
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SUMMARY 

• The committee discussed the following action items which will not be presented to the 
Park Board due to a tied vote: 

o Land & Life, LLC. / Manito Park Memory Garden Planning & Initial Design ($60,000) -
motion failed. 

• Al Vorderbrueggen gave a brief update on the Greenspace maintenance project. 
 

 
 
 
The next regularly scheduled Land Committee meeting is set for 3:30 p.m. Wed. Feb. 05, 2025.  
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City of Spokane Park Board 
Land Committee Meeting 

3:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 04, 2024 
Hybrid in-person and WebEx virtual meeting 

Al Vorderbrueggen – Park Operations Director 



MINUTES 
 

The meeting was called to order at 3:33 p.m. by committee chair Greta Gilman.  

Public Comments: None 

Action items: 

1. Land & Life, LLC. / Manito Park Memory Garden Planning & Initial Design ($60,000) – Nick 
Hamad 

a. A stakeholder advocacy group approached the Land Committee on two occasions to discuss a 
Memory Garden, but the committee has yet to move forward. It was surprising when City 
Council notified the Park Planners they were allocating $60,000 in ARPA funds for a 
preliminary design, study, and public engagement for a memory garden. The funds are not to 
be used towards the construction of the garden itself. A memory garden is a third-tier priority 
for aging populations according to the Parks Master Plan and funding is currently unavailable 
currently. It is believed this allocation came about through discussions between the 
stakeholders and the council. Parks staff was not involved in any further discussions. 

b. The original contract stated the memory garden would be placed in Manito Park, which has 
never been endorsed by the Park Board. The phrase “or elsewhere” has been included in the 
revised contract. An additional recital that “approval of this contract is not a commitment by 
Spokane Parks & Recreation [SPRD] to fund and/or maintain a memory garden in Manito 
Park, which is not a priority in the Parks and Natural Lands master Plan”. 

c. Nick stated that SPRD does not feel Manito is the right place for a memory garden nor are they 
equipped to take on the maintenance at this time. Because this calls for ARPA funding, the 
money must be used by the end of the year.  

d. Sally Lodato is afraid if this is approved, regardless of the wording in the contract, it would 
appear Park Board is in favor of this move. She is concerned that this is not on the master plan 
and with all the other high priority items in the parks, the apparent committee support could be 
mistaken. She feels that there are other high priority items that would benefit from the ARPA 
funds. Although she is in support of a memory garden at some point, she and the committee 
members all agree it is far too early to decide. There are many unanswered questions which 
must be discussed first. Nick stated the if this motion does not pass, council could easily 
reallocate the funds.  

Motion #1 – Greta Gilman moved to recommend Land & Life, LLC. / Manito Park Memory Garden 
Planning & Initial Design ($60,000)  

Hannah Kitz seconded. The motion failed (2-2 vote). 

Discussion Items: none 

Standing Reports: 

Greta requested Al Vorderbrueggen brings a report to the next meeting regarding the ROW green 
space maintenance project. He did state that the project is still being funded by the water department 
but has been very successful. He is anticipating that in 2025, it will be fully transferred to SPRD. If it is 
determined that it is not sustainable by SPRD, it can be transferred back to Water. Nick suggested 
investigating the many swales throughout the City and decide who is to maintain them. 

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 4:02 p.m. 

 
 
The next regularly scheduled Land Committee meeting is set for 3:30 p.m. Wed. Feb. 05, 2025. 
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