
Park Board Members:  
X  Jennifer Ogden – President  
X  Bob Anderson – Vice President 
X  Garrett Jones – Secretary 
X  Nick Sumner 
     Rick Chase (Absent/excused) 
X  Greta Gilman 
X  Sally Lodato 
X  Gerry Sperling 
X  Barb Richey 
X  Lori Kinnear – City Council liaison 

Parks Staff: 
Jason Conley 
Mark Buening 
Fianna Dickson 
Nick Hamad 
Al Vorderbrueggen 
Jennifer Papich 
Jonathan Moog 
Berry Ellison 
Mark Poirier 
Amy Lindsey 
Nick Hamad 
Pamela Clarke 

Guests: 
Dan Buller 
Terri Fortner  
Kevin Brownlee 
Carol Ellis 
Connie Scott 
Diane Birginal 
Mary Mackay 
Merri Hartse  
Mr. Kirby 
Heather S.  
Mark Muelheim 
Rebecca Randell 
Marcia Milani 
Yan Densmore 
Carolyn F. 
Michael Soss 
Anwar Peace 

MINUTES 
(Click HERE  to view a video recording of the meeting.) 

1. Roll:  Pamela Clarke
See above

2. Additions or deletions to the agenda:
A. None

3. Public comments:
A. Proposed water tower on the South Hill – There were 40 citizens who called in to the 
meeting of which 13 shared their opinions and questions relating to a proposed water tower/
high systems reservoir proposed on the South Hill. Recent City Engineering site study 
presentation supports the Hamblen Park location as the preferred site based on the identified 
selection criteria. There were 11 who testified who were opposed the Hamblen Park location, 
one citizen supported installing a water tower at Hamblen Park, and one posed questions 
regarding the Hamblen Park location.

1) Carol Ellis urged Utilities to find another site as Hamblen Park should be preserved for 
park use. She reminded the board there is an established goal that every Spokane 
citizen be within two miles of a park. For Ms. Ellis, Hamblen is the only park in a two-
mile radius of her home.

2) Merri Hartse shared her concern that the presentation by City Engineering presented 
during recent public meetings reflect that the selection of Hamblen Park is a foregone 
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conclusion. She said the presentation minimizes the negative impact to the park, 
overlooks the destruction during construction and directs focus on the mitigating 
enhancements they will make following the installation of the tower. She explained this 
is conservation land and no mitigation could possibly restore this natural area to its 
current beauty. Ms. Hartse recapped a City Engineering analysis in 2018 which 
determined Napa and 32nd Avenue was the preferred location. Ms. Hartse urged the 
Park Board to exercise its independent authority and protect this small residential park. 

3) Mr. Kirby urged the Park Board not to support the use of Hamblen Park for the water
tower. The pandemic has underscored the importance of parks and open space lands
for overall mental and physical well-being. He questioned why City Engineering hasn’t
provided any explanation as to why the Napa and 32nd Avenue original site proposal is
no longer the preferred location. One of the mitigating solutions presented during a
public meeting was to provide the neighborhood crosswalks for the loss of park land. He
does not find this an acceptable answer.

4) Heather S. frequents Hamblen Park for its peace and tranquility. Its natural setting offers
a vast array of wildflowers and native vegetation like no other park in the city. She does
not support the tower in this natural area.

5) Marcia Milani endorsed the use of Hamblen Park for the water tower. She doesn’t view
Hamblen as the kind of park she is used to. She feels it’s scary in the summer because
it becomes very dry. Ms. Milani believes the tower will fit into the park’s natural
landscape.

6) Diane Birginal explained parks property is not city land that is available for someone to
develop for some other use. This park is a conservation area and should be preserved.
In 2018, City Engineers conducted a site study which determined Hamblen Park was
not the best location for a water tank. At that time, they did not want to use park land for
this use and purchased private property instead. They testified that this purchased
property at Napa and 31st Avenue was the ideal site. She believes records from this
2018 site selection process should be requested by Parks and reviewed in order to get
a full and true story.

7) Mark Muelheim opposes the use of Hamblen Park as a site for the tower. He requested
City Engineering provide quantitative data as to why the tower needs to be installed at
this time.

8) Rebecca Randell referred to the map reflecting the footprint of the water tower and
thought it appears this footprint is only for the tower. She questioned if the project will
also include associated buildings and fencing around all of the structures. She is
opposed to having the tower being installed at Hamblen Park stating this is a natural
area and open space which should be preserved for all ages.

9) Yan Densmore opposes siting the tower at Hamblen Park noting that it is critical to
preserve our park land and open space. There are other locations available for Utilities
to use. There was another location selected as a more viable location a few years back.
To select this park just because it cost less is short sighted.

10) Connie Scott explained the uniqueness of Hamblen Park as an area that has been left
natural, as opposed to the groomed parks in other areas of Spokane. Green space is
sacred space to those who require and seek natural and open spaces. This
neighborhood recently lost 25 acres of green space which was not city property. This
area will become the new Greenstone development which will bring in an additional 230
residential units. This will make the nine acres at Hamblen Park all the more valuable.
She feels it is a hollow offer to mitigate the use of Hamblen for the tower, by saying
additional dollars will be invested in other nearby parks. There are no other parks in this
neighborhood.

11) Carolyn F. opposes the siting of a tower at Hamblen Park explaining Engineering City
should be able to develop other locations for this tower. Cost should not be the driving



force on this decision. It’s imperative to protect the native trees, wildflowers and plants 
at this park for future generations. 

12) Mary Mackay asked how much blasting will need to occur if this tower is placed in
Hamblen Park since there is quite a bit of basalt in this area. Ms. Mackay also inquired
as to how deep this tower structure needs to go down. She wondered if it might make
more sense to build along 29th Avenue where there are some taller buildings and would
be closer to the high pressure areas.

13) Michael Soss expressed his concern of placing this concrete structure in the middle of
Hamblen Park.

B. Proposed changes to the Park Rules and Regulations – Spokane Human Rights
Commissioner Anwar Pease shared his thoughts relating to Spokane Municipal Code
12.06A.040 concerning proposed changes to the Park Rules and Regulations. Mr. Peace
explained several of the commissioners have a concern of the chilling effect this could have on
the freedom of speech if this new ordinance is adopted. There are also concerns about the
vulnerable population and homeless that inhabit our parks.

4. Consent agenda:
A. Administrative and Committee-level items

1) Sept. 10, 2020, regular Park Board meeting minutes
2) Claims – September 2020 ($2,071,451.04)
3) Strata contract amendment #6/Riverfront Park north bank playground ($10,000, non-

taxable)
4) LaRiviere Inc. change order #6/North bank playground ($41,533.32, tax inclusive)

Motion No. 1: Jennifer Ogden moved to approve consent agenda items #1 - #4, as presented. 

Gerry Sperling seconded.  
Motion passed unanimous consent (8-0 vote). 

5. Special discussion items:
A. 2020-2021 Parks Division budget update – Garrett Jones presented an overview of the
2020-2021 budget explaining the methodology used in developing the proposed 2021
requested Parks Division budget. Mr. Jones opened the discussion explaining how Parks has
adapted under Covid-19 in 2020, and how it plans to continue to adapt and grow into 2021.

a. Current service model – The current service model focuses on community and
employee safety, asset protection, garbage and sanitation, and baseline accounting.
This has and will continue to impact levels of other services in Parks, including:
mowing, weeding, planting of annuals, closed restrooms with portable services
offered, and postponed/canceled Recreation and Riverfront Park programming.

b. Response planning and impacts – Mr. Jones reviewed the impact of canceled
revenue- generating programs.

c. Recovery plan – This plan involves offering services/recreation opportunities in
rolling timelines which are consistent with the county. Parks is budgeting to prepare
for the reduction in general fund contributions since this reduction will be felt over
multiple years.

d. Looking forward – Safe reopening of Parks, facilities, events and outdoor
recreation activities will be the focus. Three areas of strategic savings include
adopting an unbalanced budget, continue the modified hiring freeze and continue
the core service model adopted in 2020. The proposed budget for next year
proposes a $316,640 of revenues over expenditures.



B. Proposed water tower/high pressure system on the South Hill – City Engineer Dan Buller 
presented an overview a water tower/high systems reservoir proposed on the South Hill. The 
City identified 11 sites which met the minimum site requirements. After evaluating these 
locations, based on engineering and financial aspects, the city determined Hamblen Park 
provides a location which meets all of the required specifications with the least amount of 
impact on nearby homeowners. Engineering Services has conducted three virtual public 
meetings. The department is also conducting an online survey to collect public opinion. Mr. 
Buller conveyed water tower location selection can be difficult as most citizens don’t want a 
water reservoir close to their home, but this is a growing need on the South Hill and citizens 
want their water services. The primary benefits of this tank are for adequate water during peak 
demand months of July and August, and availability of adequate water during a fire 
emergency. He explained the final footprint of the tower will be less than 1% of the total park. 
Mr. Buller explained City Engineering will keep the current online survey open for another 
week, and plans to welcome and gather additional public input. Results from this public 
outreach will be presented to the Park Board at its Nov. 12 board meeting. This action will also 
be brought before the Mayor and the City Council for consideration as a joint city resolution.

6. Financial report and budget update: – Mark Buening provided the September financial
report and budget update. The September operating expenditures for the Park Fund are less
than the historic budget average by about $5.69 million. Year-to-date revenues are less than
the budget average about $3.43 million. Revenues are exceeding expenditures approximately
$2.22 million. The September expenditures for the Golf Fund is about $399,000 less than the
budget average. Year-to-date revenues are exceeding the budget average about $255,000.
Revenues are exceeding expenditures almost $1.58 million year-to-date. Of the $68.4 million
Riverfront Park redevelopment bond budget, almost $68 million have been expended and
committed.

7. Committee reports:
Urban Forestry Tree Committee: (The Sept. 29 meeting was canceled.) Rick Chase
A. Action items: None
B. The next regularly scheduled meeting is 4:15 p.m. Nov. 3, 2020, via WebEx.

Golf Committee: Oct. 6, 2020, Gerry Sperling 
A. Action items: None
B. The next scheduled meeting is 8 a.m. Nov. 10, 2020, via WebEx.

Land Committee: Sept. 30, 2020, Greta Gilman 
A. Action items: None
B. The next scheduled meeting is 3:30 p.m. Nov. 4, 2020, via WebEx.

Recreation Committee: Sept. 30, 2020, Sally Lodato 
A. Action items: None
B. The next scheduled meeting is 5:15 p.m. Nov. 4, 2020, via WebEx.

Riverfront Park Committee: Oct. 5, 2020, Nick Sumner 
A. Action items: None
B. Urban zip line update – Jonathan Moog gave a presentation on the Urban Zip Line
proposal, outlining the concept, urban advantage, safety standards and regulations,
private/public partnership concept, and the steps and timeline that are guiding the
proposal.
C. The next scheduled meeting is 3 p.m. Nov. 9, 2020, via WebEx.



Finance Committee: Oct. 6, 2020, Bob Anderson 
A. 2021 Parks and Recreation requested budget – Mark Buening presented an overview of
the proposed 2021 requested budget. Mr. Buening explained this is a status quo proposed
budget which calls for an unbalanced budget with revenues exceeding expenditures about
$316,000.

Motion No. 2: Bob Anderson moved to approve the proposed 2021 requested budget, as 
presented.  

Gerry Sperling seconded.  
Motion passed unanimous consent (8-0 vote). 

B. The next regularly scheduled meeting is 3 p.m. Nov. 10, 2020, via WebEx.

8. Reports:
A. Park Board President:  No report was given.

B. Liaisons
1. Conservation Futures – No report was given.
2. Parks Foundation – No report was given.
3. City Council – Lori Kinnear presented the most recent draft of the Park Rules and

Regulations amendments. She encouraged the board to review these changes, and
to relay any questions or concerns they may have. The proposed ordinance is
scheduled to come before the Park Board for a vote at the Nov. 12 board meeting.

C. Director: Garrett Jones provided an update relating to a recent purchase of private
property in the Beacon Hill area through Conservation Futures. Parks recently applied for two
grants (LWCF and WWRP for RCO grant) totally $1.5 million in hopes of reimbursing the
purchase cost. Mr. Jones just received notification of the ranking results reflecting that we
ranked number 1 in both categories. Mr. Jones extended kudos to Nick Hamad and Parks
Account on outstanding work on these grant applications.

9. Executive Session:
A. None

10. Correspondence:
A. Letters/email: Proposed water tower at Hamblen Park (51 emails)

11. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 5:44 p.m.

12. Meeting Dates:
A. Next Committee meeting dates:

Urban Forestry Committee: 4:15 p.m. Nov. 3, 2020, via WebEx
Land Committee: 3:30 p.m. Nov. 4, 2020, Woodland Center, via WebEx
Recreation Committee: 5:15 p.m. Nov. 4, 2020, via WebEx
Riverfront Park Committee:  8:05 a.m. Nov. 9, 202, via WebEx
Golf Committee:  8 a.m. Nov. 10, 2020, via WebEx
Finance Committee:  3 p.m. Nov. 10, 2020, via WebEx

B. Next Park Board: 3:30 p.m. Nov. 12, 2020, via WebEx
C. Park Board Study Session: No session scheduled at this time.



Minutes approved by:  ____________________________________________ 
Garrett Jones, Director of Parks and Recreation 



Return to Minutes



Park Board Members:  
X  Jennifer Ogden – President  
X  Bob Anderson – Vice President 
    Garrett Jones – Secretary (absent/excused) 
X  Jason Conley – Acting Secretary 
X  Nick Sumner 
X  Rick Chase (Arrived: 3:42 p.m.) 
X  Greta Gilman 
X  Sally Lodato 
X  Gerry Sperling 
X  Barb Richey 
X  Lori Kinnear – City Council liaison 

Parks Staff: 
Jason Conley 
Mark Buening 
Fianna Dickson 
Nick Hamad 
Al Vorderbrueggen 
Jennifer Papich 
Angel Spell 
Jonathan Moog 
Berry Ellison 
Pamela Clarke 

Guests: 
Jamie SiJohn 
Terri Fortner 
Mabel Elsom 
Brigitte Yamamoto 
Mary Muramatsu 
Phil Larkin 
Melissa Huggins 

MINUTES 
(Click HERE  to view a video recording of the meeting.) 

1. Roll Call:  Jennifer Ogden
See above

2. Additional or deletions to the Agenda:
A. None

3. Public comment:

4. Consent agenda:
A. Administrative and committee-level items

1) Aug. 13, 2020, regular Park Board meeting minutes
2) Claims – August 2020 ($2,656,211.18)
3) LaRiviere Inc. change order #5/North bank ($20,954.01, tax inclusive)

Motion No. 1: Jennifer Ogden moved to approve consent agenda items #1 - #3, as presented. 

Barb Richey seconded.  
Motion passed with unanimous consent (8-0 vote). 

5. Special Guests:
A. Human trafficking signs in Parks – Kandace Watkins, legal assistant to Council Member
Candace Mumm, and Mabel Elson and Brigitte Yamamoto of Lutheran Community Services
Northwest, presented an overview of the human trafficking signs which are scheduled to be
installed in restrooms in Riverfront Park. The funding made possible by Lutheran Community
Services will cover the cost of six education and awareness signs in the park’s restrooms and
Council Member Mumm is currently working on securing funding for the park’s remaining 12
restroom facilities. Council Member Burke is seeking funding for an additional four different
languages signs which were suggested by Lutheran Community Services.
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Rick Chase joined the meeting at 3:42 p.m. 

6. Financial report and budget update: – Mark Buening provided the August financial report
and budget update. The August operating expenditures for the Park Fund are less than the
historic budget average by about $5.06 million. Year-to-date revenues are less than the budget
average by about $3.06 million. Revenues are exceeding expenditures approximately $2.16
million. The August operating expenditures for the Golf Fund is about $404,000 less than the
budget average. Year-to-date revenues are exceeding the budget average about $183,000.
Revenues are exceeding expenditures almost $1.48 million year-to-date. Of the Riverfront
Park redevelopment bond’s total $68.4 million budget, there is a remaining balance of
approximately $890,000.

7. Special discussion/action items:
A. None

8. Committee reports:
Urban Forestry Tree Committee: (The Sept. 1, meeting was canceled.) Rick Chase
A. Action items: None
B. The next regularly scheduled meeting is 4:15 p.m. Sept. 29, 2020.

Golf Committee: (The Sept. 8 meeting was canceled.) Gerry Sperling 
A. Action items: None
B. The next scheduled meeting is 8 a.m. Oct. 6, 2020.

Land Committee: Sept. 2, 2020, Greta Gilman 
A. High Drive Bluff trail names – Angel Spell presented an overview of the proposed names
for the High Drive and Hangman parks along the South Hill Bluff. Ms. Spell explained naming
the major soft trails in this area will support moving forward with publishing trail maps, trail
marking and trailhead signage. Designating trail names is the first step to enhancing the user
experience. Friends of the Bluff supported the public outreach effort through public meetings,
events, surveys and social media engagement to solicit potential names and refine the
recommended list. The six proposed names include: Polly Judd Trail, Ponderosa, Balsamroot,
Murungu's, Creekside and Rocket Gulch.

Motion No. 2: Greta Gilman moved to approve the High Drive Bluff trail names as presented. 

Barb Richey seconded.  
Motion passed unanimously (9-0 vote). 

B. The next scheduled meeting is 3:30 p.m. Sept. 30, 2020.

Recreation Committee: (The Sept. 2 meeting was canceled.) Sally Lodato 
A. Action items: None
B. The next scheduled meeting is 5:15 p.m. Sept. 30, 2020.

Riverfront Park Committee: Sept. 8, 2020, Nick Sumner 
A. Second bond-funded art piece at Riverfront Park – Jennifer Ogden presented an overview
of the recommendation for the second bond-funded art piece at Riverfront Park. At the April 17
Joint Arts Committee meeting, the committee agreed to recommend Saya Moriyasu’s beaver
sculpture as their first choice for the second art piece in the park. Some of the reasoning
supporting that recommendation for the Riverfront Park Committee consideration included: 1)



Parks does not have Ms. Moriyasu’s work in its collection; 2) a beaver is not currently 
represented anywhere in the parks system; 3) the beaver sculpture would be unique to 
Spokane; and 4) the playful and interactive nature of the artwork was appealing. In May, the 
Riverfront Park Committee requested further public input on the art proposals. That public 
input was gathered and compiled through mid-August. At the Sept. 3 JAC meeting, the 
committee agreed to recommend a second choice in the event the beaver sculpture was not 
approved by the Riverfront Park Committee. The Seeking Place by Sarah Thompson Moore, 
was selected as the secondary recommendation. During the Sept. 8 Riverfront Park 
Committee meeting, the motion to approve a recommendation of the beaver did not pass. A 
second motion to recommend The Seeking Place by Sarah Thompson Moore passed 
unanimously. Nick Sumner explained Jamie SiJohn of the Spokane Tribe offered valuable 
input to the committee. Her insight was greatly appreciated and provided a much needed 
perspective to the recommendation/selection process. Ms. SiJohn thanked the Park Board, 
Riverfront Park Committee and the Joint Arts Committee for working with the Spokane Tribe 
and for allowing their voice to be heard. She looks forward to this type of future collaboration. 
Ms. Ogden said she would like to see some future collaborative work with the Spokane Tribe 
and Ms. Moriyasu in looking at the possibility of having some beaver type artwork 
somewhere in the park system.  

Motion No. 3: Nick Sumner moved to approve artist Sarah Thompson Moore’s The Seeking 
Place as the second bond-funded art piece at Riverfront Park.  

Bob Anderson seconded.  
Motion passed unanimously (9-0 vote). 

B. The next scheduled meeting is 3 p.m. Oct. 5, 2020.

Finance Committee: Sept. 8, 2020, Bob Anderson 
A. No action items
B. The next regularly scheduled meeting is 3 p.m. Oct. 6, 2020.

9. Reports:
Park Board President:  Jennifer Ogden reported the Mayor is interviewing the four final
candidates which were presented by the Park Board Nomination Committee for consideration
to fill the two current vacancies on the board. Ms. Ogden explained the goal is that the final two
recommendations will be presented to the City Council for approval in the coming weeks. The
expectation is that the appointments will be made in time for the Oct. 8 Park Board meeting.

Liaisons:
1. Conservation Futures – Greta Gilman provided an update on the recent purchase of

private property through the Conservation Futures program for land in the Beacon
Hill area bordering Camp Sekani Park. Nick Hamad presented an overview of the
grants application process in efforts to receive reimbursement for the cost of the
property.

2. Parks Foundation – Gerry Sperling reported Parks and the Parks Foundation is
scheduled to meet Sept. 17. Terri Fortner of the Parks Foundation reported the
foundation is working with Providence on the virtual grand opening of the inclusive
playground. She added there are some potential donors for the dog park.

3. City Council – Lori Kinnear and Mary Muramatsu provided an overview of work
underway designed to create safer parks by updating park rules and regulations. The
proposed ordinance amendment is in the discovery phase and is being crafted to
clarify the rules around appropriate activities in City parks while alleviating the



burden of clean-up efforts from neighbors and shifting the responsibility to the event 
coordinator/appropriate party. Council Member Kinnear outlined the next steps in the 
process. Once the ordinance amendment draft has been developed, she would like 
to share it with the Park Board members for review. 

Director: Jason Conley shared his thanks to all those who volunteer their time for Parks, 
including the Park Board, Friends organizations and other partnerships. The value and 
importance of their time has been overwhelmingly evident during Covid pandemic. He reported 
that work is underway to better engage citizen volunteers through 311 and the City website. He 
thanked Mark Poirier and his staff for putting together a very successful City Golf 
Championship in August. 

10. Executive Session:
A. None

11. Correspondence:
A. Letters/email: Riverfront Park second art piece (4 emails)

12. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 4:44 p.m.

13. Meeting Dates:
A. Next Committee meeting dates:

Urban Forestry Committee: 4:15 p.m. Sept. 29, 2020
Land Committee: 3:30 p.m. Sept. 30, 2020
Recreation Committee: 5:15 p.m. Sept. 30, 2020
Riverfront Park Committee: 3 p.m. Oct. 5, 2020
Golf Committee:  8 a.m. Oct. 6, 2020
Finance Committee:  3 p.m. Oct. 6, 2020

B. Next Park Board: 3:30 p.m. Oct. 8, 2020
C. Park Board Study Session: No session scheduled at this time.

Minutes approved by:  ____________________________________________ 
Jason Conley, Acting Director of Parks and Recreation 
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CITY OF SPOKANE PARK AND RECREATION DIVISION
SEPTEMBER 2020 EXPENDITURE CLAIMS
FOR PARK BOARD APPROVAL - OCTOBER 8, 2020

PARKS & RECREATION:
SALARIES & WAGES 671,275.75$  
MAINTENANCE & OPERATIONS 653,761.38$  
CAPITAL OUTLAY (191,791.67)$   
DEBT SERVICE PAYMENTS -$   
PARK CUMULATIVE RESERVE FUND 216,639.39$  

RFP BOND 2015 IMPROVEMENTS:
CAPITAL OUTLAY 305,220.49$  

GOLF:
SALARIES & WAGES 159,016.20$  
MAINTENANCE & OPERATIONS 256,463.74$  
CAPITAL OUTLAY 865.76$   
DEBT SERVICE PAYMENTS -$   

TOTAL EXPENDITURES: 2,071,451.04$   
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1 

City Clerk's No. OPR 2016-0695 

This Contract Amendment (No. 6) is made and entered into by and between the City of 
Spokane Parks and Recreation Department as (“City”), a Washington municipal corporation, 
whose address is West 808 Spokane Falls Blvd., Spokane, Washington, 99201 and Strata - A 
Professional Services Corporation whose address is 10020 East Knox Avenue, Suite 200, 
Spokane, Washington 99206 as (“Consultant”).  Individually hereafter referenced as a “party”, 
and together as the “parties”. 

WHEREAS, the parties entered into a Contract wherein the Consultant agreed to provide 
special inspections and testing for the Year Round Recreational Rink, Skyride Facility and Howard 
Street Bridge South, for the City; and 

WHEREAS, a change or revision of the Work has been requested, thus the original 
Contract needs to be formally Amended by this written document; and 

-- NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of these terms, the parties mutually agree as 
follows: 

1. CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.
The Contract, dated August 17, 2016 and August 28, 2016, any previous amendments,
addendums and / or extensions / renewals thereto, are incorporated by reference into this
document as though written in full and shall remain in full force and effect except as provided
herein.

1. EFFECTIVE TERM.
This Contract Amendment No. 6 shall become effective on September 30, 2020, and shall run
through December 31, 2020.

2. ADDITIONAL WORK.
The Scope of Work in the original Contract is revised to include additional services for construction
material testing and special inspections for the City of Spokane.

3. COMPENSATION.
The City shall pay an additional amount not to exceed TEN THOUSAND AND 00/100 DOLLARS
($10,000.00) for everything furnished and done under this Contract Amendment.  This is the
maximum amount to be paid under this Amendment, and shall not be exceeded without the prior
written authorization of the City, memorialized with the same formality as the original Contract
and this document.

City of Spokane 

CONTRACT AMENDMENT No. 6 

Title:  STRATA FOR CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL 
TESTING AND SPECIAL INSPECTIONS 
SERVICES  



2 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, in consideration of the terms, conditions and covenants contained, or 
attached and incorporated and made a part, the parties have executed this Contract Amendment 
by having legally-binding representatives affix their signatures below. 

STRATA A PROFESSIONAL CITY OF SPOKANE 
SERVICES CORPORATION 

By_________________________________  By_________________________________ 
Signature   Date  Signature   Date 

___________________________________  ___________________________________ 
Type or Print Name  Type or Print Name 

___________________________________  ___________________________________ 
Title  Title 

Attest: Approved as to form: 

________________________________ ________________________________ 
City Clerk Assistant City Attorney 

Attachments that are part of this Agreement: 
Amended Scope of Work  

2020-09-28-1 

Paxton K. Anderson, P.E.

C.O.O.

9-29-20
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CITY OF SPOKANE 
PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT 

CHANGE ORDER NO.   06 
 

NAME OF CONTRACTOR: LaRiviere, Inc 

PROJECT TITLE:  North Bank Playground 

PROJECT NUMBER:  5188-19 
 

================================================================== 
DESCRIPTION OF CHANGE:         

 
Item 1: PCO 22 Increase PT slab size               $          9,456.24  
Item 2: PCO 33/COP 09 Stormwater changes   $         (4,797.35) 
Item 3: PCO 34 Electrical changes; add skate park lighting $         15,428.95 
Item 4: PCO 37 Rock excavation and export 7/22/20 to 8/28/20 $         14,498.75 
Item 5: COP 15 Asphalt trail revisions; add gate   $           6,946.73 
 
 
  
======================================================================= 

TOTAL AMOUNT: $  41,533.32 
 

 
 
CONTRACT SUM (INCLUDES SALES TAX) 

 

ORIGINAL CONTRACT SUM (INCLUDE ALTERNATES) $ 8,454,218.46 
NET AMOUNT OF PREVIOUS CHANGE ORDERS $    764,488.06 
CURRENT CONTRACT AMOUNT $ 9,218,706.52 
CURRENT CHANGE ORDER (INCLUDES SALES TAX) $      41,533.32 
REVISED CONTRACT SUM $ 9,260,239.84 

 
  

 
CONTRACT COMPLETION DATE 

 

ORIGINAL CONTRACT COMPLETION DATE     11/16/20 
CURRENT COMPLETION DATE     01/05/21 
REVISED COMPLETION DATE         NA 

 

Contractor’s Acceptance:   Date:     
 

City Approval:    Date:     
 

Attest:   City Clerk 
 

Pre-Approved as to form:  James Richman, Assistant City Attorney 
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Continue to Adapt and 
Grow into 2021

Garrett Jones, Director

Return to Minutes



Current Service Model

 Current service model for Parks & Recreation under COVID-19:

 Community and employee safety

 Asset protection

 Garbage/sanitation

 Baseline accounting

 Impacts to levels of service (examples), consistent with County

 Grass mowed less often

 Less weeding, planting of annuals

 Most restrooms will remain seasonally closed further into spring/summer (portable options)

 In-person Recreation and Riverfront programming postponed/cancelled

Where WE have been….
Return to Minutes



Response Planning and Impacts
 Impact of 30% of revenues, due to cancelled revenue-generating programs

 We are down 2/3 of our normal workforce for this time of year

 Normally bring on 150-200 temp/seasonal staff

 Shifting our full time staff into current service needs

 We’re doing our best to care for park properties in ways that ensure
visitor safety, garbage removal, and asset protection.

 Ongoing community outreach - policy adjustments and messaging coordinated
with County

Where WE have been….
Return to Minutes



Response Planning and Impacts
Where WE have been….

Tickets sold 2019 (Jan-Sep) 2020 (Jan-Sep)
Net 
Change

Looff Carrousel 495,870 9,666 -486,204
Numerica SkyRide 491,912 38,085 -453,827
Spider Jump 23,812 0 -23,812
Kart, Skate & Scooter Rental 30,887 0 -30,887
Total 1,042,481 47,751 -994,730

 The attractions, YTD compared to 2019, have lost almost 1 Million guests

 214 of 250 planned events at Riverfront were canceled including concerts, 3rd

party public events, children’s birthday parties, and private rentals



Response Planning and Impacts
 3,366 cancellations of programs, camps, swim lessons, sports leagues etc.

 1,161 Athletic Field Reservation Cancellations. 

 No Aquatics Season, all 6 pools closed, (188+ temp seasonal jobs not filled)

 Mid-Summer Activity Guide Online & Fall Activity Guide online with very 
limited phase 2 program offerings (printing and mailing Cost Savings of 
$25,000)

Where WE have been….



Recovery Planning
 Rolling timelines

 Building models to assess revenue impacts, ramp-up costs, and timing

 Preparing to make data-driven decisions with community safety and excellent
customer service at the forefront

 Exploring how we work with the County to provide complimentary services,
and find efficiencies to meet anticipated pent-up demand for recreation

 Preparing for reduction in general fund contributions, aiming to spread out
impact over multiple years

Where WE have been….
Return to Minutes



Silver Linings

 Awesome teamwork among Park & Recreation staff, supportive and positive,
all hands on deck (highlighted in two recent Spokesman stories)

 Collaboration across Divisions

 Coordination with the County in new ways

 A focus on innovation and resilience

 Bringing financial strength to our Division

 Park open space is one place people can safely enjoy, and we love that!

Where WE have been….
Return to Minutes



Building off of 2020 into 2021

A coordinated and safe reopening of parks, facilities, event support, community 
engagement and outdoor recreation activities.

A plan that enhances accountability while having flexibility in a changing environment.

 Make data-driven decisions with community safety and excellent  customer service 
at the forefront

 Continue to invest in our wonderful fulltime staff as we continue to work together, 
perform different duties and learn from one another

 Continue to build our great partnerships

 Preparing for reduction in general fund contributions,
aiming to spread out impact over multiple years while still providing safe park 
spaces and programs to the citizens

 No new staff increases will be considered

 No new programs will be considered

 No significant expansion of current programs will be considered

Where WE are going….



Three Areas for Strategic Savings

 Adopted unbalanced budget: 
 Unbalanced (revenues/expenditures)

 Full-time and temporary employee vacancy plan: 
 Modified hiring freeze will remain in place

 Purposefully filling positions that meet our core services and support our 
preapproved programs.

 Continue core service model:
 Our temporary staffing structure and shifting our full time staff, formulated 

to get us through this time, is meant to meet the core services, focusing on:

 Employee and citizen safety

 Asset protection

 Garbage/sanitation

 Baseline accounting/payroll

Where WE are going….



Program Revenue/Recovery Plan 
Flexibility and Control

 Continue to adapt a revenue and recovery plan that will give the Division 
data on how to roll out and phase in our programs, events and 
attractions. This will give the Division a good roadmap to the best of our 
ability to determine where our projections of revenues/expenditures will 
be at the end of the year. As phased reopening plans are developed, staff 
will coordinate with state and local public health and government officials 
for specific guidance and approval and provide a reopening plan before 
moving forward. 

Where WE are going….



Program Revenue/Recovery Plan Criteria

 Impact and Assessment:

 Define initial models and scope

 Facility and program types 

 Models are considered that ensure equity 

 Based on service needs

 Define phasing and prep time needed 

 Identify level of service and employee needs 

 Budget Analysis:

 Identify funding needs for the following:

 Initial reopening costs 

 Ongoing operating cost for defined scope and level of service (LOS) 

 Long-term planning for sustaining resources 

 Consider alternative funding sources and partnerships

 Identify and document all expense estimates for additional supplies, PPE and 
cleaning supplies 

Where WE are going….



Program Revenue/Recovery Plan Criteria
 Policies and Procedures:

 Establish policies and procedures for each program/attraction area 
that illustrate the following:

 Management/staff role and responsibilities 

 Participants role and responsibilities 

 General actions 

 Operations of facilities 

 Cleaning and sanitation 

 Training 

 Supplies

 Social distancing requirements 

 Communication:

 Notices and updates:

 Inform employees and participants on updated 
measures/requirements

 Ongoing coordination 

 Local, County, District, State, Federal agencies 

 Concessionaries

 Non-profits and partners 

 Crisis planning

 Evaluation

 Identify and collect data required to make 
informed decisions 

 Identify and monitor for triggers that indicate 
altering/end operations

Where WE are going….



Questions?
Thank you.



HIGH SYSTEM 
RESERVOIR

SEPTEMBER 2020
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PROJECT OBJECTIVES

A NEW RESERVOIR IS NEEDED IN THE HIGH 

SYSTEM PRESSURE ZONE:

• TO INCREASE SYSTEM RELIABILITY – FIRE FLOW 

& PEAK DEMAND SUPPLY DURING THE SUMMER 

• TO MEET WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT 

OF HEALTH REQUIREMENTS (WSP) 

• AFFECTS ALL CITY WATER CUSTOMERS SOUTH 

OF 14TH AVE.



CURRENT RESERVOIRS IN THE HIGH 
SYSTEM PRESSURE ZONE

33rd & Lamonte

near Sacajawea 

Garden Park at 37th Avenue near Stone Street



WATER SYSTEM BASICS

Low Pressure Zone

Water is pumped to 

successively higher 

reservoirs

Top System

High System

Intermediate

Glennaire

Southview

Pumping

Wells

Downtown

Lower South Hill

Mid South Hill

Upper South Hill

Lower 

Browne’s Mtn

Upper

Browne’s Mtn



LOCATION SELECTION CRITERIA

• VACANT LAND (MIN 1 AC, IDEALLY 2 AC) AND 

IDEALLY CITY OWNED

• CLOSE TO TRANSMISSION MAINS – WITHIN 5 

OR 6 BLOCKS

• NEAR THE CENTER OF THE PRESSURE ZONE

• ELEVATION OF APPROX. 2380’ OR HIGHER TO 

KEEP RESERVOIR HEIGHT TO 100’ OR LESS

• RELATIVELY FLAT

• MAXIMIZE DISTANCE TO ADJACENT HOMES



LOCATION SELECTION
Near center of pressure zone



LOCATION SELECTION
Near center of pressure zone

Close to transmission main



LOCATION SELECTION
Near center of pressure zone

Close to transmission main

Above about 2380

Note: land slopes downhill 

north of 29th Ave and is 

therefore too low for a tank.



LOCATION SELECTION
Near center of pressure zone

Close to transmission main

Above about 2380

Meets all three criteria



LOCATION SELECTION
• Feasible area outlined green below

• Feasible tank site must be:

• Vacant and at least 1-2 acres

• Relatively flat

• Ideally city owned

29th Ave.
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29th Ave.
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This is the feasible 

area circled green on 

the preceding exhibit
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Feasible site within 

this area needs to be:

•1-2 acres
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Hamblen Park

Our Lady

Of Fatima

31st & Napa SE Blvd

Garden Park 

Tank

Feasible site within 

this area needs to be:

•1-2 acres
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Hamblen Park
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Tank

Our Lady

Of Fatima

31st & Napa SE Blvd

Criteria to evaluate

Close to existing t-main?

Nr center of pressure zone?

At or above 2380’?

Vacant land min 1 ac?

Relatively flat?

City owned?

Distant from nearby homes?
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Our Lady

Of Fatima

Criteria Met

Close to existing t-main yes

Nr center of pressure zone yes

At or above 2380 yes 

Vacant land min 1 ac barely

Relatively flat yes

City owned no

Distant from nearby homes no

Other: tank would be large impact to this small 

area, no guarantee it could be acquired, very 

close to adjacent homes
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Criteria Met

Close to existing t-main yes

Nr center of pressure zone yes

At or above 2380 yes

Vacant land min 1 ac yes

Relatively flat no

City owned no

Distant from nearby homes no

Other: steeply sloped small property would 

result in high construction costs, substantial rock 

removal, this property likely is best used as 

commercial, no guarantee it could be acquired
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31st & Napa

Criteria Met

Close to existing t-main yes

Nr center of pressure zone yes

At or above 2380 yes

Vacant land min 1 ac barely

Relatively flat no

City owned yes

Distant from nearby homes no

Other: steeply sloped small parcel would result 

in high construction costs, substantial rock 

removal, most highly visible alternative, very 

close to adjacent homes
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Garden Park 

Tank

Criteria Met

Close to existing t-main yes

Nr center of pressure zone yes

At or above 2380 yes

Vacant land min 1 ac no

Relatively flat no

City owned yes

Distant from nearby homes no

Other: due to small area, questionable 

construction feasibility, very close to adjacent 

homes
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Hamblen Elem

Criteria Met

Close to existing t-main yes

Nr center of pressure zone yes

At or above 2380 yes

Vacant land min 1 ac yes

Relatively flat yes

City owned no

Distant from nearby homes yes

Other: school district not supportive of this 

idea



LOCATION SELECTION
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ADDITIONAL SITES CONSIDERED OUTSIDE 

DESIRED AREA

Ferris HS

• Relatively flat

• Far from t-main – 3,500 add’l feet

• 30’ lower results in 130’ tank height

• Minimal available land, not city owned

• Not near center of zone

• Adds at least 50% to project cost



LOCATION SELECTION
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ADDITIONAL SITES CONSIDERED

OUTSIDE DESIRED AREA

Hazel’s Creek

• City owned, relatively flat, plenty of area 

• Far from t-main – 4,000 add’l feet

• 50’ lower results in 150’ tank height

• Not near center of zone

• Adds at least 50% to project cost



LOCATION SELECTION
ADDITIONAL SITES CONSIDERED

OUTSIDE DESIRED AREA

South Complex/KXLY

• City owned, relatively flat, plenty of area 

• Far from t-main – 5,000 add’l feet

• 40’ lower results in 140’ tank height

• Not near center of zone

• Adds at least 50% to project cost
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LOCATION SELECTION
ADDITIONAL SITES CONSIDERED

OUTSIDE DESIRED AREA

Thorton Murhpy Park

• City owned, relatively flat, plenty of area, 

on t-main route

• 100’ lower results in 200’ tank height

• Not feasible
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LOCATION SELECTION
ADDITIONAL SITES CONSIDERED

OUTSIDE DESIRED AREA

Lincoln Park

• City owned, relatively flat, plenty of area, 

roughly the same elevation as Hamblen 

Park

• Far from t-main – 4,000 add’l feet

• Adds at least 50% to project cost
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Hamblen Park

Criteria Met

Close to existing t-main yes

Nr center of pressure zone yes

At or above 2380 yes

Vacant land min 1 ac yes

Relatively flat yes

City owned yes

Distant from nearby homes yes

Other: only site to meet all criteria







RESERVOIR DIMENSIONS

• APPROX. 100’ TALL (AT HAMBLEN PARK – VARIES 

IN OTHER LOCATIONS)

• APPROX. 2 MILLION GALLON CAPACITY

• 50’-60’ DIAMETER AT ITS BASE (I.E., PEDESTAL 

DIAMETER)

• 100’ TANK DIAMETER (I.E., TOP DIAMETER)



HAMBLEN PARK

HAMBLEN 

ELEMENTARY

37TH AVE.
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TANK FOOTPRINT = 0.08 AC

<1% OF PARK AREA
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AVAILABLE RESERVOIR TYPES

Hydropillar

Standpipe

Water spheroid



POST 
FALLS, ID
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CONCLUDING THOUGHTS
• THIS TANK IS AN IMPROVEMENT THE CITY HAS TO MAKE

• IF YOU LIVE ANYWHERE SOUTH OF 14TH AVE., YOU BENEFIT

• EVERY LOCATION PRESENTED TONIGHT WILL BE CONTROVERSIAL

• THE RESERVOIR MUST BE LOCATED IN THE VICINITY OF HAMBLEN PARK AND 

SO WILL BE VISIBLE FROM THIS AREA REGARDLESS OF LOCATION

• HAMBLEN PARK MEETS ALL THE CRITERIA

• HAMBLEN DOESN’T DISPROPORTIONATELY IMPACT SOME NEIGHBORS 

BECAUSE IT’S A BLOCK AWAY FROM THE NEAREST HOME

• THE COMPLETED TANK IMPACTS LESS THAN 1% OF THE AREA IN HAMBLEN

PARK.  THE PARK WILL NOT BE LOST OR DESTROYED AS SOME FEAR.

• A TANK IN HAMBLEN PARK IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO END UP WITH 

COMMUNITY ASSETS WHICH WOULD NOT BE REALIZED AT OTHER 

LOCATIONS



PROJECT SCHEDULE & NEXT STEPS

✓PRESENT PROJECT TO SOUTHGATE AND LINCOLN HEIGHTS 

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS

✓HOLD COMMUNITY MEETING ADVERTISED TO ALL RESIDENTS 

WITHIN A SEVERAL BLOCK RADIUS (MID SEPTEMBER)

• EVALUATE & INCORPORATE COMMUNITY INPUT & SURVEY 

RESULTS (FALL 2020)

• SELECT TANK SITE AND BEGIN PERMITTING (WINTER 2020)

• ANOTHER PUBLIC MEETING (ASSOCIATED WITH PERMITTING, 

WINTER 2020/21)

• INCORPORATE ADD’L COMMUNITY INPUT, FINALIZE 

PERMITTING (WINTER 2020/21)

• PROJECT DESIGN (WINTER/SPRING 2021)

• CONSTRUCTION (2021-2022)



Financial Reports

September 2020
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Riverfront Park Redevelopment Project
Budget Adopted June 2020

Riverfront Park Capital Redevelopment Bond
Geographical Projects Summary
January 1, 2015 through September 30, 2020

Project Component Budget

Expended as of 
September 30, 

2020
Committed to 

Date

Total of YTD 
Expended and 

Committed
Expense 

Reimbursements
Budget Balance 

to Date

1. South Bank West (Rec. Rink, 
Rink/Skyride Facility) 10,412,530$              10,412,530$              -$                              10,412,530$                -$                            

2. South Bank Central (Looff 
Carrousel) 11,744,579$              11,744,579$              -$                              11,744,579$                -$                            

3. Howard Street South Channel 
Bridge -$                             -$                             -$                              -$                              -$                            

4. Promenades and West 
Havermale 8,607,192$                 7,228,121$                 1,172,192$                  8,400,313$                  19,000$                             225,879$                   

5. U.S. Pavilion 22,196,654$              22,184,809$              1,733$                          22,186,542$                10,112$                     

6. snxw meneɂ & Other Parks
Capital Projects 616,742$                    201,742$                    -$                              201,742$                      415,000$                   

7. North Bank 10,091,981$              4,964,448$                 5,376,766$                  10,341,214$                99,168$                             (150,065)$                  

8. South Bank East 156,847$                    156,847$                    -$                              156,847$                      -$                            

Program Level Owner Costs 4,568,767$                 4,210,767$                 237,091$                      4,447,858$                  120,909$                   

TOTAL 68,395,292$      61,103,843$     6,787,782$         67,891,625$       118,168$                621,835$           
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Urban Zip Line
Jonathan Moog

Riverfront Park Director
Riverfront Park Committee

October 5, 2020

Graphics courtesy of Bernardo Wills Architects

Concept & Specifications
• Between CSO 26 and Redband Park
• Two parallel Zip lines
• Approximately 1400 linear feet (1/4 mile) 
• Engineering feasibility assessment completed by Garco
Construction

CSO 26 Plaza

Redband Park

rmccall
Typewritten Text
Return to Minutes
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Why
• Increases Spokane’s Urban Advantage
• A bold vision to engage with the river and 

strengthen downtown as a destination
• Elite small group of cities with such an attraction
• Serves in recovery of regions economy and 

hospitality industry
• Provides another anchor for tourism and 

promotion of conferences
• Supporting Stakeholders: 

Safety & Regulations
• Association for Challenge Coarse Technology 

(ACCT) 
• WA Department of Labor & Industries –

Amusement Park Division
• ACCT Certified inspectors

• Safety procedures and Equipment
• Rider Personal protective equipment
• Daily and monthly inspections and routine 

maintenance
• ACCT reviewed procedures and policies

• Industry statistics
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Private / Public Partnership
City of Spokane
• Minimum 10 year 

contract 
• Provides City owned 

property
• Receives portion of 

gross revenue share 
(est. $40-$65K)

• Provide utilities and 
some infrastructure 
(briefing rooms, on 
site sales)

Selected Partner Requirements:
• ACCT accredited 
• Invest Capital to design and 

build Zip Line
• Licensed and insured. 

Carries the risk
• Markets and advertise 

program
• Free tickets to Spokane 

programs, chartable 
organizations, low income 
and underserved youth

• Interruptive signage for 
Spokane history, 
conservation, cultural 
heritage

Process & Timeline
Time 

Allotment
Estimated 

Completion
Initial stakeholder Outreach -
Authorities having Jurisdiction,  
City Council, Park Board, Public 
outreach

4 months Jan 2020

Request for Proposal 3 months April 2021
Council / Park Board Approval 1 month May 2021
Design Build validation –
conceptual scope, second 
community outreach, schematic 
designs

3 months Aug 2021

Permitting with Authorities 
Having Jurisdiction

6 months Feb 2022

Construction Drawings 3 months May 2022
Construction 3 months Aug 2022



Updated: 8/29/2019 : 3 M

Spokane Park Board 
Briefing Paper 

Committee 

Committee meeting date 
Requester 
Requester phone number 

Type of agenda item  Consent  Discussion  Information  Action 

Type of contract  New  Renewal/extension  Amendment/change order  Other 

City Clerks file (OPR or policy #) 
Item title: (Use exact language on the agenda) 
Begin/end dates Begins:  Ends:  Open ended 

Impact if not approved at this time 
Background/history: 

Recommendation/motion wording: 

Approvals/signatures outside Parks:                   Yes                         No       
If so, who/what department, agency or company:  
Name: _____________________________ Email address: _____________________________  Phone: ___________ _

Distribution:      
Parks  Accounting      
Parks  Pamela Clarke      
Requester: ___________________________________ 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________

 Grant Management Department/Name: ____________________________________________________________

Fiscal impact:  Expenditure  Revenue 
Amount:       Budget code: 

Vendor:                  Existing vendor  New vendor 
Supporting documents: 

 Quotes/solicitation (RFP, RFQ, RFB) W-9 (for new contractors/consultants/vendors
- City of Spokane ACH Forms (for new contractors/consultants/vendors

 Business license expiration date: Insurance Certificate (min. $1 million in General Liability)
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ORDINANCE NO. C_______ 

An ordinance relating to Parks; amending Section 12.06A.040 of the Spokane 
Municipal Code concerning park rules and regulations. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City of Spokane does ordain: 

 Section 1. That Section 12.06A.040 SMC is amended to read as follows: 

Section 12.06A.040 Rules and Regulations  

The Park Board has established rules governing behavior on park property, and such 
rules may be enforced consistent with this ordinance.  

Except when done in places designated and in the manner prescribed by rule, regulation 
or special permission of the park board or department: 

A. Park Grounds and Maintenance

1. No person may cut, trim, tag or in any way tamper with the trees or landscaping,
or dig, stake, pierce or penetrate the ground of any park.

B. Vehicles and Watercraft

1. No person may ride or drive any motor vehicle in Riverfront Park without express
permission from the director of the parks department or his or her designee.
Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibiting the use of electric scooters,
electric bicycles or other personal electric mobility devices in Riverfront Park.

((1.)) 2. No person may drive or ride any vehicle or animal on the grass or in any areas 
of the park other than designated drives, ways, boulevards or paths. Nothing in 
this section shall be construed as prohibiting a person from riding a mountain 
bike on established paths and trails in natural/conservation/undeveloped areas. 

((2.)) 3. No person may park outside designated parking areas. 

((3.)) 4. No person may operate or drive any vehicle, including bicycles, skateboards 
and roller skates, in a manner which is likely to endanger persons and/or 
property. 

((4.)) 5.No person may intentionally enter, swim, dive or float, with or without a boat, 
raft, craft or other flotation device, in or upon any pond in a park or the Spokane 
River at any point between the west line of the Division Street Bridge and the 
west line of the Monroe Street Bridge. 

Return to Minutes
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C. Speed 
 
1. No person may ride or drive a vehicle at a speed in excess of five miles per hour 

in Riverfront Park.  
 

2. At all parks other than Riverfront Park, no person may ride or drive a vehicle at a 
speed in excess of fifteen miles per hour unless otherwise posted. 

 
D. Games and Athletics 

 
1. No person may engage in, conduct, or hold any trials or competitions for speed, 

endurance, or hill climbing involving any vehicle, boat, aircraft, or animal in any 
park, except by permission of the director of the parks department or his or her 
designee. 
 

2. No person may play or practice any game that involves the running or the throwing 
or hitting of a ball or other projectile such as golf, archery, hockey, tennis or 
baseball, when and where such activity is likely to be dangerous. 
 

3. No person may operate remote controlled vehicles, unmanned air systems or other 
hobby craft in a manner that is dangerous to persons or property.  
 

4. Swimming pools, wading pools, golf courses, softball diamonds and basketball 
courts may be used only during hours designated by the director of the parks 
department or his or her designee. 
 

E. Animals 
 

1. No person may allow any animal to run at large in any park or enter any pond, 
pool, fountain or stream thereof. A violation of this section is a class 4 civil 
infraction.   
 

2. All persons bringing pets to a park must provide for the disposal of animal waste 
from their pets. Failure to do so is a class 4 infraction.  
 

3. No person may tease, annoy, disturb, attack, catch, injure, or kill, throw stones or 
any object at, or strike with any stick or weapon, any animal, bird, fowl or other 
wildlife in any park.  
 

4. Fishing shall be allowed in rivers and creeks adjacent to parks, but shall not be 
allowed in the ponds of any park. 
 

5. No person may feed any wildlife in any park. A violation of this section is a class 4 
civil infraction. 
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F. Drugs and Alcohol 
 
1. Except as specifically authorized by the director of the parks department or his or 

her designee, no person shall open the package containing liquor or consume 
liquor in a public park. A violation of this section is a class 3 civil infraction.   
 

2. As provided in RCW 69.50.445, it is unlawful to open a package containing 
marijuana, useable marijuana, marijuana-infused products, or marijuana 
concentrates, or consume marijuana, useable marijuana, marijuana-infused 
products, or marijuana concentrates, in any park. A violation of this section is a 
class 3 civil infraction. 
 

3. It is unlawful for any person in or adjacent to a city park, including in parked 
vehicles or on sidewalks on both sides of the adjacent street, to use drug 
paraphernalia in violation of RCW 69.50.412 and SMC 10.15A.020. A violation of 
this section is a misdemeanor. 
 

4. No person shall sell or give, or permit to be sold or given, to any person any drug 
paraphernalia in any form, including hypodermic syringes, needles and other 
objects used, intended for use or primarily designed for use in injecting unlawful 
drugs or controlled substances into the human body, in or adjacent to any park. A 
violation of this section is a class 1 civil infraction and violators may be subject to 
exclusion from one or more city parks for one year. 
 

G. Weapons and Projectiles 
 
1. Any person who possesses a dangerous weapon as defined in RCW 9.41.250 is 

guilty of a gross misdemeanor, except when lawfully carrying firearms consistent 
with state law.  
 

2. No person may shoot, fire, throw or explode any fireworks, explosive, bow and 
arrow, slingshot or other weapon, toy or real, which discharges a pellet or other 
object with harmful force.  
 

H. Food  
 
1. Except as provided in SMC 10.51.040(A), no person may sell food inside or 

adjacent to a park without first obtaining the following: 
 

a. Written authorization from the director of the parks department, or his or her 
designee, to vend at a particular location or locations, as required by SMC 
10.51.070 and SMC 17C.390.030; and  
 

b. A valid a mobile food vendor’s permit as required by SMC 10.51.010.  
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I. Events  
 

1. Special events held in a city park require a park reservation and must also be 
authorized by a special event permit issued by the director of the parks department 
under the procedures and requirements for special events as provided in Chapter 
10.39 SMC.  
  

2. Park reservations are also required to reserve park space for events not meeting 
the definition of a special event under SMC 10.39.010.  
 

3. Events that involve the service or distribution of food for groups of over fifteen 
people shall, in addition to a park reservation, require the submission of a clean-
up plan and may be subject to cost recovery for the actual costs of clean-up.   

 
((H.)) J Other Uses of Park Property and Facilities 

 
1. No person may use or occupy park property to sleep, store property or for any 

other purpose when done in a manner that obstructs or prevents others from its 
use and enjoyment. A violation of this provision is a misdemeanor.   
 

2. No person may build a fire in a park during official burn bans or where fire 
restrictions are otherwise imposed. All fires must be contained to designated 
fireplaces and park-supplied barbecue pits.  
 

3. Where the park board has provided for the collection of fees, rents or charges for 
the use of park facilities, including municipal golf courses, no person may enter 
upon or use such park facilities without paying such required fees, rents or 
charges. 
 

4. No person may be in a City park during the hours of closure without the express 
permission of the director of the parks department or his or her designee. All City 
parks shall be closed from ten p.m. to six a.m., except Riverfront Park, which shall 
be closed from midnight to six a.m. throughout the year.  
 

5. No person may sell or barter any goods or services without prior permission of the 
director of the parks department or his or her designee. 
 

((I.))K. No person may violate such rules and regulations as may from time to time be 
promulgated by the park board or the director of parks and recreation pursuant to 
and in supplementation of the City Charter and this code.  

 
 
PASSED by the City Council on        __________. 
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       Council President 
 
 
Attest:       Approved as to form: 
 
              
City Clerk      Assistant City Attorney 
 
 
              
Mayor       Date 
 
              
       Effective Date 



From: Mark W Safranek
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Beggs, Breean; Engineering Services High System Tank
Subject: Hamblen Park water tower
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2020 12:18:27 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Just wanted to register our support for the proposed water tower at Hamblen Park.  If we indeed need more storage
capacity in the neighborhood the park seems like as good a location as any.  We were not enthusiastic about the
previously proposed location up on the rocks near Martin and 30th.  A tower at the center of Hamblen Park would
be much less conspicuous we believe.

Thanks,

Mark & Barb Safranek
2315 E 34th

Return to Minutes

mailto:msafranek@comcast.net
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
mailto:lkinnear@spokanecity.org
mailto:bbeggs@spokanecity.org
mailto:eraeshst@spokanecity.org


Count me and my neighbors as a NO on the project to build a water tank in a Park next to a school-

Hamblen. 

 

Don Saffle 

Retired teacher 



From: djdutt
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: Hamblin Park water tower
Date: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 10:31:17 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

We live at 2022 E. Thurston and all front windows (kitchen, living room, master bedroom) all
directly face the park where the tank would be.  AWFUL!! Have lived here 30 years and have
seen so many people walk in and enjoy that small park.  We and many other neighbors always
hoped the park would someday be updated with lawn, park benches and tables.  
The worst and most unthinkable option would be a giant water tower spoiling all views for all
around the park. 
Why not consider upper Lincoln Park loop for the tower?  There surely are many options not
right in the middle of a neighborhood.

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

mailto:djdutt@comcast.net
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org


From: Comstock NHC Chair
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Beggs, Breean; Wilkerson, Betsy; Engineering Services High System Tank;

Vorderbrueggen, Al; Spell, Angel
Cc: Terryl Black
Subject: Water tower proposed for Hamblen Park
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2020 2:47:21 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

While there is always the need for City infrastructure maintenance, improvement and 
development to keep up with our growing needs this seems to be a complete overreach by 
the City. I appreciate the desire to have a site that provides for ease of construction and 
cost savings but our City's founders had the foresight to separate Parks from the rest of the 
City operations as a way to protect against this type of encroachment. The Comstock 
Neighborhood Council last year had to pass a resolution against Verizon who was staking 
out sites along the High Drive Bluff (a City park) to install brand new cell phone towers. The 
resolution also included Comstock Park as residents wanted to head off any future attempt 
at this location as well. Our current City ordinances restrict that type of infrastructure 
installment unless there are no other alternatives. This placement should be considered 
from that viewpoint as well. Many times doing the right thing is not the easiest nor most cost 
effective. The Southgate/Lincoln Heights neighborhoods seem to be on the current hit list of 
park encroachment with this project as well as the "land swap" to try and shoehorn in a new 
library at 29th and Ray recently. I have encouraged everyone who appreciates the sanctity 
of our beautiful parks, both developed and natural, to send in their feedback as well. John 
Schram, Comstock Neighborhood Council Co-Chair  

mailto:comstockneighborhoodcouncil@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
mailto:lkinnear@spokanecity.org
mailto:bbeggs@spokanecity.org
mailto:bwilkerson@spokanecity.org
mailto:eraeshst@spokanecity.org
mailto:avorderbrueggen@spokanecity.org
mailto:aspell@spokanecity.org
mailto:terrylb@comcast.net


From: Sherri Stockman
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: Hamblen water tower
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2020 3:05:33 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

I urge you to work against the construction of this water tower in Hamblen Park. This park is used by everyone in
the neighborhood. It is a beautiful, wild park. It’s also quite small. Putting a water reservoir of this size in that park
will absolutely decimated. This is not what parks are for. Please consider going back to the original site considered.
Thank you.

Sherri Stockman
Sent from my iPad

mailto:sherrilynnstock@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org


From: GMAIL
To: Clarke, Pamela; Beggs, Breean; Kinnear, Lori; Engineering Services High System Tank
Subject: Preserve Hamblen Park - no water tank.
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2020 5:38:25 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Hello,

I’m a Hamblen neighborhood resident and I’m writing to let you know I oppose the city’s plan to construct a water
tower in Hamblen Park.

Hamblen Park is one of the few untouched natural areas in the neighborhood and enjoyed by many residents. The
31st and Napa or Garden Park locations seem much more appropriate. The garden park site already has existing tank
tower and seems like the most logical location to add a tank. With limited parks and natural areas in the city we
should ensure we preserve the areas we haven’t already impacted with construction. Construction of a water tower
in Hamblen park would negatively impact the neighborhood in many ways including but not limited to; disturbing
natural ecosystems, eliminating trees, harming wildlife, birds and native plants, reducing home values, obstructing
the site lines/views, and irreversibly damaging a previously undisturbed area. If you truly believe in Spokane’s
slogan “Near Nature, Near perfect” you should work to preserve these natural areas.  I implore the city council and
city leadership to select an alternative location.

Please provide additional information on how the hamblen park location was selected, what alternative locations
have been investigated, and why the city would choose to disturb one of the few remaining natural areas on the
South Hill.

Regards,

Yan Densmore

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:densmore46@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
mailto:bbeggs@spokanecity.org
mailto:lkinnear@spokanecity.org
mailto:eraeshst@spokanecity.org


From: Jan Oliver
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Beggs, Breean; highsystemtan@spokanecity.org
Subject: HELP SAVE HAMBLEN PARK!
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2020 8:46:52 PM
Attachments: IMG_1483.HEIC

IMG_1497.HEIC
IMG_1536.HEIC
IMG_1495.HEIC

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Dear City Parks board, council Liaison, and council president
My name is Jan Oliver. I have lived one block from Hamblen Park for the past 24 years. My
children have grown up playing and exploring the natural wonders of Hamblen park. Each
year Spokane's only natural park blesses the people who happen upon it with a glorious array
of wildflowers. It is a haven for dog walkers and people walkers. It has been proven that
walking in a forest or "Forest Bathing" provides the following health benefits: Also known as
Forest therapy has shown health benefits such as lower blood pressure, decreased sympathetic
nervous system activity, and increased parasympathetic nervous system activity Forest therapy
significantly influences the reduction of stress and emotional relaxation as well as enhancing
health and wellness and reducing negative emotions Recent studies have proposed that “forest
therapy” offers benefits like improvement of depression/anxiety symptoms. There have been
other studies that have shown that forest bathing (walking in the forest) enhance the number of
human natural killer cells and the expression of anticancer proteins. 
With this in mind what better place to have a forest than in the middle of the south hill. I can't
drive to a national forest everyday but I sure can walk up to this park and inhale the healing
aromas that the trees produce. It is a lifesaving gem that we must preserve. 
Please in this day when national parks and monuments are being threatened on a daily basis,
do not let our precious Hamblen be one of them. 
This park is one of Spokane's, secret treasures and should be guarded as such. It is home to
much of the wildlife that we on the southhill/Hamblen district have come to know and love,
yes even the skunks. Racoons, owls, many other birds.  We have even sheltered an injured
moose one year that sought refuge until he could be relocated. 
I once heard a young man explain to his female friend that Spokane is like a big old mansion,
that has nooks and crannies full of treasures and surprises, you just have to go looking for
them.
Hamblen park is one of them. Instead of destroying this landmark with a huge metal tank,
invest in it!

1.  by installing a receptacle for dog waste at every entrance to the park along with city
ordinances regarding picking up dog waste.  Currently a large garbage can is chained to
the covered picnic bench where for years boy scout troops would meet and have to put
up with the smell of a full to the brim poop can. 

2. Install a sprinkler system to keep it green all year and prevent forest fires. 

Please find another place for this tank if it is needed, I know for a fact there are several houses
on 37th that need to be demolished perhaps the city could cut a deal with the owners as those
homes are an eyesore. While Hamblen Park is a thing of beauty!
With Calmpassion,
jan

mailto:oliverj08@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
mailto:lkinnear@spokanecity.org
mailto:bbeggs@spokanecity.org
mailto:highsystemtan@spokanecity.org
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6678486/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6678486/
http://thebest1-2punchrecipes.blogspot.com/
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From: Heather Stewner
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: Save Hamblen park
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 7:24:47 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Saving our NATURAL PARK is so important. How else will youngsters ever get to see the process of land that gets
to go through its natural process of changing seasons. This park is right in our Neighborhood so close to just
observe, walk through enjoy.
Personally, I walk the park daily. Snow in the winter where the quiet peaceful place gives us solace, parents pulling
sleds with the little ones excited to be in snow, Spring when the green begins. The WILD flowers which no other
park has. The emerging of the buttercup the first to show its color, the fresh air that smells of spring.   An array of
wild flowers bloom till August, when the heat brings on the wonderful smell of the Ponderosa Pins. The smells are
year round. The Ponderosas that will be removed are the largest, oldest ones in the park!  These cannot be
replaced!!   Please consider the living giants that are still left growing , living through the current adversity,
droughts, rains, all of them deserve to continue living. Save our NATURAL PARK PLEASE consider the
environmental VALUE. Our wild flowers will never be replaced either. Once the soil is interrupted they will not
return.

Sent from Heather's iPod

mailto:heather.stewner3@yahoo.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org


From: R.A.L .
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Beggs, Breean; Engineering Services High System Tank
Subject: Proposed water tower
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 4:56:14 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Hello Spokane Parks Board, Parks Board City Council and City Council President,
 
As a resident of Spokane’s South Hill since 1973, I can unequivocally say that the proposed water

tower in Hamblen Park forest is the WRONG idea.   I’ve lived on 38th & Napa and currently live on

34th & Helena.    There is already a water tower on 37th & Crestline – so why can’t the second water
tower be built adjacent or in the same vicinity as the land is fenced as city property?
 
To ruin MORE natural parks is simply the wrong move to make.  Please listen to all the residents who
use Hamblen Park for walks to enjoy what little natural land we have left.    We’re already losing
natural land being destroyed to build more houses, apartments & offices in the “Garden District” on

34th & Crestline.  The loss of habitat is home to deer, rabbits, quail, birds and trees.   To destroy
Hamblen Park is destruction for the present and future forever.
 

Please do NOT proceed and reconsider building the 2nd water tower adjacent to the current one on

37th Ave  (north side) north of Crestline or another location that won’t be so damaging to our
neighborhoods.
 
Thank you for listening,
 
Rachel & Tim Devlin

1508 E 34th Ave
509.624.0198
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
 

mailto:Ralhope@msn.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
mailto:lkinnear@spokanecity.org
mailto:bbeggs@spokanecity.org
mailto:eraeshst@spokanecity.org
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986


From: Heather Stewner
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: Re: Save Hamblen park
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 8:29:03 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Yes, another aspect that bothers me. It was the only reason that I bought my house on Napa ,
37 th. A Natural Park that was donated to the City to stay as a Natural Park.  Thinking it would
never be in jeopardy of being developed.  It brought solace to my family.  Through the 13
years that I have lived here.  Now that we are the most livable city currently every little space
is up for grabs. We are developing beyond our capacity. All the little special places are getting
devoured. As I was told by the City Engineer, I will still be able to walk in the park, who
walks under a 100 ft water tower?  We are going to beautify the park. Sorry it’s perfect just the
way it is. NATURAL

Sent from Heather’s iPad

On Wednesday, September 16, 2020, 7:38 PM, Clarke, Pamela <pclarke@spokanecity.org> wrote:

Good afternoon,

Thank you for taking the time to share your opinion relating to the Hamblen Park
water tower. Your email has been forwarded to the Park Board and the Parks
Director. 

I'm hopeful you will continue to reach out to us with any concerns or thoughts
you have regarding your parks.

Kindest regards.

Pamela Clarke | Clerk IV | City of Spokane Parks & Recreation |
Desk: 509.625.6241| Cell: 509.319.0842 | SpokaneParks.org

-----Original Message-----
From: Heather Stewner <heather.stewner3@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 7:23 AM
To: Clarke, Pamela <pclarke@spokanecity.org>
Subject: Save Hamblen park

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Saving our NATURAL PARK is so important. How else will youngsters ever get
to see the process of land that gets to go through its natural process of changing
seasons. This park is right in our Neighborhood so close to just observe, walk

mailto:heather.stewner3@yahoo.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/?.src=iOS
mailto:heather.stewner3@yahoo.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org


through enjoy.
Personally, I walk the park daily. Snow in the winter where the quiet peaceful
place gives us solace, parents pulling sleds with the little ones excited to be in
snow, Spring when the green begins. The WILD flowers which no other park has.
The emerging of the buttercup the first to show its color, the fresh air that smells
of spring.  An array of wild flowers bloom till August, when the heat brings on
the wonderful smell of the Ponderosa Pins. The smells are year round. The
Ponderosas that will be removed are the largest, oldest ones in the park!  These
cannot be replaced!!  Please consider the living giants that are still left growing ,
living through the current adversity, droughts, rains, all of them deserve to
continue living. Save our NATURAL PARK PLEASE consider the
environmental VALUE. Our wild flowers will never be replaced either. Once the
soil is interrupted they will not return.

Sent from Heather's iPod



Subject: Reasons NOT to construct a Hamblen Park Water Tower 

 

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender] 

 

Attention:  Scott Simmons and Pamela Clarke 

 

We do not know what the requirements are for situating a new water, but 

 

WHAT WE DO KNOW FOLLOWS: 

 

The park serves children and families from all around the neighborhood and 

beyond. 

A friend drove all the way from the West Plains to walk with me there in the early 

days of the pandemic.  The salsify was in full bloom, and we both couldn't 

believe just how beautiful it was to walk through and criss cross all the various 

paths, which clearly show regular use. 

 

The proposed Water Tower would NEGATIVELY affect the whole environment for 

everyone. 

 

Concerns:  Destruction of natural habitat well established for the 40+ years 

we've been here 

 

               a possible covenant on the park's donation but, according to the parks 

department, 

               there are no codes, covenants or restrictions associated the with 

Hamblen Park property deed 

               that would prohibit the construction of a water tower. 

 

               EVEN SO, a donation however many years ago certainly did not/could 

not take into account 

               the possibility of a future water tower bedbug built there, nor its 

drawbacks: 

 

               ***years of natural area greatly reduced 

               ***reduction of and lack of continuity to the existing space. 

               ***introduction of cell phone towers, which many believe send out 

harmful radio waves 

               ***notable reduction to the serenity and solitude (aesthetics) of the 

park 

               ***no matter what the city would erect, there would be graffiti, and 

then a need to paint it over 

               ***in addition to the graffiti, there certainly could be other vandalism 

brought in due to a reported 



                   lack of fence, and how high and ugly would such a fence have to 

be, IF . . . . . 

               ***not to mention some kind of vehicle access to get to the water 

tower, cutting out more area and 

                   facilitating more vehicles or more fences. 

               ***there is simply NOTHING that the City Park Department could do do 

offset the loss of ALL of the above. 

 

When we moved in to our house in Dec. 1977, we inherited a water tower 

directly across the street.  Many changes have occurred there, but it was and is 

city property designated especially for and only for the water tower. 

And YES, the cell phone towers have invaded, but there is no other real change, 

except a small city brick building. 

Aesthetically, it has remained the same for almost 43 years.  Oh, and there's one 

more thing:  the water tower across the street from our house is on higher 

ground than the surrounding area.  Hamblen Park is essentially FLAT. 

 

Thank you in advance for seriously considering the above reasons for NOT 

constructing a water tower at Hamblen Park, 

 

Marilyn and Henry Reimann 

 
 



From: paultiesse@msn.com
Subject: Hamblen Park water tower
Date: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 8:15:48 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

My name is Paul Tiesse. My parents built our house in 1958 near 38th and Helena. I bought
the house from them in 1993. I'm sure
I don't need to tell you this "park" has basically been ignored since its conception. But you
know we are use to it and we like the way it is.
We realize with the new development north of the park that may be a reason why a water
tower is being placed in this area. Over the years we have sacificed many of the green spaces
to development. There is nothing wrong with development and the people who own the land
have the right to sell it to whomever for whatever purposes.

But this is city owned and still is a safe space for nature and people. Although not as private as
the area that will becomes houses etc if you walk it there is still a lot of nature that calls
Hamblen home. But just as important,  the hundreds of people that use its' trails everyday
enjoy the natural look of Hamblen Park. The city is and needs to grow but it still needs to
remember our green spaces are just as important. 

There are other possiblities for this water tower and since the neigborhood has been patient
with the parks department for over 50 years I hope the city and parks department will
remember us as they make a decision.
Any questions or concerns please feel free to contact me.

Thank you for your consideration.

Paul Tiesse
Marvin Reguindin
Gio & Harley

1607 East 38th Ave
Spokane, WA 

mailto:paultiesse@msn.com


From: William Browand
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: water tower
Date: Friday, September 18, 2020 3:30:49 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Dear Ms Clarke,

I have a few concerns regarding the construction of a water tower in Hamblen Park.

According to the maps provided on the internet, the tank would be placed directly in front of
my home, 3825 S. Crestline St.  This tower would negatively affect the visual enjoyment of
the park for not only myself but the entire block of residents living on Crestline.  In addition,
my property would drop in value.

FAQ stated that there would be a replacement of removed trees with at least a 1:1 replacement
ratio.  Would the replacement trees be of a suitable height to help reduce the visual shock of
the tower or inconsequential seedlings?

How long would it take to paint the water tower, say a green color to blend in with the
surroundings and would graffiti be cleaned in a timely manner?

It is a stretch to say the tank would be 350' from my home.  What happens if the tank
ruptures?  It would be a devastation to surrounding homes not to mention Hamblen
Elementary School if it's in session.

My hope is that the City of Spokane continues to explore other possible avenues on which the
water tower could be constructed.

Thank you

Mary Browand
(509) 954-7685

mailto:wkbrowand@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org


From: RICK WESTRICK
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: No water tower at Hamblen!
Date: Saturday, September 19, 2020 8:44:33 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Hi Pamela, 

I'm Rick Westrick, one of hundreds (probably thousands) of residents who visit the
Hamblen Park Natural Area on a regular basis--I walk my dog there two to three times
per day.

I'm asking you to help prevent the City from building a water tower on this property--it
will forever change the area, and ruin a great deal of it.  There are
other locations where the tower can be built--please leave this wonderful space
alone.  There are so few spaces such as this one left in Spokane.

Please help us, Pamela,

Rick Westrick

mailto:rickwestrick@comcast.net
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org


From: Carol Ellis
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Beggs, Breean; Engineering Services High System Tank
Subject: Hamblen Park water tank
Date: Friday, September 18, 2020 2:14:39 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

On these grounds, as a 28 year user, I ask the city to consider an alternate site for the new
water tank:

1) The concept that Hamblen, as a natural park, has "vacant land" is erroneous.  Native
Ponderosas, balsam root, service berries and other typical vegetation species are prevalent. 
With no water expense.  Plus trails and a covered area.

2) Hamblen Park does not have debris problems from drug paraphernalia, garbage, or even
dog droppings.  Hamblen is low maintenance BECAUSE we locals take care of it. No dog fights,
no gun fights, no assaults. Check the records. 

3) If the city takes the pipeline up Ray Street to Ferris High School, they can create a safe
home and an alternate route which makes major water pipe problems dividable.  The city's
elevation quotes for Hamblen Park and Ferris at the prior City Zoom presentation were
erroneous: Ferris is at an equivalent elevation to Hamblen Park, not '400' feet higher.

4) Local folks realized the Lincoln Heights Garden site (Sonneland's) was ill-suited. Please listen
to us now!

Thank-you, 

Carol Ellis
2015 E. 36th
Spokane, WA. 99203
509 533 0587

mailto:carolellisspokane@hotmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
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mailto:eraeshst@spokanecity.org


From: Betsy Johnson
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Wilkerson, Betsy; Beggs, Breean; Engineering Services High System Tank
Subject: Proposed Water Tank at Hamblen Park
Date: Sunday, September 20, 2020 9:59:18 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

In 2013 the City did a major water line replacement that replaced water lines that now run
south from the water tank at Garden Park on East 37th Ave, south on Stone Street, west on
39th Ave, then turned south on Lee Street, west on Thurston and then south on Crestline Street
to 57th Ave.  We  were told that that line was to implement water for homes in the South end
of Spokane and that none of us that were located on these streets would receive any water
from this line.

My question is why is it necessary to have another water tank so close to the one in Garden
Park on East 37th Avenue.  There are many homes bordering Hamblen Park that would
consider this tank an unsightly addition.  It is also the only park in this area where neighbors
can walk their dogs and families and feel like they are in the woods!  I do understand the park
could use some improvements as during this very dry summer it has been a big worry that a
fire could destroy it and all that surrounds it including Hamblen Grade School.  There are still
many downed trees that have not been removed from the wind storm of 2015 that could be a
real danger.

Where exactly is the water from this tank supposed to go.  If it is to go further south for all the
new apartments  then I suggest you find a place further south than Hamblen  Park.  WE
DON'T WANT IT IN HAMBLEN PARK!!  It would mean more construction and more torn
up streets to place the water lines where there are already water lines in place. 

What is the cost of doing this? 

Thank you for your consideration,

Elizabeth A Johnson
3831 South Stone Street
Spokane, WA 99223

mailto:betsyeaj@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
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From: Connie W Scott
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: proposed Water Tower in Hamblen Park
Date: Sunday, September 20, 2020 11:20:35 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

 
 
Greetings, Pamela Clarke --
I’m writing to anyone I can who is involved with the review of the proposed High System
Water Tank in Hamblen Park.
 

I have lived at 1921 E 37th since May 2002 (18 years) across the street kitty corner from
Hamblen Park. My daughter attended Hamblen Elementary when she was a child. My husband
and I have been planning our retirement. We recently decided we’d stay right here in this
home when we retire in a few years, near neighbors who’ve become family and in this
neighborhood that we love.
 
I probably have more of a vested interest in this proposed development than most – certainly
more than those of you who will be making the decision. I would see the proposed water
tower and its blinking lights from the window here above my desk where I’m typing this letter
right now. My husband and I live within range of any water / flood problems that could arise.
We have friends who live across the street from the park on all sides.
 
I walk our dog every day. I used to have the option of walking in the “wild area” owned by Dr.
Sonneland that’s now under development by Greenstone. For 18 years, I divided my walks
between that Sonneland greenspace and Hamblen Park. I understand that the City didn’t own
Sonneland’s land and so it’s not your fault that the neighbors in this part of Spokane lost one
of the finest greenspaces in the city. No matter whose “fault,” we lost that greenspace all the
same.
 
This means all we have now for a neighborhood greenspace is Hamblen Park. I walk in the
park daily (except for this past smokey week) and see many neighbors walking with their dogs
or children or by themselves for a stroll every single day I’m there. It’s a high-use park.
 
I have read the FAQs sheet from the City website and the reasons the City continues to
consider this location. I oppose the High System Water Tank’s placement in Hamblen Park
for the following reasons:  
 

1.     When we went to hearings about the Greenstone project, we learned the city
planned to put in a water tower on the basalt ridge in the greenspace near the

mailto:conniewscott@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org


Greenstone development. Now we learn that site is not feasible. I suspect the city
planners knew this all along, even during those Greenstone hearings. I believe the City
knew this proposed site was not feasible. Reading over the chart that explains why a
variety of alternate locations are not suitable, it’s clear the City knows the specific
needs of a water tower, and that basalt ridge wasn’t ever a viable option.
 
2.     I believe you did a bait and switch, similar to what happened when Spokanites

voted to fund the renovations of Jefferson Elementary School on Grand and 37th. We
thought we voted to fund a renovation of the existing school. Once those funds were
in hand, the City said, Oh, we’re going to build a NEW school, right here, adjacent to
many homes in the neighborhood that didn’t have a school across the street from it
when these people bought their homes and lived in them for many years. Is this the
City’s modus operandi? Bait and switch? At least a foregone conclusion? The City
already had their minds made up before they opened the floor during a council
meeting to the nearby residents who’d prepared extensive visuals to present. It was a
foregone conclusion and those residents wasted their time and effort.
 
3.     This is shoddy city representation of the public interest. In my neighborhood, not
only have we lost a greenspace with hiking trails, we’re also having to accommodate
“230 residential units and upwards of 70,000 square feet of commercial space” in our
neighborhood and a low estimate of an additional 250 new car trips on our
neighborhood roads each morning and 200 during peak evening hours (citing a
Spokesman Review article info). Now, city planners want to defile the only greenspace
we Hamblen residents have left with an audacious 100-foot tall water tower with
blinking lights.

 
4.     I find these words hollow, as seen on your public announcement posters that are in
Hamblen Park now: “[the] Project would include funding for City park upgrades within
the neighborhood.”

 
Wait, what? What other parks “within the neighborhood”?! There are NO OTHER
PARKS within the neighborhood! The nearest parks are all more than a mile from
Hamblen, not within easy walking distance, many across busy streets: Thornton
Murphy (1.1 miles), Lincoln (1.2), Manito (1.8), and Comstock (1.9). Whatever
“upgrades” you make to those parks WILL NOT IMPACT HAMBLEN RESIDENTS.  
 
5.     The Hamblen school representatives have not expressed their approval of this
project, at least not publicly, and according to your FAQ. Your FAQ states, “School
officials are aware of this proposal,” and I assume the FAQ would have included that
the school reps support or approve of the proposal, if it were so. Some of us who

fought against the opening of Crestline to 57th during the Greenstone hearings were



motivated out of wanting to keep the children safe during drop offs and pick ups, that
bring families and babes-in-arms into the surrounding streets. Having a 100-foot water
tower hanging over the school playground and nearby classrooms does not feel safe.
 
6.     I feel unrepresented by the city and our neighborhood reps. My Hamblen
neighborhood is getting the short shrift. I wish you would care.
 

My opinion about the 2 best options, after I’ve studied the info on your website and the FAQ
sheet:

1.     Put the tower in the Greenstone development on 31st and Napa, or close to
Southeast Blvd. They’ve got lots of space, and it won’t be something NEW shoved
down their throats or hovering over their homes after they’ve lived in them for years.
The new residents would buy their homes with full knowledge that there’s a water
tower within the development.
 

2.     Make the space near the water tower on 37th and Stone work. The argument
against this space is the weakest of all the options you’ve investigated. You say the site
is too small and the site is not level? Make the necessary construction adjustments.
You say the site is adjacent to existing homes? So? there’s already a water tower
adjacent to existing homes, so this argument is nullified.

 
Put the water tower in one of these locations, and leave our small park -- our only greenspace
-- alone, please.

 
Thank you for listening to my concerns. I’ll be at the online meeting Tuesday night.
 
Connie Wasem Scott



From: Rolf Goetzinger
To: Beggs, Breean; Kinnear, Lori; Wilkerson, Betsy; Clarke, Pamela; Twohig, Kyle
Subject: Hamblen Water Tower
Date: Monday, September 21, 2020 7:46:32 AM
Attachments: IMG_2036.HEIC

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

All,
This may seem strange as you may expect a negative response to the proposed tank. But as I
have created murals and blended landscapes scenes on water tanks for 25 years, I can offer a
solution to a desired outcome for everyone involved. Please take a look at my web site
www.artistbrothers.com for the tank murals. 

A pedestal tank is more challenging to hide, but a standpipe such as the ones I have attached
would offer a better surface area to hide.

I am part of the neighborhood, near Hamblen, that is how I received emails about the
upcoming public meeting.

I would be happy to share my thoughts and water districts that have gotten positive feedback
from the public.

I look forward to hearing your response to this idea.

Rolf

Rolf Goetzinger
Artist
509-891-0627
Email: rolfgoetzinger@gmail.com
Web: www.artistbrothers.com
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From: Kelly Puzio
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Wilkerson, Betsy; Beggs, Breean; Engineering Services High System Tank
Subject: Planned Water Tower - Hamblen Park
Date: Monday, September 21, 2020 7:44:00 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Dear City Council and Spokane Officials,

I do not support the proposed water tower project in Hamblen Park.  I
live near that area and would prefer to protect that green space for
neighbors to enjoy.  The city should develop the previously planned
area, where other major construction will be occurring or find another
suitable location.

Be well,
Kelly

mailto:kgpuzio@gmail.com
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From: Tammy Cronrath <Mitam1985@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 9:46 PM
To: Clarke, Pamela <pclarke@spokanecity.org>; Kinnear, Lori <lkinnear@spokanecity.org>; Beggs, 
Breean <bbeggs@spokanecity.org>
Subject: Hamblen Park

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Dear Elected City Officials,

As a long time resident of the Hamblen Park area I was devastated to hear the city would sink 
so low as to take away a vital and natural part of our community. We have already lost so 
much with the devastation of our lovely wooded area and the threat of a water tower in 
beautiful and natural Hamblen Park is simply too much to take. My dog and I have walked 
daily in that park for years and so do hundreds of other residents in the area. All the wildlife 
pushed out of by the new development have fled to Hamblen Park looking for habitat to 
survive in. There are other areas in which to build a water tower, please do not desecrate 
what is left of our beautiful neighborhood and community. It is time to listen to those of us 
who live there, those people who voted to put you in your position and make a good decision. 
Our future happiness depends upon it.

Sincerely,

Tammy R Cronrath

mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
mailto:Mitam1985@hotmail.com
http://www.spokaneparks.org/
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From: Steven Sherman
To: Clarke, Pamela
Cc: Kinnear, Lori
Subject: High System Water Tank in Hamblen
Date: Sunday, September 20, 2020 12:15:36 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Please preserve our local park for future generations to enjoy.

Installing a water tank in this park reduces the land area significantly resulting in less natural space for an increasing
population.
As high density housing consumes more natural land - Hamblen Park is even more important as a local natural place
for humanity to find peace in nature.

Saving money by installing a water tank in one of the only remaining natural areas comes at a much higher cost for
people and their need for tranquility.

There is no replacement for nature, please install the water tank in a location that allows for Hamblen Park to remain
whole and complete.

Steven Sherman
1926 East 36th Ave.
Spokane

mailto:ssman1722@yahoo.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
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From: Kirby walke
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: Hamblen Park-Absolutely no water tower
Date: Sunday, September 20, 2020 8:24:17 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Dear Pamela Clark,

Hamblen Park bears the name of one of Spokane’s greatest park advocates and was never
intended to house infrastructure projects such as the proposed water tower. Having this land
be traded for park improvements can never be met with an equal price. Access to open spaces
carries a price tag that no man or city can define.
 
2020 has shown us many things. But one absolute is how important open spaces are to our
community. To be more clear, undeveloped open spaces. Many of our open spaces saw an
increase of 400% this spring and early summer. This data alone shows how irreplaceable these
spaces are to ALL of the community. Hamblen Park is one of these unique places. A small
pocket of undeveloped wild land for our kids, adults and elderly to explore on the upper South
Hill.  
 
We have other appropriate locations for this project. Honestly, we need to better consider
these projects when rezoning and increasing density in Spokane. We need to build wisely as a
community and incentivize developers to include these projects in their development plans
rather than take away large portions of our loved parks.
 
I believe that you will hear the community’s voice and love for this park. I believe that you will
reconsider and find a more suitable space for this project. A space that not only fits the
structural criteria but also the community’s.

Sincerely, 

Kirby and  Dr. Jenifer Walke
2652 E 40th Ave Spokane WA 99223
"Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot. Nothing is going to get better. It's not."
-Dr. Suess, The Lorax

mailto:mkwalke@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org


From: Jenifer Walke
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: No Water Tower in Hamblen Park
Date: Sunday, September 20, 2020 8:21:25 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Dear Spokane Parks Board,
 
My name is Claire and I am a 4th grader at Hamblen Elementary. I am writing to tell you why I like
Hamblen Park just the way it is. It’s a place where kids can run and learn how to ride their bikes on
the trails. I love being able to ride my bike from my house to the trails at Hamblen Park so I can go
mountain biking. I love mountain biking and was excited to share it with my friends and classmates
when we make a team next year and practice on the trails in the park. We already have enough
playgrounds in our area and don’t need another one. We like Hamblen Park because it has flowers,
trees, and trails only. That is just as fun as a playground.
 
I like Hamblen because I can walk from my house to a forest and be in nature. The whole family can
enjoy the trails there, and we like to ride and walk through it after school on our way home. I also
see a lot of other people walking their dogs in the park and it would be sad if they didn’t have as
much space to go for walks there anymore either. My Girl Scout troop sometimes has outdoor
meetings at Hamblen Park because it is one of the only forested parks in our part of the city. We love
spending time doing activities together in our community forest park. It would not be the same with
a big water tower, fencing, and playground. Please find a different place for the tower.
 
The water tower and playground would also ruin the habitat for many animals that make their home
in this ecosystem. There isn’t very much habitat for animals in the city and this is an important area
for them, even the creepy crawly bugs that I don’t really like but they are important and all need a
home, too.
 
Thank you for your attention to my wishes to preserve Hamblen Park and not putting the water
tower in that location.
 
Sincerely,
Claire W.
Hamblen Elementary 4th Grader

mailto:walkejb@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org


From: Dawn Carraway
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Wilkerson, Betsy; Beggs, Breean; Engineering Services High System Tank
Cc: hartsem@hotmail.com
Subject: Save Hamblen Park
Date: Sunday, September 20, 2020 6:54:08 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

All,
In a word, no, I do not support construction of a 100-foot water tower in Hamblen Park!
I have walked my dogs throughout this park for 27 years. During all four seasons of the year,I have witnessed many
wonderful events. Things ranging from, family portraits, senior pictures, celebrations of all kinds around the picnic
area, kids learning to mountain bike, families walking together, beginning hikers, cross country skiing/snow
shoeing, classes teaching various nature studies and of course many other dog walkers.

There has been an increased building of apartments and homes in this area of the south hill. Which means we need
to preserve our public open spaces now more than ever.

Please consider the popularity and importance of Hamblen Park to our neighborhood. I urge you to consider
alternative locations for this water tower.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Dawn C. Carraway

Sent from my iPad

mailto:carraway.dawn@gmail.com
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From: lawar333@gmail.com
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Wilkerson, Betsy; Beggs, Breean; Engineering Services High System Tank
Subject: Hamblen Water Tower
Date: Sunday, September 20, 2020 6:27:52 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Hello,
As home owners within a block of Hamblen Park, we implore you not to install this water tower. Hamblen Park is
its own little retreat from the city, in the middle of the city. It’s where our children go to ride their bikes and play in
nature; it’s where we go as a family to escape the stress of life, to be in nature and to feel re-connected. This Park
has restored peace and calm to my mind and soul during trauma. The untouched nature is what makes it so healing
and beautiful.

The beauty of the Park is one of the great draws as to why our family of six enjoys the area so much, going on daily
walks to the Park. It’s an integral part of our lives.

As a beekeeper, Hamblen Park is extremely important to the survival of my bees. Due to the natural habitat, my bees
(and other bees) thrive in our area because of this Park. The early spring flowers provide food and forage for them,
without having to go far. The open area provides a safe place to forage and fly. We produce some of the largest
honey crops because of this. Putting a water tower in will destroy part of their natural foraging area and put them at
risk.

The beauty of this area is what brought us here. Please don’t ruin our backyard with this eyesore. There is plenty of
space by where all the new construction is going in that caused the need for this; please don’t destroy our quaint
neighborhood and beautiful park that so many depend on for the natural beauty and benefits it provides.
Thank you,
Larissa Warren
509.919.1343

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:lawar333@gmail.com
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From: Sheri Engelken
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: water tower in Hamblen "park"
Date: Monday, September 21, 2020 7:48:05 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

I think Hamblen “Park" is pretty much a disgusting mess.  The city doesn’t take care of it as a park.  There are no
dog poop bags in the dispenser, nor is the trash receptacle for used poop bags below the dispenser ever emptied.  So
the park is full of trash and dog shit to the point that it’s really just a mess to even try to walk through.  It’s obvious
that the city doesn’t deem this a “real” park or treat it like one.  It’s pretty much just a wild wooded space with a
maze of dirt (mud in wet weather) trails and lots of trash & dog poop.  We have a dog and walk him by Hamblen
park (but never through it) almost every day.  So in my opinion, a water tower in the middle of this mess would
probably be an improvement.  And we do need the water tower for our neighborhood.

Sheri Engelken (she/her)
sjengelken@comcast.net
509.995.2658

mailto:sjengelken@comcast.net
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org


From: Andy Wittwer
To: Engineering Services High System Tank; Beggs, Breean; Wilkerson, Betsy; Kinnear, Lori; Clarke, Pamela
Subject: Hamblen Tower a reasonable plan
Date: Monday, September 21, 2020 7:53:39 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Good Morning -

I appreciate the work you all have done on determining a location for the South Hill water
tower. I grew up pulling dandelions and hunting grasshoppers in the Hamblen park and my
daughters will both graduate as Hamblen Huskies! I have fond feelings for the grounds.

That said, looking over the requirements, that location seems to make the most sense. I hope
the surrounding area can be kept as a place where we can continue to walk, bike, and hunt
grasshoppers. Thanks for your time!

Andy Wittwer
3617 S Smith St, Spokane, WA 99223
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From: Maureen Goins
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Wilkerson, Betsy; Beggs, Breean
Subject: Hamblen Park water tower
Date: Friday, September 18, 2020 10:34:51 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

We just received notice that the City of Spokane is planning to construct a 100-foot water tower in
Hamblen Park.
 
We strongly oppose this.
 
Hamblen Park has long been a refuge for city dwellers to enjoy a natural setting. Every day there are
walkers, joggers and dog people enjoying its beauty.  There is already a large water tower just two

blocks away on 37th, and to construct a 100-foot tower in the middle of this park—and adjacent to
the school—is just nuts.
 
I sincerely hope feedback from concerned citizens can make a difference. Thank you for providing
this opportunity for input.
 
Maureen and Bob Goins
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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From: Marcia Milani
To: Beggs, Breean
Cc: lkinnear@sopokanecity.org; Clarke, Pamela
Subject: Hamblen water tank
Date: Monday, September 21, 2020 10:55:28 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

I am in favor if the tank in Hamblen Park. It is a small footprint. As with many things we eventually don’t notice
them

Thank you
Marcia Milani

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Carolyn Fealk
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Wilkerson, Betsy; Beggs, Breean
Subject: NO to Hamblen Park Water Tower
Date: Monday, September 21, 2020 8:23:09 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Hello,

I am distrubed that the City of Spokane is considering removing park land from its citizens to
build a water tower. I'm also saddened by the thought of the negative changes to Hamblen
Park a water tower will cause, and there is no plan for replacement of the lost park land. This
sets a dangerous precedent. Once a water tower is built there, what will keep the city from
selling off the park at a future time?

Spokane is experiencing tremendous growth and the need for parks will increase as the
population increases and more vacant land is developed.  As evidenced by the COVID-19
situation, open space and parks are needed by citizens more than ever. This is due to the fact
that regular and vulnerable populations may not go to other establishments to recreate. 

Hamblen Park is a unique city park, in the fact that it is unkempt and natural. It feels like a
hike, yet is in a neighborhood. It provides the joy of wandering through woods on trails. The
water tower is obtrusive and will impact the quality of Hamblen Park. The sight of the tower
itself and removal of trees will destroy the ambience the park currently provides.

I am most concerned about the removal of the park land, as it is highly unlikely for it to ever
be restored or replaced. We must save our park land for the current and future generations.

I say "NO" to a water tower in Hamblen Park.

Sincerely,

Carolyn Fealk

mailto:cfealk@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
mailto:lkinnear@spokanecity.org
mailto:bwilkerson@spokanecity.org
mailto:bbeggs@spokanecity.org


From: btorgerson62@gmail.com
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Wilkerson, Betsy; Beggs, Breean; Engineering Services High System Tank
Subject: Hamblen Park Preservation
Date: Monday, September 21, 2020 7:52:45 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Hello,
I am writing as a concerned citizen about the preservation of the plant biodiversity and wildlife in Hamblen Park.
We love that it is one of the most natural parks on South Hill. We spend a lot of our time walking there, including
daily walks. We see a variety of wildlife there, including wild turkeys and raccoons. We have seen coyotes on
Crestline and Lee, so assume they use the park at night, too. We love the Arrow Leaf Balsam Root and the Service
Berries as well as the Ponderosa Pines. As most of our neighbors are cutting down their pines (our street saw the
removal of at least five big pines this year alone), the remaining Ponderosa Pines in Hamblen Park become even
more important to our environment. Please keep them—and keep them healthy.

If you must put another water tank on South Hill, Hazel Creek is a much better choice for two reasons. 1) There is
little biodiversity in terms of native planes there.Thanks to former cultivation, it is basically just a patch of weeds
with a few large willow trees. In terms of biodiversity of plant life, it is not worth preserving beyond the water shed
drain system. 2) With Hazal Creek being on the back side of Ferris, fewer people in the neighborhood are directly
affected. Much fewer.

Hamblen Park was created as part of the Spokane Park system with the idea that roughly half of it would be
preserved in its natural state. The footprint of the water tank and its maintenance road would dramatically reduce its
beauty and functionality as a natural retreat for Spokane citizens, those living in the neighborhood and beyond.

Please save Hamblen Park for posterity! Sometimes the “quick” solution is good only in the short-term. Please think
long-term. Both my daughters (ages 11 & 14) agree. They feel they “own” this park as it is. They are forever taking
friends who visit to the park, too. Think of future kids.

Thank you!

Sincerely,

Beth Torgerson

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:btorgerson62@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
mailto:lkinnear@spokanecity.org
mailto:bwilkerson@spokanecity.org
mailto:bbeggs@spokanecity.org
mailto:eraeshst@spokanecity.org


From: Gwenn Kubik
To: Kinnear, Lori; Clarke, Pamela; Wilkerson, Betsy; Beggs, Breean; Engineering Services High System Tank
Subject: Hamblen Park Water Tower
Date: Monday, September 21, 2020 7:36:12 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

We have lived across from Hamblen Park for 31 years and have loved the natural beauty of the park.  We
walk it daily and enjoy all the seasons.  Putting in a water tower will destroy this park in so many ways. 
Please look at other locations that might be less invasive to our natural parks. 

David and Gwenn Kubik 

mailto:gdkubik@yahoo.com
mailto:lkinnear@spokanecity.org
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
mailto:bwilkerson@spokanecity.org
mailto:bbeggs@spokanecity.org
mailto:eraeshst@spokanecity.org


From: Michael Soss
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: New South Hill Water Tank
Date: Monday, September 21, 2020 2:43:21 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Attn: Pamela Clark
Spokane Parks Board

Regarding the proposed Water Tank:

We have lived at our current address for 44 years, enjoying the undeveloped Hamblen Park which is across the street
from us.  This natural park is enjoyed by many from the early spring flowering until the falling of the leaves.  Now
we hear that a water tower is being planned.  Don’t build it in Hamblem Park and change the natural beauty of the
park.  Please build it where it is needed to service new apartments and homes, much further south.

Another item noted on the “Public Meeting Notice” is the sentence that says, “Project would include funding for
City park upgrades within the neighborhood”.  Hidden within this sentence are upgrades to somewhere that are not
described.  Please let us know what is being planned for our neighborhood.

Sincerely,

Michael “Mick” Soss
3708 S. Napa St.
Spokane, WA 99203
509-455-8746

mailto:aplsoss@comcast.net
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org


From: Mark Muelheim
To: Kinnear, Lori; Clarke, Pamela; Wilkerson, Betsy; Beggs, Breean; Engineering Services High System Tank;

Engineering Services High System Tank
Subject: Hamblen Park Water Tower
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 11:35:35 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Hello,
I’m voicing my opinion that I oppose the location of the tower and request that it be located in a
commercially zoned area to avoid the obvious impacts on the Hamblen neighborhood.
 
I’ve lived nearby on S. Helena for 20+ years, we have 3 kids that went to Hamblen Elementary and
we’ve frequented the park for years with pets and kids.
 
Good luck with the project, wherever it’s built.
 
Mark Muelheim
c. 509-951-1991
 

mailto:muelheim@comcast.net
mailto:lkinnear@spokanecity.org
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
mailto:bwilkerson@spokanecity.org
mailto:bbeggs@spokanecity.org
mailto:eraeshst@spokanecity.org
mailto:eraeshst@spokanecity.org


From: Austin Zimmerman
To: Clarke, Pamela; Beggs, Breean; Kinnear, Lori; Engineering Services High System Tank
Subject: Water tower in Hamblen Park
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 9:03:43 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

﻿Hello,

I’m a Hamblen neighborhood resident and I’m writing to let you know I oppose
the city’s plan to construct a water tower in Hamblen Park.

Hamblen Park is one of the few untouched natural areas in the neighborhood and
enjoyed by many residents. The 31st and Napa or Garden Park locations seem
much more appropriate. The garden park site already has existing tank tower and
seems like the most logical location to add a tank. With limited parks and natural
areas in the city we should ensure we preserve the areas we haven’t already
impacted with construction. Construction of a water tower in Hamblen park
would negatively impact the neighborhood in many ways including but not
limited to; disturbing natural ecosystems, eliminating trees, harming wildlife,
birds and native plants, reducing home values, obstructing the site lines/views,
and irreversibly damaging a previously undisturbed area. If you truly believe in
Spokane’s slogan “Near Nature, Near perfect” you should work to preserve these
natural areas.  I implore the city council and city leadership to select an alternative
location. 

Please provide additional information on how the hamblen park location was
selected, what alternative locations have been investigated, and why the city
would choose to disturb one of the few remaining natural areas on the South Hill. 

Regards,
Austin Zimmerman

mailto:zimmerab@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
mailto:bbeggs@spokanecity.org
mailto:lkinnear@spokanecity.org
mailto:eraeshst@spokanecity.org


From: Maxine G Lammers
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: FW: Water Tower in Hamblen Park
Date: Thursday, September 24, 2020 1:01:56 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Re-sending… I entered your e-mail incorrectly the first time.
 

From: Maxine G Lammers 
Sent: Thursday, September 24, 2020 12:42 PM
To: highsystemtank@spokanecity.org
Cc: pclark@spokanecity.org; lkinnear@spokanecity.org; bbeggs@spokanecity.org; Craig Lammers
<clammers@multicare.org>
Subject: Water Tower in Hamblen Park
 
Greetings,
 
I’ll begin by saying “thank you!” to the City staff and planners who provided information for
and presented in the two virtual public meetings. Although I’m not excited about a water
tower blocks from my home, I am willing to acquiesce based on the need and the due
diligence that has been undertaken.
 
The survey did not have an open comment section so I wanted to say more about why I’m
advocating for park improvements:

1.     Usability - It has never been an attractive park and regardless of what some
may say, its use is pretty limited. Improvements would provide an oasis that
opens the door to many more activities, including by Hamblen Elementary
students. A section designated for native plants could add a teaching
component.

2.     Fire Danger – Sadly, as our climate changes, we may be one arsonist away
from a disaster on a windy day – high winds, a fire and burning embers,
along with the wind that a fire creates, could decimate the neighborhood.
Has the City considered asking the fire department for its opinion? They may
see park improvements as essential to fire suppression since wind storms
have become more common (and given what we are seeing in other western
communities).

 
No response is needed. Thank you for the opportunity to weigh-in.
 
Maxine G. Lammers

th

mailto:mlammers@whitworth.edu
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org


1822 E. 36  Ave
(509) 953-7791
 
 



From: Bee You Organics
To: Spokane Parks and Recreation
Subject: Hamblen Park
Date: Thursday, September 24, 2020 9:23:43 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

﻿
﻿To Whom It May Concern,

Hamblen Park is a natural habitat for our native pollinators. Installing a water tower here will
disrupt the environment and have devastating effects. 

As the owner of a registered apiary in an extremely close proximity to the park, this structure
will disrupt the flight path, disorient the honeybees and cause them to lose their way home,
resulting in death. 

Structures of this size don’t naturally appear in short times in  nature and cause confusion and
death. The many birds that fly overhead would also meet the same fate, “thunking” into a
water tower and falling to their death. If you’ve never heard the sound of this, it’s loud and
distressing. 

We chose this area because of the close proximity to the natural habitat of the park. It makes
foraging and pollinating easier for our pollinators, who already need all the help they can get
to survive and a great space where our four children are growing up. 

Not only would our pollinators be affected, so would our community health. Numerous
studies, reports and finding conclude that... “Spending time outdoors, especially in
green spaces, is one of the fastest ways to improve your health
and happiness. It's been shown to lower stress, blood pressure and heart
rate, while encouraging physical activity and buoying mood and mental
health.” Time Magazine  Feb 28, 2019

Putting a water tower in the park will create an eyesore and detachment from nature and the
resulting positive effects. 

Please don’t destroy this natural habitat. Hamblen Park is a refuge in the city and helps
maintain a healthy environment for all in our community. 

Thank you,
Larissa Warren
Bee You Organics
509.919.1343

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:customerservice@beeyouorganics.com
mailto:spokaneparks@spokanecity.org


From: Simeon Mills
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; bwilkerson@spokanescity.org; Beggs, Breean; Engineering Services High System

Tank
Subject: Please keep Hamblen Park natural
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 5:17:00 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

To City of Spokane,

Hamblen Park is an unassuming treasure and a beautiful part of so many residents' days in our
neighborhood. Because of its natural trails and flowers and trees, it feels like an escape from
the surrounding city. I don't know that I've ever NOT seen another person strolling through--
people walking dogs, kids zooming around on bikes, folks taking a short walk through in the
middle of their workday. The place has character. Its character is the natural environment. A
water tank would ruin the feel of this special place--so special because it feels untouched.
Please consider relocating plans for the tank to a spot that is not known for this natural
beauty. 

Our entire neighborhood would be so grateful. 

A concerned resident, Simeon Mills
2223 E. 36th Ave

mailto:simsammills@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
mailto:lkinnear@spokanecity.org
mailto:bwilkerson@spokanescity.org
mailto:bbeggs@spokanecity.org
mailto:eraeshst@spokanecity.org
mailto:eraeshst@spokanecity.org


From: rosalynn keeney
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Engineering Services High System Tank; Beggs, Breean
Subject: South Hills High System Water Tank
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 4:14:56 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

To city council,
I’m very against a water tower being put into Hamblen park!!!!!!!!!!
Most residents who live in this area use this park daily and sometimes numerous times a day to walk dogs, walk kids
or ride bikes and to explore. Hamblen school uses it for science adventures.
There is no need to improve it and add bathrooms or trails since those that use it live near by And have bathrooms
and love it for what it currently is. We are already experiencing homeless vagrants on the south hill and adding a
bathroom will encourage them to park themselves there and make us no longer feel safe to use.  The trails are also
the way people like them and give a mountain feel within the city.
There is already a water tower a block away and don’t see why that can’t be improved or expanded and is set back
out of residents way. Putting one in Hamblen park will also be a giant eye sore and ruin the beautiful views we have.
There are other places it could go that wouldn’t be right in the middle of residents and ruin the beauty they currently
see and enjoy daily.
Again very against this and don’t want it to ruin what is currently our  treasured adventure space within a block of
our home.
Thank you,
Roz Nix

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:rozkeeney@yahoo.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
mailto:lkinnear@spokanecity.org
mailto:eraeshst@spokanecity.org
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From: RICHARD VAN ORDEN Owner
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Engineering Services High System Tank; Beggs, Breean
Subject: Hamblen Park Water T
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 2:52:00 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

We are writing in support of the Hamblen Park location for a new water tower.  Our
support for this location is based on the many ways this site satisfies the technical
requirements for a new water tower.  The location is city owned and has minimal
construction impediments.  Keeping costs low with minor adverse impacts in the
neighborhood is of benefit to all residents on the south side of the city.  

We also support Council Member Kinnear's proposal for the use of the new water
tower as an art mural.  This mural could be revised on a scheduled basis to allow for
new installations every 7 or ten years.

Given the impact on Hamblen Park, we recommend that the proposed site at 31st
and Napa be preserved as a natural park space that offsets the loss of space in
Hamblen Park.  

We look forward to the water tower project strengthening the water system in our
neighborhood.

Richard and Diane Van Orden
2211 E. 34th Ave

 

mailto:rd.vanorden@centurylink.net
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
mailto:lkinnear@spokanecity.org
mailto:eraeshst@spokanecity.org
mailto:bbeggs@spokanecity.org


From: Laura Hill
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: Water tower
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 2:50:53 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Please please please do not build a water tower in Hamblen park. We walk through it every day and enjoy the beauty
of the park with our dogs and son. It is a very popular place and I’m sure there are other spots that would not require
the decimation of a natural area. We need to preserve the park. Please and thank you.
Laura

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:laurahill24@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org


From: Mimi Ross
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: Hamblen Park water tower
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 1:42:42 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Hello Pamela,

I live at 2305 E. 39th Avenue, just a block away from Hamblen Park, and am very concerned
about the proposed water tower. The impact on the natural beauty of the area will be
exponential. The park will never be the same, and I anticipate increased littering and even
crime. 

The founders of Spokane set aside Lands for parks in the early days of City planning; we are
so fortunate they had such such foresight! It is in the best interest of all to keep these spaces
dedicated as per the original intention. Hamblen Park is such a glorious natural area, which so
benefits be all of its neighbors, as well as the flora and fauna. 

The primary reasons we moved here were The beauty of Hamblen Park, and the adjacent
elementary school. Please reconsider the placement of the water tower. The cheapest solution
is most often not the best solution, and definitely not in this case. 

Respectfully, 

Mimi Ross
Brian Behler
2305 E 39th Ave, 
Spokane, WA 99223
509.981.2895

-- 
Mimi Ross Blank
Tiles by Mimi

mailto:tilemuralsbymimi@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
http://www.tilesbymimi.com/


From: D M <95556ca@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, September 25, 2020 5:47 AM
To: Spokane Parks and Recreation <spokaneparks@spokanecity.org>
Subject: Hamblen Park

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Please do NOT build a water tank in our park…We do not want the beauty of the park ruined by such a horrible
idea.

This is not a good location and was rejected by the city not long ago…Why now does the city think its ok?

This is not wanted by the residents in the area and is not needed.

This sounds like a SCAM by the city…what is the real reason to add a tank? Is there a builder who wants to
develop?

Please do not approve this.

mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org


From: Yan Densmore
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Beggs, Breean; Engineering Services High System Tank; Berberich, Taylor
Subject: Preserve Hamblen Park - No Water Tank!
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 9:37:11 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Thanks to all that responded to my previous message regarding my opposition to the Hamblen water tank. After
listening to the Community presentation on 9/22 and submitting my survey answers I wanted to reach out to this
group again and express my concerns and reiterate the neighborhood's opposition to the Hamblen Park Water
Tower. The presentation led by Utilities was biased towards their need to solve an infrastructure issue and
deferred to the Hamblen location because of cost and the misleading assumption that it will have less of
an impact on the neighborhood residents. I say that assumption is misleading because it did not take into
account the amount of people that use this park daily, the value of natural areas in our communities,  and
lacked  any sort of construction staging/phasing plan that would impact the surrounding street frontages. 

While there is always a need for city infrastructure maintenance, improvement and
development to keep up with our growing needs, this seems to be a complete
overreach by the group responsible for selecting the location. I appreciate the desire
to have a site that provides for ease of construction and cost savings, but our City’s
founders had the foresight to protect parks from the rest of the city operations as a
way to protect against this type of encroachment. The Comstock neighborhood has
taken measures to head off any new development on the High Drive Bluff and
Comstock Park. The Hamblen Park location should be given that consideration as
well. 

I am not just concerned with temporary impacts from Construction. The value of
natural areas or undeveloped parks in our communities is something we can not take
for granted. The city did a site selection in 2018, and rejected Hamblen Park at that
time. Hamblen Park was not the best option for the location of a water tank in 2018, and it is
not the best option today!

I implore the city and key decision makers involved in selecting this new tank location
to choose another site. 

Thanks,

Yan Densmore

mailto:densmore46@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
mailto:lkinnear@spokanecity.org
mailto:bbeggs@spokanecity.org
mailto:eraeshst@spokanecity.org
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From: Yan Densmore
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Beggs, Breean; Engineering Services High System Tank; Berberich, Taylor
Subject: Preserve Hamblen Park - No Water Tank!
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 9:37:11 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Thanks to all that responded to my previous message regarding my opposition to the Hamblen water tank. After
listening to the Community presentation on 9/22 and submitting my survey answers I wanted to reach out to this
group again and express my concerns and reiterate the neighborhood's opposition to the Hamblen Park Water
Tower. The presentation led by Utilities was biased towards their need to solve an infrastructure issue and
deferred to the Hamblen location because of cost and the misleading assumption that it will have less of
an impact on the neighborhood residents. I say that assumption is misleading because it did not take into
account the amount of people that use this park daily, the value of natural areas in our communities,  and
lacked  any sort of construction staging/phasing plan that would impact the surrounding street frontages. 

While there is always a need for city infrastructure maintenance, improvement and
development to keep up with our growing needs, this seems to be a complete
overreach by the group responsible for selecting the location. I appreciate the desire
to have a site that provides for ease of construction and cost savings, but our City’s
founders had the foresight to protect parks from the rest of the city operations as a
way to protect against this type of encroachment. The Comstock neighborhood has
taken measures to head off any new development on the High Drive Bluff and
Comstock Park. The Hamblen Park location should be given that consideration as
well. 

I am not just concerned with temporary impacts from Construction. The value of
natural areas or undeveloped parks in our communities is something we can not take
for granted. The city did a site selection in 2018, and rejected Hamblen Park at that
time. Hamblen Park was not the best option for the location of a water tank in 2018, and it is
not the best option today!

I implore the city and key decision makers involved in selecting this new tank location
to choose another site. 

Thanks,

Yan Densmore

mailto:densmore46@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
mailto:lkinnear@spokanecity.org
mailto:bbeggs@spokanecity.org
mailto:eraeshst@spokanecity.org
mailto:tberberich@spokanecity.org


From: Heather Stewner
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: Re: Hamblen Park
Date: Thursday, October 01, 2020 8:47:53 AM
Attachments: image002.png

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Gosh the meeting is scheduled during working hours for the convenience of I’m guessing
whom ever is running meeting. Thanks Pamela appreciate your quick response. 

Sent from Heather’s iPad

On Thursday, October 1, 2020, 7:25 AM, Clarke, Pamela <pclarke@spokanecity.org> wrote:

Good morning, Heather,

 

I certainly understand your concern and appreciate you taking the time to share
your thoughts relating to Engineering Services’ survey.

 

I anticipate you’ll be hearing from Karin Janssen with Engineering Services
soon, as she can best address how this survey was created/presented.

 

This project will only come before the Park Board if there is a recommendation
from that department that the tower be placed on park property.

 

The Park Board will be discussing the project at its 3:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 8,
board meeting. We welcome you to join this virtual WebEx meeting by calling
408-418-9388 and provide the access code 146 053 7275 when prompted.

 

Please let me know if you have any questions.

 

Pamela Clarke | Clerk IV | City of Spokane Parks &
Recreation |

Desk: 509.625.6241| Cell: 509.319.0842 |
SpokaneParks.org

mailto:heather.stewner3@yahoo.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/?.src=iOS
http://www.spokaneparks.org/
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From: Heather Stewner <heather.stewner3@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 01, 2020 7:05 AM
To: Engineering Services High System Tank <eraeshst@spokanecity.org>;
Clarke, Pamela <pclarke@spokanecity.org>
Subject: Hamblen Park

 

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Your whole survey was skewed for choosing Hamblen park. You just talk foot
print, just what will be dug up, Direction of digging, maintenance building.  You
leave all this out. Just speak of money somethings are more important than
money. If you have known a water tank was needed years ago money put aside
since the original purchase of land you can’t build on.?  Has that been sold to put
towards new tank.?  I don’t like that you hold money as your scare tactic. We
have to pay for everything. You never talked with citizens when you purchased
original land for water tank. No transparency on your part. Now shoving using
Hamblen Park. Poor business tactics , continue to sweeten the deal so more
acceptable. Really 

Heather
Sent from Heather’s iPad

https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/?.src=iOS


From: Heather Stewner
To: Engineering Services High System Tank; Clarke, Pamela
Subject: Hamblen Park
Date: Thursday, October 01, 2020 7:05:02 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Your whole survey was skewed for choosing Hamblen park. You just talk foot print, just what
will be dug up, Direction of digging, maintenance building.  You leave all this out. Just speak
of money somethings are more important than money. If you have known a water tank was
needed years ago money put aside since the original purchase of land you can’t build on.?  Has
that been sold to put towards new tank.?  I don’t like that you hold money as your scare tactic.
We have to pay for everything. You never talked with citizens when you purchased original
land for water tank. No transparency on your part. Now shoving using Hamblen Park. Poor
business tactics , continue to sweeten the deal so more acceptable. Really 

Heather
Sent from Heather’s iPad

mailto:heather.stewner3@yahoo.com
mailto:eraeshst@spokanecity.org
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/?.src=iOS


From: Jan Oliver
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Beggs, Breean; highsystemtan@spokanecity.org; Mayor
Subject: SAVE HAMBLEN PARK
Date: Monday, October 05, 2020 8:01:17 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

I have recently found that Hamblen park is registered in the National Register of Historic
Places. It was part of the Olmstead Park System of Spokane Wa. Origins of American Park
Development, Landscape, Architecture, and City Planning< Frederick Law Olmstead and the
Olmstead brothers the City Beautiful Movement. 1906-1908.
This was filed in 2013 by Ann Marie Doyon MHP, Architectural Historian with the A.D.
Preservation organization. 
Hamblen Park was part of the Gorge park system of natural parks. I am pleading with the
board to reconsider the destruction of this historic site. I believe it would be violating the
national preservation of historical places mandate. I am sending a copy of this letter to the
mayor and the governor. I ask that you stop proceedings until at least after the up
coming elections. 
I would like to also reiterate that there are at least 3 properties on the south side of 37th across
from Ferris high school, that are total dumps and an eyesore to drive by daily. I suggest
offering them a suitable location, to park their 12 cars, boat and bus. Maybe in the backwoods
somewhere. 
I have included the laws below that protect places like Hamblen park and strongly suggest you
look elsewhere and obey the laws.

The Antiquities Act of 1906 provides for the protection of historic, prehistoric, and scientific
features located on federal lands. It authorizes the President to designate as National
Monuments historic and natural resources of national significance located on federally owned
or controlled land. The Secretaries of the Interior, Agriculture and Defense are authorized to
issue permits for archaeological investigations on lands under their control to recognized
educational and scientific institutions for the purpose of systematically and professionally
gathering data of scientific value.
        http://www.cr.nps.gov/local-law/anti1906.htm

The National Park Service Act of 1916 establishes the National Park Service to manage our
nation's parks and to "conserve the scenery and the natural and historic objects and the wild
life therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such a manner and by such a
means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations."

The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended establishes a program for the
preservation of historic properties throughout the United States. It created the National
Register of Historic Places, State Historic Preservation Offices and the Section 106 Review
Process.
        http://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/FHPL_HistPrsrvt.pdf

The Historic Sites Act of 1935 established as a national policy to preserve for public use of
historic sites, buildings and objects. This act led to the eventual establishment within the
National Park Service of the Historic Sites Survey, the Historic American Building Survey
(HABS), the Historic American Engineering Record (HAER), and the National Historic
Landmarks Program.

mailto:oliverj08@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
mailto:lkinnear@spokanecity.org
mailto:bbeggs@spokanecity.org
mailto:highsystemtan@spokanecity.org
mailto:mayor@spokanecity.org
http://www.cr.nps.gov/local-law/anti1906.htm
http://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/FHPL_HistPrsrvt.pdf


        http://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/FHPL_HistSites.pdf
-- 
With Calmpassion,
jan

http://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/FHPL_HistSites.pdf
http://thebest1-2punchrecipes.blogspot.com/


From: Mark W Safranek
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Beggs, Breean; Engineering Services High System Tank
Subject: Hamblen Park water tower
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2020 12:18:27 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Just wanted to register our support for the proposed water tower at Hamblen Park.  If we indeed need more storage
capacity in the neighborhood the park seems like as good a location as any.  We were not enthusiastic about the
previously proposed location up on the rocks near Martin and 30th.  A tower at the center of Hamblen Park would
be much less conspicuous we believe.

Thanks,

Mark & Barb Safranek
2315 E 34th

mailto:msafranek@comcast.net
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
mailto:lkinnear@spokanecity.org
mailto:bbeggs@spokanecity.org
mailto:eraeshst@spokanecity.org


Count me and my neighbors as a NO on the project to build a water tank in a Park next to a school-

Hamblen. 

 

Don Saffle 

Retired teacher 



From: djdutt
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: Hamblin Park water tower
Date: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 10:31:17 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

We live at 2022 E. Thurston and all front windows (kitchen, living room, master bedroom) all
directly face the park where the tank would be.  AWFUL!! Have lived here 30 years and have
seen so many people walk in and enjoy that small park.  We and many other neighbors always
hoped the park would someday be updated with lawn, park benches and tables.  
The worst and most unthinkable option would be a giant water tower spoiling all views for all
around the park. 
Why not consider upper Lincoln Park loop for the tower?  There surely are many options not
right in the middle of a neighborhood.

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

mailto:djdutt@comcast.net
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org


From: Comstock NHC Chair
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Beggs, Breean; Wilkerson, Betsy; Engineering Services High System Tank;

Vorderbrueggen, Al; Spell, Angel
Cc: Terryl Black
Subject: Water tower proposed for Hamblen Park
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2020 2:47:21 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

While there is always the need for City infrastructure maintenance, improvement and 
development to keep up with our growing needs this seems to be a complete overreach by 
the City. I appreciate the desire to have a site that provides for ease of construction and 
cost savings but our City's founders had the foresight to separate Parks from the rest of the 
City operations as a way to protect against this type of encroachment. The Comstock 
Neighborhood Council last year had to pass a resolution against Verizon who was staking 
out sites along the High Drive Bluff (a City park) to install brand new cell phone towers. The 
resolution also included Comstock Park as residents wanted to head off any future attempt 
at this location as well. Our current City ordinances restrict that type of infrastructure 
installment unless there are no other alternatives. This placement should be considered 
from that viewpoint as well. Many times doing the right thing is not the easiest nor most cost 
effective. The Southgate/Lincoln Heights neighborhoods seem to be on the current hit list of 
park encroachment with this project as well as the "land swap" to try and shoehorn in a new 
library at 29th and Ray recently. I have encouraged everyone who appreciates the sanctity 
of our beautiful parks, both developed and natural, to send in their feedback as well. John 
Schram, Comstock Neighborhood Council Co-Chair  

mailto:comstockneighborhoodcouncil@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
mailto:lkinnear@spokanecity.org
mailto:bbeggs@spokanecity.org
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mailto:avorderbrueggen@spokanecity.org
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mailto:terrylb@comcast.net


From: Sherri Stockman
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: Hamblen water tower
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2020 3:05:33 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

I urge you to work against the construction of this water tower in Hamblen Park. This park is used by everyone in
the neighborhood. It is a beautiful, wild park. It’s also quite small. Putting a water reservoir of this size in that park
will absolutely decimated. This is not what parks are for. Please consider going back to the original site considered.
Thank you.

Sherri Stockman
Sent from my iPad

mailto:sherrilynnstock@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org


From: GMAIL
To: Clarke, Pamela; Beggs, Breean; Kinnear, Lori; Engineering Services High System Tank
Subject: Preserve Hamblen Park - no water tank.
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2020 5:38:25 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Hello,

I’m a Hamblen neighborhood resident and I’m writing to let you know I oppose the city’s plan to construct a water
tower in Hamblen Park.

Hamblen Park is one of the few untouched natural areas in the neighborhood and enjoyed by many residents. The
31st and Napa or Garden Park locations seem much more appropriate. The garden park site already has existing tank
tower and seems like the most logical location to add a tank. With limited parks and natural areas in the city we
should ensure we preserve the areas we haven’t already impacted with construction. Construction of a water tower
in Hamblen park would negatively impact the neighborhood in many ways including but not limited to; disturbing
natural ecosystems, eliminating trees, harming wildlife, birds and native plants, reducing home values, obstructing
the site lines/views, and irreversibly damaging a previously undisturbed area. If you truly believe in Spokane’s
slogan “Near Nature, Near perfect” you should work to preserve these natural areas.  I implore the city council and
city leadership to select an alternative location.

Please provide additional information on how the hamblen park location was selected, what alternative locations
have been investigated, and why the city would choose to disturb one of the few remaining natural areas on the
South Hill.

Regards,

Yan Densmore

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:densmore46@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
mailto:bbeggs@spokanecity.org
mailto:lkinnear@spokanecity.org
mailto:eraeshst@spokanecity.org


From: Heather Stewner
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: Save Hamblen park
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 7:24:47 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Saving our NATURAL PARK is so important. How else will youngsters ever get to see the process of land that gets
to go through its natural process of changing seasons. This park is right in our Neighborhood so close to just
observe, walk through enjoy.
Personally, I walk the park daily. Snow in the winter where the quiet peaceful place gives us solace, parents pulling
sleds with the little ones excited to be in snow, Spring when the green begins. The WILD flowers which no other
park has. The emerging of the buttercup the first to show its color, the fresh air that smells of spring.   An array of
wild flowers bloom till August, when the heat brings on the wonderful smell of the Ponderosa Pins. The smells are
year round. The Ponderosas that will be removed are the largest, oldest ones in the park!  These cannot be
replaced!!   Please consider the living giants that are still left growing , living through the current adversity,
droughts, rains, all of them deserve to continue living. Save our NATURAL PARK PLEASE consider the
environmental VALUE. Our wild flowers will never be replaced either. Once the soil is interrupted they will not
return.

Sent from Heather's iPod

mailto:heather.stewner3@yahoo.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org


From: R.A.L .
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Beggs, Breean; Engineering Services High System Tank
Subject: Proposed water tower
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 4:56:14 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Hello Spokane Parks Board, Parks Board City Council and City Council President,
 
As a resident of Spokane’s South Hill since 1973, I can unequivocally say that the proposed water

tower in Hamblen Park forest is the WRONG idea.   I’ve lived on 38th & Napa and currently live on

34th & Helena.    There is already a water tower on 37th & Crestline – so why can’t the second water
tower be built adjacent or in the same vicinity as the land is fenced as city property?
 
To ruin MORE natural parks is simply the wrong move to make.  Please listen to all the residents who
use Hamblen Park for walks to enjoy what little natural land we have left.    We’re already losing
natural land being destroyed to build more houses, apartments & offices in the “Garden District” on

34th & Crestline.  The loss of habitat is home to deer, rabbits, quail, birds and trees.   To destroy
Hamblen Park is destruction for the present and future forever.
 

Please do NOT proceed and reconsider building the 2nd water tower adjacent to the current one on

37th Ave  (north side) north of Crestline or another location that won’t be so damaging to our
neighborhoods.
 
Thank you for listening,
 
Rachel & Tim Devlin

1508 E 34th Ave
509.624.0198
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
 

mailto:Ralhope@msn.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
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mailto:eraeshst@spokanecity.org
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986


From: Heather Stewner
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: Re: Save Hamblen park
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 8:29:03 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Yes, another aspect that bothers me. It was the only reason that I bought my house on Napa ,
37 th. A Natural Park that was donated to the City to stay as a Natural Park.  Thinking it would
never be in jeopardy of being developed.  It brought solace to my family.  Through the 13
years that I have lived here.  Now that we are the most livable city currently every little space
is up for grabs. We are developing beyond our capacity. All the little special places are getting
devoured. As I was told by the City Engineer, I will still be able to walk in the park, who
walks under a 100 ft water tower?  We are going to beautify the park. Sorry it’s perfect just the
way it is. NATURAL

Sent from Heather’s iPad

On Wednesday, September 16, 2020, 7:38 PM, Clarke, Pamela <pclarke@spokanecity.org> wrote:

Good afternoon,

Thank you for taking the time to share your opinion relating to the Hamblen Park
water tower. Your email has been forwarded to the Park Board and the Parks
Director. 

I'm hopeful you will continue to reach out to us with any concerns or thoughts
you have regarding your parks.

Kindest regards.

Pamela Clarke | Clerk IV | City of Spokane Parks & Recreation |
Desk: 509.625.6241| Cell: 509.319.0842 | SpokaneParks.org

-----Original Message-----
From: Heather Stewner <heather.stewner3@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 7:23 AM
To: Clarke, Pamela <pclarke@spokanecity.org>
Subject: Save Hamblen park

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Saving our NATURAL PARK is so important. How else will youngsters ever get
to see the process of land that gets to go through its natural process of changing
seasons. This park is right in our Neighborhood so close to just observe, walk

mailto:heather.stewner3@yahoo.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/?.src=iOS
mailto:heather.stewner3@yahoo.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org


through enjoy.
Personally, I walk the park daily. Snow in the winter where the quiet peaceful
place gives us solace, parents pulling sleds with the little ones excited to be in
snow, Spring when the green begins. The WILD flowers which no other park has.
The emerging of the buttercup the first to show its color, the fresh air that smells
of spring.  An array of wild flowers bloom till August, when the heat brings on
the wonderful smell of the Ponderosa Pins. The smells are year round. The
Ponderosas that will be removed are the largest, oldest ones in the park!  These
cannot be replaced!!  Please consider the living giants that are still left growing ,
living through the current adversity, droughts, rains, all of them deserve to
continue living. Save our NATURAL PARK PLEASE consider the
environmental VALUE. Our wild flowers will never be replaced either. Once the
soil is interrupted they will not return.

Sent from Heather's iPod



Subject: Reasons NOT to construct a Hamblen Park Water Tower 

 

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender] 

 

Attention:  Scott Simmons and Pamela Clarke 

 

We do not know what the requirements are for situating a new water, but 

 

WHAT WE DO KNOW FOLLOWS: 

 

The park serves children and families from all around the neighborhood and 

beyond. 

A friend drove all the way from the West Plains to walk with me there in the early 

days of the pandemic.  The salsify was in full bloom, and we both couldn't 

believe just how beautiful it was to walk through and criss cross all the various 

paths, which clearly show regular use. 

 

The proposed Water Tower would NEGATIVELY affect the whole environment for 

everyone. 

 

Concerns:  Destruction of natural habitat well established for the 40+ years 

we've been here 

 

               a possible covenant on the park's donation but, according to the parks 

department, 

               there are no codes, covenants or restrictions associated the with 

Hamblen Park property deed 

               that would prohibit the construction of a water tower. 

 

               EVEN SO, a donation however many years ago certainly did not/could 

not take into account 

               the possibility of a future water tower bedbug built there, nor its 

drawbacks: 

 

               ***years of natural area greatly reduced 

               ***reduction of and lack of continuity to the existing space. 

               ***introduction of cell phone towers, which many believe send out 

harmful radio waves 

               ***notable reduction to the serenity and solitude (aesthetics) of the 

park 

               ***no matter what the city would erect, there would be graffiti, and 

then a need to paint it over 

               ***in addition to the graffiti, there certainly could be other vandalism 

brought in due to a reported 



                   lack of fence, and how high and ugly would such a fence have to 

be, IF . . . . . 

               ***not to mention some kind of vehicle access to get to the water 

tower, cutting out more area and 

                   facilitating more vehicles or more fences. 

               ***there is simply NOTHING that the City Park Department could do do 

offset the loss of ALL of the above. 

 

When we moved in to our house in Dec. 1977, we inherited a water tower 

directly across the street.  Many changes have occurred there, but it was and is 

city property designated especially for and only for the water tower. 

And YES, the cell phone towers have invaded, but there is no other real change, 

except a small city brick building. 

Aesthetically, it has remained the same for almost 43 years.  Oh, and there's one 

more thing:  the water tower across the street from our house is on higher 

ground than the surrounding area.  Hamblen Park is essentially FLAT. 

 

Thank you in advance for seriously considering the above reasons for NOT 

constructing a water tower at Hamblen Park, 

 

Marilyn and Henry Reimann 

 
 



From: paultiesse@msn.com
Subject: Hamblen Park water tower
Date: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 8:15:48 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

My name is Paul Tiesse. My parents built our house in 1958 near 38th and Helena. I bought
the house from them in 1993. I'm sure
I don't need to tell you this "park" has basically been ignored since its conception. But you
know we are use to it and we like the way it is.
We realize with the new development north of the park that may be a reason why a water
tower is being placed in this area. Over the years we have sacificed many of the green spaces
to development. There is nothing wrong with development and the people who own the land
have the right to sell it to whomever for whatever purposes.

But this is city owned and still is a safe space for nature and people. Although not as private as
the area that will becomes houses etc if you walk it there is still a lot of nature that calls
Hamblen home. But just as important,  the hundreds of people that use its' trails everyday
enjoy the natural look of Hamblen Park. The city is and needs to grow but it still needs to
remember our green spaces are just as important. 

There are other possiblities for this water tower and since the neigborhood has been patient
with the parks department for over 50 years I hope the city and parks department will
remember us as they make a decision.
Any questions or concerns please feel free to contact me.

Thank you for your consideration.

Paul Tiesse
Marvin Reguindin
Gio & Harley

1607 East 38th Ave
Spokane, WA 

mailto:paultiesse@msn.com


From: William Browand
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: water tower
Date: Friday, September 18, 2020 3:30:49 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Dear Ms Clarke,

I have a few concerns regarding the construction of a water tower in Hamblen Park.

According to the maps provided on the internet, the tank would be placed directly in front of
my home, 3825 S. Crestline St.  This tower would negatively affect the visual enjoyment of
the park for not only myself but the entire block of residents living on Crestline.  In addition,
my property would drop in value.

FAQ stated that there would be a replacement of removed trees with at least a 1:1 replacement
ratio.  Would the replacement trees be of a suitable height to help reduce the visual shock of
the tower or inconsequential seedlings?

How long would it take to paint the water tower, say a green color to blend in with the
surroundings and would graffiti be cleaned in a timely manner?

It is a stretch to say the tank would be 350' from my home.  What happens if the tank
ruptures?  It would be a devastation to surrounding homes not to mention Hamblen
Elementary School if it's in session.

My hope is that the City of Spokane continues to explore other possible avenues on which the
water tower could be constructed.

Thank you

Mary Browand
(509) 954-7685

mailto:wkbrowand@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org


From: RICK WESTRICK
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: No water tower at Hamblen!
Date: Saturday, September 19, 2020 8:44:33 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Hi Pamela, 

I'm Rick Westrick, one of hundreds (probably thousands) of residents who visit the
Hamblen Park Natural Area on a regular basis--I walk my dog there two to three times
per day.

I'm asking you to help prevent the City from building a water tower on this property--it
will forever change the area, and ruin a great deal of it.  There are
other locations where the tower can be built--please leave this wonderful space
alone.  There are so few spaces such as this one left in Spokane.

Please help us, Pamela,

Rick Westrick

mailto:rickwestrick@comcast.net
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org


From: Carol Ellis
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Beggs, Breean; Engineering Services High System Tank
Subject: Hamblen Park water tank
Date: Friday, September 18, 2020 2:14:39 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

On these grounds, as a 28 year user, I ask the city to consider an alternate site for the new
water tank:

1) The concept that Hamblen, as a natural park, has "vacant land" is erroneous.  Native
Ponderosas, balsam root, service berries and other typical vegetation species are prevalent. 
With no water expense.  Plus trails and a covered area.

2) Hamblen Park does not have debris problems from drug paraphernalia, garbage, or even
dog droppings.  Hamblen is low maintenance BECAUSE we locals take care of it. No dog fights,
no gun fights, no assaults. Check the records. 

3) If the city takes the pipeline up Ray Street to Ferris High School, they can create a safe
home and an alternate route which makes major water pipe problems dividable.  The city's
elevation quotes for Hamblen Park and Ferris at the prior City Zoom presentation were
erroneous: Ferris is at an equivalent elevation to Hamblen Park, not '400' feet higher.

4) Local folks realized the Lincoln Heights Garden site (Sonneland's) was ill-suited. Please listen
to us now!

Thank-you, 

Carol Ellis
2015 E. 36th
Spokane, WA. 99203
509 533 0587

mailto:carolellisspokane@hotmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
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From: Betsy Johnson
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Wilkerson, Betsy; Beggs, Breean; Engineering Services High System Tank
Subject: Proposed Water Tank at Hamblen Park
Date: Sunday, September 20, 2020 9:59:18 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

In 2013 the City did a major water line replacement that replaced water lines that now run
south from the water tank at Garden Park on East 37th Ave, south on Stone Street, west on
39th Ave, then turned south on Lee Street, west on Thurston and then south on Crestline Street
to 57th Ave.  We  were told that that line was to implement water for homes in the South end
of Spokane and that none of us that were located on these streets would receive any water
from this line.

My question is why is it necessary to have another water tank so close to the one in Garden
Park on East 37th Avenue.  There are many homes bordering Hamblen Park that would
consider this tank an unsightly addition.  It is also the only park in this area where neighbors
can walk their dogs and families and feel like they are in the woods!  I do understand the park
could use some improvements as during this very dry summer it has been a big worry that a
fire could destroy it and all that surrounds it including Hamblen Grade School.  There are still
many downed trees that have not been removed from the wind storm of 2015 that could be a
real danger.

Where exactly is the water from this tank supposed to go.  If it is to go further south for all the
new apartments  then I suggest you find a place further south than Hamblen  Park.  WE
DON'T WANT IT IN HAMBLEN PARK!!  It would mean more construction and more torn
up streets to place the water lines where there are already water lines in place. 

What is the cost of doing this? 

Thank you for your consideration,

Elizabeth A Johnson
3831 South Stone Street
Spokane, WA 99223

mailto:betsyeaj@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
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From: Connie W Scott
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: proposed Water Tower in Hamblen Park
Date: Sunday, September 20, 2020 11:20:35 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

 
 
Greetings, Pamela Clarke --
I’m writing to anyone I can who is involved with the review of the proposed High System
Water Tank in Hamblen Park.
 

I have lived at 1921 E 37th since May 2002 (18 years) across the street kitty corner from
Hamblen Park. My daughter attended Hamblen Elementary when she was a child. My husband
and I have been planning our retirement. We recently decided we’d stay right here in this
home when we retire in a few years, near neighbors who’ve become family and in this
neighborhood that we love.
 
I probably have more of a vested interest in this proposed development than most – certainly
more than those of you who will be making the decision. I would see the proposed water
tower and its blinking lights from the window here above my desk where I’m typing this letter
right now. My husband and I live within range of any water / flood problems that could arise.
We have friends who live across the street from the park on all sides.
 
I walk our dog every day. I used to have the option of walking in the “wild area” owned by Dr.
Sonneland that’s now under development by Greenstone. For 18 years, I divided my walks
between that Sonneland greenspace and Hamblen Park. I understand that the City didn’t own
Sonneland’s land and so it’s not your fault that the neighbors in this part of Spokane lost one
of the finest greenspaces in the city. No matter whose “fault,” we lost that greenspace all the
same.
 
This means all we have now for a neighborhood greenspace is Hamblen Park. I walk in the
park daily (except for this past smokey week) and see many neighbors walking with their dogs
or children or by themselves for a stroll every single day I’m there. It’s a high-use park.
 
I have read the FAQs sheet from the City website and the reasons the City continues to
consider this location. I oppose the High System Water Tank’s placement in Hamblen Park
for the following reasons:  
 

1.     When we went to hearings about the Greenstone project, we learned the city
planned to put in a water tower on the basalt ridge in the greenspace near the

mailto:conniewscott@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org


Greenstone development. Now we learn that site is not feasible. I suspect the city
planners knew this all along, even during those Greenstone hearings. I believe the City
knew this proposed site was not feasible. Reading over the chart that explains why a
variety of alternate locations are not suitable, it’s clear the City knows the specific
needs of a water tower, and that basalt ridge wasn’t ever a viable option.
 
2.     I believe you did a bait and switch, similar to what happened when Spokanites

voted to fund the renovations of Jefferson Elementary School on Grand and 37th. We
thought we voted to fund a renovation of the existing school. Once those funds were
in hand, the City said, Oh, we’re going to build a NEW school, right here, adjacent to
many homes in the neighborhood that didn’t have a school across the street from it
when these people bought their homes and lived in them for many years. Is this the
City’s modus operandi? Bait and switch? At least a foregone conclusion? The City
already had their minds made up before they opened the floor during a council
meeting to the nearby residents who’d prepared extensive visuals to present. It was a
foregone conclusion and those residents wasted their time and effort.
 
3.     This is shoddy city representation of the public interest. In my neighborhood, not
only have we lost a greenspace with hiking trails, we’re also having to accommodate
“230 residential units and upwards of 70,000 square feet of commercial space” in our
neighborhood and a low estimate of an additional 250 new car trips on our
neighborhood roads each morning and 200 during peak evening hours (citing a
Spokesman Review article info). Now, city planners want to defile the only greenspace
we Hamblen residents have left with an audacious 100-foot tall water tower with
blinking lights.

 
4.     I find these words hollow, as seen on your public announcement posters that are in
Hamblen Park now: “[the] Project would include funding for City park upgrades within
the neighborhood.”

 
Wait, what? What other parks “within the neighborhood”?! There are NO OTHER
PARKS within the neighborhood! The nearest parks are all more than a mile from
Hamblen, not within easy walking distance, many across busy streets: Thornton
Murphy (1.1 miles), Lincoln (1.2), Manito (1.8), and Comstock (1.9). Whatever
“upgrades” you make to those parks WILL NOT IMPACT HAMBLEN RESIDENTS.  
 
5.     The Hamblen school representatives have not expressed their approval of this
project, at least not publicly, and according to your FAQ. Your FAQ states, “School
officials are aware of this proposal,” and I assume the FAQ would have included that
the school reps support or approve of the proposal, if it were so. Some of us who

fought against the opening of Crestline to 57th during the Greenstone hearings were



motivated out of wanting to keep the children safe during drop offs and pick ups, that
bring families and babes-in-arms into the surrounding streets. Having a 100-foot water
tower hanging over the school playground and nearby classrooms does not feel safe.
 
6.     I feel unrepresented by the city and our neighborhood reps. My Hamblen
neighborhood is getting the short shrift. I wish you would care.
 

My opinion about the 2 best options, after I’ve studied the info on your website and the FAQ
sheet:

1.     Put the tower in the Greenstone development on 31st and Napa, or close to
Southeast Blvd. They’ve got lots of space, and it won’t be something NEW shoved
down their throats or hovering over their homes after they’ve lived in them for years.
The new residents would buy their homes with full knowledge that there’s a water
tower within the development.
 

2.     Make the space near the water tower on 37th and Stone work. The argument
against this space is the weakest of all the options you’ve investigated. You say the site
is too small and the site is not level? Make the necessary construction adjustments.
You say the site is adjacent to existing homes? So? there’s already a water tower
adjacent to existing homes, so this argument is nullified.

 
Put the water tower in one of these locations, and leave our small park -- our only greenspace
-- alone, please.

 
Thank you for listening to my concerns. I’ll be at the online meeting Tuesday night.
 
Connie Wasem Scott



From: Rolf Goetzinger
To: Beggs, Breean; Kinnear, Lori; Wilkerson, Betsy; Clarke, Pamela; Twohig, Kyle
Subject: Hamblen Water Tower
Date: Monday, September 21, 2020 7:46:32 AM
Attachments: IMG_2036.HEIC

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

All,
This may seem strange as you may expect a negative response to the proposed tank. But as I
have created murals and blended landscapes scenes on water tanks for 25 years, I can offer a
solution to a desired outcome for everyone involved. Please take a look at my web site
www.artistbrothers.com for the tank murals. 

A pedestal tank is more challenging to hide, but a standpipe such as the ones I have attached
would offer a better surface area to hide.

I am part of the neighborhood, near Hamblen, that is how I received emails about the
upcoming public meeting.

I would be happy to share my thoughts and water districts that have gotten positive feedback
from the public.

I look forward to hearing your response to this idea.

Rolf

Rolf Goetzinger
Artist
509-891-0627
Email: rolfgoetzinger@gmail.com
Web: www.artistbrothers.com

mailto:rolfgoetzinger@gmail.com
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mailto:bwilkerson@spokanecity.org
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From: Kelly Puzio
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Wilkerson, Betsy; Beggs, Breean; Engineering Services High System Tank
Subject: Planned Water Tower - Hamblen Park
Date: Monday, September 21, 2020 7:44:00 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Dear City Council and Spokane Officials,

I do not support the proposed water tower project in Hamblen Park.  I
live near that area and would prefer to protect that green space for
neighbors to enjoy.  The city should develop the previously planned
area, where other major construction will be occurring or find another
suitable location.

Be well,
Kelly

mailto:kgpuzio@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
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From: Tammy Cronrath <Mitam1985@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 9:46 PM
To: Clarke, Pamela <pclarke@spokanecity.org>; Kinnear, Lori <lkinnear@spokanecity.org>; Beggs, 
Breean <bbeggs@spokanecity.org>
Subject: Hamblen Park

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Dear Elected City Officials,

As a long time resident of the Hamblen Park area I was devastated to hear the city would sink 
so low as to take away a vital and natural part of our community. We have already lost so 
much with the devastation of our lovely wooded area and the threat of a water tower in 
beautiful and natural Hamblen Park is simply too much to take. My dog and I have walked 
daily in that park for years and so do hundreds of other residents in the area. All the wildlife 
pushed out of by the new development have fled to Hamblen Park looking for habitat to 
survive in. There are other areas in which to build a water tower, please do not desecrate 
what is left of our beautiful neighborhood and community. It is time to listen to those of us 
who live there, those people who voted to put you in your position and make a good decision. 
Our future happiness depends upon it.

Sincerely,

Tammy R Cronrath

mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
mailto:Mitam1985@hotmail.com
http://www.spokaneparks.org/
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From: Steven Sherman
To: Clarke, Pamela
Cc: Kinnear, Lori
Subject: High System Water Tank in Hamblen
Date: Sunday, September 20, 2020 12:15:36 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Please preserve our local park for future generations to enjoy.

Installing a water tank in this park reduces the land area significantly resulting in less natural space for an increasing
population.
As high density housing consumes more natural land - Hamblen Park is even more important as a local natural place
for humanity to find peace in nature.

Saving money by installing a water tank in one of the only remaining natural areas comes at a much higher cost for
people and their need for tranquility.

There is no replacement for nature, please install the water tank in a location that allows for Hamblen Park to remain
whole and complete.

Steven Sherman
1926 East 36th Ave.
Spokane

mailto:ssman1722@yahoo.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
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From: Kirby walke
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: Hamblen Park-Absolutely no water tower
Date: Sunday, September 20, 2020 8:24:17 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Dear Pamela Clark,

Hamblen Park bears the name of one of Spokane’s greatest park advocates and was never
intended to house infrastructure projects such as the proposed water tower. Having this land
be traded for park improvements can never be met with an equal price. Access to open spaces
carries a price tag that no man or city can define.
 
2020 has shown us many things. But one absolute is how important open spaces are to our
community. To be more clear, undeveloped open spaces. Many of our open spaces saw an
increase of 400% this spring and early summer. This data alone shows how irreplaceable these
spaces are to ALL of the community. Hamblen Park is one of these unique places. A small
pocket of undeveloped wild land for our kids, adults and elderly to explore on the upper South
Hill.  
 
We have other appropriate locations for this project. Honestly, we need to better consider
these projects when rezoning and increasing density in Spokane. We need to build wisely as a
community and incentivize developers to include these projects in their development plans
rather than take away large portions of our loved parks.
 
I believe that you will hear the community’s voice and love for this park. I believe that you will
reconsider and find a more suitable space for this project. A space that not only fits the
structural criteria but also the community’s.

Sincerely, 

Kirby and  Dr. Jenifer Walke
2652 E 40th Ave Spokane WA 99223
"Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot. Nothing is going to get better. It's not."
-Dr. Suess, The Lorax

mailto:mkwalke@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org


From: Jenifer Walke
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: No Water Tower in Hamblen Park
Date: Sunday, September 20, 2020 8:21:25 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Dear Spokane Parks Board,
 
My name is Claire and I am a 4th grader at Hamblen Elementary. I am writing to tell you why I like
Hamblen Park just the way it is. It’s a place where kids can run and learn how to ride their bikes on
the trails. I love being able to ride my bike from my house to the trails at Hamblen Park so I can go
mountain biking. I love mountain biking and was excited to share it with my friends and classmates
when we make a team next year and practice on the trails in the park. We already have enough
playgrounds in our area and don’t need another one. We like Hamblen Park because it has flowers,
trees, and trails only. That is just as fun as a playground.
 
I like Hamblen because I can walk from my house to a forest and be in nature. The whole family can
enjoy the trails there, and we like to ride and walk through it after school on our way home. I also
see a lot of other people walking their dogs in the park and it would be sad if they didn’t have as
much space to go for walks there anymore either. My Girl Scout troop sometimes has outdoor
meetings at Hamblen Park because it is one of the only forested parks in our part of the city. We love
spending time doing activities together in our community forest park. It would not be the same with
a big water tower, fencing, and playground. Please find a different place for the tower.
 
The water tower and playground would also ruin the habitat for many animals that make their home
in this ecosystem. There isn’t very much habitat for animals in the city and this is an important area
for them, even the creepy crawly bugs that I don’t really like but they are important and all need a
home, too.
 
Thank you for your attention to my wishes to preserve Hamblen Park and not putting the water
tower in that location.
 
Sincerely,
Claire W.
Hamblen Elementary 4th Grader

mailto:walkejb@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org


From: Dawn Carraway
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Wilkerson, Betsy; Beggs, Breean; Engineering Services High System Tank
Cc: hartsem@hotmail.com
Subject: Save Hamblen Park
Date: Sunday, September 20, 2020 6:54:08 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

All,
In a word, no, I do not support construction of a 100-foot water tower in Hamblen Park!
I have walked my dogs throughout this park for 27 years. During all four seasons of the year,I have witnessed many
wonderful events. Things ranging from, family portraits, senior pictures, celebrations of all kinds around the picnic
area, kids learning to mountain bike, families walking together, beginning hikers, cross country skiing/snow
shoeing, classes teaching various nature studies and of course many other dog walkers.

There has been an increased building of apartments and homes in this area of the south hill. Which means we need
to preserve our public open spaces now more than ever.

Please consider the popularity and importance of Hamblen Park to our neighborhood. I urge you to consider
alternative locations for this water tower.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Dawn C. Carraway

Sent from my iPad

mailto:carraway.dawn@gmail.com
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From: lawar333@gmail.com
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Wilkerson, Betsy; Beggs, Breean; Engineering Services High System Tank
Subject: Hamblen Water Tower
Date: Sunday, September 20, 2020 6:27:52 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Hello,
As home owners within a block of Hamblen Park, we implore you not to install this water tower. Hamblen Park is
its own little retreat from the city, in the middle of the city. It’s where our children go to ride their bikes and play in
nature; it’s where we go as a family to escape the stress of life, to be in nature and to feel re-connected. This Park
has restored peace and calm to my mind and soul during trauma. The untouched nature is what makes it so healing
and beautiful.

The beauty of the Park is one of the great draws as to why our family of six enjoys the area so much, going on daily
walks to the Park. It’s an integral part of our lives.

As a beekeeper, Hamblen Park is extremely important to the survival of my bees. Due to the natural habitat, my bees
(and other bees) thrive in our area because of this Park. The early spring flowers provide food and forage for them,
without having to go far. The open area provides a safe place to forage and fly. We produce some of the largest
honey crops because of this. Putting a water tower in will destroy part of their natural foraging area and put them at
risk.

The beauty of this area is what brought us here. Please don’t ruin our backyard with this eyesore. There is plenty of
space by where all the new construction is going in that caused the need for this; please don’t destroy our quaint
neighborhood and beautiful park that so many depend on for the natural beauty and benefits it provides.
Thank you,
Larissa Warren
509.919.1343

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:lawar333@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
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From: Sheri Engelken
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: water tower in Hamblen "park"
Date: Monday, September 21, 2020 7:48:05 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

I think Hamblen “Park" is pretty much a disgusting mess.  The city doesn’t take care of it as a park.  There are no
dog poop bags in the dispenser, nor is the trash receptacle for used poop bags below the dispenser ever emptied.  So
the park is full of trash and dog shit to the point that it’s really just a mess to even try to walk through.  It’s obvious
that the city doesn’t deem this a “real” park or treat it like one.  It’s pretty much just a wild wooded space with a
maze of dirt (mud in wet weather) trails and lots of trash & dog poop.  We have a dog and walk him by Hamblen
park (but never through it) almost every day.  So in my opinion, a water tower in the middle of this mess would
probably be an improvement.  And we do need the water tower for our neighborhood.

Sheri Engelken (she/her)
sjengelken@comcast.net
509.995.2658

mailto:sjengelken@comcast.net
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org


From: Andy Wittwer
To: Engineering Services High System Tank; Beggs, Breean; Wilkerson, Betsy; Kinnear, Lori; Clarke, Pamela
Subject: Hamblen Tower a reasonable plan
Date: Monday, September 21, 2020 7:53:39 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Good Morning -

I appreciate the work you all have done on determining a location for the South Hill water
tower. I grew up pulling dandelions and hunting grasshoppers in the Hamblen park and my
daughters will both graduate as Hamblen Huskies! I have fond feelings for the grounds.

That said, looking over the requirements, that location seems to make the most sense. I hope
the surrounding area can be kept as a place where we can continue to walk, bike, and hunt
grasshoppers. Thanks for your time!

Andy Wittwer
3617 S Smith St, Spokane, WA 99223

mailto:andywittwer@gmail.com
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From: Maureen Goins
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Wilkerson, Betsy; Beggs, Breean
Subject: Hamblen Park water tower
Date: Friday, September 18, 2020 10:34:51 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

We just received notice that the City of Spokane is planning to construct a 100-foot water tower in
Hamblen Park.
 
We strongly oppose this.
 
Hamblen Park has long been a refuge for city dwellers to enjoy a natural setting. Every day there are
walkers, joggers and dog people enjoying its beauty.  There is already a large water tower just two

blocks away on 37th, and to construct a 100-foot tower in the middle of this park—and adjacent to
the school—is just nuts.
 
I sincerely hope feedback from concerned citizens can make a difference. Thank you for providing
this opportunity for input.
 
Maureen and Bob Goins
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
 

mailto:maureengoins54@outlook.com
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From: Marcia Milani
To: Beggs, Breean
Cc: lkinnear@sopokanecity.org; Clarke, Pamela
Subject: Hamblen water tank
Date: Monday, September 21, 2020 10:55:28 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

I am in favor if the tank in Hamblen Park. It is a small footprint. As with many things we eventually don’t notice
them

Thank you
Marcia Milani

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Carolyn Fealk
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Wilkerson, Betsy; Beggs, Breean
Subject: NO to Hamblen Park Water Tower
Date: Monday, September 21, 2020 8:23:09 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Hello,

I am distrubed that the City of Spokane is considering removing park land from its citizens to
build a water tower. I'm also saddened by the thought of the negative changes to Hamblen
Park a water tower will cause, and there is no plan for replacement of the lost park land. This
sets a dangerous precedent. Once a water tower is built there, what will keep the city from
selling off the park at a future time?

Spokane is experiencing tremendous growth and the need for parks will increase as the
population increases and more vacant land is developed.  As evidenced by the COVID-19
situation, open space and parks are needed by citizens more than ever. This is due to the fact
that regular and vulnerable populations may not go to other establishments to recreate. 

Hamblen Park is a unique city park, in the fact that it is unkempt and natural. It feels like a
hike, yet is in a neighborhood. It provides the joy of wandering through woods on trails. The
water tower is obtrusive and will impact the quality of Hamblen Park. The sight of the tower
itself and removal of trees will destroy the ambience the park currently provides.

I am most concerned about the removal of the park land, as it is highly unlikely for it to ever
be restored or replaced. We must save our park land for the current and future generations.

I say "NO" to a water tower in Hamblen Park.

Sincerely,

Carolyn Fealk

mailto:cfealk@gmail.com
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From: btorgerson62@gmail.com
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Wilkerson, Betsy; Beggs, Breean; Engineering Services High System Tank
Subject: Hamblen Park Preservation
Date: Monday, September 21, 2020 7:52:45 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Hello,
I am writing as a concerned citizen about the preservation of the plant biodiversity and wildlife in Hamblen Park.
We love that it is one of the most natural parks on South Hill. We spend a lot of our time walking there, including
daily walks. We see a variety of wildlife there, including wild turkeys and raccoons. We have seen coyotes on
Crestline and Lee, so assume they use the park at night, too. We love the Arrow Leaf Balsam Root and the Service
Berries as well as the Ponderosa Pines. As most of our neighbors are cutting down their pines (our street saw the
removal of at least five big pines this year alone), the remaining Ponderosa Pines in Hamblen Park become even
more important to our environment. Please keep them—and keep them healthy.

If you must put another water tank on South Hill, Hazel Creek is a much better choice for two reasons. 1) There is
little biodiversity in terms of native planes there.Thanks to former cultivation, it is basically just a patch of weeds
with a few large willow trees. In terms of biodiversity of plant life, it is not worth preserving beyond the water shed
drain system. 2) With Hazal Creek being on the back side of Ferris, fewer people in the neighborhood are directly
affected. Much fewer.

Hamblen Park was created as part of the Spokane Park system with the idea that roughly half of it would be
preserved in its natural state. The footprint of the water tank and its maintenance road would dramatically reduce its
beauty and functionality as a natural retreat for Spokane citizens, those living in the neighborhood and beyond.

Please save Hamblen Park for posterity! Sometimes the “quick” solution is good only in the short-term. Please think
long-term. Both my daughters (ages 11 & 14) agree. They feel they “own” this park as it is. They are forever taking
friends who visit to the park, too. Think of future kids.

Thank you!

Sincerely,

Beth Torgerson

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Gwenn Kubik
To: Kinnear, Lori; Clarke, Pamela; Wilkerson, Betsy; Beggs, Breean; Engineering Services High System Tank
Subject: Hamblen Park Water Tower
Date: Monday, September 21, 2020 7:36:12 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

We have lived across from Hamblen Park for 31 years and have loved the natural beauty of the park.  We
walk it daily and enjoy all the seasons.  Putting in a water tower will destroy this park in so many ways. 
Please look at other locations that might be less invasive to our natural parks. 

David and Gwenn Kubik 

mailto:gdkubik@yahoo.com
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From: Michael Soss
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: New South Hill Water Tank
Date: Monday, September 21, 2020 2:43:21 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Attn: Pamela Clark
Spokane Parks Board

Regarding the proposed Water Tank:

We have lived at our current address for 44 years, enjoying the undeveloped Hamblen Park which is across the street
from us.  This natural park is enjoyed by many from the early spring flowering until the falling of the leaves.  Now
we hear that a water tower is being planned.  Don’t build it in Hamblem Park and change the natural beauty of the
park.  Please build it where it is needed to service new apartments and homes, much further south.

Another item noted on the “Public Meeting Notice” is the sentence that says, “Project would include funding for
City park upgrades within the neighborhood”.  Hidden within this sentence are upgrades to somewhere that are not
described.  Please let us know what is being planned for our neighborhood.

Sincerely,

Michael “Mick” Soss
3708 S. Napa St.
Spokane, WA 99203
509-455-8746

mailto:aplsoss@comcast.net
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org


From: Mark Muelheim
To: Kinnear, Lori; Clarke, Pamela; Wilkerson, Betsy; Beggs, Breean; Engineering Services High System Tank;

Engineering Services High System Tank
Subject: Hamblen Park Water Tower
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 11:35:35 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Hello,
I’m voicing my opinion that I oppose the location of the tower and request that it be located in a
commercially zoned area to avoid the obvious impacts on the Hamblen neighborhood.
 
I’ve lived nearby on S. Helena for 20+ years, we have 3 kids that went to Hamblen Elementary and
we’ve frequented the park for years with pets and kids.
 
Good luck with the project, wherever it’s built.
 
Mark Muelheim
c. 509-951-1991
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From: Austin Zimmerman
To: Clarke, Pamela; Beggs, Breean; Kinnear, Lori; Engineering Services High System Tank
Subject: Water tower in Hamblen Park
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 9:03:43 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

﻿Hello,

I’m a Hamblen neighborhood resident and I’m writing to let you know I oppose
the city’s plan to construct a water tower in Hamblen Park.

Hamblen Park is one of the few untouched natural areas in the neighborhood and
enjoyed by many residents. The 31st and Napa or Garden Park locations seem
much more appropriate. The garden park site already has existing tank tower and
seems like the most logical location to add a tank. With limited parks and natural
areas in the city we should ensure we preserve the areas we haven’t already
impacted with construction. Construction of a water tower in Hamblen park
would negatively impact the neighborhood in many ways including but not
limited to; disturbing natural ecosystems, eliminating trees, harming wildlife,
birds and native plants, reducing home values, obstructing the site lines/views,
and irreversibly damaging a previously undisturbed area. If you truly believe in
Spokane’s slogan “Near Nature, Near perfect” you should work to preserve these
natural areas.  I implore the city council and city leadership to select an alternative
location. 

Please provide additional information on how the hamblen park location was
selected, what alternative locations have been investigated, and why the city
would choose to disturb one of the few remaining natural areas on the South Hill. 

Regards,
Austin Zimmerman

mailto:zimmerab@gmail.com
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From: Maxine G Lammers
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: FW: Water Tower in Hamblen Park
Date: Thursday, September 24, 2020 1:01:56 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Re-sending… I entered your e-mail incorrectly the first time.
 

From: Maxine G Lammers 
Sent: Thursday, September 24, 2020 12:42 PM
To: highsystemtank@spokanecity.org
Cc: pclark@spokanecity.org; lkinnear@spokanecity.org; bbeggs@spokanecity.org; Craig Lammers
<clammers@multicare.org>
Subject: Water Tower in Hamblen Park
 
Greetings,
 
I’ll begin by saying “thank you!” to the City staff and planners who provided information for
and presented in the two virtual public meetings. Although I’m not excited about a water
tower blocks from my home, I am willing to acquiesce based on the need and the due
diligence that has been undertaken.
 
The survey did not have an open comment section so I wanted to say more about why I’m
advocating for park improvements:

1.     Usability - It has never been an attractive park and regardless of what some
may say, its use is pretty limited. Improvements would provide an oasis that
opens the door to many more activities, including by Hamblen Elementary
students. A section designated for native plants could add a teaching
component.

2.     Fire Danger – Sadly, as our climate changes, we may be one arsonist away
from a disaster on a windy day – high winds, a fire and burning embers,
along with the wind that a fire creates, could decimate the neighborhood.
Has the City considered asking the fire department for its opinion? They may
see park improvements as essential to fire suppression since wind storms
have become more common (and given what we are seeing in other western
communities).

 
No response is needed. Thank you for the opportunity to weigh-in.
 
Maxine G. Lammers

th

mailto:mlammers@whitworth.edu
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org


1822 E. 36  Ave
(509) 953-7791
 
 



From: Bee You Organics
To: Spokane Parks and Recreation
Subject: Hamblen Park
Date: Thursday, September 24, 2020 9:23:43 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

﻿
﻿To Whom It May Concern,

Hamblen Park is a natural habitat for our native pollinators. Installing a water tower here will
disrupt the environment and have devastating effects. 

As the owner of a registered apiary in an extremely close proximity to the park, this structure
will disrupt the flight path, disorient the honeybees and cause them to lose their way home,
resulting in death. 

Structures of this size don’t naturally appear in short times in  nature and cause confusion and
death. The many birds that fly overhead would also meet the same fate, “thunking” into a
water tower and falling to their death. If you’ve never heard the sound of this, it’s loud and
distressing. 

We chose this area because of the close proximity to the natural habitat of the park. It makes
foraging and pollinating easier for our pollinators, who already need all the help they can get
to survive and a great space where our four children are growing up. 

Not only would our pollinators be affected, so would our community health. Numerous
studies, reports and finding conclude that... “Spending time outdoors, especially in
green spaces, is one of the fastest ways to improve your health
and happiness. It's been shown to lower stress, blood pressure and heart
rate, while encouraging physical activity and buoying mood and mental
health.” Time Magazine  Feb 28, 2019

Putting a water tower in the park will create an eyesore and detachment from nature and the
resulting positive effects. 

Please don’t destroy this natural habitat. Hamblen Park is a refuge in the city and helps
maintain a healthy environment for all in our community. 

Thank you,
Larissa Warren
Bee You Organics
509.919.1343

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:customerservice@beeyouorganics.com
mailto:spokaneparks@spokanecity.org


From: Simeon Mills
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; bwilkerson@spokanescity.org; Beggs, Breean; Engineering Services High System

Tank
Subject: Please keep Hamblen Park natural
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 5:17:00 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

To City of Spokane,

Hamblen Park is an unassuming treasure and a beautiful part of so many residents' days in our
neighborhood. Because of its natural trails and flowers and trees, it feels like an escape from
the surrounding city. I don't know that I've ever NOT seen another person strolling through--
people walking dogs, kids zooming around on bikes, folks taking a short walk through in the
middle of their workday. The place has character. Its character is the natural environment. A
water tank would ruin the feel of this special place--so special because it feels untouched.
Please consider relocating plans for the tank to a spot that is not known for this natural
beauty. 

Our entire neighborhood would be so grateful. 

A concerned resident, Simeon Mills
2223 E. 36th Ave

mailto:simsammills@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
mailto:lkinnear@spokanecity.org
mailto:bwilkerson@spokanescity.org
mailto:bbeggs@spokanecity.org
mailto:eraeshst@spokanecity.org
mailto:eraeshst@spokanecity.org


From: rosalynn keeney
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Engineering Services High System Tank; Beggs, Breean
Subject: South Hills High System Water Tank
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 4:14:56 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

To city council,
I’m very against a water tower being put into Hamblen park!!!!!!!!!!
Most residents who live in this area use this park daily and sometimes numerous times a day to walk dogs, walk kids
or ride bikes and to explore. Hamblen school uses it for science adventures.
There is no need to improve it and add bathrooms or trails since those that use it live near by And have bathrooms
and love it for what it currently is. We are already experiencing homeless vagrants on the south hill and adding a
bathroom will encourage them to park themselves there and make us no longer feel safe to use.  The trails are also
the way people like them and give a mountain feel within the city.
There is already a water tower a block away and don’t see why that can’t be improved or expanded and is set back
out of residents way. Putting one in Hamblen park will also be a giant eye sore and ruin the beautiful views we have.
There are other places it could go that wouldn’t be right in the middle of residents and ruin the beauty they currently
see and enjoy daily.
Again very against this and don’t want it to ruin what is currently our  treasured adventure space within a block of
our home.
Thank you,
Roz Nix

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:rozkeeney@yahoo.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
mailto:lkinnear@spokanecity.org
mailto:eraeshst@spokanecity.org
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From: RICHARD VAN ORDEN Owner
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Engineering Services High System Tank; Beggs, Breean
Subject: Hamblen Park Water T
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 2:52:00 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

We are writing in support of the Hamblen Park location for a new water tower.  Our
support for this location is based on the many ways this site satisfies the technical
requirements for a new water tower.  The location is city owned and has minimal
construction impediments.  Keeping costs low with minor adverse impacts in the
neighborhood is of benefit to all residents on the south side of the city.  

We also support Council Member Kinnear's proposal for the use of the new water
tower as an art mural.  This mural could be revised on a scheduled basis to allow for
new installations every 7 or ten years.

Given the impact on Hamblen Park, we recommend that the proposed site at 31st
and Napa be preserved as a natural park space that offsets the loss of space in
Hamblen Park.  

We look forward to the water tower project strengthening the water system in our
neighborhood.

Richard and Diane Van Orden
2211 E. 34th Ave

 

mailto:rd.vanorden@centurylink.net
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
mailto:lkinnear@spokanecity.org
mailto:eraeshst@spokanecity.org
mailto:bbeggs@spokanecity.org


From: Laura Hill
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: Water tower
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 2:50:53 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Please please please do not build a water tower in Hamblen park. We walk through it every day and enjoy the beauty
of the park with our dogs and son. It is a very popular place and I’m sure there are other spots that would not require
the decimation of a natural area. We need to preserve the park. Please and thank you.
Laura

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:laurahill24@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org


From: Mimi Ross
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: Hamblen Park water tower
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 1:42:42 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Hello Pamela,

I live at 2305 E. 39th Avenue, just a block away from Hamblen Park, and am very concerned
about the proposed water tower. The impact on the natural beauty of the area will be
exponential. The park will never be the same, and I anticipate increased littering and even
crime. 

The founders of Spokane set aside Lands for parks in the early days of City planning; we are
so fortunate they had such such foresight! It is in the best interest of all to keep these spaces
dedicated as per the original intention. Hamblen Park is such a glorious natural area, which so
benefits be all of its neighbors, as well as the flora and fauna. 

The primary reasons we moved here were The beauty of Hamblen Park, and the adjacent
elementary school. Please reconsider the placement of the water tower. The cheapest solution
is most often not the best solution, and definitely not in this case. 

Respectfully, 

Mimi Ross
Brian Behler
2305 E 39th Ave, 
Spokane, WA 99223
509.981.2895

-- 
Mimi Ross Blank
Tiles by Mimi

mailto:tilemuralsbymimi@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
http://www.tilesbymimi.com/


From: D M <95556ca@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, September 25, 2020 5:47 AM
To: Spokane Parks and Recreation <spokaneparks@spokanecity.org>
Subject: Hamblen Park

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Please do NOT build a water tank in our park…We do not want the beauty of the park ruined by such a horrible
idea.

This is not a good location and was rejected by the city not long ago…Why now does the city think its ok?

This is not wanted by the residents in the area and is not needed.

This sounds like a SCAM by the city…what is the real reason to add a tank? Is there a builder who wants to
develop?

Please do not approve this.

mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org


From: Yan Densmore
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Beggs, Breean; Engineering Services High System Tank; Berberich, Taylor
Subject: Preserve Hamblen Park - No Water Tank!
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 9:37:11 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Thanks to all that responded to my previous message regarding my opposition to the Hamblen water tank. After
listening to the Community presentation on 9/22 and submitting my survey answers I wanted to reach out to this
group again and express my concerns and reiterate the neighborhood's opposition to the Hamblen Park Water
Tower. The presentation led by Utilities was biased towards their need to solve an infrastructure issue and
deferred to the Hamblen location because of cost and the misleading assumption that it will have less of
an impact on the neighborhood residents. I say that assumption is misleading because it did not take into
account the amount of people that use this park daily, the value of natural areas in our communities,  and
lacked  any sort of construction staging/phasing plan that would impact the surrounding street frontages. 

While there is always a need for city infrastructure maintenance, improvement and
development to keep up with our growing needs, this seems to be a complete
overreach by the group responsible for selecting the location. I appreciate the desire
to have a site that provides for ease of construction and cost savings, but our City’s
founders had the foresight to protect parks from the rest of the city operations as a
way to protect against this type of encroachment. The Comstock neighborhood has
taken measures to head off any new development on the High Drive Bluff and
Comstock Park. The Hamblen Park location should be given that consideration as
well. 

I am not just concerned with temporary impacts from Construction. The value of
natural areas or undeveloped parks in our communities is something we can not take
for granted. The city did a site selection in 2018, and rejected Hamblen Park at that
time. Hamblen Park was not the best option for the location of a water tank in 2018, and it is
not the best option today!

I implore the city and key decision makers involved in selecting this new tank location
to choose another site. 

Thanks,

Yan Densmore

mailto:densmore46@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
mailto:lkinnear@spokanecity.org
mailto:bbeggs@spokanecity.org
mailto:eraeshst@spokanecity.org
mailto:tberberich@spokanecity.org


From: Yan Densmore
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Beggs, Breean; Engineering Services High System Tank; Berberich, Taylor
Subject: Preserve Hamblen Park - No Water Tank!
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 9:37:11 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Thanks to all that responded to my previous message regarding my opposition to the Hamblen water tank. After
listening to the Community presentation on 9/22 and submitting my survey answers I wanted to reach out to this
group again and express my concerns and reiterate the neighborhood's opposition to the Hamblen Park Water
Tower. The presentation led by Utilities was biased towards their need to solve an infrastructure issue and
deferred to the Hamblen location because of cost and the misleading assumption that it will have less of
an impact on the neighborhood residents. I say that assumption is misleading because it did not take into
account the amount of people that use this park daily, the value of natural areas in our communities,  and
lacked  any sort of construction staging/phasing plan that would impact the surrounding street frontages. 

While there is always a need for city infrastructure maintenance, improvement and
development to keep up with our growing needs, this seems to be a complete
overreach by the group responsible for selecting the location. I appreciate the desire
to have a site that provides for ease of construction and cost savings, but our City’s
founders had the foresight to protect parks from the rest of the city operations as a
way to protect against this type of encroachment. The Comstock neighborhood has
taken measures to head off any new development on the High Drive Bluff and
Comstock Park. The Hamblen Park location should be given that consideration as
well. 

I am not just concerned with temporary impacts from Construction. The value of
natural areas or undeveloped parks in our communities is something we can not take
for granted. The city did a site selection in 2018, and rejected Hamblen Park at that
time. Hamblen Park was not the best option for the location of a water tank in 2018, and it is
not the best option today!

I implore the city and key decision makers involved in selecting this new tank location
to choose another site. 

Thanks,

Yan Densmore

mailto:densmore46@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
mailto:lkinnear@spokanecity.org
mailto:bbeggs@spokanecity.org
mailto:eraeshst@spokanecity.org
mailto:tberberich@spokanecity.org


From: Heather Stewner
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: Re: Hamblen Park
Date: Thursday, October 01, 2020 8:47:53 AM
Attachments: image002.png

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Gosh the meeting is scheduled during working hours for the convenience of I’m guessing
whom ever is running meeting. Thanks Pamela appreciate your quick response. 

Sent from Heather’s iPad

On Thursday, October 1, 2020, 7:25 AM, Clarke, Pamela <pclarke@spokanecity.org> wrote:

Good morning, Heather,

 

I certainly understand your concern and appreciate you taking the time to share
your thoughts relating to Engineering Services’ survey.

 

I anticipate you’ll be hearing from Karin Janssen with Engineering Services
soon, as she can best address how this survey was created/presented.

 

This project will only come before the Park Board if there is a recommendation
from that department that the tower be placed on park property.

 

The Park Board will be discussing the project at its 3:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 8,
board meeting. We welcome you to join this virtual WebEx meeting by calling
408-418-9388 and provide the access code 146 053 7275 when prompted.

 

Please let me know if you have any questions.

 

Pamela Clarke | Clerk IV | City of Spokane Parks &
Recreation |

Desk: 509.625.6241| Cell: 509.319.0842 |
SpokaneParks.org

mailto:heather.stewner3@yahoo.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/?.src=iOS
http://www.spokaneparks.org/
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From: Heather Stewner <heather.stewner3@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 01, 2020 7:05 AM
To: Engineering Services High System Tank <eraeshst@spokanecity.org>;
Clarke, Pamela <pclarke@spokanecity.org>
Subject: Hamblen Park

 

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Your whole survey was skewed for choosing Hamblen park. You just talk foot
print, just what will be dug up, Direction of digging, maintenance building.  You
leave all this out. Just speak of money somethings are more important than
money. If you have known a water tank was needed years ago money put aside
since the original purchase of land you can’t build on.?  Has that been sold to put
towards new tank.?  I don’t like that you hold money as your scare tactic. We
have to pay for everything. You never talked with citizens when you purchased
original land for water tank. No transparency on your part. Now shoving using
Hamblen Park. Poor business tactics , continue to sweeten the deal so more
acceptable. Really 

Heather
Sent from Heather’s iPad

https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/?.src=iOS


From: Heather Stewner
To: Engineering Services High System Tank; Clarke, Pamela
Subject: Hamblen Park
Date: Thursday, October 01, 2020 7:05:02 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Your whole survey was skewed for choosing Hamblen park. You just talk foot print, just what
will be dug up, Direction of digging, maintenance building.  You leave all this out. Just speak
of money somethings are more important than money. If you have known a water tank was
needed years ago money put aside since the original purchase of land you can’t build on.?  Has
that been sold to put towards new tank.?  I don’t like that you hold money as your scare tactic.
We have to pay for everything. You never talked with citizens when you purchased original
land for water tank. No transparency on your part. Now shoving using Hamblen Park. Poor
business tactics , continue to sweeten the deal so more acceptable. Really 

Heather
Sent from Heather’s iPad

mailto:heather.stewner3@yahoo.com
mailto:eraeshst@spokanecity.org
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/?.src=iOS


From: Jan Oliver
To: Clarke, Pamela; Kinnear, Lori; Beggs, Breean; highsystemtan@spokanecity.org; Mayor
Subject: SAVE HAMBLEN PARK
Date: Monday, October 05, 2020 8:01:17 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

I have recently found that Hamblen park is registered in the National Register of Historic
Places. It was part of the Olmstead Park System of Spokane Wa. Origins of American Park
Development, Landscape, Architecture, and City Planning< Frederick Law Olmstead and the
Olmstead brothers the City Beautiful Movement. 1906-1908.
This was filed in 2013 by Ann Marie Doyon MHP, Architectural Historian with the A.D.
Preservation organization. 
Hamblen Park was part of the Gorge park system of natural parks. I am pleading with the
board to reconsider the destruction of this historic site. I believe it would be violating the
national preservation of historical places mandate. I am sending a copy of this letter to the
mayor and the governor. I ask that you stop proceedings until at least after the up
coming elections. 
I would like to also reiterate that there are at least 3 properties on the south side of 37th across
from Ferris high school, that are total dumps and an eyesore to drive by daily. I suggest
offering them a suitable location, to park their 12 cars, boat and bus. Maybe in the backwoods
somewhere. 
I have included the laws below that protect places like Hamblen park and strongly suggest you
look elsewhere and obey the laws.

The Antiquities Act of 1906 provides for the protection of historic, prehistoric, and scientific
features located on federal lands. It authorizes the President to designate as National
Monuments historic and natural resources of national significance located on federally owned
or controlled land. The Secretaries of the Interior, Agriculture and Defense are authorized to
issue permits for archaeological investigations on lands under their control to recognized
educational and scientific institutions for the purpose of systematically and professionally
gathering data of scientific value.
        http://www.cr.nps.gov/local-law/anti1906.htm

The National Park Service Act of 1916 establishes the National Park Service to manage our
nation's parks and to "conserve the scenery and the natural and historic objects and the wild
life therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such a manner and by such a
means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations."

The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended establishes a program for the
preservation of historic properties throughout the United States. It created the National
Register of Historic Places, State Historic Preservation Offices and the Section 106 Review
Process.
        http://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/FHPL_HistPrsrvt.pdf

The Historic Sites Act of 1935 established as a national policy to preserve for public use of
historic sites, buildings and objects. This act led to the eventual establishment within the
National Park Service of the Historic Sites Survey, the Historic American Building Survey
(HABS), the Historic American Engineering Record (HAER), and the National Historic
Landmarks Program.

mailto:oliverj08@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
mailto:lkinnear@spokanecity.org
mailto:bbeggs@spokanecity.org
mailto:highsystemtan@spokanecity.org
mailto:mayor@spokanecity.org
http://www.cr.nps.gov/local-law/anti1906.htm
http://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/FHPL_HistPrsrvt.pdf


        http://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/FHPL_HistSites.pdf
-- 
With Calmpassion,
jan

http://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/FHPL_HistSites.pdf
http://thebest1-2punchrecipes.blogspot.com/


From: Richard Sola
To: Clarke, Pamela
Subject: Proposed South Hill Water Tower
Date: Tuesday, October 06, 2020 9:55:55 AM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

I am opposed to the proposed water tower being placed in Hamblen Park for the following reasons:
 

1. Because of its natural setting, the park is a unique attribute to the upper South Hill.
2. The park is not “vacant land” as has been referred to in the neighborhood meetings.  It is

precious park land and every square inch needs to be protected.
3. There are other viable alternatives, including the land the city previously purchased for the

water tower as well as the Garden Park location.
4. Spokane has a proud and long history of protecting its parks.
5. No effective mitigation can be done to the adverse impacts of a tower on the park. 
6. There are no figures about the amount of the “park improvements” funds that may become

available.
 
In short, the wrong use of an important park that is fully integrated into the neighborhood, including
the adjacent school.
 
Richard Sola
939-3984
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
 

mailto:richardmsola@gmail.com
mailto:pclarke@spokanecity.org
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986


October 6, 2020 

Dear Park Board and Land Committee, 

I am writing to express our family’s concern over the proposed construction of a water 
tower in Hamblen Park. 

Our family enjoys Hamblen Park multiple times a week. Whether riding their bikes or 
playing hide-and-seek, or their newest favorite: a seesaw made out of two fallen trees, 
the park serves as an amazing playground for our children. It seems that this is the use 
parks are intended for, not City infrastructure projects. 

Of particular concern is the proposed form of “mitigation banking”. That a dollar value 
can be prescribed to the damage caused by the water tower construction and that value 
can merely be applied to another park. Beyond the obvious flaw that the “added value” 
will not serve the residents most impacted by the loss of park land, such a swap 
disregards the immense value parks provide in memories and experiences, which can’t 
be assigned a dollar value.  

From my own experience: I grew up in the Hamblen neighborhood and my wife and I are 
now choosing to raise our family here. I spent countless hours playing in the park, as our 
children do now. As an elementary school student, I spent a week learning about the 
ecosystem in the park. And just last week for a school assignment our children walked 
through the park learning about the vegetation and that same native ecosystem. To 
proceed with such a land use swap as the City is proposing is to disregard the 
preciousness of parks and the impact they have on individual lives, and reduce them to 
just another interchangeable part of commerce and industry. Or as conservationist 
Wendell Berry more eloquently put it, this form of mitigation banking “…holds that any two 
things equal in price are equal in value, and that nothing is better than anything that may 
profitably or fashionably replace it. Forest = field = parking lot; if the price of alteration is 
right…” 

The City appears to believe that a park = water tower so long as the price is right. We 
sincerely hope the Park Board disagrees. 

Sincerely, 

Drew & Lisa Repp 
Taylor (3), Brady (5), and Lauten (7) 
2024 E. 36th Ave. 
Spokane, WA 99203 



From: Carol Ellis
To: Clarke, Pamela
Cc: Engineering Services High System Tank
Subject: no water tank at Hamblen Park
Date: Wednesday, October 07, 2020 9:50:45 PM

[CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Verify Sender]

Dear Spokane Park Board:

The City Charter separates Parks from the rest of City Administration not only through funding
(8% of City Revenues), but also by mission and management. It is the Park Board's duty to
preserve the heritage of our park system designed by the Olmsteds.  It is not the Park Board's
job to give a pass to City Utilities to build on Hamblen Park when other suitable places are
available according to Utilities & Engineering's own 
presentations. 

The Park Board's job is to keep the Spokane Park System vital for community members. On
Tuesday, Oct. 6, at 6 pm I walked around all 4 sides of Hamblen Park and observed 2 different
people separately walking their leashed dogs, 2 runners, running separately, 2 other
individuals walking solo, like myself, and a mother with 2 children parking at the curb to take
her kids for a walk.  10 people! And it was nearing sunset. I may have missed some users. 

Plus the map drawn by Utilities and Engineering omits these features that a water tower
necessitates:
1) a maintenance road plus vehicles that use it
2) a fence likely 150 feet by 150 feet for a tower 100 feet wide at the top
3) cell towers for communication

Please hold Hamblen Park perfect, as is, for its neighborhood citizens.

Thank-you, 
Carol Ellis
2015 E. 36th
Spokane, WA 99203

mailto:carolellisspokane@hotmail.com
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