
City of Spokane Park Board 
Joint Arts Committee Meeting 

3 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 3, 2020 
WebEx virtual meeting 

Joint Arts Committee Members Staff  
X Garret Daggett, Arts Commission Garrett Jones, Parks 
X Ginger Ewing, Arts Commission  Berry Ellison, Parks  
X Jim Kolva, Arts Commission (alternate) Fianna Dickson, Parks 
X Andrew Whitver, Arts Commission Jonathan Moog, Parks 
X Jennifer Ogden, Park Board president  Pamela Clarke, Parks 
X Barb Richey, Park Board  Jo-Lynn Brown, Parks 
X Bob Anderson, Park Board (alternate)  Melissa Huggins, Spokane Arts 

Karen Mobley, Spokane Arts       
Guests       
Jamie SiJohn 
Trayvon Parker  

Minutes 

1. Roll call – See above

2. Appointment to the committee
A. Jennifer Ogden appointed Park Board member Bob Anderson to the committee as an

alternate and voting member.

3. Public comment
A. Jamie SiJohn, former Park Board member and member of the Spokane Tribe,

addressed the committee regarding the art selection process for artwork placed in our
parks. Ms. SiJohn urged the importance of cultural awareness during the selection
process. She explained it is the task of the committee or selection group to ensure the
artwork is culturally appropriate. In the case of the committee’s recommendation of the
Saya Moriyasu’s beaver sculpture, which initially was presented to potentially have a
Salish name, the Spokane Tribal Council and the Cultural Preservation Office should
have been made aware of the project. If this communication does not take place, it
creates confusion for all parties involved. She explained the confusion has the potential
to lead to negative perceptions and negative public comments that could possibly
damage the intent of the project. Ms. SiJohn offered herself as a resource to facilitate in
this communication between the Spokane Tribe and the Park Board. Jennifer Ogden



thanked and agreed with Ms. SiJohn that working with the tribe in the very early stages 
of the process will be the course which will be taken looking forward. Ginger Ewing 
reminded the group that Ms. Moriyasu had shared, during the finalist interview, of her 
personal love for beavers and that there was only a potential of using a Salish name if it 
was approved by the Spokane Tribe. The artist had explained this art piece could 
incorporate a wide variety of stories behind the beavers along the Spokane River. There 
was discussion that local news reports did not include a full picture of what the JAC had 
discussed and the specifics as to recommendation the committee made for the Park 
Board’s consideration. Garrett Jones believes there are takeaways from this particular 
situation which can help in better understanding and navigating the selection process in 
the future.  

4. Action/discussion items
A. Art marker selection size and scale – Jonathan Moog presented an overview of the

Riverfront Park Arts Master Plan created by the lead artist Meejin Yoon which includes
the art marker designs. The art plan proposes a consistent form of art markers
throughout the park. These art identifiers provide information about the art piece so that
visitors can be more informed about the artwork they are experiencing. The markers
also enable visitors to learn more about the surrounding area and landscape. The
markers are designed to be ADA accessible and braille is also part of the plan. Parks
staff is working with Spokane Arts on the format and template for the signage. Mr. Moog
added that these markers are being considered for the Sister Cities project at Riverfront
Park. Melissa Huggins asked the committee about the size and scale of the Sister Cities
art piece markers. Jennifer Ogden explained that those art pieces are smaller size, but
the consistency of the art markers is an important aspect. Mr. Moog conveyed his
conversations with the Sister Cities Association who is seeking an art marker size which
accommodates the ability to recognize the donors and describe how the art relates to
the particular Sister City. This description can require a considerable amount of
language. Mr. Moog offered the committee a modified design to accommodate these
needs. QR codes were initially in the art design, but there has been some thought that
these codes may not be used as much currently as initial thought when the art plan was
developed. Karen Mobley explained part of the mission of the Sister Cities Association is
to education about the various cities and their geography. She shared she was
concerned about being able to accomplish this on a smaller sign. Jamie SiJohn asked if
there will be any mention of the Spokane Tribe in the art marker for the Stepwell. There
was question as to whether Ms. Yoon had included this vision in the initial Stepwell
proposal. Garrett Jones explained that Parks will work with Ms. Yoon and Spokane Tribe
regarding the signage narrative.

B. Riverfront Park second art proposal recommendation – Jennifer Ogden requested the
committee create a rank order list of the remaining three artists’ proposals. The purpose
of the rank order would facilitate the process if the beaver were not accepted by the
Riverfront Park Committee and the Park Board. Additional proposals would the board to
consider other art pieces. Melissa Huggins shared a recap of the April 17 JAC meeting
in which she explained the top choice was the beaver and second choice was The
Seeking Place. The JAC voted and approved the beaver as their first choice, but did not
take a formal vote on the second selection. Ms. Ogden asked if Ms. Huggins’ research



reflected a third and fourth selection. Ms. Ogden explained a rank list would not only 
aid the Park Board, but also establish a guideline for future selection processes. Ms. 
Huggins agreed that ranking would be helpful as part of the future process, but there 
was not a rank order established for the third and fourth selection. Ginger Ewing 
shared her concern for placing artist proposals in rank order and Garret Daggett 
agreed with the sentiment stating that a piece was selected and that should be the 
single recommendation. He did note that the beaver was not his first choice, but a 
choice was agreed upon. 

Motion #1 – Jim Kolva moved the Joint Arts Committee recommend Sarah Thompson Moore’s 
The Seeking Place as the second choice for the Riverfront Park Committee and Park Board’s 
consideration. 

Jennifer Ogden seconded. 
The motion passed with at 6-1 vote. Ginger Ewing opposed the motion. 

C. Art selection process – Garrett Jones provided an overview of the art selection process
as outlined by city policy. He urged the importance of the transparency of the Parks 
Division and that the city remain engaged with the community throughout any Parks’ 
selection process. He explained the JAC is an advisory committee to the Park Board. 
The advisory committee recommendations may or may not be approved by the board, 
whom is the final approving body. He explained this is part of a process which has been 
established. A public outreach is part of the process and is under consideration for all 
Parks projects. He explained the importance to have a ranking list, just as with other 
Parks projects. Part of the purpose of that list allows a contingency in the event 
something happens with a vendor/artists. It offers alternatives in order to continue with 
the project. He explained this is a standard practice with all Parks’ projects. Jennifer 
Ogden explained while the Park Board subcommittees serve an advisory role, it does 
not negate the value of their expertise and the importance of their input. She explained 
their deep dive into facts and evaluating proposals enable the Park Board to make 
informed decisions.

5. Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 4:27 p.m.



 June & Dave
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SPOKANE RIVERFRONT PARK 
ARTS MASTER PLAN | SPRING 2018
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EXISTING  ART
The park already has a large amount of artwork, 
and the artwork is also widely varied in its forms, 
themes, and contexts.  From whimsical to spiritual, 
modern to historical, interactive to only viewable 
from a distance, this variety is part of what the 
community appreciates.

One common thread is how many of the pieces 
celebrate the local history and context of the area.  
Whether it is the Corten steel sculptural runners 
celebrating Bloomsday, a contemplative spiral of 
poetry about the Spokane Falls and the Spokane 
Tribe’s heritage, or a whimsical trash eating goat 
that has become a mainstay in the minds of 
visitors.  The existing art has taken on its own 
meaning and history.

A majority of existing artwork is along the southern 
bank where the park is dense with programming, 
while the rest of the artwork is more sporadically 
distributed through the park.

In addition, the Centennial Trail which runs up 
and down the river from the park, has a number 
of pieces of artwork that could be conceptually 
connected to help unify the branding across the 
larger area rather than just within the park itself.





07. ART SIGNAGE IDENTITY
Within and around the park where there are 
existing art markers, the signage is widely varied.  
The signage varies in form, location, materials, 
information, etc.  This can lead to a sense of 
confusion  for visitors regarding what is and what 
is not considered artwork, and how important or 
not important each piece is.

The Art Plan proposes a consistent form of art 
markers. These art identifiers provide a number 
of functionalities. At their most basic level, they 
provide information about the art piece so that 
visitors can be more informed about the artwork 
they are experiencing. The art markers help create 
a unified identification system for the diverse 
artworks. It is also our intent that the art markers 
enable the visitors to learn more about both the 
artwork, and the surrounding area and landscape.  



Inspired by surveying instruments that were used 
to help measure and understand topographic 
variation, the art markers introduce a series of 
vertical elements that provide an elevation level 
above sea level to allow the visitor to understand 
the topography of landscape, falls, and artworks.



The art makers consist of a cruciform post that 
supports a simple bent plate. The posts and 
plates provide structural strength while remaining 
relatively neutral in their design aesthetic. The 
signs will be of uniform size and style, and the 
plates will display relevant information about the 
art; such as the title, artist, year, brief art piece 
summary, and potentially a QR code or other 
device that users can scan to easily access more 
information about the artwork.  

The posts supporting the signs will have a series 
of 1’ lines demarcating the current height above 
sea level to give users more information about 
their surroundings. This elevation information 
will help give users a sense of the surrounding 
context and better understand the landscape of 
the park without distracting from the artwork.
The intent is that these signs could also be used 
at other areas outside the park to help unify the 
public art collection.





Spokane Park Board 
Briefing Paper 
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If so, who/what department, agency or company: 
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Parks Pamela Clarke 
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Updated: 10/ /2019 :23 M 
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 5 

Installation Views: Suggested location. Final location to be determined.



DESIGN CONCEPT – at a glance

1
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PLAN LAYOUT
LIGHTING

• LED strip lighting 
mounted in a channel at 
top edge of corrugations. 

• Casts light downward 
causing a glow from 
within. 

• Keeps interior well-lit and 
highly visible at night. 

2



SWIMMING Pavilion  View from River
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