been the cni;e. 

The_ best w y to ge~ street rr ees planted and cnred foT seems to be th~t fo l· 
lowed in Minneapoli~. A~ we unda r t~nd it, 1bc . treet t rees nre plHnted there hr 
tbe Pnk Commission and the crpen c is borne b. ssessment on. adjoining priv:it-e 
11roperty ot a r e,.nl6r rnte per linea l foot of fronui,: , inc:luding •are and . !?Ullr· 
fintee of the trees !or five ye:,rs. ,\J1er tb:i,. the ci,r !lnd r ~new:ils are pn,d f!)r 
by nn o.nnnnl appropriation ou, o! ho regular tn >: levy. The re!;'UISr .R~ses!ment ,s, 
we belie \' C. nt the rat e u! t"n ce.a:ts per liuesl toot of frontage, wi11ch cover~ the 
co5t ot two trees in front or ucb Brt~·-foot lol. The it)' ' bill shou ld not spec.if)' 
n pr ice per tree, bu t nlways so mnoh per lineal foot o{ s t1'eet frontage. for planunit 
1he st-root. In Minne&po.lis the s:,i) is good and tbc streets are usunlly guded on 
1he natornl surface, or close to it. so ~ ry little p rep11.n1ion ot soil is r•qu ired. 

In much or Spokane north of tbe river th re is ..-ery dr)' rnvel beneath the 
LOpsoil, which ,.,ould neces&itnt1! the expense o( dig:;;ing out " deep pit !or each tret 
~od rcll.lling it wltb good soil. South ot the Tiver much ledge wou.ld be eiicoun , 
rer cd, &nd th is would involve i.Jrll more expens per tree than on the lfl'"veUy d i · 
trict. Renco 11. lui;e ·assessment per lineal foot should be penniued b)• the law. 

U street tree ph1nling is under1aken by th P rk ommi. ion. th~ yuu n:; ire,·~ 
shonld be h<lught And g,:o"-n for ye:i.r in nnrseri• row3 ,ind root-pruned or shi (teu 
C\'ery two or three year. to proper)~· fit them !or mo,·ing. 

Only one k ind of t.re~ shonld be plnnted in a given strcet for a con•:d u~lt 
,11stonce. ,;ay, one mile, under ordinary ci rcums~:.n es. n 1:be siTc t th:ul:;es d••· 
tinctly in the delails of its in terior subdirisio:ns. it mn~· justify n bnnge in th e 
kind of tree, but. if lhc street is o! uniform construction, there is not likely to b,• 
nnr adequate r eason !or breaking the oniformity oi the tree-plonting. 

The sort of ,ree selected for II iven s1reet should d epend somewh3t upon lhe 
eharaclcr o! the neighborhood. If there nre. or are lil.:ely soon to be, dwelllup 
,md particulnrly npnrl'ment ho .. ses or c nune,rd,ll huildin!! thr • or fou1: st ries 
high and c lose to the s t'l'eet Jin . the tre selected honld be. small-g,,owiog, like 
th hop hornbl'llm, or adapted lo be kept smnll by proper p-runinl!r. like the linden. 
or ot o sort tbu en ts but little shnde. like the honey loi:us t or the yello"· locu~i , 
or fastiginte, like the Lombnrdy poplar. 

The eotlonv.•ood and other la1'ge·ll'towin,i: popl r s nnd th<: sil ~nr maple should 
,nldom be pl.an'led in streets, because thoy soon get so bis: nnd so wl.d e tb,i.t lhe)' 
unduly sh do the ,v-indo ,. of adjoining hous s and ,::et broken bf ;ce nnd w_ind 
torms. They nrc Te:y often plnnte.d. mainly f:>r quick results, but are ~o ~bJeC• 

titm~ble Uial th ity should r:ir ly pln.nt them, unless perh11ps tempora.r1ly 111 nl · 
ternntion with s lower·J!rowing trees. wiJh t h Iden of cutliue them out ia n few 
rears. 

'.!.'he d sirobl • t ort s nC hnrdwo1>d trees ought no to be ~llowed to grow to f.u ll 
si:z.e In stroets wh ere houses ~ro built a fow yards only fTom tho s tr~et line. In 
wch sitoi,~ioas they .should be restrained by S)'stemnik pruning. which. !or good 
eJl'ect, most be d ne yenrl:r and b)' specially trnined men, not nt inter,-als of ynars 
aad bv men who knO\\· little of tbc ideas of experts . The •:ummon process of am · 
putntion oC big limb~ or thnt o! n E:eneral barber 's cuttlu~hnck ore equ~lly un~ci­
rn tiflc and make lhe trees ugly, p:ini~ula r ly in win ter. 

As scient-ific pruning is slo w and eEpensi,·e work, iL would £encrnlly be mnr t' 
ooc>nomical nnd produce better nppc~Tini: ircos to plant sm~ll-itrowing tnes prop­
erly grown and trained (or ye:1rs in ad,·ance o{ s t tinl!' 0111. Sma.11-rowing tre.>e 
are celdom n 5ed i.n street planti'og. par tly no doub1 bee use or the l:ock or su.pplr 
of 8llch trl.le ' in nurseries at n low cnou h price. Therefore plenty or &uch !Tees 
•hould be grown in the park nurseries. 

There is oltoge her too mu bh monotooy in street plantinl( becouse of the ,ery 
limited lection ol kinds of trees usu~lly ~rown for t.he purpo. e and available in 

BOARD OF PARK co~IMISSIONERS 

large quantities at low cost. In this respect the park nursery could be made in­
valuable. 

Extra Care of Certain Street&: The care oi the turf of parking strips ought 
to be done systemallcallr nll.d mnch more uniformly and more thoroug.111)' thnn at 
pre$ent . II is bnrdly likely to he done nt all well if the ost must come out of 
the :u,nu:il street npproprintion. There should be n law b, whi cfi the owners of the 
majority of the frontag on o porti ular block c(luld oeti tlon for o;,ecia l c:ue o! 
the street·, ·both fo s reet sweeping aod in ,,.ate rini,: nnd mawin:t the ·ras~ of the 
puking strips nn.d spraying lhe trees Lo kilt iujuri us lnseei nnd fun:;i. Sn h n 
law should nuthorize nn annu.nl assessment at certnin r:itl'$ P<'r linenl foot of fr on t· 
age, varying accordin11: to st:rle of mnintennnce d esired. 

Such a system sbould eertninly be adopted for oarkwnys and b ul ,•ards. he· 
~ause flr!St·class car e is of pent benefit, t-0 !he nbntting rroperty and nt the Sa.me 
1ilne loo costly to be properl; done by thl! lim ited annua approp r it,tion !Qr park ,s, ' 
"'b ic h is u aally based OD " percentage upon th valuaiion or nll property in th 
rity. A city h:avin~ twice M much population ss pokono will , we believe, rnlse 
much mo.re tl,acn twice as much revenue br me11n11 of a 1dveo tax rate. ln such • 
dty the p opula ion would a.-crage more dense : he n ce th-ere would he fewer mile,; 
o{ street i.n proportion 10 population than in Spokane. so, with relntive\y more re~ · 
onue llnd relntively less length of streets. it would be able to keep the streets in 
better condition. Consequent!~· th e U811al tax rate hould be supplement.ed b~· 
·pe ial annual asseitsments !or C!<tra care or st reets ""here tho owners oi tho ms · 
!ority or frontage nre willing to ;,ny for oxtrn care. There is no re11son why thP 
owner of s l\>t taxed ou $Hl00 should not wa:nt to hnve 1:iie street ~$ clean and 
t he pnrkin1t strip and !Tees ft8 perCe.:it and pfoasini: n~ the owner of a l11t of the 
~a.me !rontaj!'e but taxed on " \'aluntiou so~·eul limes o_s gre:>t. Een~e be shoulrl 
be willing to acknowledge thnt street c3re should bo ;,aid fnr nt linenl foot rll 
rather than in proportion to land v-:1lue•. and to join with bis oei,:hbor·s 1n 'l)J.1ttine 
in forct tho legftl :i.TTa'lgon,ent • ne eded t o nuc ,npli sh the ,lesir<'<I kind of enre oi 
the street. 

Widtb o! Street Railways, E tc. Tn Spokane some pro;,,,ess hns air ady been 
made in the matter ot reducing th, width of rondwa~·· anil incrensine the ,vidt h 
of pnrkinl? l(trips in exi~ ing ~tr e s. but muc h thnt i• desirobl r mains to be ac· 
complished. 

The rol to ): w York Rn<l n lghb rin::c ities hn~ b en 1-0 lin.-e si:<-tw(•lC-th 
of the sLreet in 1'0adway. two-tw~lhhs ;11 ench sidewalk nnd one- ~,·elfth in II s rir, 
on ench 11ide between the s.idew•lk nnd the propeTty line. in whieh permits ar 
granred by th e it; outhori t ies (or .. s oops·· ( the old D11t\'11 et l rs· nnme for 
npen p r ncs) an<I for s1 p ~ cf'llor stair,>; :md trap donrs, a re""·nys. si,i:n~ and mianr 
encroachments. 

'f'bl s rule wn adrtpted to the pr.,,·ailin!:; iu•~ or narrow hou~es st.~nding on d 
to to th street and set eloso to il. fo llowing the Dutch ldM of n solidlr bullt•up 
city, and it is still a ,;ood rule for ~i,cty•fo<'t bn~in ! , str <'t~ free Crom cnr tuc:\:s 
nnd not crowded with vehicles. 

But no single ruie c~n proper)~· be 11pplied in o ru<>dern Ameri a.n ity. l n 
r s idenc sirei,t ,v-ithont car trock :,nd not impQrt:int th roui:hlares for wagon~. 
lt h,i bee.n found thn t roadwa\'~ 22 or 24 iect " 'ide A.re S\lffiden t . Th\lJ! a nots bl 
~n\'ing of eltpense of brick or iispbnlt µRvinit cnn be effected nnd ~ the Mme time 
more spac:e ( 78 fee ) can be de~oted to the p~rkin2: ~tri·ps and ~idev..,,.rk. ,vith 
in11rense1l width of snll for th e healthy growth or t rees nnd fnr the b nuty o( turf. 

If car tracks must be provided for in t he roadw:,y, the latter must be w ider: 
tor a 60 -foot street, probably at least 36 feet, leavine only 12 reet for parkine; 
strip and sidewalk. 

In neither eMe hns it b en eus1omnry in poknne to m:.ke :i·n..,· pro..-isi? n ror 
fncroacbmont,. of minor arehite tn.ral fentu r s o( b\lildinirs lnrn the $"Ir et. Th•• 
re.suit is lhn " 'btn o-pnrtment booscs nnd ·tores come ta tic built. lhe mnin W3 I 
is u ·onlly ~t>t euctly on the street line, so that no projcctin.2: :irchite tural embel· 
lis:hments can be ndded on the 0111,ride of the lowe.r oortio11. ~t leas t. of the w3IJ. 

Thi• re•ults in an e.rchite~tnl'al baldness and ineffediveness much to be re­
gretted from the point of view of municipal esthetics. 

It is question:.\bl e whether <In)' encroncbment of t his or! should b permitted 
!ln streets GO feet or less in width, as oo one cnn be sure In mos ca.ses thnt tl'ee1 
rnilw~y tracks mny not h:iv to be Jl v-id.ed (or nnd. if they shonld ba,·e tn bl'. 
the whole wid!b of the street will be needed for r oadwny and sidew~lks. 

The fart is that. this eniirely modern factor, that of the ponibillt.y of having to 
provide for car tra~ks, make11 the old stnndn.rds for street width mnuifestly inade­
quate. 

There ure two wa.ys for meetiug this ,·ery impor1-1tnt modern public r~nire .. 
mant in the. con of laying o ut new street,; or widenin; old ones . 

'!'he first ani! most prsct icnl method is to require by law that nil street-s Ll1111 
tnn, in Lbe judgmen of o. duly constituted public authorit;y. possibly come into 
u~e for es r trn k s. mus b oot 1C$S thnn 70 feel wide. 
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BuUdi.ng Limit Lule: The other method is lo require by lnw ti corre. ponding 
or grenter ''set bnck' · or build.in; limit line, BS the re,;ult ol which there w )u)rl 
neressarily remai.o a strip or land In pri,·ate ownership wbinb could b.e fenced in 
nnd used tor steps, ten,aces, planting and so on, hut would be essentially vacant 
land, so tba1 when i~ a.bou ld become necessary to widen th street. n ot only w uld 
It be eDS)' 10 do SO bui the damages "l"Onld be comparatively !Tifliog in amount. 

In the case ot' laying o u t new streets or widening unimproved or little im 
proved streets, it would us11111Jy be simpler a n~ more ~ener:,lly acceptable and mor~ 
qnickiy understood. t o Jay <,>ut the str~et w1de enou"b lo properly accommodale 
c3r trucks. In the ca c o{ restrictio~. there i1 1 creu. and in fact at present 
nearly iosuperob!.e, difficulty to be o,·er omc: nnmely, the deeply root<?d prejudlce 
against l"estrictions of /lll<" sort in deeds and other inMru.ments relatin~ to land. 

On the oth r hand, ·to lay out streets that Dl4f become important wider t.ban 
is customary is 11 crude ond '>tt<!o u.neconomical wa:; of nro'<'iding tor a contingencJ· 
tbAt may never srrh·e. tt would doubtless mee,t w-ltlt much opposition. 

The most intelligent •nd satisfactory procedure would undoubtedly be to ed11 • 
Mte public opinion to the point nf being willing to support le;nslation esublishin~ 
in every countv a bonrd empowered ,o enforce, 11o.nd to make modi6cntlons from . 
n general law faying dowu standard rules controlling the subdl<'ision of lnnd into 
. ma iler lots than, s:,y, fou r ~cre.s. aud for street<! closer to;etller 1hnn 600 ~eet . 
not only with respect to the width of n reets.. but as to E"rades :,nd cont1e tton~ 
with previously authorized or officially projected s treet s)·stems. There would als • 
be certain tes triclions 011 the buildi.ngs ond Lbe a.ses of land which ...-ould be grc:,tly 
to the beneth of the communlt)' and especi:111~· t.o neighbors. Dnd which ...-ould th re 
lore benc6t each Jot-owner in the long run. Such r est-ridi<Jns. of which Lhe builil 
ing line would be ibe m.ost imp rtant. mi«ht be ehu~ed with the ,ni lten consent 
of the owners of more thnn half the frontage on s lriven block. 

This s·nbj~et of restriction~. 1•;-hll immen8e l}' important, ia 80 hii: s Qn and 
s, unlikely to be ncceptable to more than n few eitizens th.At it need not be elucl 
dnted ·n:ore fully h rein. 

Limit of Height of Buildings: 1' here is on.e restriction or limitution on renl 
es t31e tn Spokane which ought to be p11t in force now; nM11ely, a buildin,: hei:rl" 
limit. 

omo yertrs 11.go .. lsw were pa sed limiting the hei:µit to which di!l'ere~t classes 
of buildings ould be built iu Boston. .U 6.rst there W3s " g~od deal of 1mportacnt 
npposilion on the pnrt of real u~te ownori, who deemed h an unwnrran.t'!b.le anJ 
unjun Hmiui l ion on their r·ights. Of late one hears no s uch stron.g crmcu;m of 
rhc ideo. Tn foet. it hos come to be generally conceded I > be a w_1ic use of th~ 
power or the m11nioipaliiy to re1rnJot,e the use t1C lond f,1r hl' h ... , t in1 e r~ , , n f th 
dtfzens. 

Our advoency of the itleA i;; larg~ly bMed o n e.sth~tie con~.ider3tiona, but such 
arguments do not can-)· much weight with he n,•enge e1ly gt"·ernmen.t. The srron!! 
reuons are the practiaal ones o[ .not o~er rowding the 5ttcet nt a i;,<'en place; of 
not undul; shut ting off light and air: of sa!eiy in case of 1irc. and of not un 
wis~ly deprecis.tiAJ:' net income from comeeti.n; building,; of non-combustlle conslTUc· 
tion, bu\ of more reasonable height. 1hi.s Jn.tter nr.,-u.wenl has noJ, so !ar. B! we. 
know, been much di$ u sed. For instance, H 3 new 01x1.een-story office bwldmg can 
e3rn four runes os mucn ,u good, pr ,·iJusly existing !our-s1orr buildings occupy· 
ing most of the vicinity . the erection of the nC"' skyscraper will cnu~e land nb,ut 
ic to rise ~uddenly and gr atly in price. The ow-ners of the surrounding four·~torr 
buildini;s will get carcely anr more rent. , while lhe~· will hO\'e tn pay h12hl,r 
tax.es. They cllnnot nsuallv for a long iime realize on thi> increu;;etl v lue o! t.J1cir 
lots, because they can.uot ;tl'ord t~ ten dow11 the old buildings t'.' ~ake . room fo_r 
ne"· one.s. 'I'o jump lrom Cour-s orr 1-0 flight or ten-s.tor;r otlke butldtn;;s 1s enougn 
for encoursgew nl to pr gress. whil~ co jump Crom !Dur-sur; t o sixteen-story 
buildin.gs i$ clenrly a.nli ipnting th reasonnble j!Towtll of tho dcn·ancl ~or .offices 
by man; )' ears. It is better Lh11t t.he rise in nlue of hind 1<h old be d1 tr,buted 
more brondlv and more grnduully. . 

New Y~rk .m:,y need to build such tnll office build initS d ,wn.tnwn, but 3 CllJ'. 
like Boston, with G00.000 populn1ion. ,r i th ns ~ucb more in suburbs ond ncnTh)' 
cities is sai.isfied to llmit buildin1?$ t c, 1~5 f~et 1n height. 

In residence districts a re$t-riction 10 four s tories in heiccht for bu ilding~ wi ti, 
hri k or stone outer walls and three stories for those l<'ith outer walls or wood, can 
prob,,'bly ·be p~ssed now 1md will Inter pru,·e d cidedtr beyiefici • I. 

Electric Poles: The poles carrying- elech'ic wires of various sorts occupying 
the streets are a great disfi;?urcmeol to the city. 

In some cities it is the cunom, enforced by ordinunce, lO ~a~t n permit f r 
only one row of 'l)Oles In uuy one pnrt of 3 street, and the pe rmit rs uanted only 
witb conditions amort;? ..-bi ·h is Qne wh ich per mi t$ the cit;. or any ompany nu· 
th<>rized hr it, t , trlng addition3l wires on the • me p I s, paying rel)t for the 
privilege. 

Where there are 3lle•·. n"ailnble, no pole lo ations should be granted on ad­
joinini: streeh. e>:ce.p ~ where absolutely necessary. 

The p,>lu should bE' specified ns to si1.e, heh:ht, form, material and color •• · 
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cord ing to loca~ion. lo bu~in~ ·s and iu1porce11t residence 8t.reet they should. hr 
of steel tubing of graduated. sfae from ba.se 10 top ~nd wit h ,!!,::Jal)' tl cor:,li\"e &t J>. , 
~ollars, ba.se and terminal eustin!?S. 

In le,;s imporl3Dl streets snwn tapered "·oodan pole;,. stnined oT pai.oted. no d 
witb neat s teel sl.eps, may be pfrmin~d. I.n still less imporlant stre.eu. and g_en er · 
ally in the suburb~. natural poles st-ripp d of b~rk mere ly 11nd Wlthout s ta ,n or 
paint, may be permittM. 

Wh ne~er tlle nu.mber of wiri>s on n row of poles w:11 "'arr3nl, . I.hey .s~o?ld 
be in the form of a cable, which i< l~ < in the wa)· in cas t of fire ,n ediom1n~ 
buildiniis and less conapicuons. 

Where there are street trees, the poles ean usual!)' he mad~ tall enongb to 
urry the v.·ires ove r r-he trees. bot wh n the tree" 11re t-00 1811 t.o ~dmit of doinit 
so the wire~ should he in cnble.s. w'hi rb can he run throu:?h the he,id. of the Ire~ . 
with proper prote(' tion to 1>revent ch:,6n<t, Where the wires are too (ew to ju$·tH:, 
csbles. grut, care should be exer is ed. in running wires am.oni:: the brnncbes. not 
to damage the trees, a.n1i electric lig-btUll,' wir should be special!~ protect~~ to 
prev.e.nt the current from burnins: the tr es . It should b e one of th_e conditton~ 
of the permit ihat if any d.am:,ge is done to the trees. th~ employee 10 charge of 
the men d oing i~ should be dlsch:,r;ed. wb"ber seen d : ng the dnms~ or n1 . 
Floes and money damages are too bud to colle t to pro.-e adequn telr deterr nt . H 
2nr .11runing of s t re t trees is. needed iu l!Onne~tion with wirin:r it gbould be done 
by an expc:eienced emJ>loyee of 1he P~rk Com mi . ~i n at the rsp ~ • nf the p1tr J' 
wishing it done. 

Bill lloards: Another most imporl:lln.l public restric tion on_ prlute Jan<! in 
Spoknne th.al ought fo be eslllblisbed b, ordinance, is lh;,t o;,iins1 erectmi: snd 
maint-ainiog: &d<"ertising bill board · wit·hout he written consent of the pul!hc ~u­
thoritic.s 11nd of owTiers of land on both sides oi the street in lhe snm e block. A 
law autl:lorizio • ei1r ordinances tp that effecc can be made cons itutional b )· fa,·?r· 
3ble decisions o( lhe courts, but it ~;11 h,ke time to educ te jud~i!ll t n lhe necus,ty 

f ~pandin~ old principles of common law to this incrense or iviliution. ·1re:1n , 
while much m y be nccomplished by liceu i.n!f bill boards 11nd by n graded ta x pn 
sd"ertlsin signs, supplemented by rul to nnd approval · of designs ~• io moralit y 
~nd good isstc. 

Street Lighting: The lil':'htiug of the cl~~· ran b d on wi th more rega.rd for 
gnod appearance than ho.A beeo oo.stnmnry, puiicularly in hic:h-cl11ss business and 
residence st,=-eets. The lii:-bts should be combined with t,:o lle~· poles nnd otbei: e!cc• 
trie ])oles oJ speci. I design for the purpose, thu• !us mo,: the useless mua1phco 
lion of pole•. 

While H may b~ neces~uy. ns s e nerAI rule. for economy to us s lrong ~re 
light.s at street intersect.ioos and f!> lenve !,aps thoc ore too long and. too d~rk hn· 
1wel)n them. yei it should be the n1ro to gradually add otbec smaller t11;hts bet....-Hn 
the .o,c lights. Tbeae mi~h~ be """ nr napi.bn Welsb3ch l(s:bts or 1nc3~descon1 
el clric lii:hts on gimple brackets attached to lrees or electr,c pole ' . It "' much 
to he dc~ired lbat street should be m;;, rc unitorml~· li~hl ed. even if not •o bril • 
liantly llluminaud in &))Oh. • . 

For the busiest haU· mile or SQ on me pdncipol bn~lao~ streetft the hg_bll'?!~ 
~hould be mneh more brilliant nnd el. borste· thon elsewhere. Osrefully des, n<1d 
ln1r1p poal , d lfl'l'rent for each stree t. •arryin.i; poirs or clust r _of lights, or. 11>< 
in Columbus, Ohio, Ui;ht s teel arches with rows of in•~nd6 cent hgbts or fes~ooos 
o! incsndeacent lis:htS. will be b oth decora t i~o 11nd prnBb hl,~ from be bm;tne,,, 
point of view, 

Street Signs : 'There is r onm for mu ch imp:· ,·eme nt in s treet 5ii;ns. On im • 
po rtnnt stre~a ~nd on llll streets where they nre t o be s.een from electric cars. t h~ 
stTe t s ig.ns $hould b iilumineted. Probably the b-est s~,;ns in tbe latter c&s<" 
wonld be pnI yellow letters on a bN>wn or g"Ceen itla ~ · ti:.iP held in m .tal (r"'!le~ 
and illuminated by the Coopor-Uewii ..-acuu.ro lubo elec tric lii,;ht. tbe ,den. h! mc 
that lbe sign should be inconapir.nona. but letters e.uily le~ible. Where bu lld1n,., 
sre ne:<t the stree~ corner. such sign could be affixed to Chem 30.d lnrger and bonrl 
somer . Elsewhere they should be on the curb line. so that. bein g nenrer the el ·· 
cric c;,.rs, tlley cou ld be sm3ller and yet legible. The de ii:n shoul,I dil! • r n.cco (1 
ing lo 1he importnnce or 1he street nurl s hould be de,:o r~t i ,·e aad pl.easing by dnr 
a~ well as b:, night. 

Temporary Decoration o! Stree.ts: T her~ should bo ordinances and n eomm_it­
lee tn conn- l the t~mporary decora~ions put on buildini:s Co! holidays and ~ec,al 
occasions. It mus~ be acknowledgerl tbat heretofore they nnvc been t :>o m1-cel· 
laneous nod too bnrbsric and. to<> indiv-idualistic. An eflicicn cummitt.ee <,>f :1rchi­
tes t& and utin decoralon could graduol!}· accomp!i1,h ,•t>ry m. rked impro.-en:en1 
,t moderate nnnunl expens to <> c unant or buildin,:s. 

MunJcipal Art Com.mission : F ollowing the e,rnmple of ~ ew York . it \\'01tld be 
well to have n munioipnl 8TI com.mi s ion of ~IIJ' thr ee srt e,:p rts nod t":O good 
judges of s11ch m. tters. with ordin:inces requiring their approval of nil pro) et or 
pr oposrd gifts in ,.,b; h the elemen of plessim: nl)pearsn t is important. 
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They should 'lrn,e a s·ecretary co.nstnntly on ,be W3tch for e'l'"ery possible op· 
porlw,ity to oot1f7 anr official or depsrtmeot oC tlie city go,·ern.ment coott>mplnlio~. 
ordering or doing nnyihing the appeu,mee of wbich is ;, matter o( public concern, 
"' confer with the nrt commission. 

Such n romm \!sion shon1d pnss upon the pl.tM for all pnblic buildings, bridges. 
street ln mps nnd oiher str et fi:<lorea, all st.,it11es, fountains and other monuments. 
temporary- street docont!ions. and a.II tnterior decoration and Cu-rnishing of pnbllc 
buildings, etc. Tbey should pass upon the suilnbillcy of &rcbiteals proposed to bf 
~mploy d by. ci-lr offi cials· for public work or recommend architeds, gcnlptors. dec­
orators ftnd the lilce. In aue srchitecturnl competitions are 'J)roposed for pu.bfir 
buildings. the nrl comm iuion :<ho11.ld dni..- up &be terms of the competition o.nd 
report their rucommendn1ions As to the designs submitted. 

While the uhimate deci,.ion ns to the ter= snd conditions !or the orection ol 
roilrond bridges :tnd other construations commonly rogMded <>.s solely mauers of 
ol ~il en!,ioeeriD!;, must be determined br the ~ity l('ov-eniment. yet Ille Council 
,hould !n:,·ariably bring the art commis$ioo into cons-ultation at all stages ot the 
negotintioos as to sueh i<ttuctures- and should n for ns possiole heed th.,ir r eeom· 
mendu\ious in mallers of appenr:mce.. , 

n would be &!most el!Sentinl that tlie 11rt eommis ion shou ld hnvc ot lust one 
:uchitect upon il fn>m same other cit~· lhD.J> poksne !Ind of such recogni:ied hie:h 
&landing in his prof,-.ssion as to izi'l'"e e<'er·r po~~ible Msuran e of ' nbsencc or such 
hias AB might exist in !bl! case of toes! member! or the commission lmving soci.11 
relfttions with th• parties iutere.!lcd or bto...-ing pi!rbo.ps some professional rivalry 
with ihe o.r.;bite•t of !he pin ns to be judged. H it i not thought feasibl e l.o ha<e 
nn eminent nrcb:il<,ct uom 'New York or Chi•a~o or some Giber large city on the 
art commission. the pmctic might be to refer impor tant cAses to a specisl oOm · 
mit,lee of the W ashington Chapter of the American Tn titute of .-uchitects. Such 
~o 11rt commission, Bfter it8 functions had become known, and if ils decisions proved 
to be sncb M 14 commend respect, might 10ell bf' called in to o.rnni;e and decide 
co;>m petitious !or churches nnd other semi ·publlc building11. Tbe pork com mission 
would no donbt often h~,..e oc B ion to conso.lt such a com.mission. 

In conclu~ion, .some remftrks eem <'ailed for upon tbe great aggregate e,u.-nt 
nt pRrks proposed. :and npon the financial aspect of the subject. 

'l'he 6ret impr<>s.,ioo of m ost business men oC Spoknne. competent to pass judg· 
ment on mn1ter3 :offeetinit the mRnAge_ment of the city. ,.ill be wh:it amount aC land 
~l,nu.ld the cit; ocqnfrt,. 

'l'be mn.11er is importnnt. lt certainly oo. ht to be p,uientlr and 1horougbly in · 
•·c t lgucd ond di cussed. 

Study of the snbiect of p:i.rk uea.s has led ex-perts \o :annonnce as II hand; 
• nile of thumb" thnt the subdh·ided portions of c\t-ies OUS!'hl t-0 bn'l'"e neighborhood 
pu.rks iC po 8ible n t more t hnn half a mile from an)' residence nnd that thia arert 
nught to be equ I to 5 per cent of the area o/ acb divfaion o! the city. Probsbl:,­
in no city ore tbe p~rks so distributed becau~e too often t.be acqui.sitio n o! pa.rb h 
I Ct until the only ~Vllilable land Is l!lr trom the densely populated districts- of 
the city. Tlte 0111,· compariMns of park :areas between diff:ereut cities thu are 
nsnally m3de are those of the numb,:.r of acres of the whole city ro one sere or 
p1ttk areo, and of the D\llDb r of in habitants to one ,ere of pa.rk. 

The park areas of certain cit-ie, best eqnipped with parks in 1902-3 were as 
follows: . 

1. 
2. 
~. 
4. 
S. 
fi. 

i-'. 
9. 

I. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

Boston ( Metropolitan District ) .............. ... ..................... ......... _ ._ .....• 12,878 
New York - ...... - ............ _. ·-·-····-····· ····· ··· .. --.. -, .. ....... .. ... ····-·····-······ 8.07-l 
L<>s ... ngeles ... . .............. ...... .... ..... .... .................. ........ . .. ..... .. . ........... .. .. 3.737 
K~wsrk ········-.. -, ... -.. .. ... . ... ................. .... ....... .. ,-.... ..... .... ............. ..... . 3,548 
Phil,idclphia ...... ..... --······ ... ....... ............ - ..... .... ...... --········· ·· ·· ·· -······ - 3,503 
San Frsndsco . .... : .. ... ... ....... ....... .. ---·-···· ······· ····· ········-.. -·- ··· ·· ·· ·· ··· ···· · s,<&U 

i"i::fggton · ....................... .. .. ... ... ...... -·-·-·· .. ·· ······ ········ ··· ·· ······--·-·-- ~;~i~ 
Hsrtford .................... .. _ ., .... .... . ....... ... ., . ..... ...... _ ......... .... - .. ....... .... . .... .... 1,190 
The leng1h of boule .-11rds iu certnin cities in 1902-3 were as follows: 
New York . .... ............ ...... .... -··········-· ·--··--· ··· ··- ·· ····· ··- ·· ...... .. .. ... ....... - ...•. 61 
Chicago . .... ................... _ ........ ..... ... ... .. ......... .. ..... .......... ...... ..... . _ .. ..... ..... JS 
'S'ew Orleans ... ........... ............... ...... ......... ... .... ···--··-----········· · .. ·· ·'·· ·· ·· 41 
Mi.nueopolls ............... - ..................... - ···· ·········-····-·····- ··· ········-·······-··· 37 
Boston .. ....... ···· ·· ·····---··········· .. ············ ·· - - ······ ·· · .. -·······--.. ....... ... .. .. .... 34 

Beres 
acrei; 
acres 
acres 
acres 
ncre 
i,.cres 
:icre,; 
acres 

miles 
milu 
mites 
miles 
mile 

Tbe number of inhabitiints to each acre of park in certain cities in 1903 was 
~s follows: 

Inhabitants per 1cre or park. 
I. Meridan, C.\. ··---· .... ··-· .......... ... ...... ........... ....... ........... .. - .•..•.. - .... .. ...... ......... 25..l 
2. Los Ani:,,.les ··-···· ·· .... ................ ·---········· .. · ·····--·· ·········· ···· ··-··--···· ··· ·· · 31.6 
,,. Lynn. lbs . .• . ......... .. . . ........ - ·····-···· ..... ...... ... ........... .... - ... .. ..... ..... ..... . 34.6 
4. H11rtfo rd ( 1900) ······· ····-····· ··········· ······· ·-...... ... ........ -·· ···-·· ····-··--········ · ······· 67 .J 
5. Boston Cineluding '.\fetropolitan) ..•..... - ..... .. _ ..•. - ·· ·-···················"·"- ·· ··· .. ··· 'iSA 
G. ~ewark nod E$Sex Count,--····--··· · ······ ···-····-·· ··--······· ··· ······ ··· ····· -· ·-··-·-·· S8.8 
7. t . Pn11t ··· ···--· ···-··· ····--············ ......... ........... ·-······-·· ······ ·-············-·- ··--- ·· 98.9 

8. 
9. 

l 0. 
1 I. 
12. 
13. 
] ,l. 
15. 
lfi. 
17. 
Pl. 
l 9. 

A'""erage 

BoARD OF PARK CoM MISSIONERS 

. ................. _ ..................... ................... ... 
, ~,.,,_,,,,--.000,_,, ..... ,o ,ouo,, , ,, o ouo , •-·'"'•• •• • •••••• •• • • • •• •··• ••·••• 

206.6 

~early every city tends to get badly behindhand _in proper proyision. of park 
area ln proportion to population and city arP.a. For tnstan~e. the fo11ow1ng table 
shows how t.he population bas outgrown the park area of Chicago. 

Population 
A1ea of cily, acres 
Area of pnrks, acres .. 
Acres of city to I acre of park .... . . 
Population to 1 aere of p•rk .. .. . . . 

1860 1870 1890 
109,206 ,306 .605 l.10;'; ,5 40 

11,518 22,823 111.734 
37 1,887 2,006 

311 12 5:; 
2,951 162 511 

1900 
1,698.575 

111,73' 
2,006 

5.; 
846 

'But the showing as to distribution of tbe park areas in different districts of 
the cit-.r is far wor~e. 

ID Chi ngo, in 190J. 900.0(10 people th·ed more 1h30 une mil from nn)· p:ork: 
In twenty· bree ward;i wi h tt population of over 1-.0 0.000 tho ,iark :ir a -w-ffS on1~ 
12 o r es, or 4.720 people to each ncre of pnrk spRc . The remaining el .-on wards 
1Vi1h :1 popula1ion o f 125. 000 con1nin d 1.81 ncre$ of pa-rk spaco or 23-! people to 
each acre of park space. 

Spokane ,hould take warning and secure much more park space while land can 
he bnn~h, chenply. 

Spok:i.n6 os reeeotly n lu e<l hns nbout lhe ·nme nreA (!!3.680 .. e re l th111 
Chieagll had in 1 70 (22,823 aeres). JC ~pok11ne is. 110w to .bn<e only tho sn'!: 
proportion of its nres in park ,opaee ,ha~ Ch1c5gG had 1n 11170. 1t sbo_uld hnve 1 ,9 13 
ocres of park sp3ce, or l.7~0 o.cres in nddftion to whnt it ol:read>: hu: 

13ut Jendin cities in those days -wer« ~enernll; v-ery d.eficient in parks com­
p.red ""itb wha is now recognhed • ~ the ~tand:,nl. :md 1be people knew much IMS 
nbout rhe need of pnrl:s tha n they dn now. . 

H:ir1Cord bad in 1900 "bout the s·~n,e populsUon ns .:poka.ne now ho.s. and. l& 
good example o( o medium si~ d city well prodded with park-·. The popu1aL1011 

! Hartford, In 1900, "' ns ,;9, 50, but th aren of rhe city was onl;· 11.065 aeres. 
A~ thnt time Flartford hod. includin K ney rark ( till c ntroll~d by trustoesl 
J.190.3- n •res oi pa.rk space which wi,s at the rate of 9.3 ncre.s of c1tr a:rea ~o each 
nere o{ park and at lhe rate ot 67 inhabit311 to each acre of park space. . 

It po"knn• i~ now to bnve the same pro _ortion of pu~ ~pa e 10 lnhab,tant 
that Hatt ford hod in 1900, ii should hue 1.1.>0 BCNS. It 11 1s to bnv.. the. same 
proportion to the arc.. of the city, it should have 2,546 acres, or 2,323 acres m ad-
d it ion to 'Whnt it 11 s. • . 

Owing- to '11e Cael th11t i;1 he cusc o! Hnrtiord e>Tery acre of pnrk 1s ,.-a.,l3h1c 
for the publi to s troll upon ( e:<cc_pt orn<>.n1enrnt i,ond , e.tc. ). the 8;"<~eed\ng-ly steep 
land in some of ·the puk pMpo ·ed fnr poknn11 should be ,n addition to the Raul 
'.!.323 acre of ne'I· parks. . 

'.\fo rc-o,·er. 33 i is e:cceodingly d eiji rable to secu re in the Jmmed:01\e futur 
~noui;h pnrk land to be iu p ropori \on t-0 thft 3nticipnted populfttion .o~ ~ enty or 
thirty )•eus he.nee 1n11y 2 ,500 :,cres of wood, nea.rl>· !e ve! l<LDd addlt!o.nal to the 
:i.bo'r<) i8 properly now propo ed. 10 be ncquired, t!l e h,;r with such addmooal uea.5 
of ,·er,· steep wild land ns nre requ.lred u, conueeuon wnb. the prop sed. 11S;>fu l 3reos 
to complete the landscape of the severs! ouUyin; -nuks. It is also understood that 
additional boute,•nrds, neighborhood parks, pl:syfleld oar'ks., playgroW1ds and squftre:<. 
will b requir d. ud hould be ncquir d from time .10 time by gift '?r purcns. e 11s 
!o.nds become av•ifable, ,t being :1t present i.rnpMs1ble to foresee toe loeat,on or 
su h ,dditional q11ares, ete. l is not oresumed, however , tbnt the to1SI :>re-n or 
sud, odditionnl sq,U>rl!1', tc .. -will be so i;reat " ,o odn!y exp:i11d the reaso n~bl 
proporiLoo of pa:rk spnee .io. population.- . 

The total area of existing parks is 223 acres. The Hartford ratio of area of 
parks 10 ciiy ·:irea nppt; d t<> Spoknne ,vonld r equirP. '.? .3'.?3 •c_res of new parks. 
Tl1king our project ol p:u-ks but liruitinl! L:ash P• rk 10 the l),rt,on a~ve th blulf 
southw:i.rd t o tho center line of sec tion 5, '.? 5 acres, ltmitinr: Downr,..-e.r Pnrk to 
the land it1 J.lonto~ano 1111bdiv-ision, 95 acres, :ind allowing 300 acres only for P.· 
ri'r er Pnk would bring the total nr•a of propo~cd nnrks down to 2,340 .sczes, whlon 
is very nenr the rnt io mentioned. . . 

The finanelal a.spt: ts of the pr.nJe<'t are niJ •e5st1.:r1ly of much greater i.mport­
anc.e than t.hose of loo:i ion and are:, ot propos d p~rks :i.nd boull'rnrds. 
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The OSI of patk may be di,•ided in Lllree parts. First ibe cost oC the land : 
second the c1>~t of impro\"ements; and third thl' cost of maintensnee. 

The cost of land fol' ~he va:rks m:,y be snbdi·.-ided into: Fi'l'.st, the cost o( 
s~c.h imp!'oyements a.a a:re stipulo.ted in deeds of gifl or fairly reqa.i:red in recog , 
n111on of gt its of lo.nd: second, those cnses where a nan or the whole oi the cod 
o( land is asse5$ed on 11:but1i11g land or on local :isscssme.ot d.isnicts: and third 
1·hose =~• in. which toe cost of fand ia paid either dire.ctly Crom the snmu,L 1,.; 
levy on the city at luge or !rom cbe proceeds of mt1.nicipnl loans which DJU!it be 
r<'paid. int.e:rest and sinking fund r.rom the annual u levy. 

The cost of improvementg is 10 be mei from (frtst} special local :,.ssessme.nts: 
(second ) ·froll! _the annual tax levy of the city at luge· and (third ) from the pr9· 
r.ieds of monimpat lo~ns. 

Experience shows th..._t no compr ehensive scheme of parks h3-s been accom­
plished in on;y American city w'ithoo~ the nid of s n!a inly large public loan. bnt 
ne.-ertbeless some cities have been great! .,· aided by p11·..tial or foll gif1s of lanrl 
money by poblic-!!pirited or liberal mind<'d cithe.n.s aod •ome ci~ies hn.-e secured 
most of lheir nei hborbood pn r ks, square · and boule.-uds by me.:,.ns of the to~• I 
district assessm1-nt !aw. 

Har ford is an iruitance of a city in which the £rMt~r part ol 1he pnrk :,re:i 
w-as the giCt of publie-!ll)irited citizens, and Kansas CH..- ls on inttance o'f " eity in 
whlcb most of. the smnl1 parks and boulevards 1,,,.,. b·een se •ured nnder t11e local 
:ossessment district law. 

Spoklllle has atreody l'ecei\"ed neetlent g+fts of land for pnrks and it is Corru 
na·te that much land required for additional parks is still controlled by own~r.s of 
luge tracts of land who bav:e osonll; a.cqui:.red the land n.t much 1e$S than it• pres· 
?-_?t valve nod can therefore all'ord to be much more liberal in ,:;ivio1; ii o r ellin 
i. _at cos1 to _ tbe cl1y for t1arks than_ others who have but l'ecently bought the re· 
q:urred land at greul~- advanced prices. More<1,el'. those ,;;tu, bold cnn, idern.ble 
!and only a p:irt of wbic~ ig n~ded for parks can often betttlr :11Jord to gi•e wbni 
·~ needed tbnll to have 1t taken lnd be ,usessed tor benefi.~s perhnp~ 1DOl'e th~n 
1ne; would get for the tnnd. 

In g:enenl iL will be po..sible to ncquire the l>oulevar<i,,. much of the p~l'kwa;·s . 
all of the squares, plat1ietd parks. much of the nei,rhht>rhood or medium sized plU'l;s 
nnd a ·good deal oi the large lnndsc:1pe parks u.nder :he district a~sessment olan 
wjtbonl ;nj.u.stice to land owners bec,.use of 1h di..-eet beneti s whkh these park 
,puces will be to their lands. 

\Vhere these two meibod• of scquicinec park l"'1d ,vii! not work. the municival 
loa o should be ..-esor t,ed to. .lfonicipnl loans for i,nrk laud may instiiinbl:; be pny• 
able afler a tonger period tb3n lllJlst other munie;pat loans b,acans<' the e:<i,en(ii ur<' 
i11 tor an ~ .. set which is indestroct,ible aud more likelr lo incrense than to decreasf, 
in value a.nd which could be realized upon in case oi municipsl banknipt.cy. Hence 
he burden ot repa:ymenl can be pl't>perly pnt to a ~eat exlent n1nn a sucee dinq 

i;encre.tion. 
A,; for 1he cost of imp.rn~ement o( the p:irk3 it should be met for the most 

pn:rl by short term lo3ns. posLponin,; m;in enen,ive imnro.-ement.s in 1he l:uerr 
nn rlc.s until foe 'l't"Owtb of the <'!lluat"io.n o { the city en.obies 1heir cost to be more 
r~n~ily born . All temporn..-y and inadequate impro.-em"1ll-S sbl)u!d be paid for nut or income. 

As n rnuih l)n$ iS for eslimating the- probuble cost of porks "'e .ch·~ below some 
"""erages of pnrk st11tislie!! which we happen. ti, ba.-e of fi...-e dtie,s collected same 
It'll years ago. Thes~ tities hod then n:>t f3r from the same oopulation. that Spn­
k!'1'e bas now Ro that the co~t o! land sbQnld he 1191 tnr from foe «<me for ,i ~ven 
distance from 1he centl'e M the city. These .. ities 11re Combridge. )fos . . : Dulurh. 
'.l-Cinn.: Peorin, lll.: Springfield. Ml\n., and Des Moines. l O'lrn. 

Av~ai;e total acreage of parh ... .......... ... ... ... -····· ....... _, ... . .. - ..... -..... 3:;9 
.' \"enig:e total coat of land 11.nd constroc't-ion....... ....... •.• .... ..... .. .. .. ,$ 1--1 t .:ioo 

"eral.?1' population ··-··" .. .. ··- .. 6R. 73 1"1 
., .. ernge cos t of pnrks J)el' a cr for laud··,.;;d ·co:Ustr~~tio~ ... ·. .$ 1,230 
A"erage cos of parks for land and con~troctbn. per ratiHn .$ 6 .30 
A'> erage number of inhabitants per ncre of park.... -..... ...... ··-··· 22$ 

From the la~t statement. ii ..-i.11 be ·l<een lb~ ,hese i:it,ie.~ were decideilly be · 
hindl!a"!'d in the. ~ro1;11.1rtion of p:,.T~ area to ponul:,tion. 1t seems likely tht tb~ 
parks in these c,:,es had cost cons,denb!y more p e:r ncre. ( Sl.'!30) !hiin they ,•an 
probably be obt-oin•d and impro.-ed r~·r i.n Spokane. 

In Rochester. Ne"· York. ibere we~f in l 9S three f-lll rly large parks hui.Dg 
an oggreg,,te ftren ol 630 a~res. 'fhe co t of these for land hnd nvern~ed $505 per 
r,cre. Bu t Rochester was fiu,11 a vc~)' much_ l11ra:er dty 1ban Spok:,.ne i~ now so 
park land ought to 11vel'&g-e much less cost per acre in the lat-ter ci~y. ..Uthon~h 
not fully coruplcted al that time these patks of Rochester were ihorough!y usefnl. 
"l'be cost of co11struction nud building- b:1d then a--er11ged S o~ ner acl'e. H is 
hardly to be expecrnd thnL soeb. p3 r k-s as Rockwood P ·arlc, Qut1en ..tone :P.nk, E'n~t­
side Park. Audubon l?nrk 3·Dd th~ like will co•t mucb le,;s per Mre for construe· 
t ion, bot the Inger park~ $UCb a~ l.'pciver Park and Lotah :P~rk would nndnubt · 
&diy cos: eonsidernbt; less per acre !Jr eonstm • ion. becnuse the; ..-ill contain s" 
m11~h land to he !ert ne11rlr wild, and for less for t~od bntti bccan e t hey ue Cut · 

Ho.I.RD uF l'.\RK Co:'ln11ss10:'\Eib 

tht>r from tht• eentre of the city nnd lar~ely mt1de up of steeo ru~!:';e~l lan(l Yery 
uuaqtilable for building lots at pre!-ient. 

\\.ith re,:rnrtl to m,int<>r.an~·,· ntl(>qunte ilarn ~re nn1 ,,t l111nd \,e,•1111•e more nr 
l~ss tnnstru<·lion w ,•rk is ort·cn pnid for ou1 nf th~ nnnusl income nf pork eom· 
1nl,-;.:1;,ion~ u'tul 1 h e dh:1 in rtion not f"lie:1. rl:r sbo,rn in publislJ,(td :-.tAte m(•nts. T .U~ gen­
•·•·nl idPn n1,11{"nr;; to he t bnl the nnnunt pn:rk rnx should be c>oe mill on tbe dol!~t 
of assessors· valuation of the city in addition to inten.~st and sinking fund on loan~. 
As the ns.<.essors ' .-alu,ufon o( Spokane i• saa.:;011.0 00 1111" r«te or pnrk t:tx J<hm,1,l 
yi~ld n1 present $33.iiOO, .,-1,i,,IJ with the present inatl~qu.ite rquipmeot (1f parks 
nn,l pHrkwayR wnuld l'nnble ron,iderable 10 be done in t'he wsy or tempor:lr)" snit 
minnr im11ro\·emen·L A$ th i::. rate of park 1'fl!;: would floll l)t nmoun1 l\.t .t;l 1~ cent 
lWT' f'1q,1irn it ou:.!!'hf not to s.t:rike- the citizens as ('Ill unrea.::;:on:.""1ble ~mo·unt t.o hin·,· 
tu pny for the ~reat advanfn!!;CS of parks for the he~lth nn,1 recreauo'!- of h,s fam· 
ii~- nnr nut of proportion t, t~e nrohable bendit in enhan,•ed .-alue to bis real estate. 

Respe~tfully. 
OL~IRTED BIWTHF.RR. 

Latah Bridge, High Bridge Park 
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CODE OF ETHICS FOR PARK BOARD MEMBERS 

As a Park and Recreation Board Member, representing all of the residents, I recognize 
that: 

1. I have been entrusted to provide park and recreation services to my
community.

2. These services should be available to all residents.regardless of age, sex,
race, religion, national origin, physical or mental limitation.

3. While honest differences of opinion may develop, I will work harmoniously
with other Board members to assure residents the services they require.

4. I will invite all residents to express their opinions so I may be properly
informed prior to making my decisions. I will make them based solely upon
the facts available to me. I will support the final decision of the Board.

5. I must devote time, study and thought necessary to carry out my duties.

6. The Board members establish the policy and the staff is responsible for
administering the policies of the Board.

7. I have no authority outside of the proper meetings of the Board.

8. All Board meetings should be open to the public except as provided by law.

H:\wbeddow\P ARKBRD\proj\coe.doc 
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THINGS WE APPRECIATE AND ARE GRATEFUL FOR ABOUT 
OUR PARK BOARD 

• SUPPORT 
• ENERGIES 
• TIME 
• PATIENCE 
• SENSE OF HUMOR 
• RELATIONSHIP WITH THE COUNCIL 
• LESS POLITICAL THAN ELECTED BODY 
• GENUINE INTEREST IN PARKS AND RECREATION 
• INDIVIDUALITY 
• COMMITMENT 
• COMMUNITY ADVOCACY AND INFLUENCE 
• INSPIRATION 
• COMMUNITY RESOURCES 
• INDEPENDENCE 
• DIVERSITY (GENDER/AGE/OCCUPATION/INTEREST) 
• COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY VIA PARKS AND RECREATION 
• INTEREST 
• INTELLIGENCE 
• DESIRE FOR PUBLIC INPUT AND WILLINGNESS TO LISTEN 
• DESIRE OF SOME MEMBERS NOT TO GET BOGGED DOWN WITH 

ADMINISTRATIVE DETAIL 
• DESIRE OF MOST TO OPERATE AND COMMUNICATE OPENLY, FRANKLY, 

HONESTLY 
• THEIR CONFIDENCE IN GAIL GOELLER (YOU'RE GREAT!) 
• DEDICATION TO THEIR DUTY 
• ENTHUSIASM 
• CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS ARE VERY APPRECIATIVE OF STAFF 
• THEY-ARE ALL HONEST 
• THEY ALL ARE COMMITTED AND WORK HARD 
• THEY ARE ALL RELIABLE 
• THEY ARE QUITE DIVERSE IN THEIR OPINIONS 
• THEY ARE APPRECIATIVE OF GOOD PERFORMANCE 
• THEY ATTEND MANY, MANY MEETINGS 
• THEY ARE BRIGHT AND UNDERSTAND ISSUES 
• THEY ARE CARING AND SUPPORTIVE 
• THEY ARE EASY TO TALK TO, 
• THEY KNOW MANY PEOPLE IN TOWN 
• THEY ARE ALL PROUD TO BE PARK BOARD MEMBERS 
• THEY ARE WILLING TO MAKE HARD, UNPOPULAR DECISION 
• I LIKE THEM ALL AS INDIVIDUALS AND RESPECT THEIR OPINIONS 

' 
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TEN TIPS TO INCREASE EFFECTIVENESS OF YOUR BOARD 

Does your board know what its purpose is? Do the board members understand 
their roles and responsibilities? Do the local elected officials act on a good percentage 
of the recommendations received from the board? As a former full-time Director of 
Parks and Recreation, the members of my advisory park and recreation board would 
probably have said NO to all three questions at the first meeting I attended. This board 
had been in existence for at least ten years with minimal attendance from members, 
periodically discussing the need for an agenda and minutes, wishing that they could just 
get the current mayor to attend a meeting, arid occasionally pulling off a few 
accomplishments. Believe me, facing a struggling advisory board is not an uncommon 
occurrence. 

In Pennsylvania there are 140 municipal departments with at least one full-time 
staff person, the majority of which work with park and recreation boards. We estimate 
that this leaves approximately 85% of the 900 boards without guidance from 
professionals trained to provide park and recreation services. Keeping this in mind, 
Recreation Outreach is specifically reaching out to those boards without the benefits of 
any staff. However, with or without staff, the success of park and recreation services in 
a community depends, to a large extent, on the effort, commitment, and competency of 
its park and recreation board. To help you with that sometimes overwhelming 
responsibility, here are ten suggestions to maximize your board's efforts: 

1. As a board member you have accepted a job and it requires work. 

In order to create a successful park and recreation program, it takes 
committed board members willing to contribute more than one hour a month 
for a monthly board meeting. Do you have board members who arrive at 
6:58 p.m. for a 7:00 p.m. meeting, and at that time open up the sealed 
envelope of meeting material you sent out for their review prior to the 
meeting? How well are they representing the residents of your community? 
Talk to these members and if their time and interest iri this services is limited, 
maybe their spot should be occupied by another more interested resident. 

2. "No wind is favorable if a ship does not know to which port it is sailing." 
- Socrates 

Park and recreation board members should know and support the purpose of 
the board. Goals and objectives based upon this purpose need to be 
identified so that you do not wander from meeting to meeting, discuss the 
same issues and accomplish very little. Identify what the board will do this 
year, what steps you need to take to accomplish these tasks, and who will get 
the tasks accomplished. 
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3. Work with erected officials to insure that your board can be involved 
with selecting new board members. 

Form a screening committee to find members who will provide representation 
where it is lacking. Look for people who have an interest in your cause, have 
some time to give, can offer or raise funds, and have excellent visibility in the 
community. 

4. Help your new board members out by providing an orientation meeting 
that includes much more than a conversation on the time and place for 
monthly board meetings. 

This should include a tour of existing facilities; a review of the board's by­
laws; a review of how the board functions; when the agenda is prepared; how 
items are placed on the agenda; the proper preparation for meetings; and a 
discussion on what the roles of the board are. 

5. Very few business meetings achieve anything of value after two hours, 
and an hour and a half is enough time to allocate for most purposes. 

The key to preventing your meetings from dragging on for hours is having 
and following a properly designed agenda. Mail agenda, minutes, and any 
brief proposal papers out prior to the meeting. It should be in members' 
hands two or three days prior to the meeting. Any sooner, some members 
will lose or forget the packet was sent out. 

6. Change your by-laws if they lead to board ineffectiveness. 

When was the last time your board even reviewed its by-laws? If you are 
having problems with attendance at your meetings, establish and enforce a 
by-law addressing this issue. Some boards have a by-law in which members 
can only miss three meetings per year. Depending on the circumstances, the 
option is there to ask members to resign. 

7. The role of the leader is to see to it that the problem gets solved. The 
role of the group is to participate in finding the solution and reaching a 
decision. 

Most meetings have someone who either contributes rarely or seems to take 
the opposing view, whatever the issue. The chairperson should strive to get 
maximum input from board members by using techniques such as breaking 
into small groups, then generating a master list of ideas or going around the 
room at least once to force everyone to add their opinion and ideas. 

' 

2 
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8. Never forget who the customers are. 

Most boards hold open meetings, but no one comes. It's easy to become 
self-centered and to forget that the residents are paying for the services you 
are delivering. When making decisions, ask yourself how this action will 
affect the customers. Take the time to talk with residents and ask them their 
likes and dislikes. Work to keep the channels of communication open with 
key service clubs, neighborhood groups, athletic associations, and school 
district representatives. 

9. Keep your elected officials informed. 

Your board exists because the elected officials cannot devote the time 
needed to effectively provide park and recreation services. However, in 
many communities, there is virtually little or no communication between the 
governing body and the advisory park and recreation board. Suggest that 
one elected official serve as a liaison between the two groups. Invite elected 
officials to popular programs and special events, and give them a role, such 
as starting a 5K race. 

10. Look outside your community for help. 

Many board members believe that their community is different, their problems 
are unique, and that they will have to find the answers from within. Yes, your 
community may be different; however, the problems and solutions tend to be 
the same everywhere. Take a tour of neighboring park systems, talk to 
communities with full-time professionals, attend a Pennsylvania Recreation 
and Park Society workshop, or place a call to the Bureau of Recreation and 
Conservation's Recreation and Park Advisor who serves the community in 
which you live. 

The above suggestions only skim the surface of ways you can work towards improving 
the effectiveness of your Board. Subsequent issues of Recreation Outreach will take 
each of these ten tips and provide you with more in-depth information on issues such 
as developing goals and objectives, writing a proper agenda, and selecting board 
members. 

By Diane Kripas 

Diane W Kripas served as Director of Parks and Recreation for Mt. Laurel Township, 
New Jersey and as a Recreation and Park Advisor for the Bureau of Recreation and 
Conservation in the PA Department of Community Affairs. 

( 
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This article was reprinted from the June, 198.9, Recreation Outreach, a newsletter for 
Park and Recreation Boards in Pennsylvania. Our appreciation goes to the Bureau of 
Recreation and Conservation in the Pennsylvania Department of Community Affairs for 
allowing us to reprint this article. 
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Section 2 

Creating Connections 
I • 

Introduction to the 
Benefits-Based Approach 
for Parks a Recreation 

© 1996 National Recreation & Park Association 
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Learning Objectives · 

1 
To become exposed to the concept of the 

benefits-based approach to parks and 

recreation; 

AND 

2 
To describe how benefits impact upon one's 

-personal life or an organization's operation. 

1 
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Why a Puzzle? 

1 · First of all, most of us have always been puzzled as 
to why what we do in parks and recreation is not 

better understood and valued by the general public. 

2 

3 

4 

This benefits-based approach will serve as the 

mechanism for helping professionals and advocates 

pull the pieces of our message together for others. 

You get to pick the pieces of the benefits-based 

approach that are right for you. This _manual 

provides alternative resources so you can pick what 

meets your needs best 

The story is never complete, so there is room for 

you to add additional pieces-quotes, research, case 

studies-to this manual. 

3 
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We need to think of ourselves: 

• as catalysts for providing opportunities and experiences for people 

• as facilitators of individual, community, environmental, and economic 
benefits 

The types and focus of our programs and services have changed as noted by examples from 

the NRPA publication, Beyond Fun and Games-Emerging Role of Public Recreation: 

• public recreation departments of Phoenix, Ariz., Cincinnati, Ohio, and Santa Ana, Calif., 
are involved in a number of programs addressing youth at risk and juvenile crime 

• the state of Vermont Youth Conservation Corps and its progress towards civic, personal, 
and environmental responsibility 

• Orange County, Fla., and its provision of outreach services to new and under-served 
communities 

• the Champaign, Ill., Park District's involvement in community health and information 
services 

In the political arena we've also witnessed such changes as: 

• further cuts in funding for agencies and communities 

• the Congressional debate on crime and whether recreation programs for youth were 

pork-or an essential part of the solution 

• the ongoing crisis in healthcare in terms of both preventing and paying for it 

• the nonstop tug-of-war between environmentalists and developers over water, trees, and 
open space 

• a heightened awareness and concern for social issues such as families, "al risk" youth, 
sense of community, and crime 

t 
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Participants/Process/Products 
Along the Road 

1991-Benefits of Leisure 
edited by B.L. Driver, Perry J. Brown, and George L. Peterson 

This text released by Venture Publishing consisted of 35 chapters prepared by 57 authors 
representing six countries and helped to focus the attention upon "benefits as desirable 
consequences." It is of interest to note that Driver and Peterson, from the Rocky Mountain Forest 
and Range Experiment Station of the USDA Forest Service and Brown from the Forestry 
Department of Oregon State University, had been writing and making presentations about 
benefits since the mid-1980s. 

1992-The Benefits of Parks and Recreation: A Catalogue 

Our neighbors and colleagues to the north took us a step further with the benefits and 
repositioning agenda when this catalogue was published. It was a joint effort of the Parks and 
Recreation Federation of Ontario, the Ontario Ministry of Tourism and Recreation, lnterprovincial 
Sport and Recreation Council, Canadian Parks and Recreation Association, and the Government 
of Canada Fitness and Amateur Sport. This publication was a virtual pioneer in the movement 
and remains a valuable resource and cornerstone of this effort. 

December 1992-NRPA Pacific Northwest Regional Council 

This group identified the need to produce a video and a proclamation on the benefits of parks 
and recreation to be circulated throughout the Pacific Northwest and used management aids to 
bring attention to the benefits by both professionals and the general public. These management 
aids were completed and circulated in the spring of 1994. 

1994-The Alberta Kit on the Benefits of Recreation 

The Alberta Recreation and Parks Association took it a step further when they created a kit to 
help professionals and advocates move the message to the outside world. This kit was created 
in conjunc!ion with the Alberta Centre for Well-Being, Alberta Community Development, Alberta 
Municipal Association for Culture, Alberta Sports, Recreation. Parks, and Wildlife Foundation. 

Beyond Fun and Games 

The National Recreation and Park Association with support from the National Recreation 
Foundation published a book, Beyond Fun and Games-Emerging Roles of Public Recreation. 
This excellent resource profiled 19 public park and recreation agencies from across the country 

7 
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I ' • 

Welcome to the new world of parks and recreation. A world where we regularly and in a 

concerted fashion make a place tor parks and recreation on the agenda for the 21st century by 

stating and making a case for our programs and services in such a way that people (participants 

and decision makers) are aware of and recognize the values and benefits of what we do for 

today and tomorrow. 

It's not too late to become a part of this process. Collaboration is the watchword of this effort. 

Now is the time to join this repositioning of our profession for the future. At a meeting of 
professionals from both Canada and the United States in October at the NAPA Congress in San 

Antonio, Carol Peterson, a member of the Alberta Recreation and Park Association and an 
individual involved in these efforts, said: 

"'We view the efforts of spreading the benefits message as a 
ferris wheel. It doesn1t matter where you get on just as long 
as you get on." 

Get your ticket for the ferris whee!. Become a part of this movement. What's important is that 
you join us on this journey NOW. The repositioning of parks and recreation is an ongoing effort. 

Welcome and thanks for joining us on this worthwhile journey. 

9 
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Al Whitman, a pioneer in advertising and former president of 
Campbell Mitchum, states in his book, "How to Make People 
Say Yes' and How to Make Them Do What You Want Them To 
Do,,, 1991, Whitman Publishing: 

Every product or service provides benefits 
and qualitlies as follows: 

A benefit is what a product or service does 
for a customer or prospect. 

A quality (feature) is what the product or 
• • service 1s. 

Benefits are active (does) and motivate 
people into action. 

Qualities (features) are passive and 
inactive. They just sit or Llare.11 

11 
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Moving the Benefits Message 

WHO Needs to Know? 

So you want to begin moving the benefits message. An initial starting point is to identify the 
people to whom you want to direct this message. Who needs to know? 
One appropriate answer to that question is EVERYBODY. While that m_ay be our ultimate goal, it · 
makes more sense to identify specific subgroups of everybody to target as recipients for our 
benefits message. 

We can begin by identifying two basic groups: Internal and External audiences 

Internal audiences: 

• are those people involved with parks and recreation in a more formal capacity 

• may include fellow professionals, part-time staff, support staff. volunteers, advocates, 
and board members 

External audiences: 

• are those people not actively or specifically involved with the parks and recreation 
movement as employees, volunteers, or advocates 

• can include participants, decision-makers, civic or community groups 

• can be individuals working or serving in similar capacity with other departments such as 
the school board, county commissioners, etc. 

• can be individuals or groups with no apparent connection to our community or agency 

12 
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Moving Message Tools 

To assist recreation professionals and allies in moving the messages to each of these groups, the 

following tools have been developed. 

• A 12-minute video highlighting the benefits of parks and 
recreation 

• This Resource Guide which includes strategies and techniques 
for moving the message to internal markets such as: 

• awareness activities for benefits 

• activities for repositioning departments 

• discussion generators for recreating our agencies 

• Strategies and techniques for moving the message to external markets such as: 

• sample talks 

• frameworks for developing talks 

• helpful hints for making presentations 

• transparencies for presentations 

• Information to incorporate into this approach such as: 

• benefits based activities 

• quotes 

• case studies from the field 

• a copy of the Benefits of Recreation Research Update 

• workshop outlines 

14 
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Overview of Benefits Categories 

There are certainly a myriad of different benefits that can be accrued from participation in 

recreation or visits to parks or open space. 

It can be a walk in the woods for a world-weary adult. It can be the sense of exhilaration for the 
six-year-old who connects bat to ball for the ·very first time. It can be the positive feeling of 
exhaustion that retired volunteers feel at the end of a day. Or it might be that intangible sense of 
connection people feel when gathered with others enjoying the annual fireworks display. 

We can relax and enjoy the beauty of a sunset. We can spend time with family or friends. We 
can experience new activities and opportunities. There is an almost limitless number of benefits 
that can be found within such experiences. 

Most of these values and -benefits fall within one of tour major categories: 

• Individual 

• Community 

• Environmental 

• Economiq 

Opportunities for living, learning, and leading full and productive lives as 
well as avenues for people to experience purpose, pleasure, health and 
well being. 

Essential by creating opportunities to live and interact with families, work 
groups, neighbors, communities, and the world. 

Providing and preserving parks and open space enhance the desirability 
of an area as well as contributing to the health and safety of its 
inhabitants. 

Not mere expenditures but investment in the future for the viability of 
people and places. 

15 
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1 Individual Benefits 

How is it that individuals benefit from parks and recreation? 

What are the values accrued to people personally from such experiences and opportunities? 

Parks an~ recreation provide opportunities for living, learning, and leading a full and productive 
life as well as avenues for purpose, pleasure, health and well being. 

Play for grown people is recreation-the renewal of life; for 
children it is growth-the gaining of life 

Joseph Lee, Father of the American Playground 

Other more specific Individual benefits include: 

• full and meaningful life 

• balance between work and play 

• life satisfaction 

• quality of life 

• personal development and growth 

• self esteem and self reliance 

• sense of accomplishment 

• creativity and adaptability 

• problem solving and decision making 

• physical health and maintenanc·e 

• psychological well being 

- · - -. personal appreciation andsatisladion 

• sense of adventure 

• outlets for stimulation 

Research information to substantiate and expand upon these benefits can be found in the 
Benefits of Recreation Research Update accompanying this resource as well as additional 
research facts found in Section 6. 
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Older Adults 

• When examining a sample of active middle-aged and older adults, one's sense of 

physical competence was the best predictor of life satisfaction. Those people who 

participated in an exercise program had higher levels of perceived physical ability and 
perceived their lives to be more satisfying. (Tappe, M. & Duda, J., 1989) 

• Physically active older adults have lower blood pressure than do their less active 
counterparts. (Pescatello et al., 1990) 

• Active middle-aged and older populations have lower total cholesterol levels than do their 
less active counterparts. (Reaven et al., 1990) 

Individual 

• For each additional mile walked or run by a sedentary person, that individual would add 
an extra 21 minutes to his/her life. (RAND Corporation, 1993) 

• A recent study by psychologists found that pleasant events such as dinner with friends or 
a weekend hike in the woods gave a boost to the immune system that lasted two to three 
days. (Sachs and Segal. "Mind & Body;" New Woman, December 1994, p. 50.) 

• Older people often experience a loss in aerobic power that can be debilitating, but the 
results of a longitudinal study concluded that habitual exercise can be effective in 
preventing or slowing this decline. (Kasch et al. "The Effect of Physical Activity and 
Inactivity on Aerobic Power in Older Men," Physician and Sports Medicine, 1990) 
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"Play is a sculptor which shapes the life-of the child. He confides his dreams to his play and 

becomes what his play is. This is also true enough of adults to make us seriously concerned for 
the recreational life of America. We must make the play time of all children and the free time of 

the rest of us richer, more satisfying, and more ennobling.-Warren G. Harding 

"I would go to more dances. 
I would ride more merry-go-rounds. 
I would pick more daisies." 

-from "If I Had My Life to Live Over" by 
Nadine Starr, age 85 

"Our minds need relaxation, and give way unless we mix with work a little play."-Moliere 

"In every real man is a child hidden that wants to 
play"-Nietzsche 

"Play is where our lives live. When we slip into play, we slip into self-experience where we can 
afford to 'let go' and respond to ourselves, to others, and to the environment in an unpredictable, 
personal way."-Levy 

"Whenever the urge to exercise comes upon me, 
I lie down for a while and it passes.· 
-Robert Maynard Hutchins 

"Children's games are hardly games. Children are never more serious than 
when they play. "-Montaigne 
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Com·munity Benefits · 

How does involvement with others make a difference in human beings' lives? 

How do opportunities for people to come together and interact impact upon the nature of a 
community? 

GeneraVOverall Benefit: Community 

No man is an island. We live and interact within families, work groups, neighborhoods, 
communities, and the world. Recreation and parks play an integral role in providing 
opportunities for these types of interactions 

America is not like a blanket-one piece of unbroken cloth, 
the same color, the same texture, the same size. America is 
more like a quilt-many pieces, many colors, many sizes, all 
woven together and held together by a common thread. 

_ Jesse Jackson In Modem Maturity 

Other more specific benefits include: 

• strong, vital, involved communities 

• connected families 

• ethnic and cultural understanding and harmony 

• community pride 

• support for youth 

• lifelines for the elderly 

• reduced alienation ~· . ... - . 

• reduced delinquency 

• outlets for conflict resolution 

• social bonding 

• understanding and tolerance 

Research information to substantiate and expand upon these benefits can be found in the 
Benefits of Recreation Research Update accompanying this resource as well as additional 
research facts found in Section 6. 
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Quotations·tor co·mmunity Benefits 

"It takes a whole. community to raise a child." -:An African proverb 

"Recreation is no longer simply having fun. Rather, it 
involves the kind of America we have, and want to 
have, and the kind of people we are and are likely to 
become." -Laurence S. Rockefeller 

"This country will not be a good place for any of us to live in unless we make it a good 
place for all of us to live in. "-Theodore Roosevelt 

"The quickening pace of life may have made us more 
productive, more efficient, and more organized, but 
less spontaneous, less joyful, and less connected to 
others." -Or. Robert Ornstein and Dr. David Sobel 

"The right of children to play, to sing, and to dance; the right of youth to sport for sports' 
sake; the right of men and women to use leisure in the pursuit of happiness in their own way, 
are basic to our American heritage. R -Harry S. Truman 

"Any place where you can create some open, green 
public spaces is critical to the spiritual and emotional 
well-being of the city-whether or not you call them 
parks in the traditional sense of the word." 
-Brenda Bunches, Program Manager, Common 
Ground, Los Angeles, California . 
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Community Field Stories to Date 

1. "Teen WorkReation" 

. A summer volunteer program for teens .to work at area parks. Teens contribute 
700 hours of labor to the parks while receiving valuable work experience and 
acquiring important skills, such as CPR and Arst Aid. A volunteer noted that the 
program teaches teens responsibility and helps increase their self esteem. 

• Contact the Missoula, MT Park and Recreation Department at 406-721-7275 

2. The Youth in Crises Project (YICP) 

A program in Richmond, CA. to provide recreational, social, and educational 
services to at-risk teenagers, ages 13 to 18. Specific benefits are vague. 

• Contact: Community Services 
2544 Barrett Ave. 
P.O. Box 4046 
Richmond, CA 948043 
510-620-6794 

3. Boulder Youth Recreation Program 

A program to create positive alternatives for low-income youth such as, arts, 
sports, outdoor recreation, etc: 

- The Housing Authority staff and site representatives noted that "the negative behaviors 
of smoking, fighting and vandalism" had decreased as a result of the program. 

• Contact the Boulder Parks and Recreation Department at 303-441-3400 

4. Uptown Recreation Adoption Program 

An adoption program offered by different organizations in Dubuque, Iowa directed 
at low-income teens. The activities offered are an adventure camp program, art 
classes taught at a museum:71iier pickup, -grounds maintenance, etc. 

• Contact Gil Spence at 319-589-4263 

5. Pet Therapy 

General newspaper articles on the benefits of pets for companionship and 
physical and mental recuperation: 
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10. X-Tattoo Program 

A tattoo removal program offered free ol charge to teenagers. 

-Benefits include: the opportunity to change one's life, i.e., removing a gang emblem, 
ability to be free of other's judgement, etc. In return for the service, the person must 
promise to get out of gang involvement and look for a job, as well as complete 20 hours 
of community service. 

• Contact the City of Phoenix Parks & Recreation, 606-262-7370 

11. Intergenerational Read to Me Program 

A program in which third graders and senior citizens read to each other. The 
reading material is selected based on whether it will encourage interaction 
between the reader and listener. , 

-Benefits include allowing children and senior citizens to "bridge the gap" and giving the 
children a positive introduction to reading. 

• Contact Christine Larson, CLP, of West Des Moines Department of Parks & 
Recreation at 515-222-3444 

12. Des Moines DARE Program 

A one-week support program designed to help school children make the 
transition from elementary school to junior high school. Winner of the Recreation 
Innovation Program Award. 

-Students were made more comfortable with the transition from elementary to junior high 
school as a result of the program; activities helped them with self-esteem, time 
management, peer pressure, and gave them an introduction to social and community 
participation. 

• Contact Christine Larson, CLP, at 515-222-3444 

13. Long Beach Homeland Cultural Center 

A center that exhibits the-art of different ethnic groups and offers low cost 
creative writing and art courses to the community. 

- The center is beneficial in that it provides an outlet for ethnic and cultural interaction. 

• Contact Jane Arobaty of Long Beach Department of Parks, Recreation & 
Marinas, 310-570-3100 
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Economic Benefits 

How do our personal expenditures of time and _money on leisure-related items and experiences 
impact upon the botton line? 

In what ways do use of community resources upon recreation, park, and preservation activities 
benefit the overall economic health of that community? 

General/Overall Benefit: Economic 

Parks, recreation, and open space are not mere expenditures but an investment in the future well 
being of individuals and groups as well as the continued viability of communities and the world. 

You can pay me NOW or pay me JAHR! 

Other benefits include: 

• Economic stimulant 

• Reduced healthcare costs 

• Reduced vandalism and crime 

• Revenue generator 

• Enhanced land values 

_ • Catalyst for tourism 

• Productive workforce 

tag line from a car repair commercial 

Research information to substantiate and expand upon these benefits can be found in the 
Benefits of Recreation Research Update accompanying this resource well as additional research 
facts found in Section 6. 
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• In Vail , CO, the assessed value of the property in this-vacation resort is $6.5 billion, an 

amount equal to the gross national products of Bolivia and Nicaragua. (Flotsam and 

Jetsam, Pelican Press, September 1995) In Lowell, MA, atthe Lowell National Historic 

Site, for every public dollar invested in its E~conomic renewal, an _additional $7 of private 

investment was generated. (Phoenix Project Handbook, Section II, page 28, 1995) 

• A study of tourism in Galveston, Texas, in 1991 found that the 180,000 people visiting the 
Strand Historic District and the 100,000 attendees at the Dickens festival resulted in 

people spending $18 r:r,illion in Galveston, creating $2.7 million in salaries. {Phoenix 

Project Handbook, Section II, page 28, 1995) 

• Sharp James, the former president of the National League of Cities, said, "We are going 
to recreate or we are going to incarcerate" and cited that in 1992, 21.8 million youth 
under the age of 21 were arrested and the cost of incarcerating these youth was $2.3 

billion annually. (Healing America's Cities, 1994) 

32 



Return to Table of Contents

Economic Field Resources to Date 

Economic Benefits 

1. Automated Water Chemistry Control 

How San Diego's Park and Recreation Department increased the efficiency of its 

svtimming pool maintenance while saving money by installing a water 

chemistry control system. 

- The water control system eradicated the need for multiple pool controllers, thereby 
obviating the payment of salaries. Pool chemical expenses were cut by $25,000 and 
the system allowed pools to operate year-round, generating more jobs and increased 
public use. 

• Contact Karl Kierulff, 619-692-4921 

2. The Economic Benefits of Regular Exercise 

- .- - .. 

A booklet that cites statistics pointing to such corporate benefits of exercise 

such as increased worker productivity, reduced health care costs, and 

increased mental well-being. 

-Union Pacific Railroad found that 80% of its employees believed that their exercise 
program was helping them to be more productive at work. 75% thought that regular 
exercise was helping them achieve higher levels of relaxation and concentration at work. 

-Steelcase showed that medical claims costs were 50% lower for corporate fitness 
program participants than non-participants over a six-year period. 

- The Canadian Life Assurance Company found turnover among fitness program 
participants was 32.4% lower over a seven-year period compared with non-participants. 

-Dupont reduced absenteeism by 47.5% over six years for its corporate fitness program 
participants. 

_ • Co[ltact IRSA, The Association of Quailty Clubs, 617-951-0055 
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5. Golf Course Improves Neighborhood 

The proximity of a new golf course encouraged the growth of upscale housing. 
Before the construction of a golf-course, there were few upper-middle and 
upper-:elass housing developments, whereas following the golf course $250,000 
to $400,000 houses emerged in the surrounding neighborhoods. 

- This emergence of upscale housing contributed significantly to tax and service 
revenues. 

• Contact Becky Senna of the City of Miamisburg Parks & Recreation 
Department. 513-84 7-64 73 

6. The Economic Benefits of Arts in Colorado 

Aurora Park's fine arts programs contribute significantly to the local economy: 

-For every child participating in the Aurora Dance Arts Program, $500 is contributed to 
the local economy on costumes, food, decorations, etc .. 

• Contact Joan Peterson of Aurora, CO, 303-695-7200 

7. The Economic Benefits of the ASA National Tournament 

In 1994, Aurora Parks hosted the ASA NaUonal Tournament, which funneled an 
estimated $301,475 toward the local economy. The money was spent on hotels, 
restaurants, gas and other expenses. 

• Contact Joan Peterson of Aurora, CO, 303-695-7200 

8. Economic Benefits of USSA World Softball Championships 

As a result of hosUng the USSA Championships, Salt Lake City County Parks & 

Recreation contributed an estimated $2, 172,625 to the local economy. 
- ·---- -

• Contact Desiree Beaudry, 801-468-2560 
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- Environmental Benefits 

What impact doe.s the presence of trees and open space have upon the livability 

of an area? 

What role does preservation and protection of open space have upon the health and wellbeing 

of people? 

General/Overall Benefit: Environmental 

Providing and preserving parks and open space enhance the desirability of an area as well as 
contribute to the safety and health of its inhabitants. 

111e nation that destroys its soil destroys itself. 

Other more specific benefits include: 

• environmental health & protection 

• catalyst for relocation 

• physical health and wellbeing 

• stress reduction 

• source of community pride 

• enhanced property values 

• clean air and clean water 

- . - -. preservation of open space 

• protection of the ecosystem 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

Research information to substantiate and expand upon these benefits can be found in the 
Benefits of Recreation Research Update accompanying this resource as well as additional 
research facts found in Section 6. Healing Americas Cities is also a good source. 
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- Environmental Quotes 

"We are. the children of the landscape.-Lawrence Durrell 

"The earth is given as common stock for man to labor 
and live on." -Thomas Jefferson 

"Perhaps nature is our best assurance of immortality. "-Eleanor Roosevelt 

"The future is purchased by the present."-Samuel 
Johnson 

"Writing off parks as an unaffordable elitist frill would be a hideous, 
city-killing mistake."....:._The New Yorker magazine 

,·- · ·- - ·---
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· 5. Famosa Slough Wildlife Preserve 

An enhancement and preseNation program for a local marsh area. 

-:-The program has improved water quality by treating runoff and allowed the return of 
animal species and fauna to their natural habitat. 

• Contact Robin Stribley, 619-525-8219 

6. Wheeler Historic Farm 

An operating farm that practices late 19th-century framing techniques. 

- The farm provides educational and recreational benefits. 

• Contact Desiree Beaudry of Salt Lake City, Utah, 801-468-2560 

7. Golf Courses Become Environmental Solutions 

Newspaper articles cite two cities that bul1t golf courses in order to solve 
environmental dilemmas. The city of Pineville, OR solved its excess water 
problem by turning land into a waste water treatment facility/golf course. Murray, 
UT, built the golf course to meet the needs of the community and to provide 
drainage for problematic storm runoff from the highway. 

-Pineville's golf course has helped rid the city of its excess water problem by planting 
extra absorbent plants and trees and constructing ponds that evaporate 3.5 feet of 
wastewater per year. As a result, the golfcourse, in addition to serving a recreational 
purpose, absorbs up to 1.2 million gallons of water a day. 

-As a result of Murray's golf course, 11 acres of wetland have been inadvertently created 
and the city has seven acres worth of flood retention area. 

• Contact Doug Hill of Murray City Corporation, 801-264-2614 
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-· ''Creating Connections" 
Training Curriculum and Descriptions 

Comprehension: 

Appropriate for: Everyone directly or indirectly involved with parks and recreation 
Essential for: All staff, volunteers, board commission members, advocates 
Format: Combined lecture, large and small group discussion, and training games and activities 

Workshop Description: 

Become exposed to the benefits-based approach to parks and recreation by examining the four 
benefit areas. Discover how these benefits impact our lives and society, as a whole, in real and 
concrete ways. Everyone from part-time staff to agency directors will gain valuable information to 
improve their agency's performance, value and image. 

Learning Outcomes: 

Participants will: 

• Identify the four major benefit areas of parks and recreation 
• Change and upgrade their self perception and job value 
• Recognize how benefits impact their personal and professional lives 
• View parks and recreation as critical and vital to our future quality of life 

Needs Identification: 

For too long, politicians, society and even park and recreation professionals themselves have 
viewed programs and services as non-essential or discretionary. It's time that everyone involved 
in the profession understand its real value in terms of providing vital and critical benefits to 
individuals and communities. This repositioning will be the foundation for building a strong future 
Jor_ pl)!Jlic _parks and recreation prggrams_aod facilities~ _ 
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Suggested Content/Schedule 

For ease of providing an example, this schedule is developed for a CEU session from 9 a.m. to 

10:15 a.m. Specific suggested activities are listed in parentheses () following the topic. 

9:00-9:10 

9:10-9:20 

9:20-9:30 

9:30-9:40 

9:40-9:50 

9:50-10 

10-10:10

10:10-10:15 

Instructions for CEU procedures 

Introduction of workshop presenter 

An Introduction to Benefits (video) 

Recap of benefit categories as identified in video 

( overhead transparencies) 

Identifying the ways in which benefits impact upon one's 

personal life (Activities: How Does My Garden Grow or 

Kickball "hide"lights) 

Discussion of findings from previous activity 

Exploring ways in which the benefits impact upon the delivery of parks 

and recreation (Activities: Alpha Benefits or Rand Mc Tally) 

Discussion of findings from previous activity and/or benefits of additional 

workshops on benefits 

_Completing CEU procedures

NRPNState affiliate announcements 

There is an outline on the next page that can be used when presenting the "Creating 

Connections" Workshop. 
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Some Suggestions Prior to 
Conducting the Workshop(s) 

• Be in touch with the organizer of the workshop to confirm dates and times as well as 
which workshops will be conducted. 

• Assist organizer by providing information for CEU forms fo~ workshop. 

• Decide ahead of time exactly what you want in the way of room set-up and AV 
equipment. 

Hints: VCR and TV; overhead projector; easel and flipchart may help. 

Additional Suggestions: Consider how you want the room set because it influences interaction 
of participants and your presentation. Use half rounds of 5-7 to allow for interaction. 

• Review outline of content for the workshop and select specific activities, etc. 

• Begin to gather materials you need for the workshops, i.e .. overheads. markers, pre­
printed worksheets, etc. 

• Contact organizer a few days prior to the workshop to reconfirm and settle any last 
minute questions. etc. 

• Prepare ahead of time and you'll ENJOY it as well! 

Be Organized 
and Prepared 
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Some Sugg·estions for "Zipping Up" 
Your Workshops 

It is always a challenge to keep workshops interesting, moving, and zipping along. Here are 
some hints for doing just that: 

• Change the pace: Strive for a balance between more active and passive activities as 
well as group and individual activities. 

• Just do it! Whenever possible have the participants actually "do" the content rather than 
listen to you tell them about it. 

• Let them know the schedule and the content for the day and each segment of the 
workshop; it helps them to pace themselves. 

• Regroup: Don't hesitate to create new groups in new sections of the room as a way to 
keep them moving and involved. 

•Giveaway some "silly stuff" to reward people for their involvement with the workshop. 

• Recall particular activities or components of workshops you've attended that you liked 
and incorporate them into yours. 
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Benefits of-Parks a·nd Recreation 
Faculty Resource List 

Item No. Item Cost each 

BF1 
BF2 
BF3 
BF4 

BAV1 
BAV2 
BAV3 
BAV4 

BA6 

BV1 

Forms and Catalogs 
NRPA CEU Forms NONE 
NAPA Evaluation Forms NONE 
Promotional Products Catalogs NONE 
NAPA Publications Catalog NONE 

Benefits are Endless . • • Custom Imprinted 
Promotional Products/Catalogs NONE 
Dozens of items available for your training 
programs and presentations. Call NAPA's 
Promotions experts at 619-721-3737 and a 
complete catalog will be sent via fax immediately. 

Audio Visual Aids 
Black and White Transparency Set $25.00 
Color Transparency Set $55.00 
Power Point Disk (IBM Format) $50.00 
Power Point Disk (Mac Format) $50.00 

A Benefits of Park and Recreation Resource Guide 
Complete with video and 200 pages of vital 
benefits info 
Benefits Video 

$80.00 
$25.95 

Quantity 
needed 

Address _____________________________ _ 

City ___________ State _____ ZIP ------------

Purchase order: ___________ _ Date items needed: ________ _ 

Visa/MC No.-------------Exp. date ____ Invoice me: __ _ 

Signature-----------------------------

Fax order to: NRPA, 703-671-6772, Benefits Resources, Professional Services 
, · Division 
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What is a 
Benefit? 

According to The American 

College Dictionary, a benefit is 
anything that is for the good of 

a person or thing. 
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Al Whitman, d proneer in advertising and former president of 
Campbell Mitchum, states in his book, ''How to Make People 
Say Yes' and How to Make Them Do What You Want Them To 
Do,,, 1991, Whitman Publishing, the following: 

Every product or service provides benefits 
and qualities as follows: 

A benefit is what a product or service does 
for a customer or prospect. 

A quality (feature) is what the product or 
• • sennce 1s. 

_ Benefits are active (does) and motjvate 
· peopl~ in~o actio~ . 

. 

Qualities (features) are passive and 
inactive. They just sit or 11are." 
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Movina the Messaae Tools . 

©1996 National Recreation and Park Association 

• Benefits video 

• Complete training manual 

• Step-by-step strategies, 
techniques, scripts and · 
outlines 

• Benefits-based activities 

• Research, quotations& . 
case studies 

• Promotional ideas and 
resources 
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Individual Benefits 

• Live longer 

• Reduces risk of stress related 
disease 

• Increases s;elf esteem and self 
reliance 

• Feeling of safety and security 

• Sense of social belonging 

• Eliminates boredom and 
loneliness 

' 

• Creates balance between work 
and play 

©1996 National Recreation and Park Association 
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Commun 
• Reduces crime and 

delinquency 

• Connects families 

• Enhances ethnic and 
cultural und~rstanding, 
harmony and tolerance 

• Provides outlets for 
conflict resolution 

• Supports youth 

• Offers lifelines for elderly 

©1996 National Recreation and Park Association 
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\ EConomic Benefits 

I \ I 

• ncreases tourism 

• Enhan~es land and 
property value · 

• Busine1ps retention 

• RevenllJe generator 

• Self su~porting 
programs 

• Reduces vandalism a·nd 
' 

I 

crime 

©1996 National RJcreation and Park Association 
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1Creating Connections" 
Workshop .. 
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Alpha Benefits 

Goal: 

Time: 

No. of People: 

Materials: 

Good Application: 

Directions: 

Helpful Hints: 

To enable people to develop their own list of benefits 

10-20 minutes depending upon number of groups 
/ 

3-5 people in a group; as many groups as necessary 

One piece of paper and pencil for each group 

Virtually any group (adults and children, pros and nonpros) 

Ask the group to letter the alphabet vertically down the sheet of 
paper. For example, 

A 

B 

C 

D 

z 

As a group ask them to brainstorm an entire list of benefits of 
parks, recreation, and leisure that start with each letter of the 
alphabet. 

For example, A is for adrenaline rush 
B is for beautification 
C is for creativity 

Remind them they aren't listing recreation activities such as 
archery, boating, or candle making, but rather benefits. 

Separate groups somewhat so·they don't overhear other 
responses. Consider. using a scoring procedures such as: 

25 points-benefit for letter of alphabet that no other could come 
up with, i.e., X or Z 

15 points-different benefit for a letter than that of other group, i.e., 
C is for creativity and C is for chaos reducer 

10 points-for each benefit/alphabet combination 
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How Does Your Garden Grow? 

Goal: To enable people to create their own awareness and 
understanding of benefits 

Time: Varies greatly; can be used as a rhetorical question in a talk giving 
people a few seconds to ponder or as a separate exercise with a 

· group 

No. of People: Completed individually and then shared with a group of 2-3 others 

Materials: Pencil and paper (optional) 

Good Application: Virtually any group (adults and children, pros and nonpros) and 
varying amounts of time 

Directions: Ask people to recall (to themselves) a favorite recreational activity 
that they often pursue or perhaps an activity or experience from 
this past weekend. After they have identified it, ask them what 
they personally got out of the activity. Solicit some responses and 
then ask them to dig deeper and identify other benefits such as 
social, environmental, and economic benefits of their participation. 

Helpful Hints: It really helps to start off by giving your own personal example as a 
way to stimulate their thinking. 

For example, How Does Your Garden Grow. If a person lists 
gardening as a favorite or recent recreation activity, they may 
respond that sense of accomplishment, some exercise, and stress 
release were the benefits they personally derived from tliis activity. 

When pressed to identify additional benefits, you need to help by 
reminding them that since gardening helped them to relax and 
unwind that perhaps this was a benefit to others ( social) such as 
spouse, children, co-workers, etc. The neighbors might feel 
better about themselves and your_ neighborhood because your 
garden improves or contributes to the appearance. 

How did you contribute to the economy? Have them make a list of 
supplies and equipment even clothing they purchased to 
participate in this activity Create your own list based upon the 
group. How does your golf game add up? or How does your 
soccer league score? 
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Rand McTally 

Goal: To enable people to create a list of their own quality of life benefits 

Time: 10-20 minutes depending upon group size 

No. of People: Any size 

Materials: Chalkboard or easel and flipchart with chalk or markers 

Good Application: Particularly good with a community group not specifically affiliated 
with parks and recreation such as chamber of commerce, service 
clubs, etc. 

Directions: Remind the group that every year a list of the most desirable 
places to live in the United States is announced. Cities are 
selected to be so designated based upon how high they rank on 
a list of desirable characteristics or attributes. Rand Ask the group 
to brainstorm a list of the qualities and characteristics that they 
believe to make a place the most desirable for living or relocating. 
When the final list is complete, ask them to place a big "X" next to 
those factors that relate to parks, recreation, or open space. 

Helpful Hints: You might just want to prime the pump by giving them some 
examples, i.e., proximity to museums, clean air, number of movie 
theaters, etc. You can alter the exercise based upon the specific 
group you're targeting. 
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Kickball "Hide"lights 

Goal: To help people understand the values and benefits within simple 
activities that we often just take for granted so they can identify the 
hidden highlights of these activities 

Time: 15-30 minutes 

No. of People: Small groups of 3-5; multiple groups just fine 

Materials: Paper and pencil 

Good Application: Great for all ages and groups 

Directions: Ask the group to recall the last time or the many times they played 
kickball. Ask them to describe who was there and when they 
usually played, etc. Ask them to brainstorm all the things they 
learned to do by participation in this seemingly simple activity. 

Helpful Hints: Get them started by reminding them of a few simple things such 
as learning to understand rules, cooperating with others, 
developing strategies, eye-foot coordination, etc. Don't just 
stop with kickball; there are hidden highlights in all the simple 
games of childhood. 

59 

Return to Table of Contents



I_ 

Putting the Pieces Togeth~r 

Action Agenda 

Thanks for participating in this workshop on the benefits of parks and recreation. It is so 
important to our future. 

Take a few minutes here at the end of this workshop to decide upon specific actions you will take 
to spread the benefits message. These actions may relate either to an internal or external 
approach or both. 

Helpful Hints: Be as specific as possible (i.e., will contact the Rotary about 
making a presentation). 

Give yourself a timetable ( develop a list of facts for my talk by next 

Wednesday). 

Set reasonable expectations. It's better to select and accomplish 
a few things rather than take on too much. 
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Putting the Pieces Together 

FAXBACK to 703-671-6772 

This manual and these resources represent the Beginning, NOT the final product. Please help 
complete the puzzle by forwarding to NAPA any of the following: 

• Facts/Statistics • Good Titles for Talks 

• Case Studies from Your Agency • Activities 

• Quotes • Anything that helps with the project 

Your Name: ___________________________ _ 

Agency: ____________________________ _ 

Address: ___________________________ _ 

Contact Phone No.-------------------------

Information/Ideas-Benefits-Based Parks and Recreation: 
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Why This Booklet 
Congratulations! You are now a member of a 
Park & Recreation Board. There are almost 
30,000 of us in the U.S. and 35% of us are 
female. And, most of us were told the position 
would not take any time - that's the first iie 
we were told. 

The Educators tell us that we are assuming a 
civic responsibility, as part of a group, to pro­
vide Park & Recreation services to the 
residents. Sounds reasonable, doesn't it? 

We all want to succeed. If someone would only 
tell us - in words we can understand - just 
what we are supposed to co. 

This Booklet is written by a Park & Recreation 
Board Member who for more than 30 years has 
been one of those responsible for providing 
Park & Recreation services in his community. 
He is trying to share his experiences (good & 
bad) with you. 

But My Community is Differnnt - of course -
they all are. However, the problems and solu­
tions are the same everywhere and we are 
trying to save you time and energy. Energy that 
you surely will need if you are going to do the 
job right. 

.~ . ' 

I / .__ . ........ 

' 
\ 
' 
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The Chosen One 
At first this is an ego trip. They picked the 

right person. You can feel proud, for your . 
qualifications were the best of all. 

No matter how 
you got appointed, 
whether you are the 
Mayor's next door 
neighbor, his fund 
raiser, his best vote 
getter, related to a 
councilman, 
selected from blue 
ribbon committee 
list, the President of 
the soccer program, 
or the one who led the protest (about anything) 
it makes little difference. We all came here 
from somewhere. 

You have met the requirements better than 
anyone else. There are only 3. The first, be a 
legal voter; the second, be a resident of the 
community; and the third and most important 
- get the appointment. 

You need no "professional" qualifications to 
be a member of your local board. You do not 
need a Master's Degree in Horticulture, you do 
not need to know the rules for volleyball, and 
you do not need to know the difference between 
a bush and a shrub. 

The Shaky Halo 
When the thrill of being appointed wears off 

after a few days, then everyone who has ever 
been appointed starts wondering if they can 
hand_le the assignment. 

If it makes you feel any better, all board 
members felt the same way back when they 
started, but they lived through it and so will 
you. 

You are one of seven. You cannot make a 
decision alone - you need 3 others to agree 
with you - before something happens. 

You are part of a team and it takes a while 
getting used to this. 
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The Name 
The original name was PARKS. This brings 

back memories of trees, grass, picnics, band 
concerts, sunburns, mosquitoes, and al I the 
other items involved in youth while enjoying a 
day in a big open space owned by everyone, 
and called a PARK. 

The beginning of community recreation acti­
vity came on the playgrounds. Steel monsters 
allowed you to go back and forth, up and 
down, and slide down from top to bottom . 
Then people got brave and started sports 
leagues for children and we had a new 
municipal agency . This was named the 
Playground and/or Recreation Commission. It 
was separate from Parks and conversations 
were held at arm's length between the leaf 
rakers and ball bouncers. 

Quickly however they were combined for 
efficiency and today both services are pro­
vided by the same Park Rec agency. A few 
communities in the northeastern and north­
western part of the U.S. still have separate 
departments. 

Types of Park Rec Boards 
Park Rec services are provided by a Board, a 

Commission, an Authority, or a Department. 
The names make sense to the iegal and ad­
ministrative people who set them up and 
manage them. The residents are confused by 
them. 

We have been told for years that there are 2 
basic types: 

1. A Pol icy Board has the authority to make 
the rules, decide what is to be done, 
employ the people, in most cases allocate 
the money, and the primary responsibility 
to provide Park Rec services to the 
residents. 

2. An Advisory Board gives advice and 
counsel to the people employed by others 
to do the work. The advice and counsel 
can be taken or ignored depending upon 
the personalities involved. 

Do not expect to find logic in the organi­
zation of Park Rec government at the local or 
county level in the U.S.A. It does not exist. 
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How Big is a Park Rec Board? 
Park Rec Boards vary greatly in size. There 

are as few members as 3 in the northeast to 30 
in county systems in the midwest. 

How Long are Park Rec Terms? 
These run from 1 year to 6 years. You may 

get a full term or get appointed to a partial 
term. 

Re-Appointment or Re-Election 
All CBMs know their term of office whether 

appointed or elected. You know the date when 
you must vacate your seat. Like Cinderella. 
you either must leave quietly or obtain another 
appointment or win another election. 

Should you try again???? This is a personal 
decision, ONLY you can make it. 

R·emember if you state early that you are 
not going to be a candidate again , the other 
CBMs consider you a " lame duck" at once and 
your effectiveness drops quickly. 

Who Gets Paid What? 
You do not. The great majority of Park Rec 

CB Ms do not receive compensation for ser,ing 
their community, just like 
School Board members or ~1·' .. 
Library Trustees. It is no <'~.-.4~·w 
different than the church or ~t! · 
social agency boards you may · 
have served on before. 

A small minority in some _ 
states are paid some insignifi· 
cant token amount set 50 years 
ago that does not cover the gas 
to go to the meetings. This runs 
from $10 per meeting to $100 a 
month in a wealthy western state. 

Practically all agencies pay Board members' 
expenses to attend regional, state, or national 
meetings. And, the decision as to who goes 
where, and when, is decided among the board 
members - with much conversation and 
sometimes emotion. 
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memos in the last 5 years. This material is sent 
to your house in a Park Rec truck and unloaded 
in your front hall. 

If you are a normal new CBM, you figure 
ways to avoid reading all that stuff as it does 
not make any sense to you anyhow. 

Basic Material for Meeting 
Request agenda and all supporting papers 

from your administrator 48 hours minimum 
before the formal meeting. So you can read the 
material, in a relaxed environment, at home, 
and be properly prepared to discuss the items 
at the meeting - in an intelligent manner. 

Many years ago, when we first started to go 
to Park and Rec meetings, we told our adminis­
trator of the 48 hour rule. We stated if we did 
not have the material 48 hours in advance we 
would not come to the meeting; and the second 
time it happened we would issue a press 
release. 

So we have enjoyed 30 years of advance in­
formation - and the residents have benefited 
al I those years. 

It's A Job - Requires Work 
Before every meeting you get 

a package of papers telling you 
about what's on the agenda -
facts of issues, staff thinking, 
etc. You cannot function unless 
you read and absorb 
this material BEFORE 
you go to the meeting. 

If at 6:58 pm you 
arrive for the 7:00 pm 
meeting, sit down 
and open your 

---~ 

sealed envelope ·· · - ­
for the first time and quickly glance through 
the 'stuff', how well are you representing your 
residents? You should think up an excuse for 
resigning and spend your time where you enjoy 
what you would be doing. 

You Need to Know Quickly 
At, or before, that first meeting, you should 

determine how much, if any, personal liability 
insurance coverage the CBMs have. You are 
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Length of Boa,rd Meetings 
Board meetings are where we approve the 

minutes and waste the hours. This is the 
American way. The 
longer the meeting, the 
less gets done. 

Any board meeting 
lasting more than 2 
hours is a waste of 
the time of those 
attending. Get the 
garbage off the 
agenda. Don't i 
chatter about 
details. Speak up 
on the issues - but only once. Restating your 
case weakens your position each time you 
speak. 

Ruthlessly insist upon organized, well run 
meetings so the time of every board member 
will be saved. You will be surprised at how fast 
you will get unanimous support. 

Stick to Agenda or Why Have One 
If you want to get home by midnight you 

must stick to the agenda. Most gavel holders 
are shy about interrupting other CBMs, but if 
Board conversation wanders all over the field 
it's a long night. Item 7 is the Country Western 
Dance Classes and that's all we talk about 
until we dispose of this item. When you ask for 
the floor your subject should be the Dance 
Classes, NOT anything that comes to your 
mind. 

Exaggeration in Speech 
Some people use this for emphasis. Do not 

be one of them. Your remarks quickly get dis­
counted heavily by the other CBMs. 

"A lot of people have been calling me." Now 
all the others get some calls, not many, and 
neither do you. When a CBM says lots of 
people have been calling me, the other CBMs 
say to each other, "I wonder who called?" 

The same goes for "many people stopping 
me on the street," means one person. 

It is better to state that Susie Smith called 
me about the boys' soccer program and I said 
that I would bring her concern before the 
Board at the next meeting. 

(Be sure you call Susie back after the 
meeting.) 15 
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Watch the chair carefully. 
You may get the gavel next. Who me? Yes, you. 
Stranger things have happened. Elections are 
political and you may get the 4 votes next time 
for all kinds of reasons you have yet to discover. 

Gavel holders lose their freedom as a 
member, but not their vote. They are continually 
looking for common ground and trying to get 4 
people to agree on something - ANYTHING. 

They try to keep the other members from 
talking themselves into a corner. If the gavel 
holder is not careful, the vote ends up 
1-1-1-1-1-1-1 - and midnight comes fast. 

Do Not Be One of the 
Chairman's Problems 

The Chairman's problems are the other 
CBMs, especially the following 'four horsemen 
of doom.' 

1. The Motion Maker 

Who believes that the longer the motion, 
the more effective. This CBM couid never 
repeat the motion verbatim because they 
do not remember where they started. 
Suggest to him he read the 10 Command­
ments for an example of clarity and 
brevity. 

2. The Compulsive Talker 
Who believes in talking first on each item 
while he gathers his thoughts. He thinks 
out loud. He works on the theory then 
makes his decision while he talks and the 
others are not able to oppose him - at 
least initially. 

3. The I Hate to Make a Decision CBM 
Who nibbles around the edges of deci­
sions, ignoring the facts involved, worry­
ing about making someone unhappy and 
not really wanting to .take a position on 
ANY issue. He has never understood that 
nothing happens until somebody makes 
a decision. He has voted PRESENT at 
least once in the last 87 meetings. 
Solution? Resign. Then he will not have 
to make any Park Rec decisions. 
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The Newly Elected Board Member 
Most candidates for elected office, unless 

they have a burning local issue, have the stan­
dard American candidate's platform. 

DO MORE ... AND 
SPEND LESS ... both at 
the same time. 

You get enthusiastic­
print up flyers - buy 
ads - make speeches 
- say a lot of things to 
everyone and do not 
think too carefully in 
the emotion of a 
campaign. 

You read your material 
carefully, your opponents do also. But, you 
won so what! The people who read what you 
wrote and said more carefully than you or your 
opponents were the incumbent CBMs whom 
you will now join as a member of a team with 
14% of the action. 

They frequently read into your words 
something other than what you meant and 
they can find upside down periods in your 
campaign statements. 

They cannot normally answer you. They 
have the present responsibility for Park Rec. 
But, tension points can be created that unfor­
tunately you are not aware of .. 

Now you, in complete innocence, arrive at 
your first meeting and wonder why one or more 
seem like cold fish. You better take it easy in 
the beginning until they get to know you better. 
After all, they have the other 6 votes and you 
need 3 of them to get anything done during 
.your term. 

For those of you who were appointed vs 
elected, the message is still true. Other board 
members will remember the comments you 
made before being appointed. 
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Crusaders Bite - You 
We all have a habit of classifying people 

who do not agree with us as nuts and fruits or 
some other uncomplimentary term. 

Residents do not 
get involved unless 
they feel wronged. 
Facts have nothing to 
do with this; it is all 
emotional. 

When people com­
plain, treat them as 
you would wish to be 
treated. Or, you will 
create crusaders. They 
are the opponents for 
Park Rec when the next appointment vacancy 
comes up. 

The proverbial little old lady in tennis shoes 
will have you in court before you know it, not to 
mention page 1 of your local newspaper. 

In almost every unpleasant issue of this 
type ... it goes back to one of the CB Ms making 
a comment that compounded the situation. 
And, the yelling and screaming gets started. 

Take the part of the crusader. Promise to get 
the facts. Guarantee their treatment. Promise 
that they will be notified before any action is 
taken. 

Convert crusaders to Park Rec boosters with 
concern for their point of view. 

Xerox Meetings 
When every meeting is just like the last one: 

we approved the minutes, the payroll, the bills, 
read the correspondence, listened to a couple 
,of interested citizens, rubber stamped a couple 
of staff program proposals and gave out acer­
tificate of appreciation, you are in a "rut. You 
are custodians of a Park Rec organization 
going downhill. 

What is being done to develop new 
facilities? Programs? Anything to perk up and 
excite the residents? You don't need money, 
you need enthusiasm and ideas. 

Recognize when you are attending xerox 
meetings. 

22 

Return to Table of Contents



Your Park Rec Annual Allowance 
Quickly, you will be in­

troduced to the all American 
sport called BUDGET and 
most of the time it is 

~]L 

the excuse given any time '11 ·\· 

you propose something. , r $. -r. 
~l 'j, 

When the budget is pre- - , 
pared, BE INVOLVED. . ·-
This is Park Ree's ~ . ··· 1.1 
allowance for the ·-l~~o/ 
next 12 months. ~ 

There is never enough money to do all the 
things Park Rec wants to do. 

Budget Preparation 
Budgets are usually prepared by Adminis­

trators as they have the records and files. They 
use a step process, checking frequently with 
the Board, so they can determine the Board's 
wishes for the coming year. 

When you receive the first draft of the 
budget determine what is included and what is 
not. Have the ADM explain the budget to you 
and be sure you understand what is in the first 
draft. 

In Board discussions, do your job. Fill your 
role. Dig. Probe. Question ever;thing. 

Do not accept the "same as last year" 
answer. Why is it the same? Why do we do it? 
Can we do it better another way? !s the invest­
ment successful? You get the idea. 

Don't be afraid to make changes. CBMs who 
do not like to do this because the budget 
would have to be retyped are "chickening out." 
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Stop Talking About Money 
This is a trap we continually fall into without 

thinking. 

"Park Rec does not have enough money" 
falls on deaf ears of a higher authority trying to 
put 10 pounds of programs in a 5 pound bag, or 
to residents who have trouble enough making 
all their monthly payments and buying 
groceries. 

We use money as it is a verbal short cut. It 
saves us time to say we are $100 or $100,000 
short of what we need. 

The trap is that we forget everyone is an 
expert on money. We all learned the decimal 
system in school, are aware of what money is, 
and feel confident about being an expert in a 
conversation about it. 

Park Rec seems to lose when we talk 
money. So, what do we do? 

Easy, talk benefits to the residents. This per· 
sonalizes the conversation. The Board has cut 
out the grade school soccer program for boys 
and girls due to lack of funds. What happens? 
The soccer parents unite with an issue and 
head for the mayor and council to state their 
case. 

These groups are normally most effective. 

When residents gather together and protest, 
elected or appointed officials get uncomfortable. 
When delegations of residents appear at 
meetings, usually something positive (for the 
residents objecting) comes out of the effort. 

Fees and Charges 
These started with expensive facilities like 

golf courses and swimming pools years ago 
and were accepted by 
the public. 

In recent years 
budgets have not kept 
pace with inflation, so , .°"' !!!.I 
most Park Rec agen- \" ·,~ . 
cies have heavily ·rt 

increased Fees and 
Charges. Many places 
have Fees and Charges 
as more than 50% of 
their budget. It's a method of keeping the same 
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He or she executes the Policy set by the 
Board at monthly meetings. The ADM sits at 
the foot of the table and does not have 14% of 
the action. 

He or she works with or for a group of 7 
people and can count (quicker than the Board 
can) and will do what the majority wants. 

Tell the Administrator 
What You Think 

The Administrator wants to please the CBM, 
this is his/her job. He or 
she is prepared to do it 
daily. 

The ADM cannot do it 
unless you tell him what 
you want. He or she is 
not paid to read minds. If 
you tell the other CBMs, 
the public, the media, 
you are compounding 
the problem. 

Tell the administrator your likes and 
dislikes, what you think, what you think the 
public thinks. They want to know. You are not 
doing your job unless you talk to the 
administrator. 

Policy vs Administration 
If you are a policy board, this one is 

something you hear frequently about from 
young staff and a lot of conversation is wasted 
here. 

The board sets the poli_cy, the staff ad­
ministers the policy. 

The easy way to remember; the board 
decides what to do and the staff decides how 
to do it. 

You decide to have a high school girls' soft­
ball program, that is policy. That is all you have 
to do. The staff finds the space, pub I icizes the 
program, registers the players, selects the 
volunteer coaches and umpires. deterrnrr.ies 
the games to be played, etc. Thar fs tfrefr fob; 
let them do what you are paying them to do. 
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Administrator Taking Another Job? 
This is normal; everyone tries to better 

themselves. 

Talk to the ADM. Why 
is he or she leaving? Is 
it for personal growth? 
Or, is it something 
wrong in your town? 
The Board perhaps. 
Find out. 

If he or she has 
another job, normally 
you will get straight 
answers and you can 
identify the problem so 
the next administrator 
can have a better 
chance of succeeding. 

Have him or her write a new job description 
of his position. He or she knows the job. He or 
she has been doing it satisfactorily, as he or 
she left voluntarily. 

Also have the ADM write a description of the 
community and the Park Rec agency, he or she 
knows what to include for applicants. 

Ask him or her for names that should be in­
vited to apply for the position. 

And, get his or her recommendation as to 
who should be in temporary charge until a new 
person is on board . 

How to Fire Your Administrator 
Don't! You normally lose. 

If they are caught with their hand in the cash 
register or other illegal acts you have no 
choice. But, this happens rarely. 

What happens frequently is that com­
munication breaks down for one reason or 
another and CBMs start saying among 
themselves 'we gotta' get rid of this one. 

What happens? You have an emotional 
issue, the media is involved, tempers flare and 
it is unpleasant. 

But so you fire them, then what? Now you 
don't have anyone and the second part of the 
problem is you must find a replacement. This 
takes time and the agency stands still at best. 
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Residents' View of Park Rec 
Most residents take community government 

for granted. They complain about taxes. 
demand more services each 
year, expect instant service /1 
from everyone and never go to // 
any government meetings. (t _ 

Park Rec is pleasant, fun, ~ I 
and interesting. This is where L {,! /; 
th~ residents play, relax and I< 
enJoy. \ ")) 

Park Rec does not chase '-l /l 
burglars, put out fires, 
dig up streets, make you 6 
buy a permit to fix your 
garage, or plow your 
driveway back in when 
snow arrives. 

It is easy to have comm unity support for 
Park Rec for we have so few negatives in com­
munity life. 

CBMs can develop community pride in Park 
Rec. Remember, everybody likes a winner and 
the residents will brag about what they have. if 
you give them the opportunity. 

Build Park Rec Identity 
Everything, animal, vegetable, mineral, should 

be marked with a logo, symbol, or name of the 
Park Rec agency. 

A Park Rec agency is 
many things to the 
residents and few know 
all of the parks and 

- programs. 
Park Rec is all over town. 

in many different locations, 
so you should tie it together 
with identification. 

Doesn't the administrator 
do this? Of course, once you 
set a policy on building ,.c=~~ ~-...... 

community support. 

But, as the representative 
of the residents you know 
they want to brag so give 
them the opportunity. Bragging is a form of 
recreation for many, so give them the chance. 
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OBTAIN SPECIFIC INFORMATION. 

It I tell the administrator that one of his staff 
told a girl in the Memorial Park (200 acres) that 
she couldn't do something, etc. some time last 
week, it is not going to be easy to get an 
answer for the caller. 

If I say to the Administrator that a girl on a 
bike was stopped about 3:00 pm near the 
children's playground Tuesday by a girl in a 
Park Rec tee-shirt with a whistle around her 
neck and carrying a clipboard and a name tag 
that said JULIE, I get an answer back FAST. 

Remember, you are only hearing one side of 
the story in any phone call. 

Your State Park Rec Association 
All 50 states have a State organization. This 

is composed of primarily administrators and 
staff. And together they accomplish much in 
training, education, and communication. 

Some have a CBM branch composed of 
people like yourself who have taken some time 
to learn about Park Rec. 

In addition to State meetings, some hold 
area meetings. Your administrator can give 
you information about these. 

The National Recreation & Park 
Association (N RP A) 

This organization, located in Washington, 
D.C., is composed of all those involved in Park 
Rec. 

NAPA has an Annual Congress every fall 
and it is well worth attending for CBMs. We 
recommend it. 

One of the branches of NRPA is the Citizen­
Board Member Branch composed of CBMs 
from the 50 states. They have special training 
sessions each year at the conference that help 
every CBM do a better job in his or her own 
community. 

Every Park Rec Board should be an "agency" 
member of NAPA. The publications alone are 
worth many times the dues. 

Again your administrator can get you infor­
mation on NRPA. If he can't, you shouldn't 
have hired him/her in the first place. 
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The Merry-go-Round Stops 
Eventually that fateful day will arrive. The 

day you have to get out of the chair and let 
your successor sit down. 

How you feel at that 
time depends on what 
you have accomplished 
during your term. 

Like most, you walk 
away with pride and 
satisfaction that you 
did the best job you 
knew how to do for 
your community. 

They will rarely thank you in any formal or 
informal way as residents assume that 
municipal government goes on and on. 

You have been exposed to local government 
and know what you have accomplished and 
you smile inwardly: as no one can take that 
experience away from you, ever. 
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