
    
 
 
 
 
 
Committee Members:  
McGregor, Ted – Chairperson  
Traver, Susan 
Kelley, Ross 
Selinger, Samuel (Absent/Excused) 
 
 

Parks Staff: 
Leroy Eadie 
Garrett Jones 
Jason Conley 
Jeff Bailey 
Berry Ellison 
Jon Moog 
Fianna Dickson 

Guests: 
Hal McGlathery 
Al French 
Steve Corker 
Bob Bennie 
Dean Moorehouse 
Ben Cabildo 
Ron Rector 
Steve McNutt 

 
 
 
 
Summary 

 
 

• Former Riverfront Park Director Hal McGlathery requested the committee reconsider the direction of 
the 2014 Riverfront Park Master Plan with respect to the future of the IMAX. Additional public 
comments were presented in support of Mr. McGlathery’s request and a different opinion was 
presented suggesting a more passive design for the park. 

 
• The first draft of the 2017 Riverfront Park budget was presented to the committee. 

 
• The committee approved a recommendation to the Park Board to contract with Berger Partnership to 

take the wheels/skate park to 30% concept design, not to exceed $30,000. 
 

• The committee approved a recommendation to the Park Board to approve the Memorandum of 
Understanding with the City of Spokane for the Wastewater Transmission Line Improvement, including 
the reimbursement by Utilities to the Park Bond in the amount up to $150,000. 
 

• The committee approved a recommendation to the Park Board to approve a park-wide Special 
Inspection Contract with STRATA Engineering, not to exceed $200,000 over the 4-year agreement. 

 
• The committee approved a recommendation to the Park Board to approve a park-wide Geotechnical 

Engineering Contract with GeoEngineers, not to exceed $705,600. 
 
 
 
The next regularly scheduled Riverfront Park Committee meeting will be at 8:05 a.m. Aug. 8, 2016, City Hall 
Council Briefing Center, City Hall lower level. 
 
 
  

CITY OF SPOKANE PARK BOARD 
RIVERFRONT PARK COMMITTEE 

MEETING OF MONDAY, JULY 11, 2016, 8:05 AM  
City Council Briefing Center, LL, City Hall 

Jon Moog – Director, Riverfront Park 
 



Minutes 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:05 a.m. by Riverfront Park Committee Chair Ted McGregor. 
 
 
Information Items: 

1. Public Comment – Hall McGlathery requested the committee reconsider the plans for the 
IMAX as outlined in the 2014 Riverfront Park Master Plan. The master plan articulates the 
IMAX will not be part of the redevelopment project. Mr. McGlathery presented a report 
supporting conversion to a digital projection system and to relocate the existing Pavilion rides 
to the North Bank of the park. Mr. McGlathery suggested this direction will achieve the 
following: 1) preserve the balance of attractions; 2) preserve public safety in the park; 3) 
generate at least $200,000 annual net income from city-owned assets (IMAX and rides); and 
4) retain 35 jobs. Additional supporting comments were made by the following citizens: Al 
French, Steve Corker, Dean Moorehouse, Ben Cabildo and Ron Rector. Steve McNutt 
suggested Riverfront Park be de-enterprised, which would result in reduced operating 
expenses  and would provide a more passive place for citizens to enjoy. Ted McGregor 
committed to further review the options and to address the reconsideration of the master 
plan. 
 

2. Initial 2017 Riverfront Park budget review – Jeff Bailey presented first draft of the 2017 
budget. The budget projection reflects expenditures of $3,149,522 for 2017 in comparison to 
$3,242,577 in 2016. The anticipated 2017 revenue is $2,748,300 as compared to the 
$3,225,600 for 2016. The reduction in revenue is attributed to the temporary closures of 
parking and attractions during the park’s redevelopment construction Mr. Bailey requested 
the ability to use a $300,000 revenue stabilization fund to offset this reduction in revenue. 
The utilization of stabilization funds, is expected to yield a net change of -$177,300 for 2017. 

 
Action Items: 

1. Wheels Park 30% design – Garrett Jones presented a recommendation to proceed the wheels/skate 
park to 30% design. Mr. Jones presented a wheels/skate facility proposal provided by Berger Partnership 
which outlines the design services for a skate park of approximately 8,500-square-foot facility at Riverfront 
Park. Mr. Jones also provided information on comparable wheels parks located throughout the United 
States. Jason Conley provided a recap on a site visit conducted by Grindline Concrete Skatepark Design 
and Construction in May of 2015 when the firm reviewed three perspective sites within Spokane and 
conducted a public outreach event. 
 
Motion #1: Susan Traver moved to recommend to the Park Board to enter into contract with Berger 
Partnership to develop concept design up to 30%, not to exceed $30,000, to include layout and grading for a 
wheels/skate park facility at Riverfront Park. 
 
Ross Kelley seconded. 
Motion carried with unanimous consent. 
 
 
2. Wastewater Transmission Line Improvement MOU – Berry Ellison reviewed a proposed Memorandum 
of Understanding which involves an inter-departmental agreement between Utilities, and Parks and 
Recreation specifying Utilities will be financially responsible for all costs, including design, construction and 
construction management, for the replacement of an existing water transmission line in the Howard Street 
South Channel Bridge alignment. Utilities has agreed to reimburse the Park Bond up to $150,000; however, 
the anticipated cost is projected at $103,057.50, including design and contingencies. 
 

Motion #2: Ross Kelley moved to recommend to the Park Board to approve the Memorandum of 
Understanding with the City of Spokane for the Wastewater Transmission Line Improvement, including the 
reimbursement by Utilities to the Park Bond in the amount up to $150,000. 



Susan Traver seconded. 
Motion carried with unanimous consent. 

3. Special Inspection Contract with STRATA Engineering – Berry Ellison presented a report on a 
proposed contract with STRATA Engineering to perform special inspection and testing services on a park-
wide basis. The scope of work includes compaction, soil and aggregate testing, reinforced steel placement, 
concrete testing, structural concrete, and steel observation and testing. Mr. Ellison also reported the park-
wide comprehensive fee for the project is estimated at $200,000. Each project will be negotiated separately 
as designs are developed The initial cost is expected to be $84,120 for the Recreation Rink and Howard 
Street South Channel Bridge.

Motion #3: Susan Traver moved to recommend to the Park Board to approve the park-wide Special 
Inspection Contract with STRATA Engineering as presented, not to exceed $200,000, over the 4-year 
agreement. 

Ted McGregor seconded. 
Motion carried with unanimous consent. 

4. Park-wide Geotechnical Engineering Contract with GeoEngineers – Berry Ellison reviewed the 
proposed contract to provide geotechnical engineering, and environmental testing and analysis services on 
a park-wide basis. Mr. Ellison explained the scope of work includes on-site monitoring, testing, analyzing, 
cataloging soil and water, core drilling, and engineering recommendations. The park-wide comprehensive 
fee for the project is estimated at $705,600. Mr. Ellison added, each project will be negotiated separately as 
designs are developed. The 2016 fee is projected at $117,900 for the Recreation Rink and Howard Street 
South Channel Bridge. Staff was requested to provide clarification and details on the scope of work by 
STRATA and GeoEngineers to be certain there is not a duplication of services by the two firms. These 
details are to be available at the July 14 Park Board meeting.

Motion #4: Ross Kelley moved to recommend to the Park Board to approve the park-wide geotechnical 
engineering contract with GeoEngineers as presented, not to exceed $705,600. 

Susan Traver seconded. 
Motion carried with unanimous consent. 

5. Maintenance and Operations building study – Berry Ellison reported the study is still in draft form and 
will come before the Riverfront Park Committee as an action item once the study is finalized.

Discussion Items: 
1. Collins Group – Ted McGregor provided a brief overview of the Collins Group Fund Drive Feasibility

Study findings which were presented at the June 9 Park Board Study Session. Mr. McGregor
recommended forming a Fund Drive Ad Hoc Committee with the group’s first task to explore the next
steps in the fund drive process.

2. South Bank food service venue – This discussion will be deferred to the Aug. 8 Riverfront Park
Committee meeting.

Standing Report Items:  
1. June Financials – Jon Moog presented the June financial report.



 
The meeting was adjourned at 10 a.m. 
 
 
Next meeting will be at 8:05 a.m. Aug. 8, 2016, City Hall Council Briefing Center, City Hall lower level, 808 W. 
Spokane Falls Blvd., Spokane, Washington. 
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